
 ELDER CANDIDATES 

 
Scott Stringfield 

Spouse: Kerry 
Children: Anne Elder, Stephen, Eric 
Member for: 7 years 

Employment: Via Christi Family Medicine Residency 
How do you desire God to use you as an elder?  
To be faithful to serve the church as an elder and help guide 
the Board of Elders in the decisions that come up in 
accordance with his will and ways, to shepherd well the 
flock that the Lord has brought to this church, to be 
courageous in decisions that sometimes need to be made 
but are difficult, and in all these areas in complete and 
humble dependence upon his guidance and leading.  

I hope that it can be said of me that as an elder that I “lived 
in righteousness” (as I can only do in his strength), “was 
blameless among the people of my time” (not offensive in 
my treatment of others but clear in my faith even though 
the message of the gospel can be perceived as offensive), 
and that I “walked faithfully with God” as he reveals in his 
Word, and as he allows me the ability to walk in the good 
works, “which he (has already) prepared beforehand” for 
me (Genesis 6:9; Ephesians 2:10). 

 
Jeff Syrios 

Spouse: Susan 
Children: Justin, Connor, Zach 
Member for: 31 years 

Employment: Sedgwick County District Court Judge 
How do you desire God to use you as an elder?  
It is an honor to work alongside some amazing and godly 
men on the elder board. Shepherding can be hard work. But 
when I see the love, faithfulness, and commitment of our 
pastors and staff, I am always encouraged to continue in 
this leadership position. As I look forward to this fourth 
term, I hope to serve our people well and to continue to 
lead our Board in a way that best accomplishes our mission 
of making disciples of Jesus Christ. I love this church!  

 

 

Joe Woodward 

Spouse: Andrea 
Children: Annabelle 
Member for: 12 years  

Employment: Koch Industries/Youth Entrepreneurs 
How do you desire God to use you as an elder? 
I love our church family and am excited about the 
opportunity to learn from and serve alongside the elders at 
First Free to shepherd God’s flock. I desire to help the 
elder team make progress in truly knowing and leading the 
flock by focusing on proactive and preventative care. My 
hope is that each church member would realize, practically, 
how they need the church and how the church needs them 
(1 Corinthians 12:22). 

God has blessed our church with incredible vision and 
clarity on where we are going (ministry map and 
membership covenant). My desire is that we would continue 
to increase in being faithful while trusting God for gospel 
growth that is deep (shepherding) and wide (evangelism/
baptisms/new members). 

 TRUSTEE CANDIDATES 

 
Andrew Coltrain 

Spouse: Alex 
Children: Benjamin, Gabrielle 
Member for: 2 years  

Employment: Intrust Bank 
How do you desire God to use you as trustee? 
I feel very honored to be nominated to serve as a trustee. I 
have been at First Free longer than I can remember. My 
wife and I are very grateful for what God has done in our 
lives and the lives of our children through this church body. 
It is my prayer that I would faithfully serve God and this 
church in this role, learning from the experience of others, 
humbly bringing my own perspectives, and by the grace of 
God, maintaining the highest levels of honesty and 
trustworthiness. I hope to follow the Spirit’s leading in 
order to make meaningful contributions to wise, biblical 
decisions. 
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Eric Ross 

Spouse: Jaylen 
Children: William 
Member for: 4 years  

Employment: Hutton Construction 
How do you desire God to use you as a trustee?  
I desire to serve the church using the gifts I have been given 
to help steward the church’s resources in God-honoring 
ways. It is my prayer that God would use the group of 
trustees to help guide the church’s resources in ways that 
enhance the mission of the church body to make disciples.  

 
Brian Sandberg 

Spouse: Mandy 
Children: Ava 
Member for: 3 years  

Employment: Home Bank & Trust 
How do you desire God to use you as a trustee?  
Since becoming a member of First Free, my desire has been 
for God to give me a servant heart. I have ushered and 
taught Sunday school and God has used these serving 
opportunities to help me grow in new relationships along 
with filling a need within the church. I desire for God to do 
the same thing in this new role, to make new long-lasting 
relationships with other members while fulfilling a need 
within the church and serving the Lord with all my heart. 

 

David Sutton 

Spouse: Julie 
Children: Andy, Steven, Jordan  
Member for: 30 years  

Employment: Intrust Bank 
How do you desire God to use you as a trustee?  
I desire God to use me as a trustee through contributing on 
the Trustee Board with prudent decision-making, strategic 
planning, and input on the budget process. I believe my 
education and experience as a certified public accountant 
and as a trusts and estates attorney equips me well for the 
duties of a trustee. I believe God has made me as one who 
is motivated to serve others, to calmly address and solve 
problems, to do things well, and to uphold the truth of and 
the principles in his Word. 

