
Divine Worship 
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

 

When the angels went away from them into heaven,  
the shepherds said to one another,  

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,  
which the Lord has made known to us.” 

 
(Luke 2:15, ESV) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTARY:   Savior of the Nations, Come, BWV 599 J. S. Bach 
 Jesus, Christ, the Only Son of God, BWV 601 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHORAL INTROIT:   Christmas Night John Rutter 
 

 Softly through the winter’s darkness shines a light, 
 Clear and still in Bethlehem on Christmas Night 
 Round the stable where a virgin mother mild 
 Watches over Jesus Christ the holy child. 
 
 Shepherds kneel in adoration by his bed; 
 Seraphim in glory hover round his head. 
 Wisemen, guided by the leading of a star, 
 Bring him gifts of precious treasure from afar. 
 
 Lullaby! The child lies sleeping: sing lullaby!  
 Safe in Mary’s tender keeping: sing lullaby! 
 Guardian angels keep their watch till break of day: 
 Lullaby! Sweet Jesus sleeps among the hay. 
   

The Chancel Choir 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP Mr. Squires (8:30) Dr. Fluhrer (11:15) 

 

+ HYMN 194:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 

 Trinity Hymnal   
 

+ INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER   
 

Our Father, which art in heaven; 
Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

+ THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary;  
suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell.  
The third day He rose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven; 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

+ GLORIA PATRI Henry Greatorex 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen.  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 8:30 A.M.: “The House of Bread”  
 

CHILDREN’S HYMN 8:30 A.M.:  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 
Trinity Hymnal, no. 203, stanzas 1 and 2 
 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

 

SCRIPTURAL CONFESSION OF SIN  Mr. Lauten (8:30) Dr. Thomas (11:15)  
Minister and Congregation   
For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 
through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

(Romans 3:20, ESV) 
 

 
SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Minister  
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not 
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 

(John 6:35, ESV) 
 
 
MORNING PRAYER 

 

+ HYMN 205:  Away in A Manger                                                              CRADLE SONG 

 Trinity Hymnal   
 

 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

 OFFERTORY:    Bogoroditsè Devo  Sergei Rachmaninoff 
 

Bogoroditsè Devo, raduysya,                    Virgin birth-giver of God, rejoice! 
Blagodatnaya Mariye, Gospot’s Toboyu     Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee: 
Blagoslovena Ti v zhènakh,                     blessed art thou among women, 
i blagosloven Plot chreva Tvoyego,             and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
yako Spasa rodila yesi dush nashïkh.        for thou has born the Savior of our souls. 

 

  + ADVENT DOXOLOGY PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.  
Parents should come for them in the Thornwell Education Building, Room 103.) 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Micah 5:1-6 
   (Pew Bible page 778) 
 
SERMON:  
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas 
  

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 
 

+ HYMN 201:  O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS 

 Trinity Hymnal   
 

+ BENEDICTION 
 

+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
   Joy to the World! The Lord is Come ANTIOCH 

   Trinity Hymnal, no. 195, stanza 1 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room,  
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

VOLUNTARY:  Toccata in F, BWV 540 J. S. Bach 

Evening Worship 
6:00 p.m.     

GOD’S AMAZING TECHNICOLOR GRACE 
  

Grace Upon Grace 
Genesis 43:1-34 | Dr. Gabriel N. E. Fluhrer 



We extend our cordial greetings to all who are visiting us today and hope that 
you will join us again for worship. We ask our guests to sign the Friendship 
Register along with members of the congregation and to give us an address so 
that we can send you information about the First Presbyterian Church. 
 
  

Things to consider 
 

 Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service. 

 Please leave any food or drink outside of the Sanctuary. 

 Those who have been detained are asked to take their places either during the first 
hymn or during the organ interlude following the singing of the “Gloria Patri.” 

 The 8:30 a.m. worship service is broadcast on WISW 1320 AM and 
www.wisradio.com at 11:00 a.m. Sundays. All services are available on live streaming 
audio at www.firstprescolumbia.org. 

 The Audio Ministry provides CDs of today’s 8:30 a.m. service in the Narthex after 
the 11:15 a.m. service. All sermons preached by our ministers are available from the 
church website at www.firstprescolumbia.org. 

 If able, please make room in your pews for others. This helps the ushers as they seat 
people. 

 The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask 
deacons for a receiver. 

 First Presbyterian Church uses two hymnbooks. Trinity Hymnal is the blue 
hymnbook, and The Hymnbook is the red hymnbook. 

 Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Thornwell Education 
Building. 

 A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in Thornwell,      
Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children.  
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“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
Micah 5:1-6 | Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas 



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height, 
In ancient times didst give the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell thy people save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 



O come, thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
 



8:30 AM — Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise,  
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim,  
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored,  
Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come,  
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see;  
Hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.” 

 
Confession of Sin 

 
For by works of the law no human being will be 
justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin.    
             (Romans 3:20, ESV) 



Away in a Manger  
 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes; 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Micah 5:1-6 
 

1   Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; 
       siege is laid against us; 
    with a rod they strike the judge of Israel 
       on the cheek. 
2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
       who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
    from you shall come forth for me 
       one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
    whose coming forth is from of old, 
       from ancient days. 
3  Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
       when she who is in labor has given birth; 
    then the rest of his brothers shall return 
       to the people of Israel. 
4  And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the   
       strength of the Lord, 
       in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
  And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be 
         Great  to the ends of the earth. 
5 And he shall be their peace. 
   When the Assyrian comes into our land 
        and treads in our palaces, 
   then we will raise against him seven shepherds 
       and eight princes of men; 
6  they shall shepherd the land of Assyria with the  
       sword, 
    and the land of Nimrod at its entrances; 



  and he shall deliver us from the Assyrian 
    when he comes into our land 
    and treads within our border. 



O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie; 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by: 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth!  
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth. 
 
How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts  
The blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
 



O holy child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in; 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Response: 
Joy to the World! The Lord is Come 

 
 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room,  
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
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