
THANK YOU 
All that participate and 

supported the Easter 

Drama this year.   

We had over 350 people 

come experience a  

message of grace and 

the glory of God. 

NEWSLETTER OF FIRST BAPTIST JACKSON 

MAY 2015 

UPCOMING DATES 

Reception for Pastors John and Josh 
In Fellowship Hall @ 6 pm 

MAY 3 
 

Senior Adult Camping Trip 

MAY 4-9 
 

Mother’s Day/Baby Dedication 
Please fill out information on the tear off 

tab of the bulletin by May 3rd 

MAY 10 
 

Graduation Recognition 
Please fill out information on the tear off 

tab of the bulletin by May 10 

MAY 17 
 

ACTeen Garage Sale 
Donate items at The Bridge 

June 3-4 
 

Crossings Student Camp 

JUNE 29– July 3 
 

VBS 

July 27-31 

EVANGEL 
THE 

CHECK OUT THE EASTER DRAMA FEATURE ON PAGE 4  

Dear Church Family, 

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever" (Hebrews 13:8). I'm glad Jesus 

never changes. Jesus never fails. Jesus is al-

ways Lord. Lean on Jesus. Whiling leaning on 

the unchangeable Jesus allow me to share a 

few thoughts. 

The first thought I would like to share is my 

reflection on the transition of staff at First Bap-

tist Jackson. Though the Lord works in mysteri-

ous ways, which we do not always understand, 

we should trust that both John and Josh are 

fully capable of discerning the Lord's will 

(although I wish The Lord had waited!!!). Re-

gardless of the timing, I want to take a moment 

to thank both men for their service. Josh suc-

cessfully helped the remodel committee in the 

selection of our sound equipment and audio-

visual equipment. Josh was at the forefront of 

launching multiple worship services, recruiting 

a worship band, and initiating our First Impres-

sions Team. Likewise Josh and I spent many 

months rebranding the ministry, creating a new 

website, updating the churches visual presen-

tation, and selecting avenues of marketing, 

among a legion of other initiatives. Josh helped 

develop our art exhibit in the foyer of the 

church, which led to an article featured in the 

 Southeast Missourian. God brought Josh at 

the perfect time to First Baptist Jackson. I ap-

preciate his diligence, humility, and most of all 

his weekly gladness in calling our church to 

worship. When recalling the vision of First Bap-

tist Jackson, John has also been crucial in 

helping all of us embrace God's mission. John 

has effectively led the student ministry, seeing 

the group grow from 15 to 40 young men and 

women. During the Sunday morning worship 

John has ensured the safety of the children in 

our facilities through a check-in system and 

after each Sunday morning service John has 

tracked and called each visitor. I firmly believe 

that John's leadership in the area of missions 

sets a pace for our future ministry. A great joy 

of mine was working alongside John in the de-

velopment of community block parties with 

100+ in attendance each night, over a period of 

four weeks. John strategized with the Interna-

tional Mission Board partnering with church 

plants, and John mobilized our church through 

a food ministry that was featured in The Mis-

souri Baptist Pathway. I appreciate his energy, 

passion, and drive to see people know Jesus. I 

take great joy in having worked with both Josh 

and John. The two men are my colleges, my 

fellow ministers, but even more, they have be-

come my closest of friends. To work alongside 

of them was an incredible blessing.  

 
Continued on pg 2 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Continued Pastor Lucas… 

The second thought I would like to share with you is in regards to our 

strategy moving forward as a church. The personnel committee has 

already met numerous times to brainstorm possibilities. The temporary 

solution will involve interim ministers being presented to serve. The long

-term solution will involve evaluating our current staffing structure and 

selecting the best strategy for future growth. Concerning the students, 

children, missions, media, first impressions, and worship ministry, we 

plan to move forward continuing what God has called us to accomplish.  

