
   EvangelEvangelEvangel   
February 2014 

HIGHLIGHTS  

IN THIS ISSUE: 

 You may not have recognized 

me at first, but I am the same Evan-

gel that you have received in the 

past… I’ve just stepped it up a notch.  

As usual, I am here to keep you in-

formed of the happenings, schedules 

and news of First Baptist Church.  

Though, some of the exciting, new 

things that I will offer include:  

monthly notes from the staff, a spot-

light on some of the missions that 

the church supports, and occasional 

featured ministries of the church 

family.  In the past, I have been a bi-

monthly publication, but will now be 

published once a month and will pri-

marily be available online through 

our email list, Facebook and church 

website. If you are unable to view  

online, copies will be accessible dur-

ing weekly office hours or at the Wel-

come Center (coming soon).  And of 

course, First Baptist Jackson will 

still mail copies to those who may be 

homebound, hospitalized or resi-

dents o f  a nurs ing home.        

 As you journey through this 

issue of the Evangel, may you be en-

ergized by the staff as they draw out 

the prayer-covered vision of our 

church.  Watch for God to prove His 

faithfulness and love as you seek His 

will for your personal life and the fu-

ture of His church.  I look for 2014 to 

be an amazing year for First Baptist 

Jackson.  God bless and see you 

soon!                                   

           Sincerely,  

The Evangel 
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     The Bulletin: An Outreach Tool 

I recently had lunch at a restaurant here in town and was a little set back at 

how confusing and jumbled the menu appeared.  There were so many options 

on the page, that I couldn’t make a decision on one thing.  It wasn’t until I 

looked away from the menu that I saw a small paper on the table labeled 

“Lunch Specials” and found exactly what I wanted.  What does that have to 

do with a bulletin? Often times, churches have many opportunities and 

events going on that they want to keep people informed about, therefore we 

publish as many of them as we can into the bulletin, (continued page 5) 



 A Note from Lucas... 
 

Church Family,  

 2014: The Year of Excellence is here. Enclosed in this 

edition of The Evangel is a guidebook on how the 
ministerial staff will be focusing on energizing the 

ministries of First Baptist Jackson with a spirit of 

excellence. The primary focus areas will be 

stewardship, strategy and ministry.  The focus areas 

will also be accompanied by celebration days where we 
will recognize the great things God is accomplishing 

through his people. Allow me to outline and explain: 
 

Stewardship 
Scripture states, “it is required of stewards that they be 
found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). Faithful 

stewardship is wisely utilizing the resources God has 

entrusted to us whether those resources are finances, 

facilities or our time. The 2014: The Year of Excellence 

campaign emphasizes two components of stewardship 

that are the financial giving of our members and the 
remodeling of the facilities. 
 

Strategy  
Solomon in his wisdom advised, “commit your work to 

the Lord, and your plans will be established” (Proverbs 
16:3).  Accomplishing God’s mission requires planning. 

The Strategic Planning Committee was formed for the 

very purpose of committing a plan to the Lord. With 

great joy we can look ahead for the vision God is 

unfolding at First Baptist Jackson.  
 

The Strategic Planning Committee will focus on the 

following: 

   *  Identity: Mission Statement, Statement of 

 Belief, Core Ministries, Core Values, 

 Measurements and Covenant  
   *  Organization: Policies and Procedures, Leadership    

           Structure, Foundational Documents and Flow-   

           chart 

   *  Process: Evaluating the Weekly Schedule and  

 Measurements of the Weekly Schedule  
   *  Infrastructure: Gathering and Office Needs, 

 Children’s and Student Ministry Needs and 

 Future Planning 

 

Ministry 
   *  Branding: Updated Logo, New Website, Visual 

 Reminders of Identity, Emphasis of Ministry 

 Areas. 

   *  Operations & Administration: See Summary by Bill 

 Poyner 

   *  Worship: See summary by Josh Hensley 
   *  Children: See summary by Lindsey Hutson  

   *  Senior Adult: See Summary by Jean Schweain 

   *  Students: See Personnel report (below) 

   *  Missions: The implementation of community 

 missions projects 
    

Celebration Events 
   *  Completion of the Remodeling Project (March) 

   *  Outreach Easter Worship (April 20th)  
   *  Community Mission Projects (Spring 2014) 

   *  Christmas (TBA) 

  

I am convinced God has His hand on First Baptist 

Jackson. With confidence, we should expect the Lord to 

accomplish great things through 2014: The year of 
excellence. 

  

Pursuing the Excellence of Christ, 
 

Lucas Clabough 
Senior Pastor 

9 am—12 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Join Pastor Josh Hensley as we look at what the future of the Worship Minis-

try at First Baptist Jackson looks like and what God desires from us in worship.  

This is for all current members, but is also an event to recruit new volunteers 

and boost the opportunities for involvement in worship. 

   Report from the Personnel Committee 

The Personnel Committee has posted resume requests 

for the Minister of Students and Missions position on 

the websites of multiple seminaries and universities so 

their students and alumni can respond.  We have been 

receiving resumes since the first of the year and plan 

to narrow down the list to 4 or 5 candidates by Febru-

ary 4th.  We hope to conduct interviews by mid-

February. 

