
 

 
 

...praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, 
making supplication for all the saints...  

 
  (Ephesians 6:18, ESV) 

 
 
 
VOLUNTARY:   Psalm 116, Variations I-III                                   J. P. Sweelinck  
 

CHORAL PRELUDE:  Come to the Waters                Jones/Boice 
 
Come to the waters, whoever is thirsty; 
drink from the Fountain that never runs dry. 
Jesus, the Living One, offers you mercy, 
life more abundant in boundless supply. 
 
Come to the Well of unmerited favor; 
stretch out your hand; fill your cup to the brim. 
Jesus is such a compassionate Savior. 
Draw from the grace that flows freely from Him. 
 
Come to the Savior, the God of salvation. 
God has provided an end to sin's strife. 
Why will you suffer the Law's condemnation? 
Take the free gift of the water of life. 
 

Victoria Boyce, soprano; Ann Wilson, piano   
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP            Mr. Lauten (8:30) Mr. Squires (11:15) 

 



HYMN:  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                       AZMON  

 
 
 
INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER  
  

Our Father, which art in heaven;  
Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary;  
suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell.  
The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven;  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI                                        Henry Greatorex 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  

and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 
CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
   

Heavenly Father, your Word is very clear: the powers that be are ordained of God. To resist 
them, willfully, is to resist you. In the turbulence of our nation this week, we ask for grace to 
demonstrate a Christian mindset in all that we do, particularly as we relate to our fellow brothers 
and sisters with whom we may disagree on political matters. Today we want to confess that too 
often sin enters when we read the news, offer our opinions on social media, express our 
thoughts to others. Grant us the grace of Christian humility and especially the grace to be like 
Jesus, who described himself as “gentle.” For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

                 (based on  Romans 13:1– 2) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

  (Great is Thy Faithfulness, by Thomas Chisholm [1923], based on Lamentations 3:22-23) 
 

MORNING PRAYER 



OFFERTORY:  And Can It Be                                  arr. Dan Forrest 
 

And can it be that I should gain 
An interest in the Savior’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain— 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be, 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
He left His Father’s throne above 
So free, so infinite His grace— 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race: 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For O my God, it found out me! 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For O my God, it found out me! 
 
No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine; 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th’eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
 

Please find the offering plates at the various exits in the sanctuary following the service. 
           
DOXOLOGY                            OLD HUNDREDTH 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;   

Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Acts 12:6-19 
 

6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding 
the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the 
cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains 
fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” 

And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” 9 And he 
went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, 
but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they had passed the first and the second guard, 
they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and 
they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. 11 When 
Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued 
me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 
 
12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other 
name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 13 And when he 
knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to 
answer. 14 Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and 
reported that Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” 
But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” 16 But Peter 
continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and were 
amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the 
Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the 
brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place. 
 
18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had 
become of Peter. 19 And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the 
sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to 
Caesarea and spent time there. 
 

SERMON:  Molded by the Master’s Hand     
“Rescued by an Angel”                       Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas 

 
PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 
 
HYMN:  Amazing Grace!                            AMAZING GRACE



   
 

BENEDICTION  
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 

Benediction                   WYCLIFF 
 
May the grace of Christ our Savior and the Father’s boundless love, 
With the Holy Spirit’s favor, rest upon us from above. 
 

POSTLUDE:  Psalm 116, Variation IV                      J. P. Sweelinck  
 

 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The Session has called a Congregational Meeting to take 
place Sunday, January 31, for the adoption of the 2021 budget, election of the 2021 Church 
Officers Nominating Committee, election of the church treasurer, and any other matters. The 
meeting will begin immediately following the 8:30 a.m. worship service. Then, the meeting will 
recess until immediately following the 11:15 a.m. service. After the 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
services, the meeting will recess until immediately following the 6:00 p.m. service. 
 
The Corporation of The First Presbyterian Church will meet immediately following the 
Congregational Meeting (which will begin after the 8:30 a.m. worship service, continue after the 
11:15 a.m. service, and conclude after the 6:00 p.m. service) to elect officers and act on any other 
business that may come before The Corporation. 

 
 

 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Otto 
Wemmer, given by his wife and family.  

“Rescued by an Angel”    

Acts 12:6-19 | Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas 


