
  
 
The focus of this Sunday’s sermon passage (John 13: 1–20) is Christ’s servanthood and the 
example that the Lord has set for his disciples. 
 
Matthew Henry summarizes this chapter by writing that there were four reasons for Christ 
washing his disciples feet, and the music and texts chosen for this morning’s service support all 
of Henry’s insights regarding this moment1: 
 

1. “That he might give an instance of his own voluntary humility and condescension” 
 
Introit: Let All Together Praise Our God 
 
He lays aside his majesty and seems as nothing worth,  
And takes on him a servant’s form  
Who made both heav’n and earth. 

 
2. “That he might signify to them spiritual washing” 

 
Opening Hymn:  Come, Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing 
 
Come, thou fount of ev’ry blessing 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
 

  Hymn of Preparation:  Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
 
 Plenteous grace with thee is found, 
 Grace to cover all my sin; 
 Let the healing streams abound; 
 Make and keep me pure within. 
 Thou of life the fountain art; 
 Freely let me take of thee; 
 Spring thou up within my heart, 
 Rise to all eternity. 
 

3.  “That he might set them as an example.” 
 
Offertory:  A New Commandment 
A new commandment give I unto you, saith the Lord, 
That you love together, as I have loved you, 

 
1 Taken from Matthew Henry’s comments on John 13 in his Commentary on the Whole Bible,  



That e’en so ye love one another. 
By this shall everyone know that ye are my disciples, 
If ye have love one to another. 
 

4. “That he might testify his love to his disciples” 
 
Closing Hymn: 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 
Spread his praise from shore to shore; 
How he loveth, ever loveth, 
Changeth never, nevermore; 
How he watches o’er his loved ones, 
Died to call them all his own; 
How for them he interedeth, 
Watcheth o’er them from the throne. 
 

 
 
(The closing hymn for this Sunday has been changed to “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” to 
commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the birth of the hymn’s author, Joseph Scriven.  Despite 
the fact that Scriven wrote the hymn for his mother, and did not intend anyone else to see it, it 
has become one of the best-known gospel hymns.) 


