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A

for this building, beautiful as it may be in our eyes, let it
please us to call it only a plain Presbyterian meeting house.
The glory we see in it, let it not be the glory of its arches and
its timbers; not the glory of its lofty and graceful spire, pointing
ever upwards to that home the pious shall find [with] God; not
the glory of this chaste pulpit, with its delicate trace ry and marble whiteness; not the glory found in the eloquence or learning of those who, through generations, shall here proclaim the
gospel; nor yet the glory traced in the wealth and fashion,
refinement and social position of those who throng its courts.
But let its glory be The Glory of the Lo·rd Risen Upon It! Let its
glory be the promises of the covenant engraved upon its walls,
which are yea and amen in Christ Jesus. Let its glory be found
in the purity, soundness, and unction of its pastors; in the fidelity and watchfulness of its e lders; in the piety and godliness of
its members. Let its glory be as a birthplace of souls, where
shall always be heard the sobs of awakened penitence and the
songs of newborn love. Let its glory be the spirituality of its
worship, its fervent prayers, its adoring praise, and the simplicity and truth of its ordinances and sacraments. Let its glory b e
the communion of saints, who here have fellowship one with
another and also with the Father and his son, Jesus Christ. Le t
its glory be as the r esting place of weary pilgrims toiling on
toward the heavenly city-the emblem of that Church above-

Where congregations ne'er break
And Sabbaths never end.

up,

from Benj amin Morgan Palmer's
sermon at the dedication of the n ew
church building, Sabbath morning,
October 9, 1853
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FOREWORD
-------- ~ -------"I will rememb er the works of the LORD:
Surely I will rememb er thy wonders of old."

Psalm 77:11
R emembe rin g is a duty we owe to God. Especially are we to
rememb er the great works of the Lord on behalf of His people. We
are to call them to mind, meditate on them, and learn from them.
Doing so shows gratitude to God for what He h as done, and it forms
part of the worship which we offer to Him. We glorify God before
others when we tell of His goodnes s toward us.
It also is a benefit to us. It helps us to trust in God as we remember how faithful H e is to His people, and what He h as done for them.
It teaches us to revere Him as holy when we consider His mighty judgments. Rememb ering the deeds of the Lord h elps us to know God as
H e is.
Rememb ering the deeds of the Lord is also a blessing to our children, a nd to generati ons yet to come. H ow importan t it is for them
to know God and His faithfuln ess, that they too might learn to trust
in Him. The book of Judges recounts the sad and sh am eful history
of a generati on in Israel "wh o knew not the Lord, nor ye t th e works
which he had done for Israe l" Qudges 2: 10). Forgetti ng what God
h as done is perilous to th e soul.
As our church approac h ed the 200th annivers ar y of its founding ,
the Session of the First Presbyte rian Church of Columbi a, South
Carolina, appointe d a Bicenten nial Commit tee to carry out an appropriate commem ora tion of this event. Our aim was to testify publicly
lX

of God's faithfulness to us, and to review for ourselves all His wonderful deeds to us in this place, over the span of 200 years. It was
determined that a history of our church should be written so that a
permanent record of God's dealings with us might be set before the
world and preserved for generations to come.
The Rev. Dr. David Calhoun, Professor of Church History in the
Covenant Theological Seminary, was chosen for this task. We are very
grateful to him. He has "mined" the depths of our history and has
brought forth precious stones which cry out to th e praise of God for
His wonderful work in this place. We did not want a history that
merely chronicled the acquiring of property and the erection of
buildings. We wanted to know what God had been doing among us.
Dr. Calhoun has given us this testimony. We are glad that we can now
share it with others.
We publish this record of God's wonderful deeds with the prayer
that those who read it may be inspired to worship and serve God. We
have been blessed in this place with a heritage rich in the things of
God. Giants of the faith have walked in these streets. 0 that God
would be pleased to raise us up to the stature of those who have gone
before us. May He be pleased to preserve the true religion among us,
and to increase it to His own honor and glory.
We are all too conscious that a good heritage is no substitute for
present obedience. If therefore, dear reader, you find yourself in awe
before God as you consider His ways among us, pray for us who now
receive this h eritage, that we might learn the ways of God and be
faithful to Him in the days which are ours. Looking back over our history humbles us and challenges us. 0 that by the grace of God we
might pass on a heritage of faithfulness in our day to such future generations that there may be before the coming of our Lord. May the
glory of it be for Him to whom all glory, power and dominion is due.
Amen.
Glen Charles Knecht, Pastor
First Presbyterian Church
Columbia, South Carolina
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ready to find materials and make valuable suggestions- made my
time at South Caroliniana a delightful memory.
When Be~amin Morgan Palmer's grandson asked Thomas Cary
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judgment, "they should find a man to do the work who had been bred
in the South Carolina belt of civilization." Johnson was chosen, however, b ecause he was believed to have "the kinship of ecclesiastical
2
view desired in a biography." As a South Carolinian and a Presbyterian, I h ave written this story with great personal sympathy and pleasure. At the sam e time, however, I have attempted to write with discernment and truthfulness. I have often prayed the words of James
Henley Thornwell (another of the church's early pastors), "May the
Lord grant that I may be guided by his Holy Spirit, that I may contend
for nothing but the truth, and that in the spirit of the Gospel."
The most important source for the church's history are the many
books of the session's minutes. It was often stated- even in later session minutes-th at the church records, minutes, and accounts were
burned in the great fire of February 17, 1865. But many of these
records are extant, located in the South Caroliniana Library. Thesession's minutes for the early years are missing, but from 1819 to the
present time there are minutes kept in careful Presbyterian style and
checked from time to time by the presbyter/ Although later minutes
generally reveal decisions more than discussions, the older minutes
contain full and valuable material on every topic touching the
church's life. The early-twentie th-century minute books contain many
newspaper articles, le tters, and other interesting items. Presbytery's
review on April 22, 1930, of the First Presbyterian Church session
minutes stated that "extraneous matter should no t be interleaved
with the sessional records." Fortunately for the historian, that advice
was ignored!
I am indebted to those generations of elders, and especially to the
faithful stated clerks, for a record not only illuminating but edifying.
Again and again, as I worked at the task of deciphering handwriting
not always easily read, I came across entries that thr illed me. For
example, the minutes for March 28, 1878, stated that "some conversation ensued about the gracious outpouring of the Spirit on this
whole community and services were ordered to be held in this church
every night next week."

• Thomas Cary Johnson, The Life and Letlen of Benjamin Morgan Palmer (1906;
Edinburgh: The Banner ofTruth Trust, 1987), v.
~ According to Dr. Palmer's "Manuscript History," the session mi nutes began in the
year 1819. It is highly unlikely, however, that a Presbyterian church would exist for
twenty-five years without keeping session records. Those early minutes must have been
lost or destroyed. All unpublished writings and documents, unless otherwise noted, are
located at First Presbyterian Church or at the South Caroliniana Library.
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Benjamin Morgan 4Palmer was the first to write a history of First
Presbyterian Church. His unpublished manuscript covers the years
up to 1845. Palmer noted that "it is doubtless a matter of importance
that the history of individual churches should be carefully written:
both because their history will serve to illustrate the general dealings
of God with his own people, and because only in this way can the
materials be collected for a comprehensive and accurate history of
the church at large." George Howe 's History of the Church in South
5
Carolina is valuable for its content and its interpretation. "To understand the present, we must know the past," wrote Dr. Howe in the
preface to his first volume. Howe's history is extended to 1925 by editors F. D. Jones and W. H. Mill~ in their History of the Presbyterian Church
in South Carolina Since 1850. Short histories of First Presbyterian
7
Church were written by FitzHugh McMaster and John M. Bateman.
Carolyn Patterson Parker's Short History of the Music at First Presbyterian
Church provides valuable material about this important aspect of the
8
church's life . A thesis by Clare R. Arthur explores the church's early
histor/ Douglas F. Kelly's Preachers with Power: Four Stalwarts of the
South is an inspiring book about four great Southern Presbyterian
10
preachers. Significantly, all four-Daniel Baker, James Henley
Thornwell, Benjamin Morgan Palmer, and John Girardeau-served
., Benjamin Morgan Palmer, Jr., '~A Manuscript History of the First Presbyterian
Church, Columbia, S.C., Compiled from Original Papers." The work is "affectionately
inscribed" to the members of the Church and Corporation of the First Presbyterian
Church, Columbia, S. C., "by their Pastor." Dr. Palmer indicated his sources as follows:
"First, the memory of the older inhabitants of the town, for those events which
occurred before the year 1818. Secondly, the records of the session, which commence
with the year 1819, and the records of the Corporation which commence with the year
1821."
" George Howe, History of the Presbyterian Chwd~ in South Carolina, 2 vols. (Columbia:
Duffie & Chapman, 1870, 1883). Dr. Howe died in April1883, a few days after he had
sent the concluding sheets of the second volume of his history to the press.
" F. D. Jones and W. H. Mills, eels., History of the Presbyterian Chwrch in South Camlin(t
Since 1850 (Columbia: The Synod of South Carolina, 1926).
7
Fitz Hugh McMaster, History of the Fi1-st Presbyterian Chwdt (Columbia: The State
Company, 1925); John M. Bateman, "History," unpublished manuscript, and Ji'int
Presbyterian Churchyard (Columbia: The State Company, 1925). In his "History,"
Bateman states that he "attempts to record events in the history of the Church from its
beginning to the year 1933, as gathered from the writings of Doctor Howe and Doctor
Palmer, from minutes of the Session and from other sources."
8
Carolyn Patterson Parker, A Short HistoTy of the Music at FiTst Presbyterian Chwdt,
Columbia, South Carolina, 1795-1976 (Columbia, 1976).
9 Clare Richardson Arthur, "Nourishing Spiritual Darkness: First Presbyterian
Church, Columbia, South Carolina, 1794-1853," diss. University of South Carolina,
1983.
w Douglas F. Kelly, Preache1-s with Power: Four Stalwarts of the South (Edinburgh: The
Banner of Truth Trust, 1992).
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as pastors or stated supplies at First Presbyterian Church of Columbia.
Presb)'lerian Women of South Carolina, edited by Margaret A. Gist, is an
important resource for the historian of South Carolina Presbyterianism.'' Ernest Trice Thompson's three-volume Presbyterians in the South
12
provides both larger context and illuminating details.
The Story of
Southern Presbyterians by T. Watson Street is a competent shorter history, as is Ray A. King's Histo·ry of the Associate Refonned Presbyterian
13
•
Church.
Valuable histories of Columbia and Richland County have been
produced by members of First Presbyterian Church. Edwin Luther
Green, professor of ancient languages at the University of South
Carolina and elder at the church, wrote a history of Richland
11
Coun~y John M. Bateman published a Columbia ScrajJbooh, 17011842.~.. Other helpful books include Columbia: CajJital City of South
Carolina, 1786-1936, and especially the new work by John Hammond
Moore, Columbia and Richland County. lh To all of these historians and
to many others, I say "thank you. "
Jonathan Smith, great-half-nephew of Samuel Macon Smith and
one of my students at Covenant Theological Seminary, kindly lent me
a copy of his family history, "Annals of an American Family," and
other materials about Dr. Smith. Wheat Story provided me with
information about her grandfather, Thomas Francis Wallace.
Dr. Warren M. Wardlaw, associate pastor of First Presbyterian
Church and interim pastor during the crucial years of 1982 and 1983,
prepared two valuable documents upon which I have drawn heavily
for the history of that period-"Through Times of Change" and
"Sanctuary Fire, March 11, 1982."
On June 4, 1956, the session read a letter from Mrs. Charles B.
Elliott suggesting the organization of a historical society at First
Presbyterian Church, "for the purpose of collecting and preserving
for posterity as much of the history of the church as can be salvaged
Margare t A. Gist, ed., Presbyterian Women of South Camlina. (Woman's Auxiliary of
the Synod of South Carolina, 1929).
12
Ernesl Trice Thompson, Presbyterians in the South, 3 vols. (Richmond: John Knox
Press, 1963, 1973).
1
" T. Watson Street, The Story of Southem Presbyterians (Richmond: John Knox Press,
1960); Ray A. King, A History of the Associate Reformed Presbyterim~ Chwdt (Charlotte:
Board of Christian Education of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, 1966).
11
' Edwin L. Green, 1~ HistOI)' of Richland County (1932; Columbia, 1974).
I!• john M. Bateman, Columbia ScrajJbooh, 1701-1842 (Columbia, 1915).
16
Helen Kahn Hennig, eel., Columbia: Capital City of South Camlina, 1786-1936 (1936;
Columbia: The State Printing Company, 1966);john Hammond Moore, Columbia and
Richland Count:y: A South Camlina Cmn:mu.nity, 1740-1990 (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 1993).
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from the wreckag e of fire, sword, neglect, and the erosion of time
itself." In 1977 a historica l committ ee was formed. On April 21,
1988, the Bicenten nial Commit tee was establish ed, and two years
later (on April 19, 1990) 'the session endorse d the committ ee's recommend ation to appoint David Calhoun to write the church's history.
My wife, Anne, whose earlier life was spent mainly in Columbi a,
encoura ged me with her interest in this project and assisted me with
her faithful and skillful editing of my manuscr ipt. My love and gratitude go to my parents, Pauline and David Calhoun of Sumter, who
taught me to love God, the church, and South Carolina , in that order;
and to Anne's parents, Isabel and Allen Fleece, formerly of Columbi a,
now of Macon, Georgia, who made me a Presbyte rian.
David B. Calhoun
Covenan t Theolog ical Seminar y
St. Louis, Missouri
October 1994
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PREFACE
---------------- ~ ----------------

TheWestminster Confession of Faith states that the "visible"

church is "the kingdom of the Lord jesus Christ, the house and family of God." To this visible church "Ch rist hath given the ministry, oracles, and ordinanc es of God, for the gatherin g and perfectin g of the
saints." Furtherm ore, Christ is present in the church; and "by His
own presence a nd Spirit, accordin g to His promise , " He effectually
accomplishes His good purposes in His p eople. 17
The history of a particula r church must follow the d efinition of the
church . What is the church? Usu ally we think first of the building .
The quie t majesty of First Presbyte rian Church in Columbi a, South
Carolina, is a beloved treasure. This splendid building, the second in
the church 's two centurie s, is indeed "th e house of God."
But the church is more than the building . It is the people- the
"family of God." This history will often tu rn to the member s of First
Presbyte rian- those men and women and children wh o, through
gen erations, have gathered at th e corner of Marion and Lady streets
to worship God their Fath er. Some of th ese m embers h ave b een
influential in city, sta te, and n a tion. Others-i ncludin g many slaves
in the antebell um period- are largely unknow n to the historian but
n o t to God .
An essential p art of the Presbyte rian church is its teaching and ruling elders, to whom h ave b een given, in a special sen se, "th e ministry,
oracles, and ordinanc es of God." Many of th e pastors of First Presbyte rian h ave b een impressive p reachers , theologi ans, and lead ers in
the religious and academi c life of the com munity and denomin ation.
More importan t, they h ave b een faithful in "the gatherin g and perfecting of the saints." Several hundred m en h ave served First
17

Westminsl er Confession of Faith 25, 2.
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Presbyterian Church as ruling elders. During its earlier history,
before rotation of elders became the practice, sessions remained
intact for years and even decades. Pastors came and went, but many
of these elders served until death. The diaconate, too, played a significant role in the history of this church.
The most important part of the definition of the church, however,
is neither the building nor the people nor the session, but the Lord
"in their midst" Qohn 20:19), who, "by His own presence and Spirit,"
creates the church and makes its work "effectual." In describing this
essential fact of the church's life, the historian must be merged with
the Christian, and research joined with prayer and worship. To the
extent that this is accomplished, the book will be more than an
account of the externals of First Presbyterian Church-as important
as these are; it will also reflect "the glory of the Lord risen upon it."
Presbyterians believe in the sovereignty of God. Generations of
First Church children have learned the answer to question seven of
the Shorter Catechism: 'What are the decrees of God?" "The decrees
of God are his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will,
whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes
to pass." The history of First Presbyterian Church is an interesting
story-with high points and low points, saints and sinners, faith and
failure; Christ and culture. It is also the story of the working out in
one place, for over two hundred years, of God's "eternal purpose."
Consequently, this book must be both a history-what happened and
when and why?-and a sermon-what is the purpose of God? ·The
last question is sometimes difficult to answer but, based on what we
know about God and His will from the Bible, an attempt must be
made. We will not only look at the construction of buildings, the lives
of members, and the coming and going of pastors, but we will search
for that theme which will tie it all together: the progress of the work
of God at First Presbyterian Church from 1795 to the present. It is my
prayer that this book itself will serve to advance that work. May it
teach younger members and new members the importance of the
church's history. May it help clarifY for long-time members the significance of the church's history. And may it unite us all and challenge us to greater faithfulness and service· in the days ahead.
I have attempted to set forth this remarkable story accurately and
fairly. I am aware that it is not perfect and join with Margaret A. Gist,
who wrote in her Presbyterian Women of South Carolina, "Doubtless there
are sins of omission and commission, else we were not good
Presbyterians "I. 1s
18

Gist, Presbyterian Women, vii.
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PART 1
---~---

PRESBYT ERIAN CHURCH

1795-1837

CHAPTER 1
--------~--------

A CHU RCH FOR
CHRISTIAN WOR SHIP
A t th e corner of Marion and Lady streets, n ear the center of the
city of Columbia (which is n ear the center of the state of South
Carolina) stands the majestic building of First Presbyteri an Church.
Its steeple rises some 180 feet above the ground-o nce the high est
structure in the town and still impressive in the modern city. The
soaring, graded spire draws our a ttention steadily upward to the triune God-God the Father Almighty, J esus Christ His only Son our
Lord, and the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life. On all sid es of
the old church-i n the beautiful churchyar d with its flowering trees
and old brick walls and walks-are the graves of college presidents
and seminary professors ; famous sch olars and Confedera te soldiers;
sen ators and con gressmen; and simple p eople and little childrenone of these marke d by th e statue of a baby lamb. On the weathered
tombstone s th ere are inscription s in English, Latin, Greek, and
Hebrew- telling different stories but confessing one faith . As we
wander through these paths of memories , the church takes sh ape
again as the peojJle of God. The communio n of the sain ts links th ese
Christians with all Christians and the church of yesterday with the
church of today.
The sounds of the busy city remind us that First Presbyteri an is a
m odern church facing the needs of to day's m en and women; but th e
p eace and shadows of the churchyar d recall a story of days gone by.
3
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Before the time of the rose-tinted Gothic church building, there was
a simple wooden meeting house on this ground. Before the meeting
house, there were graves of a few of the town's early settlers. In a still
earlier time, chuck-will's-willows called beneath the pine trees in the
simple quiet of a plantation not far from the banks of the Congaree
River in the Midlands of South Carolina....
On March 24, 1663, King Charles II of England granted a charter
to eight lords proprietor, making them the rulers of the province of
Carolina (which included part of North Carolina and all of South
Carolina and Georgia). The first English settlement in South
Carolina was made in 1670 at Charles Town on the west bank of the
Ashley River; it was moved ten years later to the present site of
Charleston, between the Ashley and Cooper rivers. From its earliest
days, the colony of South Carolina was dominated by this wealthy city
of sophisticated social and cultural life.
By the 1740s, however, a steady flow of frontier farmers had begun to
fill the South Carolina Piedmont, or back country. Some settled in the
central part of the state in Pine Tree Hill (later Camden), Winnsboro,
and in several places along the Congaree River. By then the native
Indians-the Congarees, Waterees, Catawbas, and Saludas-had
departed, leaving little behind except the names of the region's rivers.
A town called Saxe-Gotha-settled by Swiss and German immigrants and named after the north German duchy of Princess Augusta,
the wife of the Prince of Wales-was created in 1733 on the western
banks of the Congaree, south of the Saluda River. It quickly became
an important trading center for Charleston and for the Indians of the
upcountry. Another small commercial center developed in the lower
part of the Saxe-Gotha Township at Friday's Ferry. This community,
long referred to vaguely as "the Congarees," had, by the beginning of
the Revolutionary War, become Granby. It flourished for a few years:
its merchants made fortunes and lived in good style. When Lexington County was established in 1785, Granby was made the seat of
the new county, and the courthouse was built. But its unhealthy location, floods, and the later growth of the new town of Columbia
brought about its gradual decline. The seat of Lexington County was
moved in 1818 from Granby to Lexington, and soon the old town was
practically deserted.
At the end of the Revolutionary War, South Carolinians of the
upcountry and the Midlands-often alienated from the government
of the highly educated, wealthy English planters and merchants of
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the low country-were agitating for a more centrally located capital.
Several places were proposed-inclu ding Camden and General
Thomas Sumter's Stateburg in the High Hills of the Santee. On
March 6, 1786,John Lewis Gervais, former Charleston merchant and
senator from the district of Ninety Six, introduced a bill in the House
of Representatives to locate the capital near Friday's Ferry, across the
two-thousand-foo t-wide Congaree River. On March 22, the General
Assembly approved this plan and, after further debate, named the
new town Columbia (a feminine adaptation of the name of
Christopher Columbus). The next month, five commissioners were
authorized to purchase 2,471 acres from ten property ownersincluding Thomas and James Taylor.
Natives of Amelia County, Virginia, the Taylors had lived in the area
since their childhood. Their father, John Taylor, had accumulated, by
grant and purchase, thousands of acres along the banks of the
Congaree. Tall, red-haired Thomas married Ann Wyche of Brunswick County, Virginia. Thomas and Ann built their house on a hill
near the river, overlooking their plantation which they called "The
Plains"; a clear spring splashed nearby in a beautiful grove of trees.
Thomas had served in the South Carolina militia under General
Sumter during the Revolutionary War. On the occasion of one unexpected British attack, his foresight spared Sumter's army from defeat
and destruction. In th e following decades Colonel Taylor, as he was
known , became an influential man of state, frequently serving the legislature and various statewide gatherings as a member from the
region between the Broad and Catawba rivers.
In 1787 the new town of Columbia was laid out in four hundred
square blocks, with lots of h alf an acre each and a pattern of sixtyfoot-wide streets. "Two principal stree ts [ran] through the centre of
th e town at right angles, of one hundred and fifty feet wide. "19 Many
people saw an opportunity in the new town, and sales of property
were brisk. A few native Carolinians were joined by se ttlers from New
England and Virginia. Immigrants came from England, Scotland,
and Ireland, as well as from France and Germany. The first State
House-a still-unfinish ed two-story wooden building-welco med the
legislature on j anuary 4, 1790. It is often said that as Thomas Taylor
gazed out over the n ew town- its streets, sometimes a foot deep in
mud, bordered by a few flimsy wooden structures and an occasional
well for water-he was heard to mutter, "I sold a good plantation to
A Columbia. Reade~; 1786-1986 (Columbia: Institute for Southern Studies and th e
South Carolin iana Library), p. 2.
19
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make a poor town! "20 George Washington visited the town in 1791
and wrote in his diary on May 24: "Columbia is laid out upon a large
scale, but, in my opinion, would have been better placed on the river
below the falls. It is now an uncleared wood, with very few houses in
it, and those all wooden ones." 21 The town grew, however. Stores and
wooden houses, painted grey and yellow, began to fill the empty lots.
The unpaved streets were lined with pride-of-India trees. Gardens
produced cabbages and sweet potatoes, and many yards had grape
vines and peach and apple trees. Life in Columbia was quiet except
for the four weeks in November and December when the legislature
convened.
Presbyterians were among the earliest settlers in South Carolina.
One of the first churches in the colony-organized in Charleston
between 1680 and 1690 and called the Independent Church, or "Old
White" Meeting House-was composed of Presbyterians chiefly from
Scotland and Northern Ireland and of Congregationalists from
England and New England. In 1732 the Presbyterian members of the
Independent Church (later called Circular Congregational Church)
pulled out and moved down Meeting Street to establish First (Scots)
Presbyterian Church. Out in the countryside, on the Ashley River, a
prominent colony of New England Congregationalists settled at
Dorchester for several generations, before moving on to Liberty
County, Georgia. French-Calvinist Huguenots were driven from
France by the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685. Years earlier, in 1562-two years before John Calvin died-a small colony of
Huguenots had lived for a short time on the shores of what today is
called Port Royal Sound, before being overcome by the Spanish.
Later Huguenots who came to Carolina became Anglicans, joined
Presbyterian churches, or formed their own Huguenot church in
Charleston. Low-country Presbyterian congregations, especially
strong on the islands south of Charleston, were served by well-educated ministers, mostly from Ireland and Scotland. The earliest presbytery in the South was organized by the Charleston-area churches
before 1722; it maintained close ties with the Church of Scotland.
George Whitefield visited the colony several times, beginning in
1738; his preaching produced a "great awakening" and contributed
John Hammond Moore finds this story "rather unlikely" since Taylor was only one
of a group of men who owned the land on which Columbia was built. Moore, Columbia,
p. 60.
21
Columbia Reade1; p. 4.
20
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to Baptist and Presbyte rian growth. By the middle of the eighteen th
century, large numbers of Scotch-I rish immigra nts, who poured into
the Carolina Piedmon t by way of Philadel phia and Virginia , founded
Presbyte rian churche s in towns and villages of the back country.
Upcoun try Presbyte rians had closer links with Philadel phia than with
Charleston. Many of their minister s were educated a t the Presbyterian college in Princeto n. By the time of the America n Revolution, these Scotch-I rish settlers made the Presbyte rian church the
largest denomin ation in South Carolina .
The first America n presbyte ry was organize d in 1706 in Philadelphia; it was largely the work of Francis Makemie , who came from
Norther n Ireland as a missiona ry to Virginia in 1684. In 171 6 the
Synod of Philadel phia was formed. The church divided in 1741 into
the Old Side (Synod of Philadel phia) and the New Side (Synod of
New York). The Old Side opposed the m e thods of the Great Awakening; the New Side was made up of enthusia stic supporte rs of
George Whitefie ld and his preachin g. Three years before the schism
ended in 1758, the New Side Presbyte rian Church organize d Hanover
Presbyte ry, which included the area from western Pennsylv ania to
Georgia. Four minister s and three elders were present for the first
meeting; Samuel Davies, later presiden t of Princeto n College, was
electe d moderat or. T h ere had been decades of Presbyte rian labor in
the South b efore Hanove r Presbyte ry was formed, but it was H anover
that was to become "the mother of Southern Presbyte rianism." In
1770 Orange Presbyte ry was created from Hanover and included all
territory south of Virginia. South Carolina Presbyte ry was establish ed
in 1784. In 1788 the one Synod of New York and Philadel phia became fo ur-New York and New Jersey, Philadel phia, Virginia, and the
Carolinas. The first General Assembly met in Philadel phia in May
1789.
In 1788 there were only eleven Presbyte rian min isters in South
Carolina. Three years later the Synod of the Carolina s sent out four
missiona ries to work within its bounds, directing the m "not to tarr y
longer than three weeks at the same time in the bounds of twenty
miles, except peculiar circumst ances may appear to make it n ecessary. "22 By 1799 there were fifty-seven Presbyte rian congreg ations in
South Carolina Presbytery. In Nove mber of tha t year, the Synod of
the Carolina s u sed the "Broad River in its whole course" to divide the
state in to the First Presbyte r y of South Carolina and the Second
Presbyte ry of South Carolina .
2'l