      



So, what does an associate pastor do, you ask? 

Some of the many things that I will be working on: 

1. Overseeing the finances, along with the Finance 
Committee, to help us be good stewards of God’s 

money;  

2. Work with our Building and Grounds Committee 

and our Custodial Staff to make sure that we have 

nice looking and safe facilities to worship and study 

God’s word;  

3. Work on the day to day operations of the church 

and with our administrative and volunteer staff to 

make sure that we are getting things communicat-

ed to our members;  

4. Oversee the calendar of events for the church;  

5. Work with our bible study teachers to make sure 

they have what they need to equip His followers. 

As you can see, there are many things that will 

be keeping me on a Journey of Excellence in 

2014. I hope you are excited about this 

upcoming year and looking forward 
to the things that will be happen-

ing.  

 

Bill Poyner   

Associate Pastor 

 

2014 will be an exciting year for the children’s min-

istries at First Baptist Jackson!   Our goal is to cre-

ate a place where kids can come and learn about 

who God is and encounter Him in a real way.  We’re 

kicking off 2014 by branding our children’s minis-

try with a new name and logo.  Naming our chil-

dren’s ministry gives our kids, teachers and volun-

teers a feeling that they belong to a ministry that is 

special and exciting!   We will be creating a dynam-

ic Kids Worship that will run simultaneously with 

the adult service.  Kids Worship will offer relevant 

teaching, kid approved worship songs and an at-

mosphere that is engaging and fun.  In the upcom-

ing months, we will be reviewing our safety guide-

lines, offering new teacher and worker training and 

will begin using a computer based check-in system.  

We will be improving the way we communicate with 

parents and visitors, and offering more family 

friendly activities.  If you are not currently serving 

in children’s ministry, I’d encourage you to consider 

joining us this coming year!   

Lindsey Hutson 

Director of Children’s Ministries 

My role with the senior adult minis-

try will not change to any degree in the 

coming year.  Senior meetings, meals, fel-
lowships, seminars, Senior Newsletter, socials 

and trips will basically continue as in the past.  

  
Pastor Lucas & I have discussed some new ideas,  

goals and objectives. They include:   
1.   Creating a name for the Senior Adult ministry.   

2. Grow.  Make an extra effort to reach out to people (of all 

ages) in our community; invite & encourage them to join 
our fellowship.  

3. Involvement: As new ministries are introduced and oppor-

tunities arise, get involved...  offering not only your wisdom 

and experience, but your willing heart and helping hands!!! 
4. Undergird the new vision for First  Baptist Jackson.  
      We prayed for new "life" for FBC, Jackson’s young fami- 

      lies and for their need to know Jesus, for a young pastor  

      (with a great vision) and for a supporting staff (with fresh  

      ideas & lots of energy.) Let's now embrace, support and  

      encourage this new staff and this new vision for FBC. 
 
Finally, during this time of transition, I pray our seniors 

will continue to be faithful to all the ministries of First Bap-

tist.  May we continue to study God's Word regularly 

in Sunday School, continue to joyfully praise God 

in Worship; continue to support our missionaries and our 
church with tithes and offerings, continue to participate in 

senior adult activities and ministries; and (most im-
portant) continue to do it all with patience, kindness and 

love in this year of our Lord, 2014...."The Year of Excellence."   

 
  
Jean Schweain 

Senior Adult Ministry 

As I look into 2014, I am filled with excitement about 

what God is going to do with this amazing community of 

believers.  I am even more excited, though, that I get to 

be a part of God’s plan for First Baptist Jackson. A few 

processes that I am looking to immediately accomplish 

are:                                                              

Evaluate-   Who and what has God blessed currently 

 within our church community? And what is the 

 current focus of our hearts and efforts?                                            

Create-   I am looking to intentionally develop opportu-

 nities for all members to use the gifts and tal-

 ents that God has given them.         

Motivate-   In regards to worship, it’s not about me, 

 it’s not about you, and it’s really not about  the        

 music; it’s really about Jesus.   

 The worship ministry is a community 

effort, so let me encourage you to consider 

what your role may be as we create an excel-

lence in our worship.  I will also be focus-

ing on promoting and reporting, through 

various forms of community and social 

media, the energizing things that 

God will do this coming year in the 

life of First Baptist Jackson.  It is 

inevitable that when we seek God’s 

will, He will clearly reveal Himself. 

