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“When you do the best you can do, from the purest motives, and your Lord accepts 
your service, do not expect that your brethren will approve all your actions.  If you do, 

you will be greatly disappointed.” 

-Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

I’ve grown to observe that there are things in God’s creation and providence that seem 
consistent, but lack explanation.  For example, the command to sing praises.  It seems 
strange that the Lord would ask us to do a thing that is so awkward, uncomfortable, 

and not necessarily natural to most of us.  The act of singing is humbling.  But the Lord 
doesn’t necessarily intend for most of us to do this alone or as a soloist, but among 
brothers and sisters in an act of worship.  Nonetheless, the Lord doesn’t explain to us 

why we should do it.  We leave that to higher authorities, like bloggers, journalists, and 
academics (yes, that’s sarcasm). 

In a similar way, the act of worship, true worship, implies a self-forgetfulness in the act 
of worship.  Scripture doesn’t say this specifically, but we know it to be true that self-

consciousness is a hindrance to worship.  I’d venture to say that not one of us has ever 
worshipped in a manner in which our minds weren’t distracted or truly self-forgetful, 
though hopefully we’ve all experienced being caught up in moments of such worship.  

In Matthew 26: 6–13, we see this holy self-forgetfulness, as well as Spurgeon’s quote, 

fleshed out in the well-known scene of Christ’s anointing.  You’ll remember that a 
woman, identified in John’s gospel as Mary, sister of Martha, approaches Jesus with an 

“alabaster flask of very expensive ointment.” In John’s Gospel, the pure nard is 
estimated to be worth 300 denarii, about a year’s wages.  The estimate to our modern 
American currency is about $55,000.  Could you imagine paying this much money for a 

diamond for your wife, or a car, or renovating a single room in your home?  

Well, now it cuts a little closer to home, because when it comes to those things which 
benefit us or our loved ones personally, there’s almost nothing that we are not willing 
to do or spend if we are able to do so. 

Where our money goes reflects where our heart is.  Mary’s heart was perfectly 

clear.  She put her money where her heart was, and it was given in an extravagant act 
of worship.  But that was just like Mary, willing to have her sibling chastise her for 
putting faith that “cometh by hearing” ahead of the good work of hospitality.  Here, too, 

she is willing to receive rebuke from brothers and sisters in Christ for an expensive, 
extravagant act of worship.  Mary was, as the hymn goes, all for Jesus. 

We rarely examine ourselves to the degree that we should.  We often assume upon the 
righteousness of Christ, because as modern Evangelicals, we really do think that we are 

worthy of being saved.  No matter how often we confess Christ and Christ alone, we 
still tend to believe there is something in us that is worthy of Christ’s sacrifice.  And so, 
when we come to worship, we apply the same assumptions to our worship and our 

offerings.  We assume that our offerings to the Lord are pleasing to him.  We think that 
the Lord is simply pleased in our showing up and going through the motions of worship. 



But what Mary’s worship does is leave us without excuse.  She sat at the feet of Christ 
and fed on his words, she suffered shame for Christ, and she gave all she had for 

Christ.  Her motivations and worship were about as perfect as any offered in 
Scripture.  So why did the disciples rebuke her?  Well, the answer is that they didn’t 
realize how precious worship actually was, nor did they realize how precious their time 

in the Lord’s presence was. 

Mark Ross puts it succinctly and poignantly in his commentary on the gospel of 
Matthew.  Dr. Ross writes:  

Matthew shows that even the disciples are uncomprehending of the woman’s gift, and 
themselves join the protest against its ‘waste’. But Jesus welcomes the gift, commends 

the woman, and promises that she will have enduring fame for it.  Then once again, 
Jesus points his disciples toward the cross which is now before him.  How little did they 
understand how precious were the moments they now shared with Jesus.  If they had, 

they would have counted the woman’s anointing as far too little tribute, not too much. 

Our time of worship is, indeed, precious, but is it costly?  The two are related.  When 
worship is valued as it ought to be, then cost is not a concern, whether it be time, 
money, or sweat and tears.   But even more than that, when we realize that all that we 

have been given comes from the hand of God, then it should be nothing for us to give it 
back to him for the purpose of worshiping his holy name. 

May the Lord grant us all the faith of Mary. 

 