Street, Southem Presbyterians, p. 29.
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The Associate Reformed Presbytery of the Carolinas and Georgia
was organized at Long Cane, South Carolina, on February 24, 1790,
with four ministers and forty-four congregations. ·This church traced
its history back to two Scottish Presbyterian movements-the sturdy
Covenanters of the seventeenth century, who took the name
"Reformed Presbyterians," and the Seceders of the eighteenth century, who called themselves "Associate Presbyterians." The Covenanters
stood for a Presbyterianism that honored the convictions of the martyrs of the struggle with the Stuart kings. The Seceders opposed
interference with Presbyterian polity by prominent nobles or land
owners and attempted to call the church back to the pure doctrines
of grace against the creeping moralism of the time. The Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church in the South was composed mainly of
Seceders who came from Ireland after the Revolutionar y War. They
found homes in Chester, Lancaster, Fairfield, and Abbeville counties
in South Carolina. On May 9, 1803, at the Old Brick Church in Fairfield County, the Associate Reformed Synod of the Carolinas was
organized. In the little town of Due West, the ARPs would establish a
college and theological seminary called Erskine-after Ebenezer and
Ralph Erskine, brothers who led the "secession" from the Church of
Scotland in the 1730s.
The Presbyterians were "the first religious society" established in
the Richland district, according to Robert Mills's Statistics of South
Carolina (1826) .23 Mills stated that there was a church on the banks
of Cedar Creek before the Revolutionary War, but in its first years
there was no church in Columbia. Presbyterians and Baptists often
staged "hymn sings" in private homes. Early in 1785 Bishop Francis
Asbury of the newly organized Methodist Episcopal Church in
America, came, with a group of preachers, to South Carolina. They
established four circuits-one in Charleston, and three that stretched
up the rivers into North Carolina: the Pee Dee, the Santee, and the
Broad River circuits. During 1787 a Methodist preacher on the
Santee circuit, Isaac Smith, preached occasionally in Columbia at the
home of his relative, Colonel Thomas Taylor. Taylor grew up an
Episcopalian, sponsored Methodist preaching in his home, but final23
Jones and Mills, Histmy, p. 32. John Hammond Moore states that Richland
County's first congregation was a "New Light" Baptist church near Mill Creek, where
they worshiped in the county's only church building before 1800. Moore, Columbia,
p. 68.
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ly joined the Presbyterian s. Like many o thers of the early republic,
he may have been a ttracted by Presbyterian patriotism during the
Revolutionar y War.
Late in 1793, th e Synod of th e Carolinas sent out a newly licensed
preacher, Robert Wilson of Long Cane, to labor "in the destitute
neighborhoo ds within its bounds." Finally, on December 15, h e came
to Columbia, where he preached to "a very respectable assembly."
Encouraged by Wilson, "a number of inhabitants" of the town,
including Thomas Taylor and Benjamin Waring, appealed to David E.
Dunlap in a letter sent on March 30, 1794, requesting that he "accept
the pastoral care of the church newly establishing itself amongst us."
"It is greatly contrary to the interest of a young town," the letter stated, "to be growing up without the Sabbath Day's observation. "24
South Carolina Presbytery received the letter in its April meeting but
returned it so that it could be rewritten in harmony with the
Presbyterian Form of Government . It was a good exercise for Colonel
Taylor to learn the requirement s of Presbyterian polity because he
was, in time, elected an elder of the church. The second call was sent
to Dunlap on September 1, 1794, promising him a salary of 112
pounds a year.
Mr. Dunlap began his ministry as stated supply in Columbia in the
fall of 1794. He was ordained by presbytery on June 4, 1795, after two
days of examination s. The service, h eld in the State House, was moderated by Robert McCullough , teacher at York and pastor of the
Catholic Presbyterian Church on Rocky Creek in Chester District. 25
John Brown was the clerk. The Reverend Francis Cummins preached
the sermon from II Corinthians 5:20-"Now then we are ambassadors
for Christ, as th ough God did beseech you by us: we pray you in
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." A charge was given to the
pastor and his flock by the moderator, and Mr. Dunlap was solemnly
ordained to the gospel ministry with prayer and the laying on of
hands of the presbytery. In this way, David Dunlap-jus t twenty-three

There is sufficient evidence that disregard of the Sabbath was a prevailing evil at
the time in the newly settled town, as were intem perance and gambling (especially at
the popular horse races).
25
The session of First Presbyterian Church (on February 8, 1982) recorded the date
of.June 4, 1795, as the organizational date of First Presbyterian Church.
21
'
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years old-became pastor of the first church organized in the town of
Columbia. 26
David Dunlap was the son of a Presbyterian elder of the old
Waxhaw Presbyterian Church of Lancaster County, a settlemen t
which was said to have given "tone and thought to the whole upper
country of the state. "27 These Presbyterian people had come from
Northern Ireland to Pennsylvania and Virginia and finally to South
Carolina. Among them were Dunlaps, J acksons, Calhouns, and
Pickenses. David Dunlap was educated at Mount Zion College in
Winnsboro, a school open ed in 1777 "for the education and instruction of youth" and chartered by the state of South Carolina in 1785.
The college-loc ated in Scotch-Irish Fairfield County-was predominantly Presbyterian . Of the thirty-three Southern men who entered
the Presbyterian ministry by 1800, twelve were graduates of Mount
Zion. David Dunlap married Susannah Ellison, the daughter of Major
Robert Ellison, whose home was a t Mount Pleasant near Winnsboro. 2H
Mr. Dunlap was licensed to preach on April16, 1793, and, for the rest
of 1793 and the first months of 1794, traveled between the
Presbyterian churches of the coastal islands and upcountry towns.
The new pastor not only served the Presbyterian congregation in
Columbia but also preached at Granby, three miles below Columbia,
until August 1799, whe n the Granby congregatio n called the
Reverend George Reid. To supplement his small salary, Mr. Dunlap
worked as clerk of the state senate and taught in the Columbia Male
Academy, a school which began classes in J anuary of 1798. Abram
Blanding, a recent arrival from Connecticut , was the principal. In a
letter to presbytery, dated October 22, 1799, Dunlap asked for permission to be absent from their m ee ting because of his responsibilities at the school. The Columbia church m et in the State House for
its services of worship; after 1801 Mr. Dunlap alternated Sundays with
the Reverend John Harper, a Methodist itinerant preacher who had
been ordained by John Wesley.
Little is known of the Reverend David Dunlap and the life of the
Presbyterian church during these early years when he and his wife,
Washington Street Methodist Church was formed in 1803, First Baptist Church in
1809, and Trinity Episcopal in 1812.
27 Old
Waxhaw Presbyterian Church is located about eight miles northeast of
Lancaster between U.S. Highway 521 and South Carolina No. 9. The church takes its
name from a tribe of Indians who once lived in this area.
28
David Dunlap was the uncle of Dr. John B. Adger of Pendleton and Columbia
Theological Seminary and the great-uncle of William E. Boggs, later pastor of First
Presbyterian Church.
26
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Susannah , labored in the heat, the mosquitos , the cold, and the rain .
After ten years of faithful service, the first pastor of Columbia 's
Presbyteri ans died suddenly of "malignan t fever" (probably diphtheria) on Septembe r 10, 1804, only a few hours after the death of his
wife. He was thirty-thre e years old and Susannah , thirty. They were
laid to rest side by side in the town's cemetery, the inscription on
their tombstone asking the question "0 Death, insatiate archer,
Could not one suffice?" A more appropria te inscription might have
been "They were lovely and pleasant in their lives; and in their death
they were not divided." David Dunlap's property was appraised at
$5,000, plus several "lots and squares" in Columbia and six slaves. To
the three Negro men, he left his clothes. The bill for funeral expenses included one item for three gallons ofwine!
Edward Hooker, a young man from Connectic ut who had become
a m ember of the faculty at South Carolina College, noted in his diary
in 1806 that "the inhabitant s speak highly of the Rev. Mr. Dunlap, an
o rdained Presbyteri an minister of this place, who died summer
before last. He was an able and good man." Dr. George Howe, in his
H istory of the Presbyterian Church in South Camlina, stated that there
were persons yet living who remember ed David Dunlap's "gentlemanly manners and his gifts as a preacher. "29
The Columbia church is not mentioned in the presbytery minutes
until1810 . With no pastor after Mr. Dunlap and no church building,
it is not surprising that the church was not heard from. There are
hints, however, that it continued to exist during these years. John M.
Bateman refers to a memoir found among Dr. Palmer's papers that
states that Dr. Van de Vastine Jamison became a member of the
Presbyteri an church in Columbia about 1805 and attended servicesespecially on the occasion of the administe ring of the sacrament s. 30 A
single remark in David Ramsay's History of South Carolina (1809) mentions that the Columbia Presbyteri ans were "a numerous and wealthy
congregat ion."3 ' The church con tinued to meet, probably irregularly, with visiting preachers taking the services. From time to time the
Presbyteri ans may have attended the Washingto n Street Methodist
Chu rch, whose building at the corner of Washingto n and Marion
Howe, Presbyterian Chwdt in South Carolina 1:596.
Bateman, "History," p. 5.
31
David Ramsay, The History of South-Carolina, from Its FiTst Settlement in the Yem· 1670,
to tlze)'eaT 1808 (Charleston, 1809) 2:16.
29
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streets-a plain wooden structure "out in the woods, away from the
center oftown"-had been completed in 1804. 32 Edward Hooker, who
arrived in Columbia late in 1805, noted that only the Methodists were
holding regular Sunday meetings and added that "their noisy zeal"
irritated some residents.
That the Presbyterian church continued to have an independent
existence is shown by the fact that it called a pastor in 1809. The
Reverend John Brown was the newly elected professor of logic and
moral philosophy at South Carolina College. He was born in County
Antrim, Ireland, on June 15, 1763, and came with his parents, in his
early youth, to South Carolina. For a brief time he studied at Robert
McCullough's school in York, where he and Andrew Jackson were
classmates. As a boy of sixteen, he served in the Revolution under
General Sumter. Mter the war he studied theology and was licensed
to preach in 1788; in 1793 he transferred from the Presbytery of
Orange to the Presbytery of South Carolina . He educated himself so
thoroughly that he was elected to the faculty of South Carolina
College in 1809.
Under John Brown's leadership, the Presbyterian church was reorganized "at a meeting held early in the year 1810." Those present
agreed "to associate themselves together as a Presbyterian congregation." Thomas Taylor, Sr., Thomas Lindsay, John Murphy, and
Zebulon Rudolph were elected elders. The church already may have
elected elders but, because there are no records of the early years, it
is not known ·w ho they were. Or it is possible, and more likely, that
elders had not yet been elected. This would mean that in the early
period there was Presbyterian preaching but little formal organization. The Columbia Presbyterians moved slowly in conforming
entirely to the Presbyterian system of government as outlined in the
Book of Church Order.
At a meeting on May 15, 1810, atJohn Brown's home, "the members entered into and subscribed a more formal agreement." They
set aside the next Saturday as a "day of fasting, humiliation and prayer
for the divine blessings . ori the church in general and the newly
formed society in .e--art1~ular" and the next day, the Sabbath, for the
celebration ofthe'Lord's Supper. The communion service took place

32
Archie Huff states that after David Dunlap's death in 1804, the Presbyterian congregation scattered until 1810, leaving the Methodists with the only church in town.
See Archie Vernon Huff, Jr., TTied by FiTe: Washington Street United Methodist Church,
Columbia, South Carolina (Columbia: R. L. Bryan, 1975). It is more likely, however,
that the Presbyterians maintained some sort of connection during these years.
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in the college chapel. Dr. Palmer comments that "the number of
communic ants was precisely the number of those who first sat down
at the sacrament al supper, when it was instituted by the Divine master
himself. "33 Following common Presbyteri an practice, communio n
tokens were presented to the elders by communic ants, to show that
they had been examined and were admitted to the sacrament .
According to Benjamin Morgan Palmer, when Colonel Thomas
Taylor
saw the table spread in the chapel of the college and heard
the free invitation given to God's children to celebrate their
Redeemer 's passion in the supper, his mind was powerfully
affected. He had found the people among whom he was
willing to cast his lot; and, yielding to the strong impulse of
his heart, he went forward shaking with the emotions which
mastered him. He bowed his head upon the table among
the communic ants, who were all happy that the Lord's
tabernacle was establishe d among them.
Apparentl y unfamilia r with the use of tokens, he slipped a coin into
the elder's h and. The elder returned the coin silently and Taylor
received the Lord's Supper, for "all recognize d his pious emotion as
the true 'token' that he was the Lord's disciple."3'1 Howe comments
that this was the way "in which 'the patriarch of Columbia ' united
himself, under the effectual calling of th e Holy Spirit, with th e
Presbyteri an church, of which he was so honored and useful a member. "~
The story is puzzling, however. Colonel Taylor had been associated with the Presbyteri an church since Mr. Dunlap's call in 1794. He
was already an elder, although just elected, when the communi on
service took place. Undoubte dly, the Columbia Presbyteri ans had
occasional ly observed communio n, with elders coming from distant
churches- the nearest thirty miles away-to make it possible.
Colonel Taylor m ay have missed those infrequen t communi on seasons or he may not have believed himself to be qualified to partake
until 1810; or the often-repe ated story may not be accurate or may
5

They were (according to Palmer's "Manuscript History") Mr. and Mrs. James
Young, Mr. and Mrs. James Do uglas, Mr. and Mrs. J ebulon Rudolph, Mrs. William
Preston , Mrs. William Harper, Mrs. James Lewis, Mrs. John Brown, Miss Clementine
Brown, Colonel T homas Taylor, and Mr. David Gregg. This list, however, comes to thirteen, which other sources give as the number of com municants.
31
' Palmer, "Manuscript History."
3
'' Howe, Presbyterian Cht11dt in South Camlina 1:597.
~
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have taken place earlier. If true, it does illustrate the sincerity of
Thomas Taylor and the flexibility of the church in its early days.
When the Presbyterian church was reorganized in 1810, it was represented in the newly formed Harmony Presbytery, whose lines the
synod had drawn as "beginning on the sea coast where the divisional
line between North and South Carolina begins and running thence
with said line till it strikes Lynches Creek; thence down said creek to
Evans Ferry; thence to Camden; thence to Columbia; thence to
Augusta in Georgia; thence in a direction nearly south (including St.
Marys) to the sea coast." In 1812 the Synod of the Carolinas (which
consisted of all the presbyteries in North and South Carolina and
Georgia) was divided. The presbyteries of South Carolina, Harmony,
and Hopewell (Georgia) formed the Synod of South Carolina and
Georgia.
With its own elders and minister, First Presbyterian Church was
now a properly organized church in Harmony Presbytery and the
Synod of the Carolinas. "And thus, after sixteen years of effort and of
waiting on the Lord in his appointed way, the precious seed sown by
the hand of Mr. Dunlap . . . appeared in a visible and tangible
shape-'a vine of the Lord's planting."'36
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CHAPTER 2
--------- ~ ---------

A

VINE OF THE
LoRD 'S PLAN TING
The Presbyterian church services were h eld in th e ch apel of
South Carolina College. Members of th e congregation were seated in
the galleries a nd the students b elow. Mr. Dunlap had taken an ac tive
part in founding the college, which was chartered in 1801. H e was a
m ember of th e first board of trustees- together with one of his classmates at Mount Zio n , Samuel Yongue; with H enry W. DeSau ssure and
Colone l Thom as Taylor of his congregation ; a nd with his su ccessor at
First Presbyterian Church , J o hn Brown. Of the thirteen m embers of
the first board, seven were Presbyterian s.
The college opened its d oors onjanuary 10, 1805.Jon a than Maxcy,
a young Baptist preach er from Rhode Island wh o h ad already served
as presiden t of Brown College (his alma m a ter) and Union College in
Sch enectady, New York, was chosen by the trustees as the first presid ent. The faculty of th ree tau ght the beginning class of n ine stud ents-all well prep ared in La tin and Greek for classical studies at the
college. The college's first structure, called South Building, contained classrooms, a library, and a ch ap el, and was flanked by two dormi tory wings. North Building, three hundred feet away, was comple te d in 1809.37 Other buildings-m ade of brick in the popular Fede ral
Late r, Sou th Build ing was ren a med Rnlled ge College, and North Building,
DcSaussure College.
'
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style-were soon added. They were designed with fireplaces in each
room for h eat in the winter, and with main floors above ground level
to promote air circulation during the long, hot summers. The untidy
campus also contained servants' quarters, chicken houses, and a collard patch or two!

---

Dr. Brown was elected president of the University of Georgia in
Athens in 1811 and left for that new post in May. 38 Dr. Benjamin R.
Montgomery, pastor of the Presbyterian church in Camden, followed
him at South Carolina College. Received as a candidate by the Second
Presbytery at Little River on April 9, 1801, Montgomery had
preached to two congregations-C armel and H opewell-in the
northwestern corner of the state. He was ordained in 1805 and
moved, several years later, to the Abbeville area, where he served as
supply to Presbyterian churches and taught at Cambridge Academy.
On October 16, 1809, he accepted a call to the Bethesda Presbyterian
Church of Camden and began his work on January 1, 1810. Late in
1811 h e came to Columbia to teach in the college and serve as chaplain. Columbia's Presbyterians attended the Sunday services at the
college and listened with apprecia tion to the sermons of Dr.
Montgomery.
Sixteen m ale members of the Presbyterian congregation met at the
courthouse in Columbia on July 19, 1812, and signed a paper agreeing to associate themselves "into a congregation for r eligious worship
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Dr. Montgomery, and his successors, whom we m ay h ereafter choose."39 God was "graciously pleased
to pour out his reviving and converting spirit u pon Mr. Montgomery's
labors," and the church's membership increased from thirteen in late
1810 to thirty-six in 1812.'10 The Columbia Presbyterians still worshiped at the college chapel, but as the church grew this was no
longer convenient. Colonel Thomas Taylor, Judge Abraham Nott,
and Major H enry D. Ward were appointed as a committee "to procure a proper place for building a church."
John Brown, who received an honorary doctor of divinity degree from the College
ofNewJersey in 1811, returned to the pastorate in 1816. For twelve years he was minister at Mt. Zion Church in Hancock County, Georgia. After that he preached widely
throughout the South . He died on December 11, 1842, in his eightieth year.
39
The sixteen signers were: Thomas Taylor, Sr., Henry D. Ward, J ames Douglass,
Thomas Lindsay, ]. Smith, J ames Davis, John Murphy, H. Richardson, Henry W.
DeSaussure, D. Coattes, William Shaw, John Hooker, James Young, Abram No tt,
Zebulon Rudolph, and A. Mulder.
4
° Centennial sermon ofWilliam E. Boggs.
38
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Apparently, the committee approached the legislature for land and
were told they would have to incorporate. In June 1813, a letter
signed by twenty male members of the church petitioned the South
Carolina General Assembly for incorporatio n as "a religious society by
the name and title of 'the first Presbyterian Church in the Town of
Columbia' ... for th e purpose of celebrating the regular, solemn and
public worship of almighty God, according to Presbyterian form of
service and discipline. "~ The senate granted the request on
December 18, 1813, and the Columbia Presbyterian s now turned
their attention to constructing their first building ..12
When th e town was first laid out, a four-acre square (bounded by
Washington , Lady, Marion, and Bull stree ts) was reserved for a "public burial ground"-de scribed by Edward Hooker as "a pleasant and
retired spot east of the town surrounded on three sides by copses of
n ative pines which serve to render it suitably solemn. "·1:1 In 1805 the
northern h alf of the block-not yet used for graves-was sold in
order to buy another, more appropriatel y locate d, cemetery. When
the Presbyterian s and Episcopalian s both petitioned for ownership of
the 1:\-vo remaining acres of the old cemetery, the town officials divided the land between those two churches (who then each paid half the
appraised value of the property to the Baptists and Methodists to
assist them in building their churches) .4 4 According to J ohn Bateman,
1

41
See Appendix E for th e p e tition for incorporation a nd the names of its subscribers.
42
See Appendix F for the corporation charter.
·HI Columbia's north-south streets we re named for officers who fought in South
Carolina in the Revolutionary War-he n ce, Marion for "the Swamp Fox," Francis
Marion; and Bull for Brigadier General Stephen Bull. Washington Street was named
for George Washington (who visited Columbia in May 1791) and Lady Street for his
wife, Martha Custis Washington.
11
' ' The details of this transaction a re not completely clear. Most accounts are similar
to the one given above, which appears to have been the intention of the legislative
action of December 18, 1813. See Appendix F. Howe's marginal note states that the
assessed value was $914.88 for the entire block; $130.50 was paid fo r the new burial
ground. The remainder was divided into three equal parts, the three c hurches receiving each its share in money and the Presbyterians the land. John Ha mmond Moore
writes that "eventually the legislature decided to sell the part of the square n ot used
for graves, purchase another burial g round for the town, and divide any proflt a mong
the four congregations: Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, and Episcopal. H owever,
each gro up still had a stake in the remaining part of the original site, and this di lemma was solved only when the Presbyterians decided to buy out the interests of all of the
others concerned." Moore, Columbia, p. 81. Archie Vernon Huff states that when the
new cemete ry was purchased, one half of the block was sold to pay for it. "The
Presbyterian congregation purchased the four remaining lots for a ch urch building,
and th e proceeds were divided by the legislature among the four city churches 'to finish and complete' their buildings." Huff, 11-ierl by Ji'i:re, pp. 20, 21.
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"the Presbyterians and Episcopalians decided that they would get
along better if they were not so close together, so they agreed to
determine by lot which d enomination should buy out the rights of
the other. "45 The Presbyterians won!
James Douglass was given a contract for the construction of a building to cost $6,000; John Calvert was the builder.'16 The congregation
raised the necessary funds through pledges. Thomas Taylor pledged
$500, Wade Hampton $400, and others gave smaller sums. The South
Carolina General Assembly authorized the church to conduct a lottery (a common prac tice at the time), but there is no eviden ce that
the church actually did raise money by means of a lottery. The n ew
church building, a large frame structure with "two square towers surmounted by cupolas in front," was erected on the northeast corner of
Lady and Marion streets and cost about $2,000 more than the original estimate. 47 Many accounts state that the Presbyterians purch ased
the courthouse at Granby and moved the m aterials across the
Congaree River for use in constructing their n ew church. 4A
The church was dedicated in October 1814 (when Harmony
Presbytery met in Columbia), although it did not yet have pews or
window sashes. Presbyters, church members, and visitors sat on
rough seats tha t were brought in for the occasion and h eard the dedication sermon from the text "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give you the crown of life" (Revelation 2:10). When the building was
completed, regular services were moved there from the college
chapel; the students walked the several blocks to worship with the
congregation in their n ew church.

