
Divine Worship 
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

 

Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete,  
but only one receives the prize? 
So run that you may obtain it. 

 
(I Corinthians 9:24, ESV) 

 
 

VOLUNTARY:  By the Waters of Babylon, BWV 653 J.S. Bach 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHORAL INTROIT:  From Redeemer of Israel arr. Mack Wilberg 
  
 Redeemer of Israel, our only delight, 
 On whom for a blessing we call, 
 Our shadow by day, and our pillar by night, 
 Our King, our Deliverer, our all! 
 
 As children of Zion, good news for us; 
 The tokens already appear. 
 Fear not, fear not, and be just, 
 For the kingdom is ours. 
 The hour of redemption is near. 
   

The Chancel Choir 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP Mr. Squires (8:30) Mr. Lauten (11:15) 

 
+ HYMN 97:  We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator KREMSER 

 Trinity Hymnal  
 

+ INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER   
 

Our Father, which art in heaven; 
Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
+ THE APOSTLES’ CREED   

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 

and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary;  

suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven; 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

+ GLORIA PATRI Henry Greatorex 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen.  
   
CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION Mr. Bult (8:30) Dr. Fluhrer (11:15) 

 
Almighty God, since you delay with so much forbearance the punishments 
which we have deserved and daily draw on ourselves, grant that we may not 
indulge ourselves but carefully consider how often and in how many different 
ways we have provoked your wrath against us. May we learn humbly to present 
ourselves to you for pardon, and with true repentance implore your mercy. 
With all our heart we desire to submit ourselves to you, whether you chastise 
us, or according to your infinite goodness, forgive us. Let our condition be ever 
blessed, not by flattering ourselves in our apathy, but by finding you to be our 
kind and bountiful Father, reconciled to us in your only-begotten Son. Amen. 

 
 (Modernized from one of John Calvin’s Geneva liturgies in the Mid-1540s) 

 
SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Minister:   
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
 

(Psalm 103:8,10-12, ESV) 
 
MORNING PRAYER 
 

+ HYMN 642:  Be Thou My Vision                                                                    SLANE

 Trinity Hymnal   
 

 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

 OFFERTORY:   Psalm 90  Julian Wachner 
  
 O Thou, the first, the greatest friend of all the human race! 
 Whose strong right hand has ever been their stay and dwelling place! 
 
 Before the mountains heav’d their heads beneath thy forming hand, 
 Before this pond’rous globe itself arose at Thy command; 
 
 That Pow’r which rais’d and still upholds this universal frame 
 From countless, unbeginning time was ever still the same. 
 
 Those mighty periods of years which seem to us so vast, 
 Appear no more before Thy sight than yesterday that’s past. 
 
 Thou giv’st the word: Thy creature, man, is to existence brought; 
 Again thou say’st, “Ye sons of men, return ye into nought!” 
 
 Thou layest them, with all their cares, in everlasting sleep; 
 As with a flood Thou tak’st them off with overwhelming sweep. 
 
 They flourish like the morning flow’r in beauty’s pride array’d; 
 But long ere night cut down it lies all wither’d and decay’d. 
   Paraphrase by Robert Burns 

  + DOXOLOGY OLD HUNDREDTH 
Trinity Hymnal, no. 731 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Ryan Greene, organ scholar 
 

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.  
Parents should come for them in the Thornwell Education Building, Room 103.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Philippians 3:12-21 
   (Pew Bible page 981) 
 
SERMON:  
 “Faith in Focus” Rev. Mark G. Johnston 
  
PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 
 

+ HYMN 598:  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                           CWM RHONDDA

 Trinity Hymnal  
 

+ BENEDICTION 
 

+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
   Benediction  WYCLIFF 

 
May the grace of Christ our Savior  
And the Father’s boundless love, 
With the Holy Spirit’s favor,  
Rest upon us from above. 

 
VOLUNTARY:  Gigue on STUTTGART David Schelat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Worship 
6:00 p.m. 

