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July 13th– Senior Adult Ice Cream Social 

July 26th– Prep Night for Vacation Bible School 

July 27th-July 31st– Vacation Bible School 

July 30th-- Sneak Peek at Vacation Bible School 

August 2nd-- Church-Wide Picnic & Baptism 

August 11th-- Senior Adult Picnic  
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A Picture of Freedom 

Letter from Pastor Lucas 

  Freedom is a word often taken for granted. I freely write based on the sacrific-

es of others. Americans celebrate freedom from tyranny, oppression and liberty to pub-

lish speech, however controversial. For Christians, freedom is a blessing whereby we 

gather from Sunday to Sunday without government persecution. Freedom costs. Ameri-

can freedom cost the life of soldiers. 

  Just as national freedom costs, spiritual freedom cost the immeasurable blood 

of Christ. 1 Peter 1:18-19 tells, “For you know that it was not with perishable things 

such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down 

to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 

blemish or defect.” 

 Jesus Christ freed Christians from a greater danger than terrorists, nuclear 

bombs, or economic disaster. He freed believers from an empty life, condemnation, and 

the final judgment. Humans are born slaves to sin (Romans 6:20). Ultimately, sin leads 

to death. When God frees a person, he becomes a slave to righteousness (Romans 6:22). 

 Paul says, “God is so rich in kindness that he purchased our freedom through 

the blood of his Son, and our sins are forgiven” (Ephesians 1:7). There are numerous 

national symbols of freedom such as the Statue of Liberty, the American Flag, and the 

Declaration of Independence. Even greater than humanity’s national symbols of free-

dom is the cross. The cross forever pictures the restored union between God and men. 

The cross displays reconciliation between God and men. 

 Though Christ can set us free from sin and enslavement, we may choose to live 

in repression rather than newness of life. “Pleasures” God regards as evil, have an abil-

ity to trick us into thinking they are free. Freedom through sin is always artificial. 

Sometimes we fake smiles while our souls feel hollow. Other times our monetary free-

dom can actually serve to enslave us to materialism. Freedom many times is where we 

least expect and through self-discipline. 

 The freedom God gives is more than superficial. Jesus said, "I tell you the 

truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no permanent place in the 

family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free in-

deed” (John 8:34-36). God offers eternal freedom without condemnation. Celebrate 

freedom God gives in Jesus Christ. 
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The activities that took place were not just fun, they all related 

to Christ somehow. The staff was also very dedicated and 

spend very long hours with the students. They worked for 16 

weeks straight and acted like we were their first camp. They 

were always upbeat and energetic all the time.  

-Taylor Crites 

Camp has now come and gone. Thank you to all who 

helped us go! Thank you for your financial support as well as 

your prayers during our week away. We had 20 students and 4 

leaders attend camp this year. I think I can speak for everyone 

who went and say that we had a fantastic time. More than the 

good times though, when you peel back all the great games , 

water toys, and new friendships, I think that our students were 

able to examine Christ’s call on the lives and make another step 

in faith, towards following Jesus more closely.  

 I asked the students a week after camp was over why 

they thought their faith had grown during camp and the answer 

was quick to come, they all recognized that it was because the 

majority of their day was spent focusing on God, through His 

word, through conversation with others, and through the morn-

ing and nightly worship gatherings. Hearing that I am reminded 

of John 15:5, "  I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 

remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 

from me you can do nothing.” When we abide in Christ, 

Christ abides in us, and spiritual fruit is brought forth.  

Now we are back home, getting back into the daily 

routines of life and the challenge becomes keeping our eyes set 

on Christ. To look past everything and constantly remind our-

selves, “For in him all things were created…all things have been 

created through him and for him,” (Colossians 1:16).This life 

isn’t about us, as we discussed at camp, we exist in this life to 

proclaim the gospel.  

Corey Durbin 

Interim Minister of Students and Missions 

 

I loved the worship so much! The songs were very upbeat, but 

all had a great message behind it. The pastor had a great 

message every single night. I learned a lot from it each night.  

-Whitney Mauk 

Small group was a good way to get deeper in the message 

that the Pastor preached each morning, we got to know each 

other better, our group leader spent one on one time with us to 

get to know us better and where we were with our walk with 

Christ.   

-Madison Crites 

We exist to proclaim 
the gospel 

The food pantry is in need of plastic bags. If you 
have some you would like to donate, please bring 

them by the church office. 

The Spirit of Worship 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us 

exalt his name together. Psalm 34:3 

 I love this scripture and this is why: often times in 

worship you will hear a leader say something like, “we want to 

go deeper”, “we want to be closer to God”, “We invite God in 

our service.” All those things are great and I agree that we can 

always go deeper in worship, be closer to God, and have His 

Spirit leading us in our service.  

 David makes a profound statement with this Psalm. He 

says “O magnify the Lord.” This statement shows us that we 

have to adjust our vision at times.  

 Can God get any bigger? Of course not. He’s the big-

gest. Can he be any closer? He’s omnipresent and lives in us. 

Do we control when He can and cannot be a part of our ser-

vice? God is always here. He tells us that He sticks closer than 

a brother. So why tell you all this? 

 I believe sometimes we need to be reminded that the 

only way to go deeper, draw closer, and experience more with 

God is when we adjust ourselves. When we spend time with 

Him and become free of distraction to seek and listen to what 

He is saying then we can be clear where He is leading.  

 My encouragement to you would be “O magnify the 

Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.”  

Shawn Wells 

Interim Minister of Worship and Media 

June  
Financial and Attendance Update 

 

Removed from online viewing. If 

you would like to know numbers, 

please call the church office during 

regular business hours. 

Global Hunger Relief offering will be kicking off this 
month. Be in prayer about how much The Lord 
would have you give. More details to come. 

 That special time of year is almost upon us-- Vaca-

tion Bible School! We have already begun prep for this special 

week, but have even more work ahead of us before we will be 

ready for our kids. Teachers are already in the process of dec-

orating their classrooms and our resident artists have been 

working on stage props and hallway décor.  

 If you haven’t yet signed your kids up, please do so. 

You can sign up at our VBS table in the foyer or online. VBS 

will run from 9 a.m. until noon.  

 If you would like to be a part of the ministry oppor-

tunity, it’s not to late. Contact Corey or Diane Miinch to vol-

unteer for that week.  Even if you are unable to help during 

that time frame, you could still help with decorations (we will 

be prepping on July 26th after second service.) Additionally,  

on July 30th, we will be hosting a sneak peek for the parents 

of our students and will be offering a dessert reception. This 

event will start at 6:30, so if you would like to donate a des-

sert, you can bring it to the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 that night, 

and then stay to see what we have been up to during the week! 

 Most importantly, please be praying for us that week. 

We know that it is our Lord who changes hearts and lives and 

we want this event to be for His glory! Amen! 