Bateman, ChuTchyanl, pp. 18, 19.
James Douglass was married to the daughter of John Calvert. Douglass died in
1834 and was buried in the churc hyard, so near the church building tha t the n ew sanctuary, dedicated in 1853, cove red his grave. John Calvert, a Revolutionary War soldier,
was also buried in the churchyard .
17
' Howe, Presbytelian Chu:rch in South Carolina 2:258. Howe states tha t the Presbyterian
church "pe rhaps was ra ther more tasteful and aspiring than the other churches,
though it would appear n ot very imposing to the men of the gen eratio n n ow coming
on the stage of action." It was "n o t in the highest style of church architecture," he
wro te.
48
Clare R. Arthur argues that these accoun ts are n ot accurate, beca use the South
Carolina General Assembly records state that it was not untill818 that the decision was
made to establish a n ew location for the Lexington Coun ty Courtho use. Arthur,
"Nourishing Spiritual Darkness," p . 11. Edwin L. Green states that th e Presbyteria ns
may have purch ased the Granby Courthouse in 1822 to use in th e construction of the
manse and in the e nlargement of the c hurc h b u ilding (The State, J anuary 22, 1940).
There must be some basis fo r the tradi tion connecting the old courthouse with the
church, but it is impossible to state with certainty the facts.
'
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In 1816 th e church was still attempting to pay off its building debt.
On May 21, a notice appeared in the Columbia TelescojJe: "The
Committee for building of the Presbyterian Church will b e much
obliged to th e subscribers who are in arrears, to p ay them up , that
they may be enabled to make a full report to the meeting of the m embers and supporters of the Church , which will soon take place." T h e
money came in, and a bell was added in 1817 and a ch andelier a year
later.
Meanwhile, the town's Baptists h ad organized in 1809. Like many
of the Baptists who settled in South Carolina, most in Colum bia were
Calvinistic or "Particular" Baptists in doctrine. T he first person to be
baptized in the Columbia church was Ann Wyche Taylor, wife of
Colonel Thomas Taylor, who was by now a staunch Presbyterian . The
Baptists met in the Richland Coun ty Courthouse until their first
church was built in 181 1-"a commodious brick meeting-house 40
feet square" facing Sumter Street on the corner of Plain (later named
Hampton). A group of prominent citizen s organized the Episcopal
church on August 8, 1812. Services were held in the State House
until the cruciform wooden Trinity Church was built on the corner of
Sumter and Gervais streets in 1814. The capital of South Carolina
now had four churches-th eir buildings close together in the little
city- First Presbyterian, Washington Street Methodist, First Baptist,
and Trinity Episcopal. In the 1820s, the Roman Catholic church was
organized to minister to the Irish laborers who came to work on the
Columbia Can al. The Methodist church h ad the largest m embership,
followed by th e Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Baptists, and Roman
Catholics.
In 1818 Dr. Montgomery, pastor at First Presbyterian Church,
moved to Missouri. The con gregation appointed a committee of
seven (with Colonel Taylor as ch airm an ) to choose a new pastor, stipulating that his term of service would be limited to three years unless
renewed by all p arties concerned. This procedure, adopted by the
congregation "as a security against possible m istakes," would prove to
be a great problem to the future p eace of the church .'19

--

T h e committee calle d as pastor twen ty-eight-year-old Thomas
Charleton Henry, a native of Philadelphia. Henry graduated from
Middlebury College in Vermont in 1814 and entered the Theological
Seminary of th e Presbyterian Church in Princeton, which had
·>!>Centenn ial sermon of William E. Boggs.
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opened its doors two years earlier. He studied with Princeton's first
two professors, Archibald Alexander and Samuel Miller, until 1816,
when he left the seminary to become a missionary under the care of
the West Lexington Presbytery of Kentucky. Henry was recommended to the Columbia pulpit committee by friends in Augusta and
Charleston. He was ordained and installed by Harmony Presbytery on
November 7, 1818, as the church's first full-time pastor. Dr.
Montgomery, who was still in town, preached the installation sermon.
The new pastor was provided with a house and a generous salary of
$2,000 a year. 50
Thomas Henry was a leader in establishing the Columbia Sunday
School Union on February 4, 1819. Colonel john Taylor (now governor) was elected president; and Mr. Henry, Dr. James Davis, Major W.
C. Clifton, and Dr. E. D . Smith became vice presidents. All were
Presbyterians except for Major Clifton, a Methodist. Henry was "reelected" pastor in 1820 and again in 1823. The second time, however,
there was a significant vote opposed to extending his ministry in
Columbia. He therefore declined the call and, in April 1824, became
pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church of Charleston.
The text of Mr. Henry's "farewell discourse" to his Columbia congregation was Acts 20:27-"For I h ave not shunned to declare unto
you all the counsel of God." The themes of this sermon illustrate the
burden of Henry's five-and-a-half-year ministry in Columbia. He
urged the Presbyterians to exercise a "Christian charity .which knows
no other difference between evangelical sects than that of a name."
"The worshiping assemblies in this place," he told his people, "build
the same hope on the same broad basis." H e called for Christians to
"make the line between the duties of the Christian and the maxims
and customs of the world as visible and distinct as possible." There
had been some controversy during Henry's ministry concerning
Christians attending the theatre and dances. The pastor admitted
that all were not agreed on these practices but strongly objected to
the argument that Christians should participate in them in order to
win non-Christians. Henry closed his eloquent farewell sermon with
a powerful restatement of the gospel, which he h ad faithfully
preached at First Presbyterian:

50
The pastor's salary remained $2,000 until1824, when it was reduced to $1,500. It
remained at that figure until 1837, when it was again raised to $2,000. In 1867 it
became $1,500 until1875, when it was raised to $2,000. It was again reduced to $1,500
in 1880 and remained so until it was raised to $2,100 in 1891.
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Dear Brethren, God now sums up and closes the account
between us. Yet before I pronounc e the word adieu-let me
once more present the Saviour to you: Let me once more
refresh my soul with the sounds of the Gospel-" Ho every
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters." "The Spirit and
the bride say, come. And let him that heareth say, come. And
let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take
the waters of life freely."51

--

Rob ert Means was chosen as temporary supply for First
Presbyteri an Church in December 1823. He was born in Fairfield
District, South Carolina, in 1796 and d eveloped a "pure and fervent"
love for his native state. Mr. Means graduated from South Carolina
College in 1813 at the age of seventeen . He then studied law in
Columbia but was too young to be admitted to the bar. In 1816,
through the death of his godly mother and the reading of Christian
books, the young man made a profession of faith and turned his
attention to the ministry. He wrote in his diary: "As I have dedicated
myself to God in the gospel of His Son, I will make it the ruling object
of my exertions to obtain the qualificati ons for this office, and to
exercise them in a fervent and faithful manner. May God enable me
to do this for Christ's sake." He was licensed by Harmony Presbytery
in 1818 and served churches in Winnsbor o, Camden, and Newberry,
until he was called to Columbia. Mr. Means was a tall, impressive man,
a diligent student, and a good preacher with a melodious voice.
A one-acre lot on Marion Street "immediat ely in front of the
church" had been purchased and a two-story brick manse, with nine
rooms and five fireplaces, completed in 1822. Much to the dismay of
the congregat ion, the cost exceeded the estimate of $5,560. Various
endeavors to raise the additional money (including selling burial lots
and reducing the pastor's salary from $2,000 to $1,500 a year) failed,
and in 1824 the house was sold to the church 's newly called pastor,
Robert Means. Some years later it became a school conducted by
Robert Edmonds . The church struggled for several more years to pay
off debts incurred with the manse- a "vexatious affair," according to
Benjamin Palmer, which "had only been a source of anxiety and
51
Arthur, "Nourishing Spiritual Darkness," p. 83. A studious pastor and prolific
writer, Henry received the doctor of divini ty degree from Yale University in 1824. He
died of "stranger's fever" in Charleston in 1827. In his will he left money to Princeton
Seminary and the Chickasaw Indian mission.
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trouble." On one occasion in 1826, an advertisement appeared in the
Columbia Telescope reporting that the church building was for sale in
order to pay the debt!
In March 1824, Mr. Means was "elected" to a three-year term (by a
vote of twenty-three to thirteen). That same year the church adopted
bylaws that stated that a pastor would be nominated by the session
and elected by the congregation for a three-year period. At the end
of that time, the session and congregation had the option of renominating and re-electing him if they so desired. Robert Means was "reelected" for a second term but declined to serve again. He re turned
to Fairfield District, where he was pastor of Salem Church. 52
Sermons at First Church in the early years reflected the considerable education of Presbyterian ministers. Can~idates for the ministry
were examined by presbytery in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew; as well as
"on the arts and sciences; on theology, natural and revealed; and on
ecclesiastical history, the sacraments, and church government."
Presbyterian pastors were expected to teach Bible and doctrine to
their congregations and to contribute to the good of the d enomination and evangelical Christianity by their study and writing. Robert
Means's scholarly ability was put to use in his Considerations ResjJecting
the Genuineness of the Pentateuch-an answer to Dr. Thomas Cooper of
South Carolina College, who sought to disprove the Mosaic authorship of the first five books of the Bible. Mr. Means's reply first
appeared in the Southern Christian Herald. He wrote, he said, to answer
an "unprovoked" attack on "the authority of revealed religion," to
show "that the obligations of religion are founded in truth," and to
enable Christians "to furnish reasons for the belief which they cherish. "53
Mter struggling with financial difficulties and going to court to
defend its right to use part of its property as a cemetery, First
Presbyterian Church began to prosper. In November 1828, Abram
Blanding gave the church a lot on the east side of the 1700 block of
Sumter Street (between Laurel and Blanding streets); and a brick

52
Robert Means was a candidate for the professorship of sacred literature at South
Carolina College, but increasing blindness prevented his election. He died on January
17, 1836, at the age of thirty-nine. George Howe preached a memorial sermon for Mr.
Means in which he said: "His sky was indeed overcast. His sun was clouded, but flashed
its radiance upon us through the gloom as it d escended. It hath set in darkness, but
hath risen on another shore in undying splendor."
53
Robert Means, Sermons and an Essay on the Pentateuch (Boston: Perkins and Marvin,
1836), pp. 421, 422. Means's answer to Cooper was reprinted as a booklet in 1834 and
included in his volume of sermons in 1836. The 1836 reprint is 166 pages in length.
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Sunday school building or Lecture Room (as it was called) was constructed at the cost of $800.'''1 The ground level provided classroom s
for white children, and the basement was used for the "oral instruction" of black p eople.

--

John Rennie served as stated supply from june 1827 until january
1828, wh en he was called as pastor. The call was not presented to
Harmony Presbytery , h owever, and Mr. Rennie was never actually
installed. He visited Europe during the summer of 1830, during
which time the pulpit was filled by Dr. Thomas Goulding, the first
professor of the Presbyteri an theologica l seminary in Columbia.
Tensions in the church d eveloped when the session refused to renominate Rennie and the congregat ion re-elected him anyway. According
to th e 1824 bylaws, a renewed call to the pastor required n ot only an
e lection by the congregation but also a second nominatio n by the session. Harmony Presbytery attempted to make peace and nudge the
church toward a more standard Presbyteri an procedure . It affirmed
the people's "precio us and unalterable privilege of choosing their
own pastor." Presbyteri an church governme nt, it stated, holds that
the pastoral relation (when regularly consumm ated between a minister and his people by the authority of presbytery ) is, in its nature, permanen t until properly terminate d. The private rules and regulation s
of a particular ch urch cannot affect it. But in this case, the presbytery
found that the original call was never presented to presbytery and so
the pastoral relations between Mr. Rennie and the congregation were
never con stituted. Presbytery , therefore, supported the session,
which held that it had to nominate before the con gregation could
vote. Presbytery also stated that the session could not refuse to make
a nominatio n but must "endeavor to promote the settlemen t of a pastor."

!H The site of this first Lecture Room of First Presbyte ria n Church is
identified by Fitz
Hugh McMaste r as j ust south of the present locatio n of Ladson Presbyte rian Church
on Sumter Street (McMaste r, History, p. 12).
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SPIRITUAL AN D
SE CU LA R CO NC ER NS
First Presby terian Churc h follow ed the Westm inster Confes sion
of Faith and the Form of Gover nment and Discip line of the
Presby terian Churc h in the United States as its rule offaith and practice."' In its "Bylaws and Regula tions for Spiritu al and Secula r
Conce rns" (adopt ed in 1824) , the church set forth additio nal policies. Memb ers of the corpo ration -white male church memb ers at
least twenty-one years old who contri buted $100 annual ly- elected
the "temp oral affairs comm ittee" (which was respon sible for the physical and fin ancial aspects of the church ) and the ruling elders. Other
memb ers of the congre gation-wom en, blacks, youth s-part icipat ed
in the worshi p service s and receive d the sacram ents but could not
vote in the meetin gs of the corpor ation. The great Protes tant doctrine of the priesth ood of all believe rs, however, receiv ed impres sive
empha sis in the last of the church 's ten "spiritu al" rules:
We hereby coven ant as fellow Christ ians to give up ourselv es
to the Lord for mutua l edifica tion, by watchi ng over, exhort ing, reprov ing and comfo rting each other, looking for that
blessed hope, and the gloriou s appear ing of the great God,
5

'' These docume n ts were prepare d by the famous
Westmi nster Assemb ly of Divines
in Londo n (1643-47) and revised by the America n Presbyte rian church
in 1789.
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even our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, that
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify us unto
himself, a peculiar people zealous of good works.

Church membership was taken very seriously. The session examined and "nominated" suitable persons to the congregation for its
vote. Members of "all sister churches" with whom First Presbyterian
Church was "in fellowship" were invited to the Lord's table. Mter one
year's residence in Columbia, they were requested to transfer their
membership to the church. Each candidate who was not a member of
another church was required to "give credible evidence of repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, by operation of
the Holy Spirit." When the certificate of membership from another
church was more than a year old, the session sometimes required a
full examination. Occasionally, even those with certificates from
other churches were delayed membership if there appeared to be
some question about their Christian character. One man passed his
examination for membership, but because "he could not tell whether
he had been baptized in infancy, it was deemed proper to delay his
admission for the present."
As people joined the church, an interesting and diverse congregation developed. Fairly typical is the session notation for October 8,
1819: four persons were received from other Presbyterian churches in
South Carolina; one from a church in County Down in Ireland; and
Charles, a "colored man . .. now the property of Miss Smyth of this
place," from the First Independent Church in Charleston.
The major source of church income was pew rent collected from
members, probably instituted soon after the church building was
completed. 56 Pew rental ranged from twelve dollars a year to forty dollars, depending on location. Accommodation was provided, however,
for those who could not pay for their seats. The north gallery was
reserved for "the people of color." Half of the south gallery was for
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56
Yearly lease for pews was required, and the pew-holder was required to sign the
following form: "Know all men by these presents, That I - - have rented from the
first Presbyterian Church in Columbia, the Pew in the said Church, numbered-for one year from this date, and to hold the same from year to year, until I shall have
given three months previous notice to the Treasurer of the congregation, of my intention to surrender the same. And for the same, I agree to pay the said Church, the
annual sum o f - - dollars in instalments, to become due on the first day ofjanuary
and july, in each year: and I further agree, that in case I shall be at any time, one year
in arrears of payment on this agreement, the congregation or their standing committee may declare this lease void, and may lease this pew to any other person." On one
o f these contracts, the clerk of session wrote in 1828 the words "went off without giving notice or paying pew ren t"!
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the use of the poor white members of the church; the other half was
assigned to the students of the college (for one dollar a year per seat)
and "strangers ." Those who were declared "poor members" by thesession were permitted "to worship statedly in the free pews" and were
entitled "to the charitable donations of the deacons or session from
the church fund."

-

Prominen t Columbia ns were members of First Presbyteri an
Church. Colonel Thomas Taylor and his sons Thomas and John were
identified with the church from its beginning . Thomas Taylor, Jr. ,
died in 1825-"cu t down, suddenly, in the midst of his days." The
Reverend Robert Means gave the funeral d iscourse at First
Presbyteri an Church. It was not a eulogy but an exposition of Psalm
102:24-27 on death as "the Almighty' s minister." Mr. Means reminded
the grieving congregat ion that fo r the Christian, death is not "the
extinction of our hopes and the terminatio n of our joys" but their
intensifica tion and elevation. He said that Thomas Taylor's sudden
death is a message to all the living: "... Even now, a voice seems to
issue from the tomb, d eclaring that not the firmness of manhood in
its prime; n o t the greatest earthly prosperity; not the affection of a
parent, exclaimin g in agony, 'would to God I had died for thee, my
son'; not the love, and esteem, and prayers of numerous friends,
could avert the inevitable hour, or save him who was destined to an
early grave." The preacher pressed home his message: "Let me therefore most earnestly admonish and adjure you to prepare diligently to
meet your God .... The time, my friends, is short. God may quickly
call you to his judgment seat-and remembe r, that without holiness
no man shall behold His face in peace."''7
Thomas Taylor's brother John, a lawyer, served as the town's first
intendant and as a state representa tive and senator. H e was elected to
both houses of Congress and served as governor of South Carolina
from 1826 to 1828. He was an e lder of the church for little more than
a year before he died in 1832. The senior Taylor died on November
16, 1833, at the age of ninety. Howe comments , "To the last h e loved
that country for whose liberties he fought and his heart [sang] praises to redeemin g grace, when the 'daughters of music were brought
low' through increasing age. ""x Colonel Taylor had seen Columbia
grow from a wooded settlemen t on the banks of the Congaree to a
7
''

:.K

Means, Sennons, pp. 287, 291, 295, 296.
Howe, Prf'sbyteri.nu Chmdt in South Carolina 1:597.
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thriving town. More than anyone else, he had shaped and guided the
town during its formative years. His twelve children and their descendants would play an important role in the history of Columbia and
Richland County. He lived to see First Presbyterian Church grow from
a hope and a dream to an influential congregation with its own building on a prominent street corner of the state capital.
Chancellor Henry William DeSaussure, grandson of a Swiss Huguenot who settled at Port Royal in approximately 1730, was one of the
founders of South Carolina College. As a youth of seventeen, he had
volunteered in the Revolutionary War and was captured by the British
during the siege of Charleston. He served as head of the United
States Mint during George Washington's administration. Brilliant
and highly respected, Chancellor DeSaussure was one of the leading
attorneys of the state. Colonel Abram Blanding and his wife, Mary
Caroline DeSaussure Blanding, appear on the earliest existing membership rolls of the church (1820) . Blanding, a native of Massachusetts, came to South Carolina at the encouragement of his Brown
College classmate David R. Williams, afterwards governor of South
Carolina. One of Blanding's teachers at Brown was Jonathan Maxcy,
the first president of South Carolina College. Blanding was the first
principal of the male academy which opened in Columbia in 1798.
He then became a prominent lawyer in Camden and Columbia and
served in numerous public offices. He planted the trees along Walnut
Street, later renamed Blanding Street in his honor. He was important
in the development of public works projects, including the construction of the town's water system, which was one of the nation's most
advanced. Colonel Blanding's brother-in-law, William F. DeSaussure,
also a member of First Presbyterian, was his partner in a law firm practicing in the districts of Lexington, Richland, and Fairfield.
Robert Mills and his wife, Eliza Barnwell Smith Mills, joined First
Presbyterian Church in October 1821. He became an elder in 1824.
Mills, America's first native-born and native-trained architect, was
born in Charleston and studied and worked in Washington before
returning to South Carolina in 1820 to become state architect and
engineer. 59 During his years in Columbia, Mills planned a system of
canals for the state and designed the first building of the State
~" After ten years in South Carolina, Mills returned to Washington when Andrew
J ackson appointed him government architect and engineer. John Morrill Bryan states
that "the work of Robert Mills was a formative influence upon the cultural milieu of
the early republic. As a student and friend of Jefferson, as the first federal architect,
as the designer of prominent structures from New Orleans to Newburyport,
Massachusetts, as an engineer, and as a visionary South Carolinian, he played an

I
I

II
I

SPIRITUAL AND SECULAR CONCERNS

29

Hospital, the library at South Carolina College, and a number of
homes, including one on Blanding Street for Ainsley Hall, a wealthy
Englishma n who was also a me mber of First Presbyterian Church.
H all died before he could move into the house, which boasted the
first gas lights in the city. The house was finished by Hall's widow,
Sarah Goodwin H all. 60
Gilbert Tennent Snowden, Jr. , joined the church when he arrive d
in Columbia in 1821. The son of a Presbyteri an minister, Snowden
quickly establishe d himself as a merchant in Columbia and a faithfu l
member of the church. Davis Ewart was one of the pioneers in
American railroad constructi on-helpi ng to build the line between
Charlesto n and Augusta, which in 1828 was the first steam railway in
operation in the United States.
- ·~

From its early d ays, First Presbyteri an Church accepted black m embers but attempted to screen them carefully. 1; 1 The session, in July
1820, decide d that every Negro applying for membersh ip who h ad
not been a member of another church "be under probation for three
months; and that such p erson b e prepound ed to the congregation at
large, in order tha t any d efects in the character or deportme nt may
be known to the Session. "62 Jack, who is described as "a servant of the
college," waited over a year while the session tried to determine his
"moral character and deportme nt"-finally deciding to "postpone
the admittanc e of this applicant for the present. " Other "servants,"
however, were admitted to membersh ip after an examinati on of th eir
important role in establishing the character of o ur surroundings." See J ohn Morrill
Bryan , Robert Mills, Architect, 1781-1855, p. 5. Among his notable achievement s were
designs for South Carolina College, governmen t buildings in the nation's capital, the
Washington monuments in Baltimore and Washington, and churches including the
Monumenta l Church in Richmond, the Sansom Street Church in Philadelphia, the
First Baptist Church in Baltimo re, the Circular Church in Charleston, and the First
Presbyterian Church of Augusta, Georgia.
611
Hall was considered for the office of elder at the church but never elected. H is
reputation was dam aged wh en his wife, Sarah , discovered a letter indicating that he
was romantically involved with someone else. To Sarah 's dismay, her husband not only
admitted the relationship but defended the "other" woman. Sarah's stepfather discmu·aged a divorce because such a step would stain the fa mily name. Before the issue
could be settled, Hall died in 1823 at the age of fo rty.
11
; As was true ever ywhere, the number of black Presbyterian s in Colum
bia fell far
short of black membership in Me thodist and Baptist churches. From 1843 to 1855, the
only time that session records note race in the membership lists, there were never
more than thirty-four black members. During this same period, Washington Street
Methodist Church had almost twice as many black me mbers as whi te. A significant
black Presbyteri an community slowly developed, however, in Colu mbia and e lsewh ere.
r.2 McMaster, History, pp. 13, 14.

30

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

"religious walk and conversation." Those who transferred from other
churches were often accepted immediately. Most of the blacks who
joined the church were slaves, but there were some "free persons of
color." Black members participated fully in all aspects of the church's
worship, including communion, and were held to the same high standards of Christian conduct as whites.

