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In the second chapter of the book of Ezra, we come across that thing that most of us 
avoid reading or skim over when it appears in our Bible reading plans—a genealogy. 

From family genealogies, though, we learn much about our own family history, and the 

same holds true when we read our covenant genealogy in the book of Ezra.  This 
particular genealogy highlights a few important principles; first, that the Lord kept a 
remnant of faithful believers through the Babylonian captivity; second, that he called 

them by name, as he does you and me; and, finally, that the Lord makes distinctions—
in this instance according to specific areas of labor and ministry.  Here we see those 
professions to include the priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, and temple servants 

(Ezra 2:70).  

Now, of course, whenever we read a family genealogy or look at pictures that might be 
included, we want to see who we resemble.  Do I get my physical features or 
temperament from Uncle Sol or Aunt Brunhilde, etc.?   What I noticed in this genealogy 

was that the Lord makes specific mention to the singers, the sons of Asaph (Ezra 
2:41).  I bring this up for one purpose; namely, that as the people of Israel were 
returning to rebuild the temple that had been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, the Lord 

thought it important to mention in his word that the musicians would continue to be 
actively engaged and serve a significant role in the worship of the rebuilt temple in 
Jerusalem.  This fact carries with it the implication that through the exile, the children 

of this remnant had been trained in the worship of their fathers. 

Bob Kauflin summarizes this beautifully:  “Asaph and his descendants were purposeful 
and intentional in passing on the practice and understanding of musical worship to 

future generations. And their focus was unmistakable: “God is good, for His steadfast 
love endures forever.” They took seriously the command to proclaim that truth to 
coming generations.”[1] 

We live in a day and age in which traditions and customs handed down from our 

parents are viewed with suspicion, if not flat out disdain.  This is nothing new.  Both the 
history of Israel in the Old Testament and recent American history can attest to the 
cyclical nature of this sinful disposition.  Yet, it is hard not to sense that our current 

climate is especially engulfed by this pervasive, hardened attitude.  And it isn’t just 
conservative Christians  who are making this observation, but liberal academics are also 
apparently alarmed by this epidemic.[2]  Yet this tendency to question everything is not 

just “out there” in the world, but it is “in here” as well.  In Reformed circles, words such 
as authority and patriarchy are as often considered distasteful and gauche. Some 
pastors and bloggers (have they become synonymous?) flinch to speak on these 

matters, despite the fact that the history of our faith is grounded in authority and 
patriarchy.    When authority is exercised we quickly equivocate and label 
it authoritarian. When a father exercises authority over his wife and children, he is a 

draconian patriarch, and when observed traditions are insisted upon by the men whom 
God has put in authority over us,  we moan of traditionalism.  Gray hair is no longer a 
crown of glory (Proverbs 16:31) but it is something to roll one’s eyes at.   

Yet, we see in Ezra 2, that the faithful remnant has their eyes fixed on the temple and 

on resuming the worship of their fathers.  It was their house of worship and their 
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worship that gave this community of believers their identity.[3]  Interestingly, not all 
were game and so many stayed behind in Babylon.  

In recent years, there has been an interesting trend among the younger adult 

generation to seek out churches with traditional worship and liturgies.  In a June, 2019 
article in Real Clear Religion, Tom Raabe asks the following:  “Is it too much to suggest 
that the old ways of doing ‘church’ are the better ways? That a worship style that has 

prospered for many centuries has something theologically substantial, something 
religiously solid, to offer a generation that finds itself floundering among the flotsam 
and jetsam of religious ephemera and trendiness?” 

One of the most encouraging things I’ve found here at First Presbyterian Church, 

through numerous conversations I’ve had with some of our college students, is that 
they attend this church not only because of the faithful teaching and preaching of the 
word, but because of the music in our worship services.   When I recently pressed the 

question further with one of our students about our music in worship, he simply said, 
“It just seems right.”   

We have the opportunity to be a witness by actually embracing the traditions and 
customs of our fathers. Imagine that!  We are countercultural by honoring and 

maintaining the traditions and the decisions of our elders, even some who haven’t been 
alive for many years.   One of the ways in which this is reflected is in how we worship, 
which predominantly (but not exclusively) includes an organ, a choir of singers 

(children, youth, adults, sometimes combined) that serve to support congregational 
singing and help point our wandering affections to Christ. The church has, more or less, 

been worshiping this way for five hundred years.  This church has been worshiping this 
way for well over one hundred and fifty years.   Perhaps it is our responsibility as a 
congregation to be a remnant in Israel that continues to do so, and to do so without 

apology.     
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