
Sunday, February 23 

“We owe much to many whom we have never met…We live in a throwaway society; we 
dispose of things we consider a burden.  My concern is that we do not add our 

predecessors to the collection of throwaways, carelessly discarding those who have 
made us what we are.” 
V.Gilbert Beers 

As we come upon the celebration of our church’s 225th Anniversary, I have been 

thinking often about how we worship the way we do, and why we still worship the way 
we do.  My previous two blog posts have touched upon this as well.  

Providentially, this Sunday morning’s opening hymn is, I think, relevant to the same 
topic. 

The hymn O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright was written by Ambrose of Milan in the 

fourth century.  Why does this matter, and why would we be singing a hymn written 
approximately 1700 years ago?   

Ambrose, the bishop of Milan, was a key defender of Nicene orthodoxy in the West 
against the heresy of Arianism.  In Truths We Confess, R.C. Sproul writes: 

At that time (of the Council of Nicaea in 325), the great threat to the church was the 

Arian heresy.  Arius taught that Christ, the Logos, was the most exalted being ever 
created by God, the firstborn of creation, but nevertheless created and not eternal. By 
denying the deity of Christ, Arius also denied the Trinity.  He appealed to Colossians 

1:15, which calls Christ “the firstborn of all creation” and to John1:14, which calls Him 
“the only begotten of the Father”–that is “uniquely begotten one of the Father.”  Arius 

argued that if Christ was born, even as the firstborn, then there was a time before He 
was born.  But if Christ is a creature, even the most exalted creature, then to worship 
Him is to violate the first and second commandments and to engage in idolatry.  The 

struggle over Arianism led to the Council of Nicaea.  Although rejected by that 
ecumenical council, Arianism remained powerful for much of the fourth century. Today, 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses and others deny the deity of Christ and make the same 

arguments that Arians made.[1] 

Another point that Dr. Sproul makes is that the means by which Arians promoted their 
heresies, were through the composition of “rousing songs.” The Ambrosian hymn that 
we will sing Sunday morning is an example of an early metrical hymn, intended to 

teach and defend biblical doctrine against such heresy.  While Luther’s chorales 
were/are important for teaching doctrine through congregational hymnody, it should 
not be forgotten that there were hymns from the Patristic era that served the same 

function.  Since there are still religious groups that claim to be Christian that deny the 
full deity of Christ, and prosperity gospel churches that write music with heretical texts, 
it is important that we still sing these ancient hymns, not only to defend the faith, but 

to also remind us that that there have been many, many faithful Christians who have 
gone before us and fought the battle that we are now responsible to fight. 

Ambrose’s hymn, O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright, is rooted in the first chapter of the 
Gospel of John.  This, of course, is an excellent passage of Scripture to defend against a 
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heresy that promotes Christ as being born of the God the Father, and not one with God 
from the beginning: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him and without 
him was not anything made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men.  The light shines and the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it. (John 1: 1-5) 

Ambrose’s hymn is a Trinitarian morning hymn of praise and invocation.  The imagery 
of light imbues several stanzas of the hymn (see complete hymn stanzas below),  but it 
also is teaching essential elements of Trinitarian theology, perhaps best put by 

Athanasius, the most important Patristic defender of Trinitarian theology: 

Now this is the catholic faith:  That we worship one God in trinity and the trinity in 
unity, neither blending their persons, nor dividing their essence.  For the person of the 
Father is a distinct person, the person of the Son is another, and that of the Holy Spirit, 

still another.  But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, their glory 
equal, their majesty coeternal.[2] 

The fact that we have this hymn in our hymnal is indicative of who we are as a 
church.  We are a church committed to the eternal and unchanging truths of biblical 

doctrine, but also a church that reveres our forefathers and the line from which we 
have come–the Church Fathers, the Reformers, and the Puritans, not to mention the 
current line of Reformed pastors and theologians of recent centuries and decades.  We 

understand that our forefathers exercised godly wisdom (not always of course, for who 
does?), but it is safe to say that our predecessors had a deep love and an abiding 

affection for this church, because it is the Lord’s church. That love and affection has not 
weaned, and we pray it never will. 

As we come to celebrate our 225th Anniversary, it is especially appropriate that we give 
thanks to the Lord for sustaining this church through a challenging, sinful, and 

redemptive history. It is also a time for us to think soberly, without flippancy, upon the 
many blessings that this church has been to the generations before us, to our own lives 
and families, and, Lord willing, to many generations to come.  

May our decisions and zeal always be biblical, and we may be faithful in passing on to 

future generations those blessings of faithful preaching, fervent prayer, and serious but 
joyful corporate worship that our forefathers have passed on to us, as we seek new 
ways of reaching a lost world with the good news of the gospel, and as we spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds. 

O Splendor of God’s glory bright, from light eternal bringing light, 
O Light of light, light’s living Spring, true Day, all days illumining: 

Come very Sun of heaven’s love, in lasting radiance from above, 
And pour the Holy Spirit’s ray on all we think or do today. 

https://cms.churchplantmedia.com/admin/pages/edit/348#_ftn2


And now to you our pray’rs ascend, O Father glorious without end: 
We plead with Sovereign Grace for pow’r to conquer in temptation’s hour. 

Confirm our will to do the right, and keep our heart’s from envy’s blight;  

Let faith her eager fires renew, and hate the false and love the true. 

O joyful be the passing day with thoughts as pure as morning’s ray, 
With faith like noontide shining bright, our soul’s unshadowed by the night. 

Dawn’s glory gilds the earth and skies, let him, our perfect Morn, arise, 
The Word in God the Father one, the Father imaged in the Son. 

  

[1] R.C. Sproul, The Truths We Confess: A Systemic Exposition of the Westminster 
Confession of Faith.  Sanford, FL:  Reformation Trust Publishing, 2019: 66. 

[2] From the Athanasian Creed 
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