I
j

The session met regularly-usually in the home of one of the
elders, occasionally in the Lecture Room of the church, or (after June
1832) at the new Presbyterian seminary. The minutes contain many
accounts of the session's careful concern for the spiritual life of its
people. The elders attempted to demonstrate understanding and
compassion while maintaining their commitment to Presbyterian
doctrine and polity. On May 30, 1828, two elders were appointed "to
visit such members of the Church as are known to absent themselves
from sealing ordinances."
First Presbyterian Church recognized its responsibility to those
close at hand and also to the greater church- the Presbyterian
Church in the United States and the worldwide fellowship of
Christians. Collections were taken for "relief of distress " among members of the church and community and for synodical missions. In
1820 the church sent two communion collections to the theological
seminary at Princeton. Monthly concerts for prayer were held, at
which collections were taken for foreign missions. On March 25,
1834, the secretary of the General Assembly's board of missions met
with the session and presented a plan of organizing the churches and
presbyteries as auxiliaries to the board. His presentation "met with
the entire approbation of the members."
From its beginning, the Presbytedan church was a significant part
of the new state capital. First Presbyterian Church and Columbia grew
up together. The town's central location on a navigable river, its
importance as the state's seat of government, and its promising college resulted in rapid growth in population and influence. In 1820
South Carolina was the leading cotton-producing state. in the nation,
and much of this business passed through Columbia. By 1826, the
Columbia Canal-designed to enable boats to pass the rocky rapids
on the Broad River-was opened, and soon boats were transporting
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cotton and other goods to Charleston. Each year more than 30,000
bales, weighing 330 pounds each, were bought in the Cottontown
area of North Main Street. Joined by stagecoach lines to Camden,
Charleston, Greenville, and Augusta, the city welcomed many visitors.
With speeches and festivities, Columbia entertained the Marquis
de Lafayette in 1825. George Washington had found, on his visit in
1791, "an uncleared wood with very few houses in it." But in 1825
Lafayette saw some five hundred houses-"ma ny of them handsome"- scattered throughout the city. Times were good, the price of
cotton was high, and the future looked bright indeed. Columbians
were proud of their city. By 1829 a new two-lane covered wooden
bridge, resting on fourteen solid granite piers, connected the banks
of the Congaree River. The Columbia Telescope reported:
Columbia can now boast of three of the finest bridges in the
United States. You can .. . take your carriage and drive a circle around Columbia, cross three beautiful rivers, the
Broad, the Saluda, and the Congaree, and clash into town
on the same side you set out from, and in so doing, have
some of the handsomest views which the middle country of
the South presents anywhere-p erhaps we might say the
handsomest.
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SOU THE RN ZIO N
The Presbyte rian s of South Carolina and Georgia h ad contributed generous ly to the support of the General Assembly's semin ary at Princeto n. But the geograp hical distance of Princeto n and the
growing desire to have a seminary for the "Southe rn church" led to
th e founding , in 1828, of th e Theolog ical Seminar y of the Synod of
South Carolina and Georgia in Lexingto n, Georgia. Dr. T h omas
Gouldin g, pastor of the Lexingto n Presbyte rian Church, was ch osen
by th e Syn od of South Carolina and Georgia as its first professo r of
theologi cal instruction. Thom as Gouldin g was born in Liberty
County, Georgia, on March 14, 1786, and grew up in th e commun ity
around Midway Church -the remarka ble settleme nt with roots in
South Carolina and Puritan New England . Althoug h officially a Congregatio nal church , Midway sen t scores of its son s into the
Presbyte rian ministry as preach ers, missiona ries, and professo rs.
Goulding, consider ing law as a career, pursued his studies in private.
But h e decided for the ministry, was licensed by the Presbyte ry of
Harmon y in 1813, and was ordained in 1816. He liked to say of himself that he was "the first native of Georgia that became a Presbyte rian
minister sin ce the foundati on of the world! "63
61
: George Howe notes that Goulding's claim could apply
only to the Presbyterian
Church in the United States since Isaac Grier, also a native of Georgia, was ordained in
the Associate Refor med Presbyterian Church in 1804, twelve years before Go ulding's
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During 1829, Dr. Goulding taught the first class of five students in
his Lexington home.64 A "thorough Calvinist of the Genevan school,"
Goulding often told his students, "Let every sermon preached contain so much of the plan of salvation that should a heathen come in
who never heard the gospel before, and who should depart never to
hear it again, he should learn enough to know what h e must do to be
saved. "65 Synod considered various locations for the new school,
including Athens, Georgia, and Pendleton and Winnsboro, South
Carolina, but decided on Columbia. Early in 1830 Goulding and his
students moved to the capital city. Classes were held on Marion Street
in the former manse of the Presbyterian church, but soon Abram
Blanding and o ther supporters provided a permanent location, purchasing Ainsley Hall's home from Hall's widow, Sarah Goodwin
Hall. 66 The house designed by Robert Mills and several small buildings comprised the little campus. OnJanuary 25, 1831, the seminary
opened in its new location. The six students lived in the upper story
and basement of the central building; the first floor was used for the
lecture rooms and chapel. Later the small building-originally the
stables and carriage house-on the east side of the campus became
the chapel. One who worshiped there wrote:
We were comforted by remembering that our Saviour was
said to have been born in a stable and cradled in a manger;
and so sweet have been our seasons of religious instruction
and enjoyment in that place often since, that we have forgotten that it ever was a stable at all . We have "looked,"
sometimes, almost like John in Patmos, "and behold a door
opened" unto us also "in heaven. "67
George Howe came to Columbia in 1830 to teach Greek and
Hebrew, and the next year he was elected professor of biblical literature . Howe, a native of Massachusetts, studied for the ministry at
Andover Seminary. He graduated in 1825 and taught at Dartmouth
College before coming to Columbia. When he declined a call in 1836
from the new Union Theological Seminary in New York, Dr. Howe
explained his decision to stay in the South. "When I accepted the proordination. George Howe, "History of Columbia Theological Seminary," in Memorial
Volume of the Semi-Centennial of the 'Theological Seminmy at Columbict, South Carolina.

(Columbia: The Presbyterian Publishing House, 1884), pp. 132, 133.
64
Thomas Goulding was awarded the doctor of divinity degree by the University of
North Carolina in 1829.
65
Semi-Centennial of the Theological Seminary, p. 186.
Gil Blanding gave $8,000 of the $14,000 required for the property.
67
Semi-Centennial of the Theological Seminm)', p. 146.
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fessorship which I h old," h e wrote, "it was with the hope that I might
b e the mean s of building up the wastes, and extending the borders of
our Southern Zion. " He hoped that by remain ing at the comparatively small Southern school, h e and his colleagues could "transmit to
the men of the nex t generation an institution which will bless them
and the world. "68 At Columbia Seminary, Dr. Howe so skillfully taught
the Bible in Hebrew and Greek that, according to a later writer,
"sound methods of H e brew and Greek exegesis were disseminated by
him throughout our Southern country.""9
In 1833 the Reverend Aaron W. Leland was chosen for the chair of
Christian theology, and Dr. Goulding moved to ecclesiastical history
and polity. 70 Aaron Leland, like George Howe from Massachuset ts,
graduated from Williams College in 1808 and moved to Mount
Pleasant, near Charleston, South Carolina, whe re he taught school.
H e was licensed an d ordained as a n evangelist by H armony
Presbytery in 1812. Called to First Presbyterian Church-als o known
as the Scotch Church or Sco ts Kirk-in Charleston in 1813, h e later
served as pastor of the Presbyterian church on J ames Island. In 1815,
at the age of twenty-eight, he was granted the degree of doctor of
divinity by South Carolina College. In 1833 h e came to Columbia
Seminary to teach theology. That same year two pews at First
Presbyterian Church were set aside for the use of the students of the
seminary.
Mter John Rennie resigned as pastor of First Presbyterian Church
in July 1831, over the controversy between the session and congregation concerning his call, the church was supplied for the next year
and a half by seminary professors Dr. Goulding and Dr. Howe.
While the church struggled to preserve its unity and call a pastor,
the state was experien cing politically explosive times. Sou th Carolina
h ad com e out of the War of 1812 a patriotic and n ationalistic state;
but it turne d toward an aggressive sectionalism in the face of
Northern abolitionism and federal tariffs that penalized the agricultural South. In 1832 the nullifiers won con trol of the state government. They organized a convention that met in Columbia in
November, p assed an ordinance nullifying "certain acts of the
Street, Southern Presbyt.erians, pp. 39, 40.
John Miller Wells, Southern Presbytericm Worthies (Richmond: Presbyte rian
Commi ttee of Publication, 1936), p. 258.
711
In 1834 Goulding returned to the pastorate in Columbus, Georgia. He died o n
June 21, 1848, "with his harness on ," which had been his often-repeated wish.
r.H
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Congress of the United States" (the tariff acts.of 1828 and 1832), and
talked of secession. But the state was not of one mind. A Union party
opposed to secession held a convention on September 10, 1832-at
First Presbyterian Church! Mter President Andrew Jackson's threats
to invade South Carolina, a compromise of sorts was achieved and the
federal tariff was dropped. But hostile feelings and mutual suspicions
remained. From the 1830s until the·War Between the States-a time
called by David Duncan Wallace "the bitter generation"-South
Carolina would be obsessed with debate on nullification, slavery, and
secession. 71
As most of the world rejected slavery, the South moved to protect
its "peculiar institution." Statesmen such as John C. Calhoun denounced the squalor, insensitivity, and spiritual bankruptcy of industrial civilization. Until about 1830 there was considerable openness in
the South on the issue of slavery and strong interest in eventually ending it. However, the bitter attacks of the abolitionists, Northern politics, and two slave rebellions created a defensiveness in the South that
refused to listen to criticism and advice from even its truest friends.
James Henley Thornwell argued that since the Bible and the Bible
alone is the only rule of faith and practice in the Presbyterian church,
and since the Bible nowhere condemns slavery as sinful, the church
cannot do so. "When the Scriptures are silent, she must be silent too,"
he insisted. 72 Thornwell saw slavery as p art of the curse sin had introduced into the world-like poverty, sickness, disease, and death. It
was not "absolutely a good" but it was, under the gospel, turned into
the means of "an effective, spiritual discipline. "73 The South Carolinian defended slavery as "domestic and patriarchal" and opposed
the reopening of the slave trade. He continually criticized the mistreatment of slaves and demanded the legal sanction of slave marriages, repeal of the laws against slave literacy, and effective measures
to punish cruel masters. Furthermore, Thornwell strongly held to the
unity of the races and repudiated the idea that the curse on Ham in
Genesis was fulfilled by the infliction of slavery on the Africans. He
recognized in black people "the same humanity in which we glory as

See David Duncan Wallace, South Camlina: A Shm·t History, 1520-1948 (Columbia:
University of South Carolina Press, 1961), pp. 396-408.
72
Southern Presbyterian Review (January 1852): 61. The Old School Presbyterian
Church agreed with this position, stating in 1845 that slaveholding was not forbidden
in Scripture and th at the church had "no authority to legislate on the subject." Street,
Souther-n Presbyterians, p. 52.
73
Southern Presbyterian Review (January 1852): 63.
71
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the image of God" and was not ashamed to call them "brother [s]."7'1
Thornwell and Souther n Presbyte rians (like most other America ns),
however, did not view the blacks as equals and, despite their sympathy and concern for them, had n o real program to bring them to
equality or freedom . Their reading of Scriptur e was "hamper ed and
twisted by the degree of fallennes s which remaine d in their culture
(as in every other culture). " 75
For a few months during 1832, the Reveren d Daniel Baker, wellknown and respecte d Presbyte rian preacher , supplied the pulpit.
Baker was born on August 17, 1791, in Midway, Liberty County,
Georgia, and was educated at Hampde n-Sydne y and Princeto n colleges. At Princeto n he organize d the few Christian students to pray
"for a revival of religion in college." Revival came, with numerou s
conversi ons, and about twenty or thirty of the young men went on to
become minister s of the gospel. Baker did his theologi cal studies with
the pastor of the Presbyte rian church in Winches ter, Virginia. Mter a
period of itinerant preachin g in Virginia and Georgia, Baker held
pastorate s in Harrison burg, Virginia; at Second Presbyte rian Church
in Washing ton, D. C. (where Presiden t John Quincy Adams and General Andrew Jackson were among his parishio ners); and at the large
and importa nt Indepen dent Presbyte rian Church in Savanna h,
Georgia. Revival came to the Savanna h church in 1830 and 1831 and
led Daniel Baker to return once more to his first love-iti nerant
preachin g. Constrai ned by the great needs he saw everywh ere, he surrendered the prestige and salary of his promine nt pastorat e for a
moderat e income, barely sufficien t for the support of his family. His
real compens ation was the joy of winning souls for the Savior. He
preache d widely through the South, often holding brief pastorate s
until a church was built up and then moving on; thousand s of people
were converte d through his ministry. "If my preachin g was crowned
with a remarka ble blessing, " Baker once explaine d, "I believe one reason was this: bearing in mind that the word of God, and not the word
of man, is quick and powerfu l, I was a man of one book, and that
book the Bible; and taking the hint from an inspired Apostle, I made
Jesus Christ and him crucified my constant theme."76
During Daniel Baker's short stay in Columb ia, the city was
74

Southern Presbyterian Review Uanuary 1852): 61.
Kelly, Preachers with Powm; xxiv.
7
r. Ernest Trice Thompson , Presbyterians in the South 1:429.
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refreshed by a "gracious outpouring of God's Spirit; and a large addition was made to the communion of the church. "77 During May 1832,
Methodists and Baptists joined with Presbyterians in a series of meetings. John Leighton Wilson, a student at Columbia Seminary, wrote
to his sister in Sumter, on May 26, 1832:
We have an interesting season in Columbia. Mr. Baker has
been here nearly three weeks and has preached almost
every night during the time .... Deep feelings have attended Mr. Baker's preaching from the outset-upwards of twenty persons have been converted and [are] now rejoicing in
Christ. About fifty are enquiring. "What shall we do?" Mr.
Baker has been indefatigible in his labours and I have seldom heard any minister preach the gospel in so much simplicity and power. His whole soul seems to be entirely
absorbed in the work of his master. . .. 0 how exceedingly
desirable is it that we shall have 'a glorious revival of religion
in this town. It is the central town of the state-the centre of
political influence-a wealthy community-the college
here-the seminary here. 0 pray earnestly for this community!

I
I

The session of First Presbyterian Church met on July 31, 1832, at
"the lodgings of Rev. Mr. Baker" and approved the visitation of every
family by Baker and one of the elders. During his ministry in
Columbia, Baker traveled to Nazareth Church in Spartanburg District
and to Winnsboro for preaching missions. Many others were urging
him to help them-including the churches at Pendleton, Newberry,
and Walterboro. On September 7, Mr. Baker requested release from
his engagement as supply at First Presbyterian in order to attend "various protracted meetings. "78
During 1833, Dr. Samuel C. Jackson and the Reverend John
Fleetwood Lanneau supplied the pulpit at First Church. In
September, Jackson-a New England minister who had come to
Palmer, "Manuscript History." Session minutes of June 30, 1832, indicate that
forty-eight people had joined the church during this time.
78
In 1838 Baker was challenged by the words of a friend, "Brother Baker, you are
the man for Texas." The rest of his life was spent in three long missionary tours of
Texas, interspersed with brief pastorates and preaching missions back in the states east
of the Mississippi River. On December 10, 1857, during the last hours of his life, Baker
said to his son, "William, my son, if I should die, I want this epitaph carved on my
tomb: 'Here lies Daniel Baker, Preacher of the Gospel. A sinner saved by grace."'
"Remember," he added, "a sinner saved by grace." It is said that in his early Christian
life, Dwight L. Moody literally memorized many of the sermons of Daniel Baker.
77
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Columbia for his h ealth-was elected pastor despite a strong protest
that he was a Congregatio nalist. When the minority deemed his election "inexpedien t in the present excited state of the church," Dr.
Jackson declined the call.79 A number of other ministers also declined
calls-includ ing Horace Pratt (who h ad served for almost ten years as
pastor of the Presbyterian church in St. Mary's, Georgia) and Thomas
Smyth (a native of Belfast, Ireland, who became pastor at Second
Presbyterian Church in Charleston in 1834). Dr. Goulding again
preached at First Presbyterian . In December 1833, Mr. James
Merrick-de scribed in the session's minutes as a "graduate of our
Theological Seminary"-p reached for three Sundays. 80 Dr. Lelanda man "of commanding presence, handsome features and courtly
1nanners"-s erved as stated supply beginning January 1834 and was
elected pastor a year later. "A prince among preachers," with "a voice
of matchless compass and sweetness," Leland combined his professorship and his pastoral work until the end of 1836, when he resigned
from the church. 81
During the early nineteenth century, a large number of Northern
Presbyterian s were influenced by the views of some New England
Congregatio nalists on doctrine, church polity, and slaver y. Many
Presbyterian s, however, reacted strongly to the so-called "improvements" of Calvinism touted by the New England theology, favored
Presbyterian agencies for missions and church planting instead of
"independen t" boards and societies, and rejected the innovative
revival techniques beloved by Charles Finney and his followers. Many
Northern Presbyterian s were moderate on the slavery issue, but some
openly sympathized with the abolitionists. These issu es led to an
intense struggle in the courts of the Presbyterian church, which finally resulted in a division into separate O ld School and New School
denominatio ns in 1837. First Presbyterian Church of Columbia-by
tradition, conviction, and geography firmly Old School- felt the
effects of this struggle. The presence at Columbia Seminary of two
professors originally from New England-Ge orge Howe and Aaron
The allusion to "the present excited state of the church" is explained in the following paragraph.
Hu James L. Merrick served as a missionary in Persia for ten years, then as a pastor
in his native Massachusetts until his death in 1866.
HI Centennial Sermon of William E. Boggs. Leland served as professor of theology
at Columbia Seminary until 1856, when he became professor of sacred rhetoric and
pastoral theology until his death in 1863.
79
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Leland-caused some doubt in the South and in the church that the
seminary was wholeheartedly committed to the Old School position.
Howe and Leland defended their Old . School "orthodoxy" but
refused to champion a partisan line. "Some will not be satisfied until
we enter deeply into the agitating questions of party," they wrote in
1836, "until we cause the discordant notes of theological warfare to
issue from these walls where that quiet should reign in which alone
the studies of the institution can be successfully pursued. We have
thus far felt that we have something more important to do. "82 When
the division came in 1837, more than three fourths of the Southern
churches adhered to the Old School Assembly; most of the churches
that joined the New School did so out of displeasure with Old School
tactics, not rejection of its theology.
A year after the division, the Synod of South Carolina an d Georgia,
meeting in Columbia, adopted a "Testimony" setting forth its Old
School position and pledging that "no contrary doctrines shall be
taught in [Columbia] Seminary or in our pulpits." Professors Howe
and Leland were both examined. as to their teaching and, although
explaining their tenden cy in earlier days to lean toward some New
School views, strongly affirmed their present allegiance to the synod's
"Testimony." Synod then asked J ames Henley Thornwell and two
other ministers to draft a letter to the churches explaining the professors' tr ue views and reporting the synod's unanimous resolution
expressing "unabated confidence in, and affection for, _these men of
God, who are sedulously engaged in training up our pious young men
for the office of the sacred Ministry in our Southern Church, and the
world at large. "83
Early in 1837, First Presbyterian Church was able finally to call a
full-time pastor: John Witherspoon, minister at the Bethesda
Presbyterian Church in Camden. The Camden church urged him to
decline and protested the call at presbytery, but Witherspoon accepted it. He and his wife, Susan Kollock of Elizabeth, New J ersey, came
to Columbia inJuly. John Witherspoon was born at Pembroke, North
Carolina, in 1789. He was the grandson of the famous John
Witherspoon of Princeton College-signer of the Declaration of
Independence and lead er in the formation of the American
Thompson, Presbyterians in the South 1:503.
Morton H. Smith, Studies in Southern Presbyterian Theology (Jackson, Mississippi:
Presbyterian Reformation Society, 1962), p. 336.
82
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Presbyte rian General Assembly. Mr. Withersp oon remaine d at First
Presbyte rian only two years, resignin g in May 1839 because of poor
health.8 ''
That same month, twenty-eight-year- old James H enley Thornwe ll
was invite d to serve as supply; five m onths later h e was called to be the
church 's pastor. Thornwe ll, professo r of logic and belles lettres at
South Carolina College, had frequent ly preache d at First Presbyterian Church and was well known to the congreg ation. Born in the
Marlbor ough District of South Carolina in 1812, James graduate d
from South Carolina College in 1831 and taught sch ool in Sumter for
two years. There h e m ade a public professio n of his faith in Christ
and decided to prep are for the ministry. During the summer and fall
of 1834 h e studied in the North-a t Andover Seminar y and H arvard
College- but disappoi ntment in his classes and the p rospect of severe
winter weather drove him back to South Carolina . In Novemb er of
1834 he was licensed to preach by H armony Presbyte ry- at Tolerant
Churchl 85 During Thornwe ll's examina tion, Dr. Gouldin g is reported
to have said, "Brethre n , I feel like sitting at this young man's feet as a
learner. "86 In 1835 Thornwe ll was ordained by Be thel Presbyte ry and
installe d as pastor of the newly organize d Lancaste r church. Soon the
old mother church of Waxhaw and the church of Six-Mile Creek were
added to his charge.87 Thornwe ll gained the reputati on of "bein g a little fast" as h e covered his circuit on his fleet horse, "Red Rover."
On Decemb er 3, 1835, the young pastor married Nancy White
Withersp oon, daughte r of Lieutena nt Governo r J ames H. Witherspoon of South Carolina . She was the grand-ni ece of Dr. John
Withersp oon of Princeto n. Nancy was twenty-se ven at the time of her
marriage to J ames, who was then twenty-th ree. She was d escribed as
"tall, and of a large frame, with unusual force of ch aracter .. . firm as
a rock and yet kind and loving ."88 A later acquaint ance found her