   
GOD’S AMAZING TECHNICOLOR GRACE   

A Tale of Two Faiths 
Genesis 41:1-36 | Dr. Gabriel N.E. Fluhrer 

  
 



We extend our cordial greetings to all who are visiting us today and hope that 
you will join us again for worship. We ask our guests to sign the Friendship 
Register along with members of the congregation and to give us an address so 
that we can send you information about the First Presbyterian Church. 
 
The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Doris Wilson by her son, Van Wilson.  

Things to consider 
 

 Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service. 

 Please leave any food or drink outside of the Sanctuary. 

 Those who have been detained are asked to take their places either during the first 
hymn or during the organ interlude following the singing of the “Gloria Patri.” 

 The 8:30 a.m. worship service is broadcast on WISW 1320 AM and 
www.wisradio.com at 11:00 a.m. Sundays. All services are available on live streaming 
audio at www.firstprescolumbia.org. 

 The Audio Ministry provides CDs of today’s 8:30 a.m. service in the Narthex after 
the 11:15 a.m. service. All sermons preached by our ministers are available from the 
church website at www.firstprescolumbia.org. 

 If able, please make room in your pews for others. This helps the ushers as they seat 
people. 

 The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask 
deacons for a receiver. 

 First Presbyterian Church uses two hymnbooks. Trinity Hymnal is the blue 
hymnbook, and The Hymnbook is the red hymnbook. 

 Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Thornwell Education 
Building. 

 A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in Thornwell,      
Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children.  
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1324 Marion Street 
Columbia, South Carolina  29201 

Office  (803) 799-9062 
www.firstprescolumbia.org 
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Rev. David H. Lauten, Minister of Congregational Care 
Joshua Madsen, Assistant Director of Youth Ministry 
Rev. Neal R. Mathias, World Missions  
Thomas Russell, Assistant Director of Music Ministry 
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Patricia  Stoker, Assistant Director of Youth Ministry 
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Janet B. Altman, Seniors Ministry Coordinator  
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“Faith in Focus” 
Philippians 3:12-21 | Rev. Mark G. Johnston  



We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator 
 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you; 
We bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 
 
We worship you, God of our fathers, we bless you; 
Through life’s storm and tempest  
Our Guide you have been. 
When perils o’er-take us, escape you will make us, 
And with your help, O Lord, our battles we win. 
 
With voices united our praises we offer, 
To you, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise. 
Your strong arm will guide us, our God is beside us; 
To you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise. 
 
 
 



CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
 
Almighty God, since you delay with so much for-
bearance the punishments which we have deserved 
and daily draw on ourselves, grant that we may not 
indulge ourselves but carefully consider how often 
and in how many different ways we have provoked 
your wrath against us. May we learn humbly to 
present ourselves to you for pardon, and with true 
repentance implore your mercy. With all our heart 
we desire to submit ourselves to you, whether you 
chastise us, or according to your infinite goodness, 
forgive us. Let our condition be ever blessed, not by 
flattering ourselves in our apathy, but by finding 
you to be our kind and bountiful Father, reconciled 
to us in your only-begotten Son. Amen. 
 
(Modernized from one of John Calvin’s Geneva  
liturgies in the Mid-1540s) 



Be Thou My Vision 
 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art— 
Thou my best thought by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, I thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
 
Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight; 
Be thou my dignity, thou my delight, 
Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r: 
Raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’ns’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
 
 



James 1:19-25  
 

Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I 
do not consider that I have made it my own. But 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who 
are mature think this way, and if in anything you 
think otherwise, God will reveal that also to 
you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have at-
tained. 
 
17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your 
eyes on those who walk according to the example 
you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often 
told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as 
enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is de-
struction, their god is their belly, and they glory in 
their shame, with minds set on earthly 
things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from 
it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who 
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 
body, by the power that enables him even to subject 
all things to himself. 



Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty;  
Hold me with thy pow’rful hand; 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 
 
Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar  
Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer, 
Be thou still my strength and shield, 
Be thou still me strength and shield. 
 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s Destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee, I will ever give to thee. 
  

Benediction 
 
May the grace of Christ our Savior  
And the Father’s boundless love, 
With the Holy Spirit’s favor,  
Rest upon us from above. 
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