
 

 

 

Faith Talk Ideas 

Joseph: Meant for Good 
 

Our passage this week focuses on the actions of Joseph’s brother, Judah, and his daughter-in-law, Tamar. The narrative 

has adult themes, so it might not be a chapter to read aloud with younger children. It is, however, an important story as 

we see how God works to accomplish his purposes through people—flawed though they might be!   

READ Together: Genesis 38  

THINK Together: Think about the disastrous family drama in this passage. Yet from this mess, God determined to bring 

Jesus into the family of Judah’s descendants. God’s purposes are not hindered by the sins of man.   

DO Together: As we learn about the life of Joseph during this sermon series, work together to create a book about Joseph. 

You can work together, partner with a family member, or let everyone make their own. As we track the life of Joseph we 

want to pay attention to the action or conflict in the story, who the characters are, and the resolution of the action or 

conflict. Work together to make illustrations for the book. Come up with a title for your book and make a title page. This 

week our passage is about Judah and Tamar.  

As you think about how to consider this episode in Judah’s life, notice verse 29. Read Ruth 4:18-22 and notice how 

Judah’s descendants include King David. Read Matthew 1:1-16 and see how Judah’s family tree includes Jesus! 

Remember how Pastor Josh encouraged us to consider the life of Joseph in three ways:  

     1) Life lessons that illustrate the negative and positive examples drawn from the lives of the people.  

     2) Theological truths that tell us about God’s providence and his character. 

     3) Gospel truths that point to Jesus.  

All three of those elements are present in our passage this week. Without dwelling on the particulars of the life lessons, it 

is clear this passage offers examples on how NOT to live! But what do we learn about the providence of God? God will 

accomplish his purposes! Even in the midst of this dramatic story of sin and deception, God was creating the family that 

would welcome his son in human form.  

This isn’t the last time we will read about Judah! Notice how he does the right thing in the way he deals with Tamar after 

she identifies him as the father (verse 26). Watch for ways he develops as an important character in the weeks to come!  

PRAY Together: Pray that children will trust in God no matter what the circumstances in their lives. Thank God that all 

things work together for good for God’s children—even when circumstances do not seem good to us. Praise God for our 

sinless Savior, Jesus!  
  

 