J ohn Witherspo on later preached at Hillsborou gh, North Carolina, where he
died in 1853. Isabel Witherspo on (Mrs. Charles Can tzon) Foster, long-time mem ber of
First Presbyteria n Church, is a descendan t of john With erspoon .
85
Tolerant Presbyteria n Church was located in the bounds of the Beaver Creek congregation in the upper part of the Kershaw District.
HG Wells, Southern Presbyterian Worthies, p. 19.
R? The T horn wells owned a home place near the intersectio
n of H ighway 9 and the
Riverside Road, where a sign mar ks the way to the O ld Waxhaw Church.
88
Kelly, Preachers with Powe1; p . 65.
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"simple, ldnd, and yet highly refined in her manner."89
South Carolina College noted Thornwell's promise as a teacher
and he j oined its faculty in November 1837. The nullification agitation and the "free thinking" of the college's second president, Dr.
Thomas Cooper, h ad brought the school to a low ebb. People
throughout th e state demanded that something be done. In 1835
Robert W. Barnwell was elected president. Stephen Elliott became
professor of the evidences of Christianity and sacred literature, and
James H enley Thornwell was given responsibility for logic and belles
lettres. Barnwell, Elliott, and Thornwell worked unitedly in th eir
commitment to evangelical Christianity. 90 The college began to regain
the favor it h ad enj oyed earlier. Soon new buildings went up: two dormitories called Elliott and Pinckney, a double faculty residence, and
an impressive library- the first separate librar y building on an
American campus. 91
James H enley Thornwell greatly enjoyed teaching at the college,
but "his ordination vow" troubled him. He h ad "covenanted to make
the proclamation of God's grace to sinners the business of his life."
He resigned in 1839 to accept the pastorate of First Presbyterian
Church, stating that he believed that "the pastoral office is the most
important of all other offices" and h e could no longer occupy a position in which h e was n ot "permitted to discharge the duties of a pastor."92
On J anuary 1, 1840, Thornwell was installed by the Presbytery of
Charleston as pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Columbia.
Seminary student Benjamin Morgan Palmer described the new pastor: His was "a thin, spare form, with a slight stoop in the shoulders
.. . with soft black hair falling obliquely over the foreh ead, and a small
eye, with a wonderful gleam when it was lighted by the inspiration of
his theme .... From the opening of the discourse, there was a strange
fascination, such as had never been exercised by any other speaker."
Palmer asked a n eighbor, during one of the speaker's pauses, "Who is
The quotation is from Alexander T. McGill, a Northern professor who taught at
Columbia Seminary during the winter of 1852-1853, during which time he met Mrs.
Thornwell. See Margaret DesChamps Moore, "A Northern Professor Winters in
Columbia, 1852-1853," South Carolina Histmical Magazine (October 1959): 191. It was
said that Nancy Witherspoon Thornwell was "noted for her common sense" as "her
great husband, j ames Henley Thornwell, [was] noted for his uncommon sense." Gist,
Presbyte1ian Women, p. 305.
90
Both Robert Barnwell and Stephen Elliott were converted through the preaching
of Daniel Baker in Beaufort, South Carolina, in 1831.
91
T he style of the building bears some evidence of the hand of Robert Mills.
92
B. M. Palmer, The Life and Letters ofj ames H enley Thomwell (Richmond: Whittet &
Shepperson, 1975), pp. 127, 153.
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this preach er?" "That is Mr. Thorn well," came the impati ent answer,
"don' t you know him?"93 He would soon becom e one of the most powerful influen ces in the young semina rian's life.
The electio n, late in 1840, of Stephe n Elliott as bishop of the
Episco pal Dioces e of Georg ia left the college pulpit vacant . All eyes of
the board were turned immed iately to Thorn well, and h e was elected
chapla in and profes sor of sacred literat ure and the eviden ces of
Christi anity. There was statew ide pressu re for him to accept the position in which he would influen ce South Caroli na's future leader s by
his defens e of orthod ox Christi anity at the college . Thorn well struggled with his decisio n and finally told the church :
The genera l princip le upon which I acted -and I think that
the princip le will comm end itself to your judgm ent-w as
this: that the dispen sations of Provid ence are intend ed for
our guidan ce and directi on, whene ver they do not come
into collisio n with the expres s and implie d precep ts of the
Word of God. In all other cases they are design ed to try us,
but in these to lead us, being unamb iguous intima tions of
the Divine will. In the presen t instan ce you are familia r with
the facts, and can apply the princip le .... Guide d by this
princip le, and from a spirit, as I trust, of obedie nce to God,
I consen ted, after a long and painfu l strugg le, and after
much earnes t prayer, to accept the appoin tment which was
unanim ously tender ed to me. I can truly say, with Paul, that
"I go bound in the Spirit. "9'1
In spite of his clear logic, the people of the church were stunne d
and sadden ed. Dr. Thorn well had been their p astor for only a year,
but he h ad impres sed them as h ad no one else. "Never b efore or since
was the gospel preach ed to them with the e loque n ce and power with
which it fell from his lips; and in the agony of their great loss,
the questi on was upon every tongue , 'What shall the man do that
come th after the king?'" Be~amin Palme r later wrote. 9'' Anoth er of
Thorn well's succes sors in the pulpit of First Presby terian Churc h,
William E. Boggs, report ed that the disapp ointme nt of some was so
great when Thorn well resign ed that they "felt they could not listen to
anothe r minist er. " n&
Palmer, Thomwell, p. 154.
Palmer, Tlwr-nwell, p. 218.
!1:• Palmer, Tlwrnwell, p. 155.
!IIi Centen nial Sermon of William E. Boggs.
9

~

91
-

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

44

Once more, controversy disturbed the unity of the church. 97 In
January 1841 Dr. Leland and Dr. Howe were again asked to supply the
pulpit. Dr. Howe was acceptable to the people; but Elder J ames
Martin and seventeen male members of the church (still unsure of
Leland's Old School orthodoxy) objected to the preaching of Dr.
Leland. Both Leland and Howe declined to preach, "in consequence
of existing circumstances." Many in the church wanted the two professors to fill the pulpit, but another invitation to them was turned
down. Finally they did agree to preach, but the controversy over
Leland continued. Presbytery's refusal to act in the situation
undoubtedly indicated its opinion that the orthodoxy of the two men
had already been established by the synod in 1838 and that the problem now was due largely to personal issues that the church members
would have to resolve among themselves. Drs. Howe and Leland
preached from January 1841 to July 1842, but the conflict plagued
the church. Presbytery finally recommended that the church not use
local ministers to occupy the pulpit and that it immediately obtain a
stated supply or pastor. In July 1842 the church invited Benjamin
Gildersleeve to serve as regular supply until a pastor could be called.
Since 1826 the Princeton Seminary-trained Gildersleeve had edited
the influential Christian Observer of Charleston, South Carolina.
The Sunday school building on Sumter Street h ad a basement
room specifically designated for classes for black people, but not
much progress was made until Charles Colcock Jones-of Liberty
County, Georgia-came to the seminary as professor of church history and polity. Jones had studied at Princeton Seminary, where he
responded to Professor Archibald Alexander's advice to return to
Georgia and begin a ministry to the slaves. In 1832,Jones organized
the "Liberty County (Georgia) Association for the Religious Inst:ruction of the Negroes" and became one of the leading missionaries to
the slaves in the antebellum South. 98

Palmer states that "the removal of Mr. Thornwell subjected the church once more
to all the evils of a shifting bishopric." Palmer, "Manuscript History."
98
For the life of C. C. J ones, see the remarkable family correspondence edited by
Robert M. Myers, The Chiul1·en of Pride: A True Stmy of Georgia and the Civil War (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1972) and A Georgian at Princeton (New York: Harcourt
BraceJovanovich, 1976). See also Eduard N. Loring, "Charles C. jones: Missionary to
Plantation Slaves, 1831-1847," Ph.D. diss., Vanderbilt University, 1976; and Erskine
Clarke, Wrestlin']acob: A Pm·tmit of Religion in the Old South (Atlanta: John Knox Press,
1979).
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C. C. Jones came to Colum bia in 1836. Anothe r great advocat e of
mission s to th e slaves, William Capers, had just comple ted his second
appoin tment as pastor of Washin gton Street Method ist Church .
Capers, the son of a wealthy planter family from the George town
District , had been approa ched in 1829 by Santee planter Charles
Cotesw orth Pinckney, who request ed ministe rs for th e slaves in his
area. Capers respon ded and led in the establis hment of Me thodist
mission s to the slaves of low-cou ntry South Carolin a and neighb oring
states.99 Capers' time in Columb ia heighte n ed th e awaren ess of many
in the city to the spiritual needs of the Southe rn blacks.
J ones present ed the challen ge ofmissionaryw ork among the slaves
to his semina ry student s and urged the session of First Presbyt erian
Church to give greater attentio n to this urgent ministry. Under the
su pervisio n of Elder J ames Martin, J ones preach ed to the blacks of
the First Presbyt erian congre gation on Friday nights and taught a
Sunday afterno on class of over two hundre d-lead ing the p eople
through the study of a catechi sm that h e had prepare d for th eir
instruct ion .100 Mter Dr. Jones left Columb ia in 1850, the ministr y to
the blacks of Columb ia was continu ed by student s at the semina ry,
on e of whom was Benjam in Morgan Palmer.

--

During the 1830s there were additio ns and improv ements to th e
church buildin g and ground s. In 1832 new steps of "solid lightwo od
timber" were built o n the front of the church. The next year a brick
wall was constru cted around the burial ground , at th e cost of$245 .08.
In the spring of 1836 the church acquire d a n ew roof, a new floor,
and a "screen on a door made for the front of the Churc h"-a great
relief from summe r heat and insects. Mindfu l of its obligati on to the
larger church , th e Presbyt erians of Columb ia were genero us in their
giving to o thers. In 1837 they sent a gift of $229 to h elp build the
Presbyt erian church in St. Charles , Missouri. I()'
Inside the simple frame church buildin g, the con gregation listened
to solid Calvinistic sermon s and worship ed God in tradi tio n al
By 1854 there were thirty-two missionar ies serving twenty-six mission stations.
Catechism for the Oral InstTUction of Colored Persons was widely used
among the slaves in Lhe South and was translated in to several foreign language s by missionaries.
WI In J anuary 1947 the Reve rend James R. Blackwoo
d was installed as minister of
the First Presbyterian Church of St. Charles. He was born in Columbia in 1918 when his
father, Andrew W. Blackwood, was pastor of First Presbyterian Church. When Andrew
Blackwo od preached his son's in stall ation sermon, the St. Ch arles session as ked
99

° C. C. J o nes's
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Presbyterian fashion. They sang psalms and hymns without instrumental accompaniment. Before hymn books were available, the minister or a precentor would "line out" the words and lead the singingusually using a pitch pipe to indicate the beginning notes. Church
records show that, in August 1829, Abram Blanding had been authorized to purchase a bass viol "imported for the church. "102 Evidently, it
never was used. In October 1836 the session received a letter from
several members concerning the use of instrumental music in "publie worship." The elders unanimously concluded that "it is inexpedient to permit the bass viol to be used in this church." The congregation also voted the same way and, according to Palmer, "the excitement subsided. "103
Membership slowly grew as First Presbyterian Church received
transferring members from other Presbyterian churches and other
denominations, added its baptized children to its rolls, and brought
in new believers. In January 1839 a couple whose membership was at
First Baptist Church desired to join First Presbyterian. Since the
Baptists at that time did not transfer members to other denominations, the couple were examined by the session. They still held their
earlier views of adult baptism-"though much weakened by their
attachment to the Presbyterian church and its doctrines and discipline"-but since they did not oppose infant baptism, they were
unanimously accepted.
The session, with Dr. Thornwell present, dealt with an unusual case
in its meeting on March 2, 1840. The committee appointed to call on
a member who was absent from communion reported that the man
did not believe that he was "a child of God." The minutes record the
elders' considered action:
It appearing to the satisfaction of session that this was not a
case of doubt or despondency, not a case of spiritual darkness or peculiar temptation, but that there was good ground
to think that Mr. Gladden had been deceived when he first
made a profession of religion, they felt it their duty to dis-

Professor Blackwood to express to the Columbia session the thanks of their congregation for the gift a hundred years earlier that had encouraged them to begin their
building. "The Presbyterian part of the community is still largely Southern in spirit
and outlook," Dr. Blackwood reported. First Presbyterian Church Bulletin for April 20,
1947.
102
The viola da gamba (Italian, "viola of the leg") is also called "bass viol" or "double bass."
103
Palmer, "Manuscript History."
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solve his connection with the church , which they believe
should be composed only of those who profess faith .
These Presbyterian s took seriously the need for a credible profession
of faith as a requirement for church membership .

-

First Presbyterian Church 's involvement in presbytery, synod, and
General Assembly grew substantially during the 1830s. In December
1839 the Richland District was added to the Presbytery of Charleston.
The first General Assembly delegate from the Columbia church was
Gilbert Snowden, who attended the 1836 meeting in Pittsburgh. He
returned to the General Assembly in 1843, meeting that year in
Philadelphia . From then on, the church was represented at almost
every General Assembly. In 1845 the Synod of South Carolina and
Georgia was divided. The Synod of South Carolina was organized at
Pendleton on the first Thursday of November 1845 and was made up
of Bethel, Harmony, Charleston, and South Carolina presbyteries.
Between June 1827 and January 1843, First Presbyterian Church
h ad ten different ministers, six of whom were stated supplies. During
these years, in the absence of pastoral continuity, th e church had
strong and respected leadership in its ruling elders-John Taylor,
J ames Ewart, G. T. Snowden, ]. M. Becket, Sidney Crane, Andrew
Crawford, and James Martin. The clerk of the session was Mr.
Snowden-w ho served twenty-two years, through 1853. The frequent
pastoral changes, as well as underlying controversy, howeve1~ took
their toll. The congregatio n requested that Thursday, February 10,
1842, be set apart as a day of humiliation, fasting, and prayer and that
public services be held in the church. Doctors Thornwell, Howe, and
Leland preached.
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First Presbyteri an Church recognize d th e "urgent necessity" of
h aving a full-time pastor. Dr. Thornwel l h ad resigned two years earlier; John Breckenri dge, C. C. J ones, and other prominen t
Presbyteri an ministers had declined calls from thy church. Benjamin
Gilderslee ve still served as stated supply. At the end of 1842 the session "cordially and unanimou sly" nominate d twen ty-five-year-old
Benjamin Morgan Palmer, and th e congregation elected him as th eir
pastor. Mr. Palmer, minister at the First Presbyteri an Church of
Savannah, accepted th e call an d moved to Columbia in January 1843.
Benjamin Morgan Palmer was born in 1818 in Charleston . His
father, Edward Palmer-a Congrega tional p astor who traced his
an cestry back to William Palmer of Plymouth Colony-s erved
churches in the low country of South Carolina. Benjamin' s mother,
Sarah, was the daughter of a Connectic ut sea captain who commanded the packet "Georgia," which sailed between Philadelph ia and
Charleston . Be njamin grew up as a loyal South Carolinian . Even late
in life-after nearly fifty years in New Orleans-h e would often say, "I
am a South Carolinian , you know," in order to explain some strongly
h eld opinion or distinctive course of action .
In his early teens, Benjamin was sent to Amherst College in
Massachusetts. H e received a good education there; but, becoming
unhappy with th e anti-South ern feelings at th e sch ool aroused by the
abolitionis t movemen t and the nullificatio n controvers y, he left th e
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college abruptly without seeking the advice of his parents. For a few
years he taught school in villages near Charleston. Despite his parents' faith, he was not a Christian until he was led to accept Christ
through the personal witness of a cousin, the Reverend I. S. K.
Axson} 04 "My cousin," Axson said to young Palmer one night, "you
are growing up fast to manhood; is it not a good time to give yourself
to the Savior, when you are soon to choose the course in life which
you shall pursue?" That very night, Benjamin "took the solemn
vow"- as he later put it-that he would make the salvation of his soul
"the supreme business" of his life. 105 He completed his studies at the
University of Georgia and, though at first inclined to study law, soon
became convinced that "the Great Head of the Church had called
him to be a preacher of the Gospel of the grace of God. "106
Benjamin Palmer entered Columbia Seminary in January 1839.
The greatest influen ce on the young seminarian was James Henley
Thornwell, who, soon after Benjamin came to Columbia, moved from
his post at South Carolina College to the pastorate of First Presbyterian Church. The next year Benjamin transferred his membership
from the Congregational church in Beaufort to First Presbyterian
Church in Columbia. Put to work immediately, he was given the task
of reopening "the colored Sunday School."
Benjamin began to spend time with Mary Augusta McConnell, the
stepdaughter of Dr. George Howe of the seminary-much to the dismay of the professor, who thought that "Miss Augusta" could do better than ·to marry a poor seminarian!l 07 Palmer, however, persisted;
and because he began to show great promise as a preacher, Dr. Howe
decided that the match might not be so bad after all. The young couple were married on October 7, 1841, by Dr. Howe.
Benjamin Palmer declined an invitation from the session of First
Church to supply the pulpit "as a candidate for settlement" during
the summer of 1841. Mter a short ministry as pulpit supply in
Anderson, South Carolina, h e was called to the First Presbyterian
Church of Savannah, Georgia, and ordained and installed on March
6, 1842. He was there only a few months when the call came from
Columbia. The Columbia church was small in numbers-only 128
Axson was later pastor of the Independent Presbyterian Church of Savannah,
Georgia.
10
; Wells, Southern Presbyterian Worthies, p. 143.
106
Johnson, Palmer, p. 63.
107
George Howe's first wife died on September 18, 1832, and was buried in the
First Presbyterian churchyard. On December 19, 1836, Dr. Howe married Sarah Ann
McConnell.
104
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m embers in 1843-but, as Palmer knew, it was large in influence. In
Columbia, Palmer would preach to state and community leaders, as
well as to seminary and college faculty and students.
Mr. Palmer's first sermon in Columbia-p reached on January 29,
1843-was from the words of Balaam to Balak in Numbers 22:38"Lo, I am come unto thee: h ave I now any power at all to say anything? The word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak."
The young minister set forth two main points: first, that true ministers of the gospel are called to their office by God himself and their
fields of labor especially designated; second, that all true ministerial
ability and authority are derive d from God. Palmer told his people
that the minister of the gospel is "a messenger from God to speak
only the word that is put into his mouth ." He may "not invent or add
anything to the message. His sole care must be to inquire what God
the Lord will say. The pastoral commission is no contract formed
m erely for the pleasure and amusement of the hearers," Palmer said.
"The pastor is not called upon to cater to the various tastes which may
perchance prevail among his auditors, " he added; "his duty is to study
God's Book, to present its promises, to recite its warnings, to d eclare
its judgments. "' 08
The young pastor was installed on May 7. The session minutes
described the service as
deeply solemn and interesting. Rev. Edward Palmer, Father
of the Pastor elect, preached the Sermon. Rev. Dr. Howe
Moderator of Presbytery presided and proposed the constitutional questions. Rev. B. Gildersleeve gave the ch arge to
the Pastor and the Rev. Professor Thornwell the charge to
the people, after which, the Elders and Temporal Committee as representatives of the church and congregation
gave the ir hands to the Pastor in token of their regard and
cordial reception of him as appointed over them in the
Lord.
The church quickly responded to their new pastor's leadership. In
a report to Charleston Presbytery less than a year later, Palmer stated
that sixteen people had joined the church and that there was
a greater degree of external harmony and an increasing
attendance upon the preaching of the word. Sabbath
school, both class and Catechetical instructio n, is faithfully
lOR

Johnson, Palu~e~; p. 89.
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attended to and the colored people connected with the congregation receive a proper share of the pastor's attention.
There is a weekly Lecture for their especial benefit, which is
well attended, and a Sabbath School on the plan of oral
instruction in which they are taught the doctrines and
duties of our religion.

On Sundays Mr. Palmer preached to the people who made their
way through the dust or mud ?f Columbia's streets to the church on
the corner of Marion and Lady. Three times each Sunday-morning,
afternoon, and evening-they listened to his sermons of forty to ninety minutes. 109 Quarterly communion seasons were important times in
the church's life. The Sunday morning celebration of the Lord's
Supper was preceded by preparatory services on Friday evening and
Saturday afternoon, with additional services in the Lecture Room on
Saturday morning and night. Almost always at the communion services, infants of church members were baptized. Occasionally there
were special observances, as on the first Sabbath in July 1846, which
was set apart by the General Assembly-because of the War with
Mexico-as a day of "humiliation and confession of our national
sins." Services of united prayer for missions and for "colleges and
seminaries of learning" were held from time to time.
The session was committed to its work. During the summer of 1847
it divided the congregation into districts for pastoral visitation, with
the plan that the pastor and one elder would work together in each
district. The church's elders were William Law, Sidney Crane, Gilbert
T. Snowden, Andrew Crawford, and James Martin. Mr. Snowden was
a businessman in the North until1821, when he settled in Columbia.
He had been converted in 1819 in New York City and had listened
eagerly to the sermons of some of the country's great preachers-Dr.
John B. Romeyn of New York, Dr. Ashbel Green of Philadelphia, and
Dr. John Holt Rice of Richmond. Mr. Crane was born in New Jersey
and came to Columbia in 1820. He united with the Presbyterian
church in 1831, becoming an elder four years later. Mr. Law was born
in County Antrim, Ireland, in 1779 and was educated by his devout
parents in "the Protestant and Calvinistic faith." At the age of twelve
he arrived with his parents in Newberry, South Carolina. Becoming
a successful businessman, he moved to Columbia in 1818. He joined
the Presbyterian church and, two years later, was elected elder. The
109
Palmer later stated that the third service was largely unprofitable, both to the
congregation and to the preacher!
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session u sually m et in the Lecture Room or in Mr. Palmer's house.
On one occasion, lacking a quorum, they went to Mr. Law's mercantile store for their meeting, where a quorum was formed by the addition of Mr. Law!
As the church grew, it was necessary to enlarge the Lecture Room
on Sumter Street. In the early part of 1846, the wh ite Sunday school,
which had been closed for several months du e to the lack of a suitable
room, was reopened. Soon the Sunday schoo l for Negroes was also
m eeting again in th e enlarged building.
In 1847 Benjamin Morgan Palmer, James Henley T hornwell, and
George H owe founded The Southern Presbyterian Review- a publicatio n
destined to become on e of the major theologica l journals in nineteenth-cen tury America. 1111 On July 27, 1848, a huge parade and celebration was h eld in Columbia in hon or of the re turn of the Palmetto
Regiment from the Mexican War. Their flag had been the first
American banner unfurled in Mexico City. J ohn C. Calhoun d ied on
March 31, 1850, and was buried in the western cemetery of St.
Philip's Church in Charleston . Franklin H arper Elmore, United
States congressm an, president of the Bank of South Carolina, an d a
member of First Presbyterian Church, was appointed to fill Calhoun 's
vacant seat in the United States Senate; but h e died after serving only
a few months.
At mid-centu ry, Columbia 's populatio n had reach ed seven thousand. The capital, still surrounde d by dense forests, was described as
"qui te a handsome Southern town ." The spacious, unpaved streets
were well shaded, some of them h avin g locust or pride-of-In dia trees
along the sidewalks and a double row along the center with a walk
between. There were many impressive houses "built in th e Southern
style, with large rooms and a mple windows, and with broad p orticos
or verand as, sometimes on all four sides of th e house, and even
repeate d for the second stor y." Most h omes were "surround ed by
extensive grounds filled with trees, shrubbery, and flowers ." Daniel
Webster, who visited Columbia in 1847, was impressed by the "ornamental trees" along the streets and in the squares and wrote that "the
town is now one of the h andsomes t and nicest looking of our little
inland cities." A stud ent at South Carolina College, returning to
110

The Southem Presbyterian Review continued from 1847 to 1885, with a break during the war years. T he j ournal was edited by a board un til 1861 and by Dr. James
Woodrow from 1866 to 1885.
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Columbia in the early 1850s, wrote enthusiastically, "Columbia [is]
out in its spring attire of roses and floral gems. Oh! It is a lovely and
lovable place. "111
The "low and pleasing hills" around Columbia and the river
scenery also impressed visitors-as did the "perfect" hospitality of the
townspeople. Many were highly educated and possessed to a great
degree "the charming manners of an aristocratic society." The area
was touted as "a healthy region" because of its sand and pines. The
sand, it was· thought, absorbed "moisture so as to dry the atmosphere"; and the pine trees took out "malarious elements, so that in
this region persons having weak lungs in early years h ave lived a comparatively long and vigorous life." 112
The railroad reached Columbia in 1842. The Robert Y. Hayne,
named in honor of South Carolina's governor from 1832 to 1834,
began passenger service to Charleston on June 20. Six years later
trains were running to Camden, and by mid-century the state had
almost a thousand miles of track with Columbia at the center. The
Daily Telegraph was launched on October 18, 1847- the first successful newspaper of inland South Carolina.
The town's church es and institutions were flourishing. Washington Street Methodist Church replaced its old structure-the first
church building in Columbia-with a new brick church in 1832. The
popular William Capers, who was appointed pastor of the church for
the second time in 1831, attracted more people to the church than
the old building could accommodate. The trustees decided to build
"a substantial, large brick church." The old church was moved to the
rear of the lot to be a Sunday school building, and the cornerstone
was laid on June 14, 1831. A little over a year later the impressive
sanctuary was dedicated. By 1840, Lutherans had completed their
first church in Columbia-a brick building with a shingle roof and,
"with exception of the chancel recess, plainly furnished." They had
been helped by some generous Christians of other denominations,
among whom was Richard Sondley of First Presbyterian Church.
Trinity Episcopal dedicated its new building in 1846- an impressive
church modeled after the Cathedral of St. Peter in York. A second
Methodist congregation had its own new building-erected in
1848- facing Marion Street at Calhoun. 113
A Columbia Reade1; p. 44.
John A. Broadus, Memoir of j ames P. Boyce, D.D., LL.D. (New York: A. C.
Armstrong and Son, 1893), p. 84.
113
This church was burned in 1898 and rebuilt at its present location on Main
Street in 1899, where it became the Main Street Methodist Church.
111
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In 1842 th e state legislature establish ed two military schools: the
Citadel in Charlesto n and Arsenal Academy in Columbia. With a fine
faculty and an impressive location on the crest of one of the town's
highest hills, Arsenal Academy trained a growing number of young
South Carolinian s.
South Carolina College had become the premier institution in the
South and perhaps as fin e as any in the nation, with impressive teachers and distinguis hed alumni. Elliott, Lieber, Pinckney, Legare, and
Harper colleges had been built around the "Horsesho e," where the
striking library added stature to the college. A brick wall, built in
1835, separated the college from the town. Under President William
C. Preston (1845-185 1), the student body reached 237, the largest
enrollmen t in the history of the college until 1905.
The Presbyteri an seminary had b ecome an important center of
theologica l scholarshi p and Reformed orthodoxy , with great influence on the intellectua l and moral life of the state and the city. Its
library was one of the choicest in the South-ho lding many books
from the outstandin g personal collection ofThomas Smyth, pastor of
Second Presbyteri an Church of Charleston . 114 According to one
writer:
The Seminary faculty from the first included vigorous characters, fluent in spoken and written argument, who rapidly
became leaders of the large Scotch-Iri sh element of upcountry South Carolina. Presbyteri an influence soon threate ned to control Columbia 's education al and cultural life to
such a degree that a magazine, The Reasonet; was started here
in 1831 to denounce it. But even the anonymou s editor of
The Reasoner did not foresee in his prophecy the long line of
Presbyteri an presidents and professors of the University, the
outstandin g Presbyteri an publishers and publicatio ns, that
were to give a decided tone of Edinburgh to this town set
amon g Episcopal planters and German Lutheran farmers. 115
South Carolina Female Collegiate Institute, for the higher education of women, opened in 1828 at Barhamvil le on the northeast edge
of Columbia. The communi ty was named for J ane Barham, the first

