
 

 

Faith Talk Ideas 

Hope Away  
From Home 

Can you remember holding your newborn children and marveling at how helpless they are? Without loving care 
and attention babies do not thrive. It is God’s design for all people to come under the loving care and attention 
of another. In the home, parents are given authority over their children; in the community, God has put leaders 
in place to govern; and in the church, God has given pastors and elders the authority to care for the flock. Sheep 
need GOOD shepherds to lead, guide, protect, and feed his flock.   

READ TOGETHER: 1 Peter 5:1-5 

THINK TOGETHER: A good shepherd puts the needs of the sheep above his own. A good shepherd endures 
difficulty, danger, and hardship to make sure the sheep get what they need. His/her care for the sheep results 
in them trusting God, following him, and obeying his commands. The shepherd knows how to lovingly discipline 
the sheep without frustrating or scaring them. In his wisdom, God has placed leaders in government, the home, 
and the church to care for those under their leadership. Our passage today deals with the shepherds that God 
has given the church—elders.  
  
DO TOGETHER: Leading during these days is difficult! Talk together about people who are trying to manage the 
response to the coronavirus nationally and locally, as well as at First Free. What makes these challenging days 
to lead? What makes these difficult days to follow?  
Peter describes the qualities an elder should possess. Put these qualities in your own words to help children 
understand what a person is like who possesses these qualities. Would this be a person that would be easy to 
follow, even if you didn’t agree with them? Why or why not?  
Peter also helps us understand how we should respond to their leadership. What does it mean to “clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another”? What does it mean to respond with humility? Would a person like 
that be easy to lead, even if they didn’t agree with everything that leaders decided? Why or why not?  
Make a list of the significant leaders nationally, in our state, and our local government. Add to that list the 
elders at First Free: Jeff Syrios, Chairman; Keith Adams, Vice-Chairman; Ken Bengtson, Cary Lavender, Dave 
Netherton, Jonny Rector, Steve Schatzman, Joe Stout, and Scott Stringfield, along with Pastors Josh Black and 
Ron May. Put the list in a place where you will be reminded to pray for these leaders as they attempt to lead us 
during these difficult days.  
 
PRAY TOGETHER: Thank God for his good plan of authority. Pray that he will grow you in your role as leaders in 
your family and that you will be both brave and humble in your leadership. Pray for the elders and pastors at 
First Free, and for our national and local leaders. Pray that God would help your children love, trust, and obey 
you while they are in your home and that they will grow in their love, trust, and obedience of God and his Word. 
Thank God for the Great Shepherd, Jesus, who gave his life for his sheep.  


