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UPCOMING DATES 
February 15– Chili Cook-off @ 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 Bring your famous chili recipe for a chance to win the 

 golden ladle! This will be a fund raising event for the 

 missions of 2015 

February 13-15-  DNOW for all students 
 If you would like to attend DNOW 2015, please con-

 tact Pastor John Chidester ASAP.  

Every Wednesday in February– The Joy Choir will be visit-

 ing local nursing and assisted living homes. 

February 22-  Focus on WMU Night @ 6 pm 

February 27– GA Sleepover 
March 13-14-  Camp Out/Underground Church for Students  

March 26-28– “TIMELESS”  An Easter Drama 

 We will be putting together an Easter Drama that out-

 lines the life of Jesus Christ and how it relates to our 

 lives today.  If you would like to be involved this year, 
 watch for information in the upcoming bulletins.  

April 5– EASTER SUNDAY  

Continued on page 3... 

 

No matter your gift there is a place of service in the 
body of Christ just for you...  

THEEVANGEL 
NEWSLETTER of First Baptist Jackson 

One of the things that most people love about a new year is the 

excitement and the sense of “rebooting” that it brings.  For 

some it’s encouragement to make a “new beginning”.  For oth-
er’s it maybe a refocused mindset or lifestyle from the previous 

year.  And yet for others, it maybe the year that they try some-

thing completely new.  And of course, for some… it’s just anoth-

er year to be the same person you’ve always been.   

This year the life of First Baptist Jackson comes with that same 

excitement, yet with the possibility to become something even 
greater for the cause of Christ in our community and world. As 

our church grows and we continue doing things in excellence, 

the doors of opportunity open wide to get involved and contrib-

ute to being a part of the growing body of First Baptist Jackson. 

In this edition of the Evangel there is an underlying encourage-
ment to get plugged in to the ministries and happenings at FBJ.  

 Below are some practical and needed volunteer spots that need 

to be filled in order to make the ministries of FBJ most effective 

and efficient (in no particular order): 

 Children’s Ministry  
 

We are in desperate need of two toddler rooms during our 

second service to help with the overcrowding of our nursery 

area. We currently have one toddler room with children 
from ages 2 -6.  We would like to split the ages into two 

rooms so that the play and learning are age appropriate. 
 

We are implementing a new check-in system to our chil-

dren’s wing that will allow us to have an accurate record of 

all children present and the rooms where they are learning.  

This will give a much needed security to our facility and 

provide the safety that young parents are wanting.    

 

February 2015 

 
Watch for details in the upcoming bulletins 



I  feel honored to serve as your Senior Pastor as we 
continue our journey of seeking God’s Kingdom will to-

gether. Ephesians 6:12 reads “our struggle is against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 

dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms.” The following definition, for the term 

“spiritual warfare,” was provided during the Sunday 
morning message series: 

Spiritual Warfare is an unseen, nonphysical, combat, 

between evil spiritual powers and believers (which takes 
place in the realm of worship, ideas, practices, beliefs, 

devotions, and commitments) for God’s glory. God’s mis-

sion for believers in the craft of spiritual warfare is to 

bring order to chaos and shine light into the darkness, 

so that the created order is subdued to Jesus Christ’s 

Kingly rule. 

While the Apostle Paul employs militaristic language the 

ideas conveyed are inherently nonviolent. In fact, those 

who follow Jesus understand God’s vision for humanity 

is the end of war with peace.  Isaiah envisions the day 
where “nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4). Like-

wise, Jesus taught, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for 

they shall be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).  

If the biblical narrative describes God’s Kingdom as 

means to bring peace to the nations then the idea of 

spiritual warfare becomes a non-violent path to reimage 

God’s created order. The role of the individual follower of 

Jesus, as well as the local church, is to win spiritual 
battles through non-violent means including prayer, 

worship, teaching, serving, loving, compassion, mercy, 

and justice. The “win” is when Jesus’ Kingly rule is 

found in our local community and the world. The Gospel 

message brings light to darkness and order to chaos.  

For the Sunday morning messages we will continue to 

focus on the “The Craft of Spiritual Warfare.”   

A schedule of the topics of discussion is as follows: 

 2-1 -  Craft of Spiritual War: The Fall  

 2-8 - Craft of Spiritual War: The Triumph 

 2-15- Craft of Spiritual War: A Battle for the Heart 

 2-22 - Craft of Spiritual War: A Call to Prayer 

 3-1 -  Craft of Spiritual War: Prisoners of War 

 3-8 -  Craft of Spiritual War: The Dragon is Defeated 

 

I look forward to see how God will unfold His Kingdom 

plan through the ministry of First Baptist Jackson. I in-

vite you to pray and continue to seek the Lord with me 
as we study “The Craft of Spiritual Warfare.” 
 