114

Thomas Smyth was himself author of a number of books, including Ecclesiastical
Rejmblicanism, Presbytery and Not Prelacy, and Unity of the Human Races, all of which were
published on both sides of the Atlantic.
115
Hennig, Columbia, p. I 96. The Reasoner: or Anli-Cle~ical Politics lasted only one year
(1831-1832).
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wife of the school's founder, physician Elias Marks. Dr. Marks-a pew
holder in First Presbyterian Church-had served as principal of the
Columbia Female Academy for a decade. 116 Barhamville Academy, as
it was usually called, was extremely successful. Its enrollment grew to
over one hundred students, many of them from out of state. In 1850
Dr. Palmer, addressing the graduating class, recognized women's
intellectual gifts and argued for the elimination of barriers that had
prevented women from higher education. "Surely [women] are entitled to a joint inheritance with men in that rich legacy of literature
and science which genius has bequeathed to the race," he said. In justifying the inclusion of mathematics, metaphysics, science, and moral
philosophy in the curriculum of female schools, Palmer declared,
"The air is free to all who have lungs to breathe it; and knowledge is
the privilege of all who have minds to grasp it. "117
In March 1850 Elder Sidney Crane died, after serving on the session for fifteen years. The minutes of March 15 memorialized Mr.
Crane and added, "Truly grey hairs, failing bodies, and trembling
steps forewarn us that soon we shall render back the trust which the
Holy Spirit hath committed to us in making us 'overseers of the
Church of God.' The solemn conviction rests upon us, that in a short
while we must commit the ark of God to other hands." On February
28, 1852, the humble and modest William Law died, having served as
an elder for thirty-two years. The session minutes stated that "he
reached the close of a long life without leaving behind him a single
enemy."
The session was reduced to four-the pastor and Mr. Andrew
Crawford, Mr. James Martin, and Mr. G. T. Snowden. Dr. Palmer
asked the congregation to pray "that the way may be safely opened for
the nomination and election of active and spiritual men to take part
with us in the ministry of the eldership." On March 13, 1852, Professor R. T. Brumby, formerly a ruling elder in the Presbyterian
church in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, was nominated by the session and
unanimously elected by the voting members of the church. On February 18, 1853, Elder James Martin was dismissed to Glebe Street
Church in Charleston with the session's "warm Christian affection";
The Columbia Female Academy was begun by Dr. Marks in 1817; in 1822 it was
located on the corner of Washington and Marion streets.
117
Paige Putnam Miller, A Claim to New Roles (Metuchen, New Jersey: The
Scarecrow Press, 1985), p. 194.
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nine days later, A. L. IGine,John S. Scott, and Levi Hawley were elected elders. On April 27 Elder Snowden-for twenty-two years clerk of
session-died "after a lingering illness with triumphant faith." The
session's me morial stated that when he arrived in Columbia in 1821,
Mr. Snowden became "th e centre of a sm all praying circle, amongst
whom the flame of devotion was nourished at a season when infidelity was occupying the high places of learning in the town." Grieving
the loss to First Presbyterian Church, the session rejoiced that "another is added to ' the general assembly and Church of the First Born."'
In October 1851 James P. Boyce was called as pastor to the First
Baptist Church. The son of Ker Boyce, on e of the wealthiest men in
South Carolina, James was born in Charleston in 1827. H e was educated at the College of Ch arleston and at Brown College and studied
for the ministry-as did a number of his fellow Southern Baptists- at
Princeton Seminary. At age twenty-four, h e began his ministry in
Columbia. Several m onths after Boyce came to Columbia, James
Henley Thornwell, giving up again his cherished desire to be a pastor, came from his Charleston church to b ecome president of South
Carolina College. Boyce h ad once visited a Presbyterian church in
Charleston because h e was attracted to a girl wh o was a m ember
there. Thornwell was the preacher that day, and Boyce recalled that
Thornwell preached so powerfully tha t h e was h eld spellbound for an
hour, forgetting about the girl! In Columbia, the Presbyterian college
president and the Baptist pastor became friends. Dr. Thornwell's
Discourses on Truth, a small volume of published sermons which he
h ad given in the chapel of South Carolina College, made a profound
impression on James Boyce and oth er young p astors in South
Carolina and beyond. 11 x
On December 15, 1851, the cornerstone was laid for the new State
House. Huge pieces of granite, some weighing more th an fifty tons,
were h auled to the State House grounds by a three-mile railroad from
the Granby quarry on the Congaree River. In 1855, architectJohn R.
Niernsee, a n ative of Vie nna, Austria, wh o h ad lived in Baltimore,
H J ames Boyce left Colum bia in 1855 to become professor of theology a t Furman
College and, in 1859, helped to found the South ern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Greenville, South Carolina. H e served as professor and chairman of th e seminary facul ty until his death in 1888. (The se minary moved to Louisville, Kentucky, in 1877.)
11
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moved to Columbia to direct construction of the Renaissance Revival
building.
The Presbyterians also were building. The small church completed in 1815 (and described by Benjamin Palmer as "a barn-like structure of rather modest dimensions") was no longer sufficient. To
secure funds for a new building was a large task for the congregation
of 170 white people and 33 Negroes, but the church undertook it
with faith and energy.
Seminary professor C. C. Jones wrote to his son on june 17, 1850:

\
I
I

The members of Mr. Palmer's congregation are proceeding
with their subscription for the new church: something over
$12,000 subscribed; subscription binding when it reaches
$16,000. Hope they will succeed. They have not called on
me yet. Suppose they may not, considering the fire and my
present unsettled state. Can't give much anyhow. Dr. Howe
gave $400. 119
The money was promised and, in 1851, the construction of a new
building was planned. On August 18, 1851, a notice appeared in the
newspaper under the title "Building Contract":
The undersigned committee now offer contracts for the
erection of a church edifice in the town of Columbia, on the
site of the present church: dimensions 58 by 78 feet, height
of tower and spire 180 feet, order Gothic, materials brick
and stuccoed, roof of tin.
All offers to be made under seal, and handed to the chairman on or before the 15th of October next. Contractors
must give security for the faithful performance of the contract-name of security to accompany proposals. The whole
work to be executed under the direction of the architect
appointed by the building committee, and completed by the
1st of October 1852.
Plans may be seen at the hall of the Commercial Bank, and

Myers, A Georgian at Princeton, pp'. 44, 45. The house in which Dr. and Mrs. Jones
were living, and most of their possessions, had been destroyed by fire on April 23.
Jones was soon to accept an invitation to move to Philadelphia to take a position as secretary of the Presbyterian board of missions.
119
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a copy of specification s will be furnished to those who wish
to con tract.
]. A. Crawford
R.Latta
Dr. Fair
J. C. Thorn ton
R. Sondley
Dr. Howe
J ohnS. Scott
]. I. Gracey
Ch a rles Beck
Committee. 120
The old church building was moved by mule power to the very center of Lady Street; a nd th e con gregation continued to meet th ere
until the n ew church was comple ted. The last service in the old building took place on October 2, 1853. Samuel Wells Leland (son of
Aaron W. Le land), a young d octor in the Mill Creek community nine
miles south of Co lumbia, wrote in his diary for that day: "As there was
to be preaching in the old Presbyterian Church of Columbia for the
last time, I m ade an effort and attended. The services were ver y
solemn, the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administered." The
original b uilding was th en sold and moved to the southeast corner of
Marion and Lady, where it was rebuilt as a residence . 121
T h e new church was dedicated on October 9, 1853. The English
Gothic Revival structure of rose stucco, with arched stained-glass windows, vaulte d ribbe d ceilings, tracery work, and a graceful steeple,
gave the Presbyterians a lovely and impressive church .122 Inside, a
Bateman, "History," pp. 14, 15.
According to one re p ort (included in Edwin .J. Scou's Random Recollections of a
Long Life), the building was sold to John R. Niernscc, wh o moved it to th e corn er of
Marion and Lady streets, remode led it as a house, and lived in it while h e was supervising the construction of the new State House. When Mr. Niernsee sold th e h ome in
1874 he 1-ecorded in the deed of sale that h e h ad bough t it already in p lace from James
S. Guign ard in the year 1858, live years after th e d edication of the new c hurch building. Mr. Nie rnsee sold it to Captain John Waites, who later sold the house to John H_
KinarcL For years, the building was known as the "Kinard House." It was finally sold to
the South Caro lina Electric and Gas Company a nd was demolished to make room for
a new building.
122
· Some sources record that th e building was design ed by N. G. Sta rkweather, who
was the architect of the First Presbyterian Church of Baltimore. The design of the two
churches was similar, th ough the Baltimore church was much more ela bo rate. The
Baltimore chu rc h was comple ted in 1859 with the exception of the spires, which were
erected in 1874. Other sources claim that Mr. Starkweather design ed the St. Andrews
Ch urch in Boston-also very sim il m- to Colu mbia's First Presbyteria n. The BiograjJhical
120
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center aisle and two side aisles lined the box pews. Chandeliers with
seven lights each were suspended above the center aisle. The large
marble pulpit was given to the church by Robert Latta.123 A plain
communion table stood directly below the pulpit at the end of the
center aisle. The building cost $35,000.
Dr. Palmer's sermon on the "Warrant and Nature of Public
Worship" (from J ohn 4: 23, 24) was a powerful presentation of the
Protestant view of public worship. He closed with the words:

As for this building, beautiful as it may be in our eyes, le t it
please us to call it only a plain Presbyterian m eeting house.
The glory we see in it, le t it n o t be the glory of its arches and
its timbers; not the glory of its lofty and graceful spire , pointing ever upwards to that home the pious shall find [with]
God; not the glory of this chaste pulpit, with its delicate tracery, and marble whiteness, not the glory found in the eloquence or learning of those who, through generations, shall
here proclaim the gospel; nor yet the glory traced in the
wealth and fashion, refinement and social position of those
who throng its courts. But let its glory be The Glory of the Lord
Risen Upon It! Let its glory b e the promises of the covenant
engraved upon its walls, which are yea and amen in Christ
Jesus. Let its glory b e found in the purity, soundness, and
unction of its pastors; in the fidelity and watchfulness of its
elders; in the piety and godliness of its members. Le t its
glory be as a birthplace of souls, where shall always be h eard
the sobs of awakened penitence, and the songs of n ewborn
love. Le t its glory be the spirituality of its worship, its fervent
prayers, its adoring praise, and the simplicity and truth of its
ordinances and sacraments. Let its glory be the communion
Dictionary ofAme1ican Architects (Deceased) identifies N . G. Starkweather as "a nine teenth
century architect in Baltimore, credited with the desigp of the First Presbyterian
Church at Park Avenue and Madison Street. This venerable structure of a style known
as Flamboyant Gothic, dates from the mid 1850's." See H enry F. With ey and Elsie
Ra thburn Withey, Biographical Dictionary of A111e1ican A1·chitects (Deceased) (Los Angeles:
New Age Publishing Company, 1956). Mrs. Charles B. Elliott gave a lecture to the
Men's Bible Class in 1945, in which she stated that the church towe r and steeple were
modeled after the Cathedral of Chartes in France.
123
An often-repeated story states th at the wealthy La tta, a me mber of the build ing
committee, offered to g ive the pulpit thinking tha t it would not be too costly. The committee, however, sent to Italy for the elegant marble pulpit and presented Latta with a
bill for $3,000. This is said to h ave broken the old man's h eart and h e died within a
year. The pulpit was afterwards called La tta's tombstone. It is impossible to know how
much of this story is fact and how much lege nd.
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of saints, who here have fellowship one wi th another, and
also with the Father, and his son Jesus Christ. Let its glory be
as th e resting place of weary pilgrims, toiling on toward the
h eavenly city-the emblem of that Church above-"W here
congregations ne'er break u p, And Sabbaths never end."
And n ow "To the only wise God, the King, e ternal, immortal
and invisible," to God "glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders," to God who "is a spirit, infinite, eternal
and unchange able, in His b eing, wisdom, power, holiness,
justice , goodness, and truth"-to God the Father almighty,
the maker of h eaven and earth; to God the Son, the brightn ess of the Father's glor y, and express image of His person;
to God th e H oly Ghost, proceedin g from the Fath er and th e
Son, to the service and glory of the adorable and incomprehensib le Trinity-w e solemnly dedicate this building,
with all that appertains to it. '24
Dr. Samue l Wells Leland was back in town for this important d ay
and described the service: "My fa ther prayed and Dr. Palmer the pastor preached. T h e church was filled to ove rflowin g. All sects were represen ted; even J ews, Roman Catholics and infidels were there. The
discourse was a powerful one; on th e warrant and nature of p ublic
worship. Roman Catholics and High Church Episcopal ians were very
much offended by th e closing remarks." 12r' In concluding his sermon,
Dr. Palmer h ad insisted tha t as Protestant s, Presbyteri ans d o n o t view
ch urch buildings as sacred and h ad stressed the spirituali ty of
Reformed worship. H e described the n ew building as "only a plain
Presbyteri an m eeting house." It was, however, "consecrated to th e
worship of God," h e said; and, according ly, the session would guard
its use with great care, regularly turning down requests for "orations"
and other functions n ot in line with its spiritual purpose.
T h e next month, on Novembe r 13, 1853, Samu el Leland returned
for ano ther service a t First Church. H e wrote, "Went at night to h ear
a discourse by my father in th e n ew ch urch. It was the first time it h ad
been open ed at night. The gas lights were brilliant. Thus father h as
had the privilege to offer up th e first prayer that was ever offered in
the chu rch , and to preach the first sermon ever d elivered th ere at
night. "126
1 1
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A Columbia. Reade1; p . 36.
A Columbia Readm; p. 36.
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While Columbia Presbyterians were paying for their new church
building, they joined, by prayers and gifts, in the work of world missions. They received collections for work among the Chickasaw
Indians, the Waldensian church in Italy, and Jewish missions. But
their greatest effort was to reach their own community and state. A
mission was established in Barhamville under the care of First
Church. Dr. Palmer preached there occasionally; the pulpit usu ally
was supplied by students from the seminary. On September 27, 1854,
a collection was received for the purpose of building a Presbyterian
mission church in the Sand Hills near Columbia. Another offering
went to build a Presbyterian church in Barnwell.
Benjamin Morgan Palmer was becoming known as one of the greatest preachers in the American Presbyterian church.127 He was not an
imposing man in appearance-small-framed, with heavy lips and eyebrows-but hearers often commented that when he began speaking
he was almost transformed. 128 William E. Boggs said that action was
"the characteristic element" of Palmer's preaching. "Not acting, but
action. And thus the great truths of the Bible were poured in upon
the hearer's soul by the two great avenues of 'ear-gate' and 'eyegate.'"I29
Dr. Palmer was preeminently a biblical and doctrinal preacher.
According to Thomas Cary Johnson, Palmer
gave himself to preaching [the Bible] . Whatever others
might preach-science, sociology, politics, literature-he
would preach the Gospel, and the Gospel only, from his pulpit. It was a thing the world needed worst of all, and that
need he would fill. He preached the Westminster interprem Douglas Kelly describes the four major features of Palmer's preaching: (1) he
drew his sermons from the biblical text; (2) he held his hearers' interest; (3) he possessed profound sympathy allied to a realistic pastoral insight; and ( 4) his life and
preaching were characterized by total commitment to the Word of God. Kelly, Preachers
with Powe1; pp. 108-18.
128
There is a story of Dr. Palmer's address at Washington and Lee College on June
27, 1872. Among the distinguished men on the platform were Mr. John Randolph
Tucker and Commodore Matthew Fontaine Maury. When Palmer began to speak,
Commodore Maury turned to Mr. Tucker and remarked, "He is the ugliest man I ever
saw, sir." After about ten minutes, Maury remarked to Tucker again, "I-Ie is getting better looking, sir." When Palmer was about two thirds of the way through his address,
Maury-now hardly able to sit quietly under the impact of the preacher's words-said
to Tucker, "He is the handsomest man I ever saw, sir." Johnson, Palmer, p. 362.
129
Centennial Sermon ofWilliam E. Boggs.
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tation of the Bible, preached it all; the doctrines of the
Trinity and the incarnation, the doctrines of sin and grace,
the doctrine of the atonement, the doctrines of regeneration and conversion,ju stification and sanctification . He even
preached boldly and frequently on those points of Calvinism
which have been so bitterly attacked in every generation,
viz.: Total depravity, uncondition al election, particular redemption, efficacious grace and perseverance therein unto
the end. 130

I

During Dr. Palmer's ministry in Columbia, there was a sense of
excitement about preaching. A student at the seminary described
"the Columbia pulpit in those days." 'We had Thornwell in the college chapel," he said, "and Palmer in the church . During the week
we talked about the last Sunday's sermons and compared n otes. On
Sunday we hastened to church full of expectations . "13 1 The seminarians were never disappointed . Sunday after Sunday they heard
weighty and powerful sermons on such varied themes as "The
Amount of Moral Evidence in Support of Christianity," "The Father
Glorified by the Son," "Th e Gospel, the Power of God," "Christ in
Us," "Mortificatio n of Sin," "Practical Uses of Predestinati on,"
"Future Punishment, " "God not the Author of Sin," "The Soul Lost by
Attending to Trifles," "The Covenant with Adam," "Duty of Family
Instruction ," and "Infant Baptism Warranted by the Church Charter."
Dr. Palmer was not only a great preacher; he also was sensitive and
effective in his personal witness. On one occasion a man said to the
pastor, "I am bound, hand and foot, with [alcohol's] accursed chains,
and there is nothing left for me but to drink and be damned."
Palmer replied, "You entirely mistake the matter. What you need is a
Savior to save you from your drunkenness ; he shall be called Jesus,
because h e shall save his people from their sins. The salvation from
hell is only the result of this salvation from sin. You must come to
J esus as a drunkard or not at all. "132 In his letters Dr. Palmer, almost
without fail, paused to ask, "How are you speeding in your Christian
course?"
T he Columbia pastor developed the art of comfort through his
own sorrows. In his book The Broken Home oT Lessons in So-rmw, Dr.
Palmer told how he and his wife had been blessed with the birth of

