
1. Look at Luke 9.1-6 and 37-41. Why do you think the disciples failed 
to drive out the spirit in the later passage after being so successful 
earlier? 

• Think about your own life: why don’t past experiences of God’s 
goodness, power, etc. always translate into future trust?

2. Twice in Luke 9 Jesus predicts his own death (9.22,44), both times 
soon after performing acts of great power. 

• Why do you think he chose those times to tell the disciples? 

• Why do you think this was so hard for the disciples to under-
stand? Why do you think (in verse 45) they were afraid to ask 
for clarification? (Hint: look where their thoughts go instead in 
verse 46)

• Can you think of a time in your own life where you wanted to 
“hide” from a hard truth?

3. Read Luke 9.46-50

• What does Jesus’ lesson with the child teach about how to be-
come great in his kingdom?

• How is this different from what the disciples are expecting?

• How might the episode in v.49-50 relate to this teaching? What 
is it exactly that the disciples object to? How does Jesus re-
spond to their objections, and what does that say about status 
in Jesus’ kingdom?

4. All of these stories reveal the fallibility of the disciples.

• Why is that good news for us?

• What is the danger of placing people other than Jesus on a 
“pedestal?” Where do you see that happening and how does 
that turn out?

FU RTH E R STU DY Q U E STION S

Recap: Up on the Mountain

Back to Reality: 3 Short Stories

 » Lack of  _______________ (vv. 37-43)

 » Lack of  ____________________  (vv. 43b-45)

 »  ______________  and  _____________  (vv. 46-50)

2 Insights:

 » The disciples were  _______________ vessels; we are too.

 » Following Jesus is a  _____________ journey

Take home idea: You don’t need to be  ________________  to follow 

Jesus, but  following Jesus should  _____________  us!
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