
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in 

him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were 

taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.—   -  Colossians 2:6-7 
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Evangel 

Erma Bombeck was an American humorist, 

who achieved great popularity for her 

newspaper column that described subur-

ban home life. She once wrote about the 

subject of thankfulness. She was on record 

saying that when she forgot to be thankful 

among cancer survivors, she would hear the 

voice of a particular eight-year-old named 

Christina, who had cancer of the nervous 

system. She interviewed Christina and 

asked what she wanted for her birthday, 

she thought for a moment and then re-

sponded, "I don't know. I have two sticker 

books and a Cabbage Patch doll. I have eve-

rything!" 

Sometimes a momentary thought about 

someone other than ourselves is all it takes 

to remind us to be thankful for what we 

have and who we are. In the same way, 

when we turn our attention away from our-

selves and toward the Giver of all life, the 

many blessings He has poured out on us 

come rushing back and overwhelm us with 

thanksgiving. 

If we find ourselves complaining about our 

situation or longing for a better life, we 

need to take a few moments to worship 

God for what He has given us and brought 

us through.  It’s then that we will truly be 

overwhelmed with gratitude.   

During this holiday season, look to God and 

His never-ending love and faithfulness.  And 

find peace in knowing that He is in control. 

 

The optimist says, the cup is half full. The pessimist says, the cup is half empty. 

The child of God says, my cup runneth over. 

-Anonymous- 
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Merry Christmas, 
  
I love the Christmas season. From driving through town 
to looking at homes decorated with beautiful lights, to 
watching family holiday television specials, to waking up 
early in the morning to enjoy little kids with beaming 
smiles rip through decorated boxes and wrapped gifts, 
the Christmas season is such a wonderful time of the 
year. Truly, even with all the holiday hustle, Christmas is 
a time of peace.                    
            Isaiah 9:6 reads, “For unto us a child is born, a son 
is given. And the government will rest upon his shoul-
ders. These will be his royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” The 
fourth title mentioned is “Prince of Peace.” When the 
angels announced Christ’s birth, they said, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth, peace, goodwill toward 
men!” (Luke 2:28) 
            Christmas is the season to bring relational peace. 
This is the season for some of us to forgive a decade old 
grudge. Christmas time usually reminds us of unhealed 
wounds from bad relationships. Knit your family closer 
together during the season.  
            Christmas is the season to bring personal peace. 
Philippians 4:6-7 states, “Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God; and the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Consider-
ing that Christmas is a time to share the joy of God’s 
peace, allow me to offer three thoughts: 

First, each Sunday, for the month of December  
we are studying Philippians 4 during the morning wor-
ship service, as we learn God’s peace. I am hopeful this 
fall the Lord has spoken to you through our study of the 
entire book of Philippians. During the month of Decem-
ber, the message series from Philippians 4 has been ti-
tled "A Season of Peace." The themes we continue to 
discuss are: 
 ·      Peace with Others 
 ·      Peace with God 
 ·      Peace of Mind 
 ·      Peace for all Circumstances  
Second, Christmas is a time of blessing those who have 
impacted your life. So, I would encourage our church 
family to extend the blessings of God’s peace to those 
who have impacted your life. Immediately I think of our 
wonderful ministerial, office, and custodial staff that I 

am blessed to serve alongside. Make sure this Christmas 
you let each of our staff members know your love and 
appreciation of their service. Beyond the staff, also con-
sider how you may encourage a Sunday School teacher, 
Deacon, children’s ministry worker, media team mem-
ber, kitchen helper, or one of the many other people 
who make the church ministries possible.   
     Third, Christmas is a time of giving. Typically, during 
the month of December, the tithes and offerings in-
crease based on year-end giving, among other reasons. 
The church leadership encourages you to support the 
general budget of First Baptist Jackson so you can sup-
port the ministries and mission God has called us to ac-
complish. To function as a church of excellence and to 
focus on God's mission for us, it is essential to support 
the general budget of First Baptist Jackson. Acts 20:35 
states, “it is better to give than to receive.” 
     Fourth, I want to take a moment to say how thankful I 
am to call you my church family and to serve alongside 
the amazing people that make First Baptist Jackson. Each 
Sunday I feel blessed to teach God’s Word but also to 
meet each and every one of you in the hallways, to hear 
how God is working in your life, and to see how excited 
everyone is about what God is doing at His church. Per-
sonally, this year, I count your prayers, words of affirma-
tion, faithful service, and love for Jesus Christ, as the 
greatest Christmas gift. I am very joyful to serve a con-
gregation of such loving and caring members.  
  

Lucas Clabough 

Senior Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECEIVED TO DATE (December 14th): $10,118 

  Letter from the pastor 



A SEASON OF GIVING 

As Christmas nears, we find ourselves in the middle of a sea-
son of giving.  When I think about giving, I think about the gifts 
God has given to us. He has given us life itself. He has given us 
the bounty of His creation. He has made possible eternal life 
by grace through faith in his Son, whose birth we celebrate at 
this time of the year. He has also given to us a “Great Commis-
sion.” That commission is to evangelize the world and build up 
His Faith and His Kingdom and His Church on earth.  He also 
has given us the method and plan we need to support that 
work.  God speaks plainly to us from His Word. Out of the 
Word of God there are many principles of giving.   