 

The third thought I would like to share with you is in regards to the vision 

of First Baptist Jackson. I believe very firmly in the vision God has for 

our church. We desire to change the world through missions and a part 

of that is our immediate goal to be a church for all people, of all ages, 

and all backgrounds. God's vision for the church will continue to move 

forward. Matthew 28:18-20 reads "And Jesus came and said to them, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.” Notice three facts that give us assurance. First, Jesus 

has all authority. He is in control. The story of First Baptist Jackson is 

His story. Secondly, we are called to continue the mission of Jesus. Je-

sus’ mission is our mission. Jesus’ vision is our vision. Third, Jesus is 

always with us! I would also add that Jesus is always for us. He is with 

the ministry of First Baptist Jackson and he is for the ministry of First 

Baptist Jackson. Philippians 1:6 states, "And I am sure of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ." God began a good work at First Baptist Jackson, God is 

continuing a good work at First Baptist Jackson, and God will finish the 

work at First Baptist Jackson.  

 

The fourth thought I would like to share with you is that I firmly believe 

the Lord has called me to serve as the Senior Pastor of First Baptist 

Jackson. I have invested my thoughts, my prayers, my time, and my 

study of God’s Word in the ministry of this church and I have tried, as 

much as humanly possible, to invest in the people who compose the 

church. The past couple of years I have been honored to officiate funer-

als of dear saints of God, minister to grieving families, and pray with 

dozens and dozens of church members at numerous hospitals or their 

homes. I have enjoyed the smiles I receive from visits to our shut-ins 

and members at assisted living facilities. Each week I am encouraged to 

hear members stop me after the Sunday morning worship and tell me 

how the preaching of God’s Word is changing their life and at the 

Wednesday prayer meeting I have been moved as we lift up people to 

the Lord. I have been honored to serve alongside magnificent 

 staff members, deacons, Sunday school teachers, volunteers, leaders, 

and committee members. I love the ministry of First Baptist Jackson and 

I love the people that make this church so wonderful. Through the chal-

lenges and changes I want us all to continue to focus on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. I have certainty that the method to accomplish 

God’s work at First Baptist Jackson will continue to unfold in God’s time 

as we hold fast to the gospel message. So . . . . . . Let’s look to Jesus 

expecting great things as he reveals His wonderful vision for First Bap-

tist Jackson. 

For God’s Glory, 

LUCAS CLABOUGH 
Senior Pastor 

ANNIE 

ARMSTRONG 

EASTER OFFERING 

NAMB estimates that 3 out of 4 people 

living in North America do not have a 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Let’s help change that number 

OFFERING ENDS MAY 10th 

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday  

and today and forever."  

Hebrews 13:8 

Every Sunday, I leave worship feeling so blessed for having been 
a part of something special…for when I prepare my heart to re-
ceive and when I truly listen to the messages in both the music 
and the sermon…I feel the presence of God!! And where God is, 
true & uninhibited worship happens. 

   Two weeks ago, at the conclusion of first service, I hurried to my 
office and jotted the following in my journal. “Today is Sunday, 
April 19th. Early service just ended. Worship was absolutely 
amazing…the music, the Lord’s Supper, and Pastor Lucas’ mes-
sage on “encouragement” ( from Acts 4) which was inspiring & 
wonderfully delivered – possibly the best yet. We (First Baptist) 
are so blessed. My only regret is that our sanctuary is not filled to 
over-flowing every single week. Are we inviting people to hear 
God’s Word and are we contacting folks like we should? It’s excit-
ing and I so want my community to experience and know Jesus!” 

Shortly after writing that journal entry, I learned that two of our 
ministers, John (pastor of youth & missions) and Josh (pastor of 
music & media), were leaving us. It was a huge surprise, but I 
realize God is in control of their lives as well as ours. Knowing 
they are following His call…and doing what each feels is best for 
their young families… makes it at least bearable. I only wish their 
“call” to us had been a longer tenure. Before the transition begins, 
I wanted to share some insights and perspective from this senior 
adult who has been serving on staff with these young men: senior 
pastor Lucas, and pastors Josh & John. 

    I have been here a long time and have worked under many fine 
pastors, but these guys have been such a blessing… and have 
brought so many gifts to the table. They are fun, intelligent, multi-
talented young men…good husbands and fathers…and with a 
passion to serve the Lord. I know He has great things in store for 
each of them. We have been a good team and good friends 
(despite the huge age difference, which maybe you hadn’t no-
ticed. lol) It is not uncommon for Pastor Lucas (who, by the way, 
is not leaving) to stop by my office asking for advice or an opinion 
on some idea or issue. I so appreciate that he values and re-
spects my thoughts (on behalf of our many FBC senior adults). 
The respect is mutual…and I hope to work alongside him for 
many years to come!! 

