
 

 

Faith Talk Ideas 

King of Heaven:  

The King’s Authority 
 

The Sermon on the Mount continues with Jesus continuing to turn the accepted practices of the day upside down. “You 

have heard it said” followed by, “but I say to you.” Jesus reveals that the hidden motivations of the heart condemn a 

person as much as their actions.  

READ TOGETHER: Matthew 5:17-48 

THINK TOGETHER: In Matthew 5 we see Jesus teaching his new disciples what it means to be his followers. Jesus 

emphasizes that those who are part of the kingdom of God should live in a way that reflects the king! Their focus is not 

only life with one another, but living in such a way that attracts others to join.   

DO TOGETHER: Read verses 17-48 aloud together. Notice how Jesus contrasts what is a commonly held belief or practice 

with a different practice for his people. Christ followers in all times and all places have had to wrestle with how to live out 

their faith in whatever time and place God has them.  

Look together at verses 43-48 again.  

Write on a large piece of paper, “You have heard it said…” Ask everyone to contribute to the conversation on the popular 

message of how we treat our enemies. Does anyone have any examples of how social media has been used to get 

revenge on another person? Ever heard the phrase, “Don’t get mad, get even.”  How would you define an enemy? 

Sometimes we view those we envy as our enemies because they may have or do things that we wish we could have or do. 

How do we treat those we just don’t like or maybe have a good reason to want to stay away from? These conversations 

require wisdom and careful listening! There may be times when children need adults to intervene on their behalf. Other 

times, they just need help navigating the difficult waters of relationships.  

Next write, “But I say to you, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those that persecute you.’” Imagine you begin praying for 

someone you consider your enemy. Your thoughts turn from hashing over their troubling actions to praying for God to help 

and bless them. It is a way that God uses to change our hearts towards our enemies so that we grow to love them and 

desire the best for them. The best for them would be for them to know God through Christ! This is a message that is better 

received from a friend than an enemy! Talk together about those you would include on a prayer list because they oppose 

you or things you value. Commit to pray for them together.  

PRAY TOGETHER: Pray that your family would grow in love for those who oppose you. Pray for God’s help to withstand the 

temptation to sling mud or get even. Pray for courage to stand up for those who are weak. Praise God for Jesus who has 

made a way for enemies of God to become his friends!       

  

 

 