johnson, Palme1; pp. 660, 661.
Centennial Sermon ofWilliam E. Boggs.
~~~ .Johnson, Palmm; p. 99.
130

131
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their first child. When he was about twenty months old, the beautiful
little blond-haired boy became sick. "Every trace of infantile beauty
was effaced," his father wrote, "only the golden curls floated over the
pale brow; and the brilliant eyes which strangers in the street stooped
to gaze upon, burned now with a feverish luster." Sitting by the bed
of his dying son, Palmer grieved and prayed for strength to submit to
God's will. At last the hope of the covenant of grace which was present in the child's baptism broke through his gloom and the father was
comforted "with the strong comfort of believing that the promise of
the covenant was assured to his seed forever. "133 From then on, Dr.
Palmer possessed the ability "to comfort them which are in any trouble with the comfort by which he himself was comforted of God" (II
Corinthians 1:4).
New buildings were added to the seminary campus. Simons Hall
(named for Mrs. Eliza Lucilla Simons of Charleston, who left a legacy
to the seminary) and Law Hall (named for Mrs. Agnes Law of First
Presbyterian Church of Columbia, who gave $5,000 to the school)
were completed in 1854 and 1855.
In March 1854, Columbians turned out in great numbers to see
"the panorama" ofjohn Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. On October 20 of
that same year (a Friday), stores were closed in observance of a locally proclaimed Thanksgiving Day.
The next February, many crowded Washington Street Methodist
Church for the funeral of Bishop William Capers, three times pastor
ofWashington Street Methodist, who died on january 25, 1855. He
was greatly loved in Columbia. The Washington Street congregation
asked Mrs. Capers to allow his body to be buried in their churchyard.
She agreed, and the funeral train arrived in Columbia on February 2.
The services were held at the church the next morning. Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist clergymen served as pallbearers. The Methodist pastor preached on the text Acts 13:36-"For
David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell
on sleep"-and then "a great many of those present of his beloved
flock passed by the altar, where lay the body of the faithful shepherd .
. . . It was particularly affecting to see the colored people pass before
the coffin with a tear and a sigh." Mter "all had looked their last, his

133
B. M. Palmer, The Broken Home oT Lessons in Sarrow (1890; Harrisonburg, Virginia:
Sprinkle Publications, 1981), p. 21.
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body was buried in the churchyard, near the church building whose
cornerstone he had laid in 1831 and marked with a stone which read
'the founder of missions to the slaves in South Carolina.' "1:14
Not surprisingly, Benjamin Morgan Palmer was called to a number
of the country's major churches-in Charleston, Baltimore, Cincinnati, and Philadelphi a-and to several seminaries. Worried Southern
commissione rs to the 1853 General Assembly called a meeting to
express their opinion that Dr. Palmer should not leave the South. In
1854 he was elected professor of ecclesiastical history and church
polity at Columbia Seminary. He had lectured at the seminary since
1851. During 1854 and 1855 he served as professor at the seminary
and pastor of the church , often working thirteen hours a day. When
Dr. Palmer decided for the seminary position, the session, knowing
that it was hopeless to appeal to either presbytery or synod to prevent
his leaving, attempted to convince him to stay at the church by calling him and Dr. Thornwell to fill the pulpit jointly. Dr. Palmer decided, however, to leave the pastorate for the seminary. Mrs. Palmer predicted that her husband would not stay long at the seminary. To
those who pushed him in this direction she said, "you will soon lose
both pastor and professor. Your new-made professor must be a pastor; you have, in taking him out of this church, made it inevitable that
h e shall soon accept a call to another church. "135
Dr. Palmer's ministry at First Presbyterian lasted for thirteen
years-from January 1843 to December 1855. Membership grew
from 128 to over 200. The new church building had become a landmark in Columbia. A powe rful preacher and effective pastor,
Benjamin Morgan Palmer taught and exhorted his p eople faithfully
and, it was often said, became the conscien ce of the growing city. 136

134

Huff, T·ried by Fim, p. 31.
Johnson, Palme1; p. 149.
136
Glen Charles Knecht, in a sermon preached on March 23, 1986 (marking the
bice ntennial of the City of Columbia and 192 years of history of the First Presbyterian
Church), su mmarized the Columbia ministry of Benjamin Morgan Palmer: "He was a
great Puritan who came from an ancestry of preac hers, a nd stepped like a prince into
this pulpit, full of eloquence, and into the streets and h omes full of compassion and
sympathy."
135
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CHAPTER 6
----------------~----------------

VINDICATING THE
HON OR OF CHRIST
The Westminster Confession of Faith states:
Church censures are necessary, for the reclaiming and gaining of offending brethren, for deterring of others from like
offenses, for purging out of that leaven which might infect
the whole lump, for vindicating the honour of Christ, and
the holy profession of the Gospel, and ·for preventing the
wrath of God, which might justly fall upon the Church, if
they should suffer his covenant, and the seals thereof, to be
profaned by notorious and obstinate offenders.
"For the better attaining of these ends," the Confession instructs the
officers of the church "to proceed by admonition, suspension from
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper for a season, and by excommunication from the church. "137
The session of First Presbyterian Church took these words seriously and attempted to practice the oversight and discipline of church
members which the Confession required. On December 13, 1821,
the elders met at the home of Colonel Thomas Taylor to investigate
the charge of intemperanc e against a church member. The man
pleaded guilty and was suspended until he should "give satisfactory
evidence to the church of repentance and reformation. " The mod137

Westminster Confession of Faith 30: 3, 4.
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erator read the sentence to the defendant, "accompanied with a representation of the evil and danger of the crime, and an earnest exhortation to avoid it in the future." The meeting closed with prayer, "in
which the case of the fallen member was presented to the great Head
of the Church." The next summer the session was still dealing with
the same man, now reported to be "grossly addicted to the vice of
intemperance." When he failed to appear before the session on three
occasions, he was "excommunicated from the ordinances, rights, and
privileges of this church." The minutes state that it was "with deep
regret" that the session took "this painful step in vindication of the
honour of the Lord Jesus Christ and the purity of his church."
The carefulness and seriousness with which the session viewed its
work is illustrated in a remarkable example of pastoral oversight-a
letter which it sent on March 25, 1840, to one of its members reported to be "indulging too freely in wine."
Dear Brother,
We feel satisfied from your character and from your knowledge of us as men and of our duties as officers in the church
of God, that you will attribute this communication to the
motives of affectionate regard for your interest and of deep
concern for the prosperity and moral influence of the Christian cause which have impelled us to make it. Charged as we
are by the Holy Spirit with the oversight and rule of the
Church in this place, we are bound to keep a watchful eye
upon all that concerns its spirituality and purity. Fidelity to
God as well as solicitude for the best interests of those committed to our care demand that we should not suffer sin
upon any of our brethren, but should affectionately reprove, rebuke, admonish and warn, as circumstances may
seem to require.
If it is an act of friendship to guard a fellow being against

temporal danger, the ruin of his health, the sacrifice of his
fortune or the loss of life much more kindly is it to warn him
of dangers that beset the soul and threaten to separate it
from the favor of God. And we sincerely trust that your own
heart will respond to the sentiments of unfeigned love and
Christian faithfulness which have drawn forth from us this
expression of our fears and misgivings in regard to yourself
and that so far from taking offence, you will really bless God
that we have grace to be in any measure faithful to the interests of your soul.

VINDICATIN G THE HONOR OF CHRIST

From various rumours and whispers which we have heard in
different quarters and from different persons, we h ave been
led to the serious apprehens ion that you are falling into th e
h abit of indulging too freely in wine especially in th e afternoon, contrary to the express command of God, Eph. 5:18.
We are aware of the painful circumstan ces in which you have
recently been placed and sympathize most sincerely with
you in th e bitter disappoin tment with which you have been
tri~d, but, dear Brother, you should remembe r th at not a
sparrow falls to the ground without the special providenc e
of our Heavenly Father and much more is His hand concern ed in all that pertains to His believing children .
Instead therefore, of seeking from the world that alleviation
of calamity and that calm serenity of mind which the world
can never give, our truest wisdom is to seek to be "filled with
the Spirit" who alone can enable us to rejoice in tribulation .
When God , by his dispensati ons, calls us to withdraw our
affections from the things of earth, He, at the same time,
exh orts us to fix these on things above, and when He blasts
our earthly treasures we should rejoice that we are thus practically taugh t to lay u p treasure in Heaven. We should never
under any circumstan ces, resort to th e cordials of the
worldling, but sh ould endeavou r to evince to our fellow
men the stre ngth and support wh ich God's grace affords us
in the hour of distress.
We sh ould be glad to learn from your own lips that the
rumour to which we h ave alluded is groundles s. We are
grieved, greatly grieved at it and feel it to be a duty which we
owe to you as well as to the church to deal candid ly with you
in regard to it. If it be false, we sh all be happy to counterac t
it upon your own auth ority, if true, we beg you to pause and
consider. We would earnestly entreat you to remembe r your
position in society, your responsibi lity as a parent and your
solemn vows as a member of the Church of God. Many
would rejoice at you r h alting, as the fall of the righteous is
always a triumph to the wicked. Your brethren in the Lord,
would be deeply wounded ; as your spiritual guardians we
beseech you to deal candidly with us in this m atter, eith er by
a written communic ation or by a person al conferenc e as you
sh all prefer.

71

72

FIRST PRESBYfERIAN
That God may give you Grace to be faithful, deliver you out
of all temptation, preserve your feet from falling, and
uphold your goings in His paths, is the sincere prayer of
your friends and Brethren in ChristJesus the Lord.

J. H. Thornwell

WmLaw
G. T. Snowden (clerk)
Sidney Crane
James Martin

At least once or twice a year, the session was forced to deal with
members who were guilty of the improper use of alcohol. In 1847, Mr.
B-- was charged with drunkenness. His confession acknowledged
only a "slight sense of his guilt." So the session, "in fidelity to Mr. B- , no less than fidelity to Christ and his church," required that he b e
at once suspended. Because of the public nature of the offence, the
sentence was to be announced from the pulpit.138
Sexual misconduct of members came before the session from time
to time. In November 1838, a married woman was charged with "the
sin of antenuptial fornication." In a letter to the session she expressed "her deep penitence for the reproach thus brought on the
church of Christ and in deep humiliation prayed the forgiveness of
the church, as she hoped for forgiveness from God." She was suspended from "the sealing ordinances" for one communion season.
An area of discipline that sometimes entangled the session in
lengthy meetings and difficult decisions was that of altercations
between members or with "fellow townsmen." During the summer of
1837, many members of the church objected to taking communion
with Mr. Samuel Weir at "the approaching season" because of his
"assault and battery" against a stranger who had "published and circulated a libellous handbill against him." Mr. Weir was suspended
from communion "until a more full and satisfactory examination into
his case." In September the session reproved Weir "for his hasty and
unchristian indulgence of his temper," and he acknowledged that "he

If the drinking habits of members troubled the session, smoking did not. Dr.
Palmer himself smoked very fine cigars-a practice he had learned from Dr.
Thornwell! Palmer finally gave up the practice in 1876, stating that it had caused him
to experience excessive nervousness.
138
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h ad acted contrary to the precepts and spirit of the Gospel of
Christ. "139
During j une and july of 1841, much of the session's time was taken
up with th e case of Mr. M-- against Mr. B--. B-- had struck
M-- "with a whip of cow hide" b ecause M-- had, B-- ch arged,
"seduced the affection s of his wife." M-- denied the charge. The
session heard various witnesse s and made minute examina tion of
h andwritt en notes su pposed to h ave been written by M- -, before
voting to sustain the charges made by B--. Excomm unicatio n
would have been the proper censure; but because one member of the
session believed that M-- was innocen t, and because of his earlier
"outward walk," th e session d ecid ed to suspend him until h e demonstrated sincere repentan ce. Mr. B- - , who confesse d using personal violence against Mr. M--, also was suspend ed from th e sacrament until after the next commun ion season. The session had met
nine times in a little over three weeks to try to deal fairly with this
explosive case.
Dissatisf ied, Mr. M-- appealed the session's ruling to the
Presbyte ry of Charleston, which confirm ed the decision of the session. Another appeal, to the synod, resulted in a reversal of th e decision of the lower courts. The church session, although it believed
that the synod did not have the full records of th e case, d ecided that
it was "expedie nt to do nothing further in this case" and yielded "obedience to the decision of the synod." Mr. M-- was restored to his
privilege s in th e church- but not u ntil Decemb er 14, 1841. The case
finally went to the General Assembl y of 1843, which recomm ended
that it "be privately adjusted if possible. " The church session u rged
both parties to drop further prosecut ion of the case, "submitting it to
the d evelopm ents of Providence." Both men professe d willingne ss to
abide by the judgmen t of the session, but Mr. B-- was still not prepared to forgive Mr. M-- or to sit at commun ion with him. Finally
B-- relented and the session, on Novemb er 17, 1843, wearily and
gratefully acknowledged "the Divine goodn ess in bringing this perplexing case to a peaceful issue."
139

Samuel Weir was a fiery Whig publisher who had moved from Philadelph ia to
edit The Southern Chmnicle. Scott reports in his Random. Recollections of a Long Life th at a
bitter controversy er upted between Weir and Colonel A. H. Pemberton , editor of the
democrati c South Carolinian. When the editorials became too personal, Mrs. Weir left
her husband and returned to Philadelph ia. A duel was barely avoided between the two
men. Julian Selby states that Mr. Weir "had a deep bass voice and his daughter, Miss
Kitty Weir, sang remarkably sweet. " Scott's claim that Weir was the first organist at First
Presbyteria n Church is erroneo us; the church did not have an organ until 1866, nineteen years after Samuel Weir's death .
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On June 17, 1848, David S - - acknowledged that, armed with a
loaded pistol, he had publicly assaulted Colonel Summer, editor of
The Carolinian, because of a statement Summer had made in the
paper. David S-- expressed his sorrow and submitted himself to
the session, which suspended him indefinitely and ordered that the
sentence be read from the pulpit.
Social dancing and participation in lotteries occupied the attention
of the session for a time. Late in 1847 it became known that four
church members had attended a public ball (for the famous Palmetto
Regiment) and that several members "countenanced and participated in" a raffling conducted by the Order of Odd Fellows. The session
met on December 22 "to confer as to the best method of arresting
this comparatively new tide of evil influence setting in upon the
church." Dr. Palmer presented his views in a paper; but the session,
after long debate, thought it best to postpone action, since the pastor's statement was "a stringent one" and bound the session hereafter
to "a definite procedure." According to tradition, Palmer promptly
resigned, saying that "his conscience would not permit him to be the
pastor of a dancing church. "1'10 After several further meetings, however, the session modified Dr. Palmer's paper and adopted it "as a
public testimony to be read from the pulpit." It. condemned "unequivocally" the practice of raffling and explained that the lot is a
"divine institution, appointed for the purpose of rendering a divine
decision in those cases which men are unable by ordinary methods to
resolve. On the part of the creature it is a solemn act of worship, as
much so as prayer and praise. To use the lot with irreverence and levity is to profane the name and perfections of God." Recognizing that
it is "difficult to draw accurately the line of d emarcation between the
lawful and the unlawful pleasures of the Christian," the. session
wished "it to be unde rstood that the giving of balls and dancing parties and attendance upo n these, together with the theatre, the opera
and the race course will be regarded as serious offenses against the
order and purity of the Church." The paper stated the "obvious principle" that "covers this whole case"-that "Christians are witnesses for
God, and among other things they must testify concerning the vanity
of this present evil world." To reinforce this position, Dr. Palmer later
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preached a sermon entitled "Social Dancing Inconsiste nt with a
Christian Profession and Baptismal Vows. "1" 1
The session was no "respecter of persons" when it came to discipline. Slaves, important and socially prominen t members, and even
officers were called upon to give an account of themselves . For several months in 1855, the session dealt with the complaint of Mr.
B-- against Elder K--. There h ad been an altercation in Mr.
B--'s store between one of his clerks and Mr. K--'s eleven-yearold son, as to whether the boy had paid for his purchase or not.
B-- defended his clerk, and K-- took offence. The session
decided that Mr. K-- was "unquestio nably wrong, under any provocation he might conceive himself to have received, in so far forgetting
his propriety as a Christian and as an officer of the Church as even
hypothetic ally to accuse of lying a Christian brother." Neither did the
session exonerate Mr. B--. "If Mr. K-- is in danger of erring
through pride which will not stoop to acknowled ge a fault," it stated,
"Mr. B-- is in danger of an implacabl e spirit, which will not forgive
a wrong." The session set out explicitly what it considere d proper
action required of the two men to effect reconcilia tion. It hoped that
thereby "charity may throw its mantle over the past and all bitter feelings b e thrown in to the grave of forgetfuln ess." Three months after
the incident, the session's minutes stated that "the difficulty between
Brethren K-- and B- - was re moved." The n ext summer, Mr.
K-- resigned as ruling elder, having be en licensed to preach the
gospel by Charlesto n Presbytery .
Two years later anoth er ruling elder, Dr. G - , experienc ed some
difficulty with Mr. R-- over a bill the doctor gave to R-- for the
treatme nt of his slave. When R-- refuse d to pay, G - wrote
"Received payment by forgivenes s in full " on the bill and tried to give
it toR--. When h e would not take it, the doctor threw it in his face.
Dr. G - appeared before the session and admitted his fault, pleading "that fallen nature which even th e grace of God does not at all
times control in those who h ave placed their trust in Christ as their
Redeemer ." T he session stated that the doctor exhibited a temper "in
relation to the whole m atter which became him as a Christian man

HI William E. Boggs said in 1895: "I have understood from Dr. Palmer
that his views
have been somewhat modified in that regard and that h e now thinks it best to trust
rath er lo enlightening the conscience by faithful preaching than to church censures
for restraining our communican ts from such worldly pleasures as may war against th e
soul, rese rvi ng censures for immorality, neglect of Christian obligations and heresies
in beliefs." Centennial Sermon ofWilliam E. Boggs.
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and a ruling elder" but admonish ed him "to be particularl y on his
guard in future in avoiding all occasions of strife."
Black members were disciplined for sexual sins (including one
woman who was suspended for having a white man constantly visiting
her house), fighting, profane language, stealing, falsehood, absence
from public worship, and contumacy (refusing to app ear before the
session to answer charges). Often there was repentanc e and restoration. Onjanuar y 5, 1844, Charles, "a colored member," admitted to
the session that under great provocatio n he had engaged in a "street
fight" with a "fellow servant." He was suspended until he gave satisfactory evidence of sincere repentanc e. On july 5, 1844, Charles was
restored to good standing in the church. The minutes of August 2,
1852, stated that Elijah appeared and "the session entered into a
faithful conversa tion with him," and noted that "it was his purpose by
God's grace to lead a more watchful and consistent life. " There were
many similar conferenc es, as with Ned A--, who, on Septembe r 30,
1862, appeared before the session and expressed great sorrow that
for about six years h e had refused to submit to their authority.
The session struggled to find the best way of d ealing with the marriage irregularit ies of black members. On July 9, 1847, it heard a
request from Ned that he be allowed "to take a wife in Town, notwithstanding his separation from a woman in Fairfield with whom he has
heretofore been living." The session discovered that Ned had never
been lawfully married to the woman, who had in the meantime been
unfaithful ·to him, and from whom he was now permanen tly separated by the wish of their respective owners. Ned was given permissio n
to marry, "in considerat ion of the temptatio n to sin which beset
[him] in his single state and in consequen ce of the desire to do right
manifeste d in his taking counsel of the session." When church discipline involved a black person, the pastor would generally meet with
the black members of the church on Sunday morning to explain the
session's actions and reasons to them.
Until the War Between the States, black and white Christians worshiped together and subjected themselve s to . the discipline of the
church, even in disputes b e tween the races. Dr. J. B. Adger of
Columbia Seminary charged his "servant" Elsy with "deliberat e and
injurious falsehood. "H2 Since she was a member of First Presbyteri an
John Bailey Adger (1810-1899), a native of Charleston, studied at Princeton
Seminary and became a missionary to Armenians in Asia Minor. He later served as pastor to slaves in Charleston (at the Anson Su·eet Chapel) and in 1857 became professor
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Church, Dr. Adger believed that the church session was the proper
place to resolve their dispute. The session suspend ed Elsy but later
honored Dr. Adge r's request that she be restored so that she could
move h er m embersh ip to the Hopewe ll Church of Pendleto n, South
Carolina.
:::ae:• -

Church discipli ne-even when conduct ed with comp assion and
sensitivi ty-was difficult. In every case the elders examine d the evid ence and listene d to the defe ndant, often sifting through complicated situation s with patience and wisdom. They took into consider ation motives and extenuat ing circumstan ces. Occasionally, the session examine d a case and determi ned that there was no cause for discipline. On April! , 1846, a slave member, Richard, appeare d "to converse with session in relation to certain difficulties he had h ad with his
former master and certain rumours alleging that he was in the habit
of using spirituou s liquors to excess." After hearing him, the session
"could not but regard him as innocen t. " The elde rs looked for "m arks
of contritio n and sorrow" in those who were found guilty and rend ered their judgmen t with sensitivity to the spiritual welfare of th e
church and compass ion for the sinner. When th e sin was public, the
session produce d a statemen t to be read from the pulp it, setting forth
the offense and punishm ent. Occasion ally this step was omitted, as
in March 1840, when a man-fo rmerly a membe r of the Tempora l
Commit tee-was suspend ed for d runkenn ess. "In love to his family
and out of a spirit of tendern ess to himself and in h ope that forb earance and m ercy might bring him to repentan ce," the session decided
that it was "advisab le that the sentence should not be publishe d."
The usual sentence was su sp en sion from one or more of the quarterly celebrations of the Lord's Supper. Despite the session's best efforts,
its disciplin e-as we have seen- was not always received in a repentant spirit. One case involving "painful and scandalo us disclosur es"
was decided by the session. Dr. Palmer was warned that if h e tried to
read the session 's statemen t to th e congreg ation , as required by th e
Book of Disciplin e, he would be shot down in the pulpi t. Very quietly h e read the sentence to the last word, though the enraged offendal Columbia Seminary. He m oved to Pendleton in 1874 and was pas lOr of Presbyterian
congregatio ns until he retired in 1894. Dr. Adge r was related to a number of prominent First Presbyteria ns. Elder and Mrs. William Law were his uncle and aunt; his
da ughter was married lo the Reverend Francis Mullally, who was the chmch's pastor
fro m 1860 to 1863; his cousin was William E. Boggs, pastor fro m 1866 to 1971.
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er sat with a loaded pistol in his pocket within twenty-five feet of the
pulpit. 113
The session of First Presbyterian set forth its witness and the
church's position, undoubtedly at personal cost to the pastor and
elders and with risk to the reputation of the church among some in
the community. It recognized that it is difficult to know the exact
place to draw the line between Christian freedom and worldly behavior, but it did not fail its members-and "the watching world"- by
refusing to draw the line at all. These Presbyterians did not take sin
lightly, but neither did they lord it over the erring. They dealt with
offenders with sensitivity, and were (as they stated in their minutes of
June 26, 1848, concerning a case of "indulgence" in drink) "sincerely desirous to save and not to destroy." Suspensions and excommunications were not infrequent; neither were restorations, after confession and repentance.
The session of First Presbyterian Church took great care in receiving new members. Evidence of a real change "of heart and godliness
of life" was required. 144 One woman was denied membership for several years until she dealt with "her feelings of hostility" toward others
in the church. On June 24, 1846, a man was received on profession
of faith "after a long examination"; but the "session instructed the
Pastor in communicating this fact to him to state faithfully that upon
one or two points his experience was regarded as defective and to
urge him to pray for more increasing light in reference to the same."
In March and April 1852, the session met with Dr. Augustus F--,
who came "earnestly seeking the salvation of his soul." Not having "a
sense of pardon," however, h e did not offer himself as a candidate for
membership. He came back for a second meeting, stating his desire
to join the church if after a frank statement of his feelings the session
could advise him to do so. The session had the impression that Dr.
F -- "really entertained a lurking hope of favor and acceptance
through faith in Christ Jesus, which yet he was perhaps exceedingly
and morbidly afraid to recognize and own." The elders decided to
admit him, "as long as he himself assumed the responsibility of the
step." They added, however, that in no case whatever "does Session
feel authorized to take the initiative by distinctly advising persons to
This story was told by Andrew Crawford to William E. Boggs. Centennial
Sermon ofWilliam E. Boggs.
144
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join the church." The session scrupulously avoided accepting persons as members who were under disciplin e or censure from othet
churches.
The church leaders, h owever, knew h ow Lo deal gently with those
who were weak and struggling. On J anuary 11, 1845, the minutes
read:
Mrs. Mary Ann Rowan being in the last stage of Consumption and apparently in a dying state made application to be
received a member of th e church upon profession of h er
faith and also desired that her children might receive the
ordinance of Baptism before her decease. Being extremely
low and weak there was little opportunity to sift the grou nds
of h er Hope. But sh e expressed firmly h e r hope of a saving
inte rest in the Redeemer's Righteousn ess and of the renewing of the Holy Spirit. She also disclaimed any belief that an
outward connexion with the church would have any efficiency in the Salvation of h er soul or that the ceremony of
Baptism merely could benefit her children. But she d esired
to profess her faith in that Saviour who was precious to h er
and to commit h er little ones in Covenant trust to Almighty
God. Upon this representation of h er feelings and upon the
report which the Pastor gave of conversation s h e had held
with h er, session, regarding it as an extra-ordinary case,
resolved to receive her as a member of the Church and the
ordin ance of Baptism was accordingly [administered] to her
two childre n, Mary Elizabeth and Samuel Woods. T h e
solemn and touching scene was closed with prayer and session adj ourned.
New members were sometimes n ew converts who joined the
church upon profession of their faith and examination. More often
they came as transfers from o ther churches- from oth er Presbyterian