Josh Hensley                                                    

Minister of Worship and Media 
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Preschool Ministry 
 Date Toddlers Bed Babies 

Sunday, January  26 
David and Christy Black (Morning) 

Julie Mansfield (Night) 

Rona Mallard and Kim Williams (Morning) 

Janie Owens (Night) 

Wednesday, January 29 Jean Norman Sandy Nall 

Sunday, February 2 Tim and Cindy Huey (Morning) Sharon Frankum and Kirstin Huey (Morning) 

Wednesday, February 5 Judy Johnson Betty Shoaf 

Sunday, February 9 
Cassandra and Kendra Bollinger (Morning) 

Devin Mauk (Night) 

Avis Bollinger and Clarice Jones (Morning) 

Avis Bollinger (Night) 

Wednesday, February 12 Beth Poyner Bev Nelson 

Sunday, February 16 
Donna Overbeck and Lauren Simminger (Morning) 

Diana Prince (Night) 

Patty and Kati Schlosser (Morning) 

Conna Pate (Night) 

Wednesday, February 19 Barbara Ford Angie Kelley 

Sunday, February 23 
Angie Kelley and Emily Hill (Morning) 

Jean Norman (Night) 

Danny and Debbie Cook (Morning) 

Clarinda Unger (Night) 

Wednesday, February 26 Jean Norman Sandy Nall 

Youth Breakfast Cooks 

January 31 Hurst 

February 7 Nelson and Watson 

February 14 Hurst 

February 21 NO SCHOOL– No Breakfast 

February 28 Hutson and Oldham 

Sunday Van Ministry 

January 26 Arvie Odom, CDL                 344-4361 

February 2 Marilyn Hamilton, CDL       243-5185 

February 9 Dennis Hurst, Van               243-2148 

February 16 Darrell Kuntze, Van             833-6620 

February 23 Jim Litzelfelner, CDL            270-5350 

 

Wednesday Night Meals-Fellowship Hall 

Serving time is 5:00 pm for attendees of Wednesday night ministries or committees that may be meeting. 

All others will be served at 5:15 pm.  Take-outs will be ready at 5:30 pm. 

Prices: $3 per person, children under 5 are free. 

Please call the church office by noon on Monday for reservations and/or cancellations. 

January 29 

Poppyseed Chicken Casserole 

Veggies, Slaw, Rolls  

and Dessert 

February 5 

Ham and Beans 

Veggies, Cornbread and 

Dessert 

February 12 

Fried Chicken 

Veggies, Salad, Rolls and 

Dessert 

February 19 

Taco Salad 

Veggies and Dessert 

 

February 26 

Chicken and Dumpling 

Veggies, Rolls and  

Dessert 



The Bulletins (cont. from page 1) 

...in hopes of informing the masses.  It begins 

to resemble the very confusing menu, when 

what really should be communicated are the 

“special” things of the church that direct peo-

ple towards that vision and the identity of the 

church.   

As we move forward in a year of excellence, 

let us work to make our bulletin a tool that 

welcomes and informs visitors, while allowing 

The Evangel to be our church family’s way of 

sharing events, successes and ministry ideas 

with one another.  Let us be strengthened as 

we support each other in faith and communi-

ty.   

Josh Hensley 

Minister of Worship and Media   

Ladies Bible Study 

“Lord, Change My Attitude” 

 By James McDonald 
 

Tuesdays from 9-11 am 

Books- $14.95 

Childcare is provided.   

To sign up, contact the church office or 

Heidi Oslund (573)803-8955. 

 

Formal Banquet 
Date:  February 15, 2014    Sponsored by First Baptist Church 

Time: 6 pm 

Price: $30/ plate 
100% of the money goes straight to the Peaceful Valley Camp.   (Additional donations will be accepted) 

 

The menu will offer your choice of one meat and one dessert.   

The choices to choose from include:  

Marinated Chicken Breast or Smoked Pork Loin 

Angel Food with Strawberries or Chocolate Lava Cake 

 

Please join us for an elegant night of fine food and entertainment in the  

Fellowship Hall of First Baptist Jackson.   

Please make all checks payable to First Baptist Church Jackson.  

Pay for and pick up your ticket in the church office during regular office hours.  

The deadline to buy tickets is February 12.            

 

50TH  
Wedding Anniversary  

of 

Ralph and Retha Morton 

 

Date: February 9th, 2014  Time: 2-4 pm 
The family of Ralph and Retha Morton would like to invite everyone 

to a reception to honor 50 years of marriage.  The reception will be 

held in the Fellowship Hall @ First Baptist Church Jackson. 



Lucas Clabough                                    

Senior Pastor 
 

Bill Poyner                                             

Associate Pastor 

 

Josh Hensley                                                  

Minister of Worship and Media 

 

Jean Schweain                                            

Senior Adult Ministry 
 

Lindsey Hutson                                           

Director of Children’s Ministries 
 

www.firstbaptistchurch.com 

 

Church Office:          (573) 243-8415         

              FAX (573) 243-2730 

Email:                fbcj@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming Church Events 

Saturday, January 25 @ 9 am 

Worship Ministry Workshop (see page 2) 

 

Sunday, February 2 

NO EVENING SERVICES or ACTIVITIES 

 

Sunday February 9, 2-4 pm 

Ralph and Retha Morton (see page 5) 

50th Wedding Anniversary Reception (Fellowship Hall) 

 

Wednesday, February 12 @ 8:30 am 

Senior Adult Breakfast 

 

Saturday, February 15 @ 6pm 

Formal Banquet Fundraiser (see page 5) 

 

Sunday, February 16 @ 6 

February Church Business Meeting 

 

LOTTIE MOON 2013 

Giving to Date: 

$18,545.50 
 

Church Goal: 

$20,000 
 

The Lottie Moon Christmas 

Offering 2013 deadline is at 

the end of January.                             

We are very close to our goal. 