PASTOR LUCAS CLABOUGH 

Senior Pastor 

JANUARY 2015 Attendance and Financial REPORT  
  

REMOVED FROM ONLINE VIEWING.  If you would like to know numbers,  

please call the church office during regular business hours 

(Get Plugged in… continued) 

 Student Ministry 
Pastor John is in need of  people to invest in the 

lives of our teens.  We are looking to start a small 
groups section to the large group meeting time on 

Wednesday nights.  We have recently grown to 
nearly 30 students and continue to grow weekly.  

 First Impressions 

As we continue to have more and more people 

visit and come through our doors, we are in need 
of people to be part of the team that welcomes 
those families.  We have had over 40 families and 
10 families visit our church in the last 2 months.  
Contact Pastor Josh if you would like to check it 
out. 

 Safety Team 

We are currently in the process of building a 

team that will secure our facility during our Sun-

day morning worship services.  This team is de-
signed to boost the safety of our building and to 
ensure a great experience for all that worship with 
us on Sunday.  If you are interested, contact Larry 
White. 

 Church Missions 

As we look to continue the relationships with our 

church plants and the mission endeavors that we 

are currently pursuing, we need people to carry 
out the missions.  In this upcoming year, there 
will be ample opportunity for any and everyone to 
be a part of the larger picture and commission.  
Every member of First Baptist Jackson is encour-
aged to participate in missions outside of our 
building.  If you want to know more about what 
you can do, contact Pastor John. 

 

2015 will prove to be an exciting time in the life of 
First Baptist Jackson, how will you be involved in 
the future of the church and the missions thereof?  
Pray that God continues to bless our efforts and 
may He be glorified above all! 

 

Pastor Josh Hensley 

Minister of Worship and Media 

Kids – Student Ministry 

 
Serving beside the parents of our students and kids, as well as, our 
incredible interns and volunteers over the last few months I have 
had a first hand look at all of the time, effort, and commitment it 
takes to push those ministries towards the plan God has given to 
us.  As God continues to give us, as a church the responsibly over 
more students and kids our response and willingness to work on 
His behalf must also grow.  An important thing to understand is 
that we are PAST capacity with our current work force and thus we 
must have more people that are willing to be trained to find their 
ministry niche inside of these two growing areas.  God has given us 
a great opportunity to rise out of our seats and to step out of our 
comfort zone to serve Him like never before.  My plan, over the next 
few weeks is to seek you out and to ask you to serve 3 months at a 
time.  Yes, you read correctly, only 3 Months!  At the end of the 3 
month time period we will ask for volunteers to serve an additional 
3 months to train those that are new to that area of ministry.  At 
the end of your 3 month span of service, if your desire is to stay on 

and continue to serve we will gladly accept that as well!  Personally, 
I can not wait to see what God does through you as you step out in 
faith, train for a new ministry, and serve in a way that honors God! 

 

Missions  

 
The church-wide mission efforts of FBJ have seen many things ac-
complished, but there is still work to be done.  One of the most ex-
citing things currently being explored is that of “Jobs for Life”.  
“Jobs for Life” is a biblically based job training course that provides 
people that find themselves unemployed or underemployed with job 
skills through teaching, training, and mentorship.  This ministry 

opportunity allows for two different aspects that push it to the front 
of our thought.  (1) We will seek business owners in Jackson, Cape 
Girardeau, and the surrounding areas that seek to make the Gospel 
known by their business practices.  By partnering with local busi-
ness we are able to secure people to perform interviews and more 
importantly, to partner with those that will actually be able to hire 
the graduates of the class.  (2) Each participant in the class is 
linked to a Christian mentor.  Think about it; you could walk side 
by side with someone that is not looking for a handout, but rather a 
hand up.  You could build a relationship with someone while help-
ing them, praying for them, and walking with them as they complete 
this class.  You could have to joy of being there at their graduation 
and knowing that through opportunities given by God you showed 
the love of Christ at a time when they need it the most.  Church this 
is a LOCAL mission opportunity that should encourage us and call 
us to action!  We will be rolling out more information soon about 
this exciting opportunity to work for the sake of the Gospel and the 
betterment of our community! 

 

Assimilation  

 
Have you joined the church in the last year?  Have you been visiting 
the church for a while and want to gather more information about 
what membership looks like here at FBJ?  Have you been a member 
here for a while and want to take an opportunity to get to know the 
new faces that attend a different service than you?  We have some 
exciting news for you.  Beginning soon will be a New Member’s 
Class!  Make sure to check the weekly bulletin for the exact times 
and dates of the upcoming class.  You do not want to miss it! 
 

Pastor John Chidester 

Minister of Students and Missions 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 We have had over 60 people fill out guest 

information cards over the past year? 
 We created a new Sunday school class 

in November and it already has over 20 

people? (Mostly made up of new and 

prospective members) 
 The Student Ministry is running nearly 

30 students? They have their own wor-
ship service on Wednesdays, complete 

with music and message!  Lives are be-

ing changed! 