    As for the journal entry I mentioned above: I pray we continue 
that kind of excitement as we move forward with our vision: “a 
strong & solid future for FBCJ.” Continue to support and be an 
Encourager to our pastor as he ministers & feeds us from God’s 
word. Be kind and patient with one another; and remember to 
invite people to worship!!! Finally, pray for our personnel team as 
they search for new music & youth candidates. Through it all, may 
God be glorified!!!  In Jesus Name…. 

JEAN SCHWEAIN 

As I am sure you know, Tonya, the financial secretary, moved to Nashville over a month ago. I have been continuing to complete my duties 

as secretary in addition to transitioning to the job of financial secretary. I have to say, though, I have not done this alone. I have had many 

volunteers come in during this transition to help me. With cheerful hearts they have answered phones, published the prayer guide, recorded 

Sunday School attendance, and a host of other tasks. Whatever I have asked, they have done willingly. This has been such a blessing to me 

during this time, I cannot thank them enough. Also, thanks to everyone for their prayers concerning our staff, and specifically me as I am 

working hard to learn lots of new tasks. This Sunday, as you look around during service, remember that you are in great company. Each be-

liever is a representative of Christ, not just ministers. You all have been an encouragement to me. Keep up the prayers! 

LORETTA DURBIN 
Financial Secretary 

I am writing this letter to formally resign from the position of Pastor 
of Students and Missions at First Baptist Jackson.  After a 100% 
vote of affirmation, I have accepted a call to serve as the Senior 
Pastor of Brownsville Missionary Baptist Church, a Southern Bap-
tist Church in Brownsville Kentucky.  I want to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for the opportunity to serve on staff at First 
Baptist Jackson.  The opportunity to help establish and work out a 
mission’s strategy with a church eager to make a difference in the 
Kingdom of God was amazing.  Serving students that are hungry 
for God’s Word and seeing that ministry grow to a well-
established base of nearly 40 students proves that God’s word, as 
well as, His love will not return void.  Working with the staff on a 
daily basis to lead, direct, and serve in ministry together has not 
only been a fantastic ministry experience, but I have gained very 
close friends as well.  My firm belief is that God has brought Pas-
tor Lucas, his leadership, and his vision to a great church at a 
great time in history.  I look forward to hearing about the future 
ministry of First Baptist Jackson under the leadership of Pastor 
Lucas and the staff of First Baptist Jackson.  As of now my last 
Sunday will be May 3rd, with my first day at BMBC being May 
4th.  Thank you for your willingness to serve beside me in minis-
try, to try new things for the glory of God, and for the love you 
continually showed my family and I. 

For His Glory, 

PASTOR JOHN CHIDESTER 
 
It is with careful thought and consideration that I resign my posi-
tion as Minister of Worship and Media of the First Baptist Jackson 
effective May 11, 2015.  I have accepted a position at New Work 
Fellowship of Hopkinsville, KY, as their Worship Pastor.  It was a 
unanimous call from the church, which further confirmed what 
God has been calling my family to pursue.  It is necessary to 
move closer to family as we continue raising and growing our own 
young family.  
  
When I was called to First Baptist Jackson, I was excited to join a 
fellowship that was on a journey to impact their community by 
rejuvenating their facilities, their worship, and their hearts.  As I 
look back over the last year and a half, I see many things that 
were successes and ultimately brought God glory.  First Baptist 
Jackson is primed and ready to do great things and I have full 
confidence that you will as you continue to seek what God is do-
ing and align yourself with His purpose.  I am thankful for the staff 
that I have been able to work alongside and trust them to continue 
to lead this church.  I have learned from Pastor Lucas and his 
biblical insight and preaching and encourage you to hold fast to 
his vision for FBJ. 
  
As I close, I am grateful for the opportunity to lead you and the 
encouragement and support that you have shown.  I pray that 
God blesses the church in its endeavors and gives you a future of 
success and impact.   
 

PASTOR JOSH HENSLEY 


