
Sunday, October 20, 2019 

For this week’s blog, we are simply including some recorded excerpts of two new 
hymns that we will sing at the upcoming Hymn Festival on October 23 at 6:00 

p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
The complete texts are listed here, with links to the excerpted audio files.  A couple of 
listens should be enough to help you recognize the tune when we sing them on 

Wednesday night. 
The texts for both of these pieces can also be used for devotions, and the choir will sing 
from both of these pieces at worship this Sunday morning. 

Redeemer of Israel, arr. Mack Wilberg                        Click here for audio link 

Redeemer of Israel, our only delight. 

On whom for a blessing we call, 
Our shadow by day, and our pillar by night 
Our King, our Deliverer, our all! 

We know he is coming to gather his sheep 

and lead them to Zion in love; 
For why in the valley of death should they weep 
or in the lone wilderness rove? 

How long we have wandered as strangers in sin, 

and cried in the desert for thee! 
our foes have rejoiced when our sorrows they’ve seen, 

but Israel will shortly be free. 

As children of Zion, good news for us; 
The tokens already appear. 
Fear not, fear not, and be just, 

For the kingdom is ours. 
The hour of redemption is near. 

Psalm 90, Julian Wachner                                                Click here for audio link 

O Thou, the first, the greatest friend of all the human race! 
Whose strong right hand has ever been their stay and dwelling place! 

Before the mountains heav’d their heads beneath thy forming hand, 

Before this pond’rous globe itself arose at Thy command; 

That Pow’r which rais’d and still upholds this universal frame 
From countless, unbeginning time was ever still the same. 

Those mighty periods of years which seem to us so vast, 
Appear no more before Thy sight than yesterday that’s past. 

https://cms.churchplantmedia.com/events/event/149/reformation-hymn-festival/2019-10-23
https://cms.churchplantmedia.com/events/event/149/reformation-hymn-festival/2019-10-23
https://www.csmedia1.com/firstprescolumbia.org/wilberg-redeemer-of-israel.mp3
https://www.csmedia1.com/firstprescolumbia.org/wachner-psalm-90.mp3


Thou giv’st the word: Thy creature, man, is to existence brought; 
Again thou say’st, “Ye sons of men, return ye into nought!” 

Thou layest them, with all their cares, in everlasting sleep; 

As with a flood Thou tak’st them off with overwhelming sweep. 

They flourish like the morning flow’r in beauty’s pride array’d; 
But long ere night cut down it lies all wither’d and decay’d. 

Paraphrase by Robert Burns 

 


