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Joyous Easter Morning 
7:00 a.m. 

 
He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.  

 
(Matthew 26:8, ESV) 

 
 

VOLUNTARY: Prelude in D Major             J.S. Bach 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
HYMN:  Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                              EASTER HYMN 

Terry Fancey, trumpet 



INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER  
  

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate;  
was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI                Henry Greatorex 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen.  
 
RESPONSIVE READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES                  Dr. Thomas 
 

Minister: Jesus said: “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die.”   

      (John 11:25-26, ESV) 
Congregation: “I shall not die but I shall live,  
    and recount the deeds of  the Lord. 
 Open to me the gates of  righteousness  
    that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 
Minister: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
 
Congregation: This is the Lord’s doing;  
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 This is the day that the Lord has made;  
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.”    

(Psalm 118:17,19,22-24; ESV) 

Minister: The Lord is risen! 
 
Congregation: The Lord is risen indeed.   
 
All: Hallelujah! Amen! 

 
 
MORNING PRAYER 
 
PRESENTATION OF SPECIAL EASTER OFFERINGS  
 

OFFERTORY HYMN:  Thine Be the Glory                       MACCABAEUS, arr. Stephen Cleobury  



 

DOXOLOGY                            OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;   
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 

1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
 

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then 
comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule 
and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under 
his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in 
subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that 
he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjected 
to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection 
under him, that God may be all in all.                  

 
SERMON:   

“Christ’s Resurrection: the Firstfruits”             Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas 
 
PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 
 
HYMN:  The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done      PALESTRINA, arr. Robert Powell 



 
BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE:   “Toccata” from Symphony No. 5                        Charles-Marie Widor  

“Christ’s Resurrection: the Firstfruits”    
1 Corinthians 15:20-28 | Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The palm crosses on the Sanctuary doors are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Lt. Col. and Mrs. Charles Alexander Jones and Mr. Walter Milton Best by Gray, 
Harriette, and Rikard Howard. 

The palms in the Sanctuary are give to the glory of God and in honor of all the college 
students who choose First Presbyterian Church by Warner and Wendy Wells.  