 

 

 

 

 DEACON CANDIDATES 

 
Debbie Entz 

Children: Landon, Jordan, Dylan, Nathan 
Member for: 8 years 
Employment: Choices Medical Clinic  

How do you desire God to use you as a deacon? 
I feel I will be able to use my spiritual gifts of mercy and 
helps in the Caring Ministry deacon position. Due to the 
losses in my life, I feel the Lord has uniquely prepared me 
to encourage others who are suffering, grieving, and feeling 
hopeless. The Lord has carried me through some difficult 
times. Having been there, I can empathize with my brothers 
and sisters in Christ and hopefully bring them hope and 
peace through his Word. 

 
Holly Ingram 

Spouse: Philip 
Children: Moses, Titus 
Member for: 14 years 

Employment: USD 259 
How do you desire God to use you as a deacon?  
It is my desire to be used by God in this role of welcoming 
families into our church as a way to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus to new attendees to First Free. It is overwhelming 
to figure out where to go and what to do when arriving 
somewhere new. When we lower those anxieties for 
families, they can experience the fellowship with believers 
while attending the worship service and classes and not 
worry about where or what their children are doing. I have 
worked in many capacities similar to this in my role for the 
school district and feel very comfortable to train and recruit 
volunteers to serve on the First-Time Family Check-In 
team. 

 
Jeff Keck 

Spouse: Gail 
Children: Nathan, Gretchen, Andrew, 
Alysha  

Member for: 25 years  
Employment: Spirit AeroSystems 
How do you desire God to use you as a deacon?  
As member of this body, it is my desire, first as an act of 
obedience to God, to serve the body, using the gifts that he 
has blessed me with. In addition, I hope to develop and 
strengthen relationships with those I assist and work with. 
Finally, I pray that I might be an encouragement, not only 
to those that I will be able to help directly, but also as an 
example to others who may be called to serve. 



 

Meg McGranaghan 

Member for: 32 years  
Employment: Retired 
How do you desire God to use you as a 

deacon? I am honored to be nominated to serve as a 
deacon. As a task-oriented person, I believe the roll of 
assisting with communion and baptism fits my strengths. I 
pray God will open my eyes to see the opportunities to 
serve him clearly in this role and use me in any way he sees 
fit. 

 
Susan Syrios 

Spouse: Jeff 
Children: Justin, Connor, Zach  
Member for: 31 years  

Employment: Retired 
How do you desire God to use you as a deacon? 
In service to our church family, with a happy heart and 
attitude! As membership deacon, to guide applicants 
through the process efficiently and with grace. I would 
love new members to be excited about joining our church 
and find ways to plug in. I’m grateful to be available in any 
way I can help with that. 

 

Patti West 

Spouse: Byron 
Children: Ryan  
Member for: 18 years  

Employment: Retired 
How do you desire God to use you as a deacon?  
After I retired in March I began to pray for God to open 
doors for me to use my hands and feet for Christ so that 
others would see the love of God in me and that I might be 
a vessel of Christ’s love for others and to serve others in 
some capacity. I now have my mother down here in assisted 
living, but with the COVID restrictions I am really confined 
with what I can do for her right now, which has left me 
with a lot of free time. I feel like being asked to serve as a 
deacon is an answer to prayer. I am praying that by serving 
as a deacon I might not only be able to serve our church 
body, but that I may also form new friendships with others 
that will create additional areas of opportunity to serve 
where my gifts can be used. 

 

 

Chris Wolgamott 

Spouse: Trisha 
Children: Connor, Kate  
Member for: 5 years  

Employment: Meritrust Credit Union 
How do you desire God to use you as a deacon?  
My position at the credit union puts me in daily contact 
with those that are struggling financially. I want to be able 
to use my training and skills in money management to help 
those that are in a bad financial position either find 
resources and help. 

  MISSIONS COMMITTEE CANDIDATE 

 

Sara Swartzendruber 

Spouse: David 
Children: George, Sharea, Samuel, Grace  
Member for: 26 years  

Employment: Student at WSU Nursing School 
How do you desire God to use you as a member of the 
missions committee?  
I desire to have God use me in whatever way he chooses. 
One way may be that as a former missionary kid I am able 
to bring a point of view to the committee that sees things 
from a third culture perspective. 

 

Sunday, November 15 
Members Meeting at 6:00 pm 