Give of ourselves   

2 Corinthians 8:5. .  But they gave them-
selves first to the Lord and then by the 
will of God to us. 

Give out of devotion,  not commandment 

2 Corinthians 9:7  Each one must give as he 
has decided in his heart, not  reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.  

Give systematically  

1 Corinthians 16:2  On the first day of every 
week, each of you is to put something 
aside and store it up, as he may prosper, 
that there will be no collecting when I 
come.  

I’m sure by now you are saying, “Everybody knows that.” I’m 
sure they do. However, the question is not do you know, but 
do you do what you know? Knowing what we should about 
Christian stewardship is one thing. Doing what we know about 

Christian stewardship is an entirely different matter. During 
this coming year, let us be “doers of the word and not hearers 
only.”  God has richly blessed us. Let us be faithful in our giv-
ing back to Him.   
There is much needed in order to fulfill the commission God 
has given to us as a “local” church. I want to issue a Malachi 
3:10 challenge. You know the verse: 
 

10 Bring the full tenth into the storehouse so that there 
may be food in my house.  And thereby put  me to the 
test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the win-
dows of heaven for you and pour down for you a 
blessing until there is no more need. (ESV) 

 
What we need is an experience with God. That experience will 
come with our faithfulness. Let us be faithful in our steward-
ship and see what experience God has in store for us.  Rise to 
the challenge!  
 

TIM MILLER   
   Minister of Administration and Operations 

  

To date, the contributions for 

2014 are 15% below that of 2013.   

Please prayerfully consider how 

the Lord would lead you to help 

end this ministry year well. 

November Financial & Attendance Update 

NEDDED WEEKLY 12,868 

November 2nd $14,331.85 Blended Worship-  170 Modern Worship-  126 

November 9th $8,594.50 Blended Worship-  155 Modern Worship-  171 

November 16th $7,518.00 Blended Worship-  140 Modern Worship-  143 

November 23rd $6,609.81 Blended Worship-  146 Modern Worship-  113 

November 30th $16,352.46 Blended Worship-  137 Modern Worship-  140 

 

The 2015 Budget of $598,466 was approved at the December 14th Business Meeting.   
Pray that the Lord finds us faithfully giving to the mission He has set before us. 



500 lb challenge 
During the month of November, Pastor John Chidester challenged the church to raise 500 lbs of food for hungry 

and under-privileged people and families.  In a matter of 3 weeks we not only raised 500 lbs, but tripled that chal-

lenge.  We collected 1570 lbs of food and gave it to Pastor Barnicio and The Light of Christ Church in East St. Louis 

to further spread the gospel to their community.  Thanks to Tim and Donna Miller for transporting the goods.  Pas-

tor Barnicio was extremely thankful for the generosity of the church and assured that there will be legitimately 

hungry people who have a full belly because of this donation. 

OPERATION  CHRISTMAS CHILD 
During the Operation Christmas Child season, First Baptist Jackson collected over 200 boxes to send to countries 

in which children don’t have the opportunity to receive presents.  Thank you to all that donated boxes and con-

tributed to the postage for those boxes.  Pray that God blesses each box and each child. 

After applying for a $4000 grant through the office of Evangelism 

and Discipleship of the Missouri Baptist Convention I am excited to 

announce that we have received a check for $2000 that must be 

used by December 31st for Evangelism and Outreach.  In applying 

for the grant we proposed an idea of giving out God’s Word and a 

Box of Food to members of our community.  Our area of focus will 

be the apartment units that held our block parties earlier in the 

year.  With this money we will be able to provide 75-80 homes with 

a $30.00 food basket.   

Here is where you come in!   

On December 21st we will need a group of people packing the box-

es beginning at 2 pm.  This group will pack and pray for all the box-

es.  We will fill the boxes in the hallway in the front of the church 

for quick access to the trailer without having to navigate any steps.  

Next we will need a group (which you are more than welcome to 

do both) to hand out the food and directly share the Gospel with 

those in the various apartments.  We are praying that as we go out 

we will not only accomplish a social justice type of ministry be-

cause, if we are honest, non-Christian organizations do a great job 

of that this time of the year, but we will give people the hands and 

feet of the Gospel first, followed by the spoken Gospel.  We expect 

to see people come to know Jesus through these direct witnessing 

opportunities.  Let us join together to allow the light of Jesus to be 

shown in the community. Will you take part in this practical, mis-

sional opportunity?  

 

Pastor John 

Minister of Students and Missions 

MISSION OPPORTUNITY 

International Missions Banquet 
November 16th, Pastor Barnicio of Light of Christ Church 

in East ST. Louis, and Pastor Rayden Hollis of Red Hill 

Church in Edwardsville, IL, came and spoke of what God 

was doing in the lives of their churches.  First Baptist Jack-

son and these two men and their churches are partnering 

together to see the gospel spread further than any of us 

could do alone.  We are looking forward to the years to 

come and as to how God is going to bless our efforts and 

partnerships together.  Pastor John will be scheduling fre-

quent trips to see these men and their churches in the 

future.  If you would like to be a part of one of those trips, 

talk to Pastor John.  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Please spread the word about the events so that we can minister to as many peo-

ple as we can.  If you have any questions about either of these events,  

contact the church office at office@firstbaptistjackson.tv or at (573) 243-8415. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 



And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of heavenly hosts praising 

God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

Luke 2:13-14 
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