
CONGREGATION PRAYER FOR TODAY AND THE FUTURE 
 

...if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 

their land. 
(II Chronicles 7:14)  

One generation shall commend your works to another, 
    and shall declare your mighty acts.  

(Psalm 145:4)  
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled 

with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God...   
(Colossians 1:9-10)  

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 
(Romans 12:2)  

...and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. 

(Ephesians 3:19)  
And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your 

word with all boldness...  
(Acts 4:29)  

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand firm.  

(Ephesians 6:13)  
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  

 
(Romans 12:12) 

 
...so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good 

work and increasing in the knowledge of God... 
(Colossians 1:10)  

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.   
(Colossians 3:2)  

...therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.  
 

(Matthew 9:38) 
 

THE FUTURE  
There is hope for your future, 

declares the Lord, 
    and your children shall come back to their own country.  

Jeremiah 31:17, ESV 
 

PRAYER:  Elder Lanny Lambert   
Our great God and Father, and God of our fathers, you are worthy of all praise for 
the blessings you have poured out on our congregation here down through these 
two hundred and twenty-five years!   
 
We thank you for those who first brought the gospel to Columbia, and for the way 
your Spirit prompted the founding of the First Presbyterian Church family here.  
Thank you for preserving the good seed of your word they planted, and for blessing 
those who in successive generations watered it.      
 
We marvel at the increase you have given from those early days, and with all our 
hearts praise you for it.     
                                                                                                                    
You are the One who has given it, for surely “Your hand, O God, has guided your 
flock from age to age!” 
 

For those whose names are known to us - from our walks through our churchyard 
and from the pages of our church history - we thank you.       
                                                
We rejoice, too, in the unremembered saints who, in worship and prayer, mutual 
love and steady witness, enabled our church to continue faithful to this day.  With 
joy we acknowledge that others have laboured here over the centuries, and it is our 
privilege to have entered into their labours! 
 
Lord, thank you for the blessings you have showered upon us here in our own 
lifetime, for keeping us focused on your Son, and anchored in your Word, and 
giving us this place whose very stones we love.  
 
Thank you, too, for the privilege of belonging to this bundle of life in Christ 
composed of every age and stage; and for the variety of gifts you have given to us 
for ministry to each other and for enabling us to seek together the welfare of our 
city.   
 
Thank you, too, for those you have called from here to go to the ends of the earth. 
Be with them today, and bless their service in your kingdom!  
 
Lord, surely our cup runs over! Your goodness and mercy have followed us all the 
days of our lives!   
 
But we pray for more. “We need you every hour, most gracious Lord!”  Pour out 
your Spirit upon us in fresh ways. Empower those who preach your word to us; 
give wisdom to our elders as they lead us, discernment to our deacons as they 
minister among us, and encouragement to our staff as they serve us. Indeed, grant 
your promised presence and blessing to all of us, from the youngest to the oldest, 
from the strongest to the weakest. May we “see you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day!”   
 
Father, answer the prayers your Son, our Lord Jesus, made for us: that our church 
may be kept faithful until he comes again.             
                                                                
Until that day, enable us to live together in love just as, through the Spirit, he lives 
in your love and you in his. Grant his request that thus even strangers will see his 
transforming power among us and be drawn to trust him, too.  
 
Father, make these days of thanksgiving and celebration a time of fresh dedication 
to you. Help us to grow in knowing you, in loving your Son, and in walking in the 
Spirit, serving each other with humility and joy.   
 
With deep thankfulness and praise for all your mercies toward us that we now 
commit ourselves afresh to you and to one another, in Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 
 

(Prayer written by Dr. Sinclair Ferguson) 
 
HYMN:  Be Thou My Vision  SLANE 

 
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art; 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night; 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father and I, Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

 
High King of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’n’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

BENEDICTION 
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SCRIPTURE READING 
 

+ HYMN:  Great is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS 
  
  Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  
  There is no shadow of turning with Thee;  
  Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;  
  As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
  Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!  
  Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
  All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, 
  Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,  
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness  
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  

  Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!  
  Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
  All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, 
  Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,  
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

  Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!  
  Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
  All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, 
  Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
THE PAST: 

 
Remember the days of old; 

    consider the years of many generations; 
ask your father, and he will show you, 
    your elders, and they will tell you. 

 
Deuteronomy 32:7, ESV 



PRAYER:                         Elder Randy Folks  
Eternal and ever blessed God, we cannot pray as we ought expressing our love and 
gratitude for your great kindness in establishing our church so long ago as a vital 
part of your kingdom on earth, yet today we offer our heartfelt thanks for what you 
have done and recognize your sovereign will and gracious hand in our history. 
 
We praise you for putting in the hearts of Thomas Taylor and Benjamin Waring to 
invite David Dunlap to plant a church in this city.  They recognized how important 
it is to a young town to grow up with a Sabbath Day observance.   
 
We marvel at the courage and perseverance of David and Susannah Dunlap as they 
faced the heat, the cold, the mosquitoes, and the rain of Columbia.  You enabled 
them to serve for ten years before they laid their lives down together to rest from 
their great labors.  Thank you for the seed they planted which we now observe as 
harvest and fruit.   
 
For the elders, who agonized in prayer for revival all through our history, you 
graciously gave seasons of spiritual refreshment in answer.  How is it, Lord, that 
you gave us such giants for our pulpit as Benjamin Palmer, James Thornwell, John 
Girardeau, Samuel Smith, Andrew Blackwood, Sinclair Ferguson, and Derek 
Thomas?  For the learning and elegance they brought to our worship and the 
Spirit’s enabling them to communicate the gospel so clearly and effectually, we give 
you thanks.   
 
Your mighty presence was with us through the dark days of war. Four score and 
seven went to battle and twenty-four did not return to their homes. You held our 
church together in those trying times and comforted widows and children.   
 
You preserved our ancestors through times of epidemic, fire, and poverty. When 
we had no elder candidates, you took 17- and 18-year-old members and made them 
leaders.   
 
When fire destroyed our house of worship, you gave grace and courage to rebuild 
and kept the people strong and resolved to continue the ministry in this church.   
 
You provided the impetus when the iron curtain fell to enter Europe with the 
gospel, making Ukraine our focus.  There you directed us clearly to Vinnitsa where 
we enabled, through your provision, the completion of a marvelous church building 
which stands today as a symbol of our partnership with that congregation.  Since 
that time, you've given us the grace and support to have annual visits to encourage 
our friends in that church.  They've gone into rural ministry.  You've sent out dental 
and medical teams for their wellbeing, established a radio ministry, and brought 
their pastors here for training and fellowship.  We thank you for giving us the Frank 
C. Hill Center for World Missions and our continuing involvement with the 
believers in Pakistan and Wales and numerous other fields of service.   
 
You helped us see the need for providing for our seniors in a lovely setting near 
the river.  You sent the plans and funds for the Laurel Crest Center which continues 
this ministry long after our people founded it.   
 
We thank you for the place of music and song in our history. You have given us 
musical geniuses like Arpad Darazs, Larry Wyatt, Fred Parker, Ron Miller, Daniel 
Cole, and Thomas Russell to enhance our worship and lift up exquisite programs 
at Christmas and Easter that gather the community.  
 
You sent surges of spiritual awakening which brought new converts in groups of 
50 or more and brought great joy to us.  You called our elders to plan for and carry 
out a celebration of our 200th anniversary of God's faithfulness and gave us Dr. 
David Calhoun's helpful book so that generations to come will remember the great 
work that you have done among us.   
 
You have given us a ministry to local colleges and universities and to many Christian 
enterprises across the city to extend our reach.   
 
We praise you for you have enabled us to capture the heart of Columbia in buildings 
that have been added to our campus to house Erskine Seminary's satellite ministry 
under Dr. Mark Ross' leadership.  You've given us a spiritual counseling center, a 
building for administration, the Wardlaw Auditorium for lectures, a family life 
center, and a renewed Thornwell Hall and Palmer Center.   

We rejoice in your giving to us a unique ministry for rediscovering the doctrine of 
adoption in theology which led to a new emphasis in Christian family life.  You've 
called us to emphasize the central purpose of Sabbath Day observance which is the 
sanctification of the church and all its members.   
 
For these and all your great benefits to us, we raise our voices and our worship in 
grateful praise.  For it is all of your grace and mercy and power.  All honor and 
glory be to our glorious God and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

(Prayer written by Dr. Glen Knecht) 
 
CONGREGATION PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING FOR 

THE PAST 
 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
    and his greatness is unsearchable. 

(Psalm 145:3) 
 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways 
    and kind in all his works. The Lord is gracious and merciful, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, 
    and his mercy is over all that he has made. 

(Psalm 145:17, 8, 9) 
 

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; 
    I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 

I will be glad and exult in you; 
    I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 

(Psalm 9:1-2) 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. 

 (Ephesians 1:3) 
 
CHURCH OFFICERS PRAYER:            Elder Lee Harvin  
Dear Heavenly Father, as we gather to celebrate the 225th anniversary of First 
Presbyterian Church in Columbia, our hearts are filled with true joy and gratitude. 
We are reminded of your faithfulness and the many blessings that you have poured 
out upon this church over these two and a quarter centuries. We thank you for the 
ministers who have filled our pulpit and who have ministered to us and faithfully 
preached from the sacred scriptures.  We also express our gratitude for the many 
church officers who have exhibited and provided excellent leadership, as Deacons 
and Elders, during this time.  
 
We give you thanks and pray for our current leadership. Grant them wisdom and 
every measure of grace needed as they seek to faithfully perform all their 
responsibilities, while caring for and shepherding this congregation. Lastly, Father, 
we ask for your continued grace and blessings upon this church, that you would 
continue to provide it with godly leaders who will always seek to promote the unity, 
peace, and prosperity of the church, who is the bride of your beloved Son. Grant 
them humble hearts and complete reliance upon you. May all they do be according 
to your will and bring you honor and glory now and forevermore. In Christ’s Mighty 
name we pray. Amen. 
 
WOMEN OF THE CHURCH PRAYER:                         Kathy Davis    
Father, we adore You. We praise You that You are Sovereign, All Powerful, All 
Knowing, Holy, Lord God Almighty.  
 
Thank You for the roles that You have given us as women in Your kingdom. Help 
us to “shine like the brightness of the sky above” as we serve You wherever You 
have placed us…in our homes, in our schools, in the marketplace, in highly visible 
places, and in quiet, unseen ones.  
 
Help us to be bearers of Your image, of Your grace, mercy and love, as we minister 
to others as friends and sisters in Christ, as daughters, as wives, as mothers, and 
grandmothers. May we be Your sweet fragrance to all that we touch. 
 
The enemy is roaring in this world we live in, seeking to destroy that which you 
created and love—our families and our marriages. Would you place a hedge of 

protection around them and fill us with the courage to “take up our positions and 
stand firm” on Your truths? Help us to fight the battle for them not with weapons 
of the world, but with Your divine weapons: prayer and the Word of God.  
 
Lord, make us not just women who pray, but women who live praying lives. Enable 
us to hold up the arms of others when they grow tired and weary in the battle. Work 
through us to “comfort others with the comfort we ourselves have received” and 
use us as encouragers, exhorters, and hope givers.  
 
We pray You would grow in us confident, unshakeable faith that will not be tossed 
by the wind and the waves. Help us to trust You when we do not understand and 
believe You when we cannot see. Father, protect us as women from the lures and 
distractions of this world. May our identity be found in You alone and may the 
adornment that we desire for ourselves be “the hidden person of the heart,” the 
beauty of “a gentle and quiet spirit.” 
 
We boldly pray for our children, our grandchildren, and for the generations to 
come. Protect them by the power of Your Name and claim them for Your own. 
“Keep them from the evil one, sanctify them by the truth; Your Word is truth.” 
May we be diligent and faithful in grounding these precious ones in that truth. Help 
us to love them with unclenched hands and hearts, knowing that Your plans and 
your ways are not our ways. Your plans are perfect love and pure wisdom. We desire 
your ways above any success, pleasure, or comfort this world has to offer.  
 
Move our children to seek You with all of their heart, soul and mind. Create in them 
pure hearts and establish them in the love of Christ. Father, would You bring those 
into their lives who would continually point them to You?  Remove all those who 
would draw them away. May they always hear Your voice behind them saying, ‘This 
is the way; walk in it.” 
 
Help us live with an eternal perspective and full dependence on You. May our 
strength, our peace, and our expectant hope rest solely in the assurance of Who 
You are and in Christ our Savior’s finished work on the cross. In the powerful and 
victorious Name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
                               

THE PRESENT  
As it is said,  

“Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

 
Hebrews 3:15, ESV 

 
PRAYER:                         Dr. Derek Thomas 
 
Our Heavenly Father, we are so thankful for our church, for the providence that 
brought us to join this church and meet these, our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
We are grateful to you for the way our church has ministered to us in so many 
different ways. The sermons, the Bible studies, the times of fellowship together, the 
community that comes around us in times of need, the friendships we have made, 
and so much more.  
 
We are especially thankful for new ministries that have recently begun to take shape, 
among the women of the church, the seniors, local college students and young 
professionals. We thank you for our mentoring program and the hundreds that 
have gone through it and grown as a result. We are grateful to you for the staff and 
ministers of the church who help all of us fulfil our calling to be like a city set on a 
hill. 
 
Father, we desire to be even more effective in reaching out to our city. We are 
thankful for the way we get to partner with so many local missions in our city who 
care for those with great needs. We are thankful, too, for those in our church who 
are prepared to go overseas on mission trips, to grow your kingdom worldwide.  
 
We thank you for the leadership of our elders and deacons as they seek to direct 
our church in a climate of increasing hostility to the Scriptures and its 
countercultural worldview. Give them courage and tenacity winsomely to hold on 
to the truth whatever the cost may be. Watch over us, we pray. Keep us faithful to 
you, today, tomorrow and until Jesus comes. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen.  