church es in the United States, from the various Reformed bodies of
Scotland and Northern Ireland, and from different Protestant
den omin ations. Presbyte1ian s generally recognized the baptism of
other church es, but on Sep te mbe r 29, 1847, the session of First
Presbyterian ordered that Mr. J oseph Long be baptized on Communion Sabbath because h e had received "no other baptism than
Unitarian." Three years later a Roman Catholic who joined the
church was baptized, but th e session did not always require baptism
for members coming ti:om the Catholic church.
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In admitting slaves as members, the session required not only letters of dismissal from another church and careful examination, but
also letters from owners and character references. Membership was
often deferred for some time until the session was satisfied with the
sincerity and conduct of the slave. (Occasionally the same procedure
was followed with white transfers about whom there was some irregularity or question.) For example, the session met with five slaves desiring membership on September 30, 1846. The elders received a good
account of Olivia from her owners and, "hoping from her conversation that she was indeed born of the Spirit," received her on profession of faith and directed that she be baptized. Alexander was also
received. Hannah's reception was deferred until Saturday afternoon
"to afford time for inquiry in to her character and history." Ellen and
William were regarded by the session as being "hopeful enquirers
whose reception should be deferred till some future period when
they may indulge a clearer hope of being born of the Spirit." On
October 3, it was reported that Hannah's "marriage relations were
somewhat involved" and that more extended investigation was needed. Finally, on January 9, 1847, Hannah was received as a member of
First Presbyterian Church. On June 30, 1847, Dinah, the servant of
James Henley Thornwell, became a member. Two years later, Amanda, also a servant of Dr. Thornwell, presented a certificate from her
master and, "after a full and more than usually satisfactory examination into the grounds of her faith and hope," she was received. About
the same time, however, the session received two slaves as members
"notwithstanding some obscurity in their views."
Despite the views of society concerning the status of the blacks, to
which white Columbia Presbyterians freely assented, there was the
conviction that the church was one and that black members had
equal rights and privileges of membership. On February 14, 1844,
the session unanimously reaffirmed that "all the people of God were
entitled to the privileges of the Covenant and that Baptism was to be
refused in no case where we could b e satisfied of the Christian walk
of the parent." At First Presbyterian Church, baptisms of blacks and
whites occurred together in the same service. As a rule, however, session met white and black persons desiring membership separately.
There were different Sunday school classes for blacks and whites, and
seating was segregated within the church. The session clearly was
uncomfortable with a request in 1853 from the black members that
they have permission to hold their own prayer meetings and have
three of their number given the privilege of "exhorting." It postponed action but several months later decided to "sanction such
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meetings as were provided for by Law" and assigned two white members to be present during these gatherings. Despite the limitations of
law and custom, and notwithstanding its own failure to fully apply
Galatians 3:28- "There is n either bond nor free ... for ye are all one
in Christ J esus"-the white leadership of First Presbyterian Church
attempted to provide spiritual help for its black members-and those
efforts were not without fruit.
Church members were expected to be regular in their attendance
of church services. Those who were h abitually absent, especially from
the quarterly communion services, were approached by the pastor or
elders for an explanation. On one occasion, Dr. Thornwell was directed by the session to call upon Mr. S - - and his servant William to
"ascertain the causes of their absence from the last communion." He
reported to the next m eeting that Mr. S - - was attending a Sunday
school in the Sand Hills (which he would not h ave done if he had
known it was Communion Sabbath). William was absent from Columbia "on his master's business" and attended church in Camden that
day. The excuses were sustained because the session ruled th at there
had been "no willful neglect." A request for baptism of her ch ild fro m
a woman who h ad b een absent from the church for two years was
denied until she gave "some evidence ofrepentance." In 1852 thesession expressed its concern about the irregular attendan ce and
n eglect of th e Lord's table on the part of some of the black members
and attempted to m ee t with them. It was n ot at all unusu al for members to request session approval to be absen t from church for a period of time when they were away from the city.
In approximately 1850, First Church d rew up nine articles of faith
and a coven ant for its n ew members. "That the world m ay know wh a t
we as Christian s profess to believe and engage to do," the new members gave public assent to the articles of faith and, in the covenan t,
d edicated themselves to the Lord-"to lead a holy life, to cultivate the
Spirit of Christ, to attend faith fully upon all the institutions and ordin an ces of God's House . . . and to submit to the disciplin e of the
Church. "•·••
Columbia's Presbyterians-and members of other church es of the
city-took seriously th e Christian principles of conduct set forth in
the Bible. Church discipline was the norm, rather than the exception . By mid-century, Christian ideals, set forth in sermons an d by
example, h ad made a significant difference in the life of South
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Carolina's capital city.146 First Presbyterian Church had served God
and its fellow citizens by faithfully preaching the gospel to all who
would h ear it, by zealously defending evangelical Christianity against
its enemies, by carefully upholding Christian standards among its
members, and by continually calling on the city and its leaders to
honor the name of Christ in its laws, its learning, and its life.
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John Ham mond Moore describes the early life of Columbia as "essentially
hedonistic." See Moore, Columbia, pp. 148, 149.
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In 1855 J am es Henley Thornwell resign ed the presiden cy of
South Carolina College for the ch air of theology at Columbia
Se minary. During Dr. T h ornwell's b rief tenure of th ree years at th e
college, h e h ad raised entrance requirem ents, reinforced classical
studies, replaced oral with written examina tions, and effectively
defended state-supported education . The T h ornwell years were also
m arked by th e "Great Biscuit Rebellion" of 1852, so called because of
student-facul ty confrontation over compulsory d ining r ules.
Preacher, teach er, editor, leader- Dr. T h orn well was a maj or force
in the life of the city. Early in 1856, a long-standing feud be tween the
college students and the city's p oliceme n erupted . Armed citizen s
and students faced each o th er. Whe n appeals for calm failed , som eon e had the good sen se to summo n Dr. Th ornwell. Rushing to the
scene, the forme r preside nt p rom ised to person ally investigate their
grievan ces and urged the studen ts to re turn to th eir room s. Then,
sh outing "College! College!" h e led the agitated young men back to
the ca1npus. 147
On the depar ture of Benjamin Morgan Palmer in 1855, Thornwell
was invited to supply th e pulpit at First Presbyterian Church; so after
147

In th e opinion of Dan iel W. H ollis (in his histo ry of the University o f South
Caro lina) "pt·o ba bly n o on e else in the Stale could have don e iL." See Moore,
Columbia, p. 109.
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fifteen years he returned to the church as a regular preacher. College
student William E. Boggs sat with h is relatives in John D . Scott's pew
about two thirds of the way down the m iddle aisle, where he listened
to Dr. Thornwell's sermons and saw "the wonderful blessings" God
was giving the church. Years later he described his impressions:
As I looked up to the pulpit from Mr. Scott's pew I caught a

glimpse of a figure in black that passed somewhat quickly
from the side recess ... up the pulpit steps. I saw more
clearly a face thin and rather pallid. Dark hair was closely
brushed across the broad forehead and down either side of
the face. The spare form stooped at the shoulders. Hands
small and white like a woman's turned the pages of the
book. Dark eyes rather small and deeply placed in the head
glanced swiftly over the congregation.

The preliminary services were conducted very quietly and
with reverence. The reading was somewhat monotonous
and with an U:p-and-down movement of the voice corresponding to the movement of the head to and fro all unconsciously. The prayers were direct and simple as a child's. No
rhetorical sentences, no artificial cadences of voice.
Then came the sermon. Th e text was always announced
simply and quietly. Not the slightest attempt appeared to
catch attention and excite a sensation. The phraseology was
briefly explained when occasion required. The context was
referred to-that the exact line of thought should be noted.
And the main truth was stated as a proposition with transparent clearness and simplicity.
Then came the exposition which was an evolution of the
main proposition into various heads. Not the traditional
"three heads" by any means. Sometimes four, sometimes five
or more were given. This evolution of the main thought was
affected by means of lucid statement and reasoning. The
truth was unfolded and defended against misconception
and cavil. And then as if with the thrust of Achilles' spear
the application was made to the hearer's conscience.
The manner at first was marked by the monotonous movement of voice already noted in the reading. The gestures
were constrained. The head oscillated. The large white
handkerchief crushed in the nervous hand swayed to and
fro somewhat like a signal flag seen at a distance. But as the
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argument proceeded these peculiarities and constraints
dropped from him like the Philistine cords from Samson's
mighty arms. The slender frame erected itself to the fullest
stature. The gesture swept freely through every arc of
emphasis. The voice grew in tone and volume. The eye that
slumbered in its depths when unmoved seemed to dilate
and flash as if it would read the secrets of your sinful heart.
vyhen you had time to think of the speaker a t all, you trembled lest the slight soul would burst before your very eyes
from its frail tenement. "If," said a brother in the ministry,
"the roof had been suddenly lifted from the walls and I saw
Dr. Thornwell like Elijah mount on a chariot of fire, it, I
believe, would have seemed exactly the right thing."
And when it was all over if your position permitted you
could see the passion fade from the face while a look of pallor resumed its wonted sway. The slender frame seemed to
collapse. 148
In June 1856 the session of First Church nominated John Lafayette
Girardeau as pastor, and Dr. Thornwell made an "earnest address" in
his favor at the congregational meeting. But a large m~ori ty of members was opposed to the election of a pastor at this time-and the session asked Dr. Thornwell to continue to preach. Three new ruling
elders were added to the session- Henry Muller,]. M. Gaston, and Fitz
William McMaster. Later that year Elder John Scott resigned as clerk
of session because of his conviction of his "utter unworthiness of the
office." The session entreated him to reconsider, stating that his reason for resigning "only strengthens our conviction of his fitness for the
duties he wishes to lay aside. " In December, however, the session
accepted Mr. Scott's resignation, and Mr. McMaster was elected clerk.
Centennial Sermon of William E. Boggs. Boggs (who became pasto r of First
Presbyterian Church, Columbia, in 1866) concluded his description of T hornwell's
preaching wilh Lhese words: "It is one of the mysteries of God 's providence, my
brethren in the ministry, Lhat feebler men like us should be called to take up the work
that dropped from such hands. Bul the preacher whom T hornwell most resembled,
as I think, comforts us with the saying that God has chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the mighty. And to Him be all the glory." Dr. Thornwell preached
the sermon on foreign missions at the 1856 General Assembly in New York City.
Robert Lewis Dabney-whose name would be linked with T hornwell's and Palmer's as
the three greatest nineteenth-century Southern Presbyterian leaders- was there.
Thornwell "preached a noble sermon," Dabney wrote; "he is a common-looking, liule
stoop-shouldered man; but he has a fine mind. His manners are very simple, friendly
and natural." Thomas Cary .Johnson, The Life and Letters of Robert Lewis Dabney (1903;
Edinburgh: T he Ban ne r ofTruth Trust, 1977), p. 163.
14
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Benjamin Palmer remained at the seminary for only a year. He
soon found-what his wife knew-that he had to have "a preaching
place." He supplied the Presbyterian church at Orangeburg-a congregation "too feeble" to support a pastor-and taught his classes at
the seminary, but he was not happy. "Academic life does not suit me,"
he wrote to John Adger, "as I have neither the taste nor the learning
for it, and as a professor [I] am only a wretched sham. "149 His students, however, did not agree with his opinion ofhimselfas a teacher.
They were impressed with his classes, admired his Christian walk, and
consulted him regularly with their problems and spiritual needs. But
Dr. Palmer was convinced that his true sphere was not in the classroom; his heart lay in the pastorate. Despite strong agitation in the
Presbytery of Charleston and Synod of South Carolina to keep him
within their bounds, the church courts finally relented and allowed
him to accept a call from the First Presbyterian Church of New
Orleans. According to Thomas Cary Johns,on, "thus nobly did the
noble Synod of South Carolina dismiss one of her noblest sons, whom
she had so longed to keep, to his great field of the Southwest. "150 In
November 1856, Benjamin Morgan Palmer preached a farewell sermon to his former church in Columbia and, still in his early prime,
departed for his new charge. Before many years his Columbia friends
would see him again, but not in the best of times.
During the early months of 1857 the church held its prayer meetings in private homes because the cold of the Lecture Room caused
many to stay away. Membership was now 188. A number of people
who were not members but "considering the subject of religion seriously" were attending the church. In September 1857, Mr. R. L.
Bryan was received upon examination. Because he did not know if
he had been baptized as an infant, h e was baptized a few days later
during the communion service. By April1858, the membership had
grown to 210. On April 2, 1858, Tyra, a slave belonging to Governor
Means, was admitted to membership. The next day, Dr. and Mrs.
Joseph LeConte were received. LeConte, a Georgian and a noted
physician and zoologist, taught at Oglethorpe University and the
9
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Johnson, Palme1; p. 166.

A

CITY SET ON A HILL

87

University of Georgia before coming to South Carolina College in
1857. He wrote in his autobiogra phy:
My life in Columbia was perhaps th e m ost pleasant in my
whole career. The society was the most refined and cultivate d I h ave ever kn own. My wife was delighted . Three institutions of learning, the South Carolina College, the
Theological Seminary, and the Militar y Academy (Arsenal)
formed the nucleus about which gathered many intellectual
men and women. Such men as Dr. Thornwel l, Dr. Palmer,
William C. Preston, and Wade H ampton are rare in any
communi ty. 151
Not everyone found Columbia so pleasant. A lightning rod salesman from New York wrote h ome on Novembe r 10, 1859, that Columbia "is a very dull place for th e size of it! ""'2
The Revival of 1858 th at tou ch ed churches on both sides of th e
Atlantic was felt in Colu mbia. For several weeks in the spring there
was preaching every night except Sunday in First Presbyteri an
Church 's Lecture Room-"i n consequen ce of the awakened interest
in religion which seemed to pervade the whole communi ty." The
n ext year, during the m eeting of the synod in Columbia, a motion was
m ade to invite a d elegation of Irish Presbyteri an ministers that was
touring the U nited States to visit the church es of the synod and tell
them about th e revival then in progress in Ireland. Dr. Thornwel l
moved that the motion be laid upon the table-pro bably because of
the well-known tenden cy of these Scotch-Iri sh brethren to protest
against slavery.
Dr. Thornwell was not well and, on May 10, 1858, the church asked
him to refrain from p reaching until October and "to u se such means
as h e [might] think proper for the restoration of his h ealth. " George
H e nry Coit, of th e seminary' s graduatin g class, was asked to supply
the pulpi t during th e summer. 153

"'' A Columbia Reader, p. 49. After the War Between the States, LeConte went to the
newly established University of California at Berkeley. His AutobiogmjJhy was published
posthumously in 1903.
12
r' A Columbia Reader, p. 49.
"'" George Co it, a native of Rhode Island, came to Columbia Seminary in 1855. He
spent his lo ng vacations in missionary work among lhe neglected people of the Sand
Hills near Columbia. He delayed beginning his ministry at the Presbyterian chu rch in
Americus, Georgia, to supply First Presbyterian of Columbia d uring Dr. T hornwe ll's
abse nce. He se rved the church in Americus for eig ht years. In 1865 he moved to
Illinois and was pastor of churches in that state until his death in Coll insville, in 1877.
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In February 1860, in order to retain the ministry of Dr. Thornwell
but "relieve him in a great measure of his pastoral and in part of his
pulpit labours," the session and the congregation called as its "collegiate pastors" Dr. Thornwell and Francis P. Mullally. Thornwell was
to divide duties with Mullally for nine months, taking three months'
"rest" in the summer. Mr. Mullally was ordained on May 4, and
Thornwell and Mullally were installed as copastors of First
Presbyterian Church. John L. Girardeau preached the sermon on the
text I Timothy 1: 11-"The glorious Gospel of the blessed God, which
was committed to my trust." "The incarnation, death, and resurrection ofjesus Christ, and the mission, supernatural influence and newcreating energy of the Holy Ghost-all tending to secure the redemption of miserable sinners, to the glory of God's grace"-these,
Girardeau told the crowded congregation, are the vital truths which
render the gospel "the glorious Gospel of the blessed God." Thomas
Smyth, pastor of Charleston's Second Presbyterian Church, gave the
charges. "Oh, my dear Brothers, preach ... Christjesus the Lord,"
he told the two ministers. "Preach this Gospel-this glorious Gospel
of good news-first and last, every way and everywhere, in public and
in private; in the pulpit and by the press; to the living and to the
dying; to the lost and to the saved." He continued:
Let the spirit of the Lord be upon you that you may know
how to speak a word to the weary, and of comfort to the
afflicted, and of consolation to the bereaved; that you may
be able to impart, out of a full soul, the comfort with which
you have been comforted of God; to bind up the brokenhearted; to give beauty for ashes, and the oil of joy for
mourning, and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; to weep with them that weep and rejoice with them
that rejoice.
Supreme love to Christ will animate you with one absorbing
passion-the love of souls-and concentrate and direct your
energies in seeking their salvation. Like Paul, you will joy
and rejoice to be offered upon the sacrifice of their faith. As
in the case of Whitefield, this predominant passion, this
enthusiasm, and even frenzy of love, will beam in your face,
flow in your tears, breathe in your devotions, and vent itself
in the impassioned eloquence of discourse. To this it willas with Martyn, and Buchanan, and Heber-sacrifice ambition, emolument, honour, social comfort and domestic
enjoyment. Infinitely and insatiably greedy of the conver~
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sion of souls as Alleine was, you will seem to your h earers as
McChey ne did, "as if dying to have them converte d"; as if
you felt it to be a greater pleasure , like Matth ew Henry, "to
gain one soul to Christ th an moun tains of silver and gold to
yourself'; and like Brainerd , "care not where or how you
live, or what h ardships you go through, so th at you may but
gain souls to Christ." Oh that you may so enter into this travail of soul that you may be able to say with holy Rutherfo rd,
"My witness is above that your h eaven would b e two heavens
to me, and the salvation of you all two salvation s to me. "15-1
To the p eople of the congreg ation, Thomas Smyth said: "May you
go forward prosperi ng and to prosper -a city set on a hill, a burning
and a shining light, provokin g all around you to love and liberality.
May strength go out of this Zion, and may you arise and shine, the
glory of the Lord having arisen upon you ." The impressive service
was over. The congreg ation, stirred and th ankfu l, congratu la ted one
another on the church 's prosp ects and filed by to shake the hands of
their new senior and junior pastors.
In June 1860, Dr. Thornwe ll made a second trip to Europe in an
effort to improve his h ealth. He wrote from Genoa, "I am greatly
deligh ted to hear that things are going so well in the church , and I
bless God that H e has given me such a colleagu e as Mullally. I anticipate a h appy time in cultivatin g with him the vineyard which God h as
entru sted to our joint care. "15"
In 1859 the n ew Baptist church was built-a brown brick edifice
with four large Greek Revival colu mn s- on Plain (Hampto n ) Street
halfway between Sumter and Marion. Former pastor J ames Boyce,
who had left Columb ia in 1855 to become professo r of theology at
Furman College, contribu ted $10,000 toward the new building .
Columbi a Female College, a Methodi st institutio n chartere d in 1854,
I!H George Whi tefield (1714-1 770) was o ne of the leading
preachers of the Great
Awaken ing. Henry Martyn (1781-1812 ), Claudius Buchanan (1766-1815 ), and Reginald H eber (1783-1826) were missionary leaders. Joseph Alleine (1611-1 681) was a
Presbyteria n and Puritan minister of England. Rober t Murray McCheyne (1813-1843)
was the saintly pastor of St. Peter's (Presbyter ian Church) in Dundee, Scotland.
Matthew Henry (1662-1 7 14), English Presbyteri an minister, wrote the famous
Commentary on the Bible. David Brainerd (1718-1747) served as a pioneer missionary to
the American Indians. Samuel Ruther ford (1600-1661) was a pastor and theologian
who was chosen one of the Sco ttish commissio ners to the Westminster Assembly.
155
J o hnson, Palmer, p. 461 .
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began classes in 1859 in a large Italianate building on Plain Street at
Pickens-a four-story structure with a tower nearly one hundred feet
high.
In 1860 Columbia's population was 8,052, but still it was only a fifth
the size of Charleston. At First Presbyterian Church, there were 253
communicant members; 34 of them were black people. The total sum
raised by the church for all purposes was $5,609.32. First Presbyterian
continued its work of missions-at home and abroad. The church at
Tekoah in the Sand Hills had for several years been led by the students of the Society of Missionary Inquiry at the seminary. Dr. Howe
or Dr. Adger went out for communion services. 156 Prayer meetings for
foreign missions were held in the First Presbyterian Lecture Room
every night during the second week of January 1860. During 1860
and 1861, the session investigated the possibility of building another
church in the city.
First Presbyterian Church's main missionary concern, however,
continued to be the Negroes of Columbia. In April 1860, George
Whitfield Ladson-a student at the seminary from Midway Church in
Liberty County, Georgia, and graduate of Oglethorpe Universitywas employed by the church (for $200 a year) to catechise and preach
to the slaves and free blacks. Mr. Ladson was given permission to use
both floors of the Lecture Room. His ministry was immediately successful, and a steady stream of black people began to apply for church
membership. Onjune 27, 1860, the session admitted fourteen slaves
and four free persons upon profession of faith, as well as two slaves
upon letters of dismissal. On October 9, nineteen slaves and one free
person joined the church upon profession of faith and three slaves
upon certificate and examination.
On March 27, 1861, the black members of the church met, with
Elder McMaster present by invitation, and unanimously passed the
following memorial:
Whereas the Coloured members of the Presbyterian Church
have during the past two years experienced great benefit
from the Religious instructions imparted to them by Mr. G.
W. Ladson which has added many members to the Church
Roll and which they seriously believe under Providence has
been the means of turning many Coloured persons from the

156
The last mention of the Tekoah church in the session records is dated October
6, 1877. It reports that a "body of Baptist brethren" desired to obtain the Presbyterian
church building. A committee was appointed to make the transfer.
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e rrors of their way, and building them up in the tr ue faith ,
they earnestly h ope that efforts will be m ade to retain his
services for the future.
T h e statement also urged the session "to u se every reasonable effort
to procure a more commodious place for Mr. Ladson's preaching
and, if it be thought advisable , to call him regularly so that his valuable services [might] be continued to them and their children a nd
the whole community. " Mr. Ladson was ordained by the Presbytery of
Georgia in April 1862 and continued his ministry with First
Presbyterian Church until the summer of 1863, when h e was granted
leave of absence for two m onths becau se of ill h ealth.
First Presbyterian Church was determined to be wh at Thomas
Smyth had challenge d it to be in his charge to the congregation in
1860-"a city set on a hill, a burning and a shining lig ht. " It reached
out to the slaves of Columbia and to the intellectuals of the college,
embracing both within its membership . The church's clear message
of God's redeeming grace rang from the great marble pulpit and was
n ot o nly h eard on Sundays but talked about during the week in college and seminary h alls, in places of business on Main Street, and in
homes-sma ll and great-throu ghout the town. Its members were a
substantial force for righteousnes s in the capital city, the county, and
the state.

Thomas Taylor and Benjamin Wru·ing urged the Rev. David E. Dunlap to accept the call to
preach at First
Presbyteri an Church and b ecome Columbia' s first resident minister. T h e le tte r, signed by these
two town commissioners , is dated March 30, 1794.
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Services of the First Pr esbyterian Church were h eld originally in the wooden State House, which was built in 1790
and faced Assembly Street.

I

.

.

f(l.r//ia;b;f.loui/v_/taluo·/!vi'Ub ._/,
.
. .
•'
C. TCa./.u•"udf.....11._'r•,.,..,v/u,tkva:y/pp!{.,,_,l,<v, (dj/llmd'7,-~~~
••

1

i

d'::J :./;11.vun'l<ll(t1v;{fv"f' OA/ fJL..:k~ {p:,._.t/.•UJa.:• o&_ t1Jf.t;f!' ~..doJ!:!TJ~
<La4 t/'

U.::L/..""" :tf.;.,...., cn~.:q~_l........, a.~.,~~-G-~tt;. ";1'7tl:- zr£

.

fiif-5.!£~f:j:;;;l±.c_;:;T~~~

.l
~

Jt'V aDfTzi' u.C-'?'L,..,~· /£.'- """""'a,{· p/~z;z:;v ~
v

.

/

/A<U-H,.

.

.

"'":"-~~ ~ , / - ~ /(-""~u-/9&-dt'uU

CJ -fr"- ~d4 /M-:·~ -~~?a~~~~ ,~ ?Jr-~a..D ..et:~r ''"·. tl..u..4...u ~--~ &>!4f) ~ "/~ ·-~~? /~ ~,U"" ~/a,<t/~/~.-4 ~ ~ /~ 'Y-'-""~ ~-;~~~*'

]
-~

Dj~ /-&-/'~"";'-~ l?(_v/~/"*1-'.,.,~~~ d~,_u~- ~.u... a~.s··./&41t:"~~

'o

-~A;Y 1 -{t'd-<!~.(~ "'- a/~./.l'~_et,,..;,
/~tUL- '~7- ~ czf-.,;_ a.~)'" "'"';~.""k a0') I) u,_ 4.0 tjv.?u ,,,..,.... 4. c/~.._t".a

~
~

F!f fJ".w~$ aa-M;e LV:{; _.;,.~ -~j<-d-#~

?

-faua... ~/?#out

u. 61!~;/ua ~ AaA nf-.MadJ ~d. ""a~~ ~ad .9'£~/at~J..Wu
tv'~ -~ r,~./4..,_;~ ~a.-~~/- 4J~/~ ~ a....&..,~-.u-.d,(~- ~~
a-nt. 17zw~a4v el'a~ ~~ arw~(~ . """ a.~? t!',.&.-.ha. ~a&~~ ?/J'7~~
flt-Jdtuj- £~ 11/u..~.,.. k ry,{!'..,c t!W..l~J~ "d~.C..u.:l.·!U/? a.u~~ .. ~~-Q-J:.. ;;. ~,z

Cn-jn~Uf- U<

aW If M

../"'-""'

f

t?dvm~ A a:A d. b M

/~J: ~t.W~U.o ~ <i~? 4 r~ ~f-7tu"".u~

tMU4d.

a./%_ .7....._

?/

g
~

]
-5

~

~ ~ a.a~ r./~ tl'..t~/h.. kk""' ~ ~-'"""" IZ/U/~?~

'o

·ik.d ~.l"/'f':Ch~ ~.IAfdMPhol'~/-.dAA- ./~~~ a#v14 ..4~ /.ll_?~"f'for/u;~~

86:

.dff

1M ..rd 1'~ aau 7 k.:; #-t. ..P"~ ~150 a./ ../iWlrfo/~? /~ uM-,1~ ~ ~ca.
) ....-4
At:./"":,.(,.,..... ? . f e..._M-...,....~ 4-u.r 4Jb a.- c/--4 ...---zt7. ~...., .,4-~ ,~ a.-•.o~1<

-rr

4~.d~~/£_,Ju.1;~~{J'~~ ~NU.Ld:OW~~f!~:dnfd,~I1-Jt.<~f1~/-~~~
~tt-fo,l,( k;#l(~?:-;X. """" JI/P JuJ ~Jd~..J_;~~
:' .'

i

~
~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Tllis act of the legislature in 1813 granted land on Marion Street to "the four named religious socie ties, the
Protestant Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian, Baptist and Methodist congregations of the town .. . forever."
The Presbyterians and Episcopalians paid the Methodist'> and Baptists one half the value of the land b ecause they
already h ad church buildings. The Presbyterians bought out the Episcopalians and became sole owners of the
property.

In 18 1.2, this petiliu~1 for iitcoqJomtio n of the church was signed by twenty members of the con-

gregation and subnutted to the State Senate.
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they tllay be enabl,d to make a full report to the
'!'eeting of the metnbers and supporters of the
Charch,
which will soon take plnce.
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Bids to erect a new church building
of Gothic Revival architecture were
solicited in The Daily South Carolinian
on August 19, 1851.
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FO R CH RIS T AN D
HI S CR OW N
The electio n of Abrah am Linco ln-"a section al candid ate,"
according to James Henley Thorn well-a s presid ent of the United
States create d a frenzy in the South. Colum bia's streets were filled
with excited audien ces listeni ng to speech es made from hotel porches and city balcon ies. The South Caroli na Conve ntion was called by
the state legisla ture to meet at Colum bia's n ew Bap tist