
 

 

Faith Talk Ideas 

When Kingdoms  

Collide 

Daniel and his three friends are removed from the familiar rhythms of family and religious life and placed under 

the authority of the enemy of God’s people. They were even given new names in hopes they would switch their 

loyalty from the one true God of Israel to the gods of Babylon. Daniel and his friends remained faithful and God 

protected them and granted them favor with their captors.   

READ TOGETHER: Daniel 1 

THINK TOGETHER: Think about ways our faith is challenged in our culture. Daniel and his friends remained 

faithful to God while still performing their duties with excellence for the king. It is hard to obey God in enemy 

territory! But God does not leave us alone in that. He always enables what he requires to accomplish his 

purposes in our lives and in the world.  

DO TOGETHER: Talk together about how living faithfully for God can clash with people not seeking to live in the 

same way. Do priorities of attending church as a family collide with sports schedules or other weekend 

activities? Is there conflict as you navigate lifestyle choices (television shows, decisions about what to wear, 

what movies to see, etc.) either together as a family or with other families who may not share your desire to live 

holy lives? Have each person write down areas they have experienced tension in these areas. In our passage 

today, what were the issues Daniel faced? Does what you eat or drink seem like a very big deal? Why was it a 

big deal to Daniel and his friends? Read verse 8 together. Daniel did not want to defile himself by disobeying 

God’s law on what to eat or drink.  

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12. What does Paul say makes a life pleasing to God? The categories are fairly broad 

because God gives us great freedom in Christ. What are some of your personal convictions in holy living? Share 

them with your children and your process in settling on them.  

Remember that the gospel is our motivation and power for holy living! God is pleased when his children live in 

obedience to his Word, but we are his children only because of what Christ has done for us. Obedience is based 

on our relationship—a response to his love, mercy, and grace and enabled through the power of the Spirit.  

PRAY TOGETHER: Ask God to give you courage to obey him when it is hard. Pray for hearts that want to please 

God more than man. Pray that God would grant you favor with those you work with and live near and that he 

would bless you as you purpose to live for him.    

  

 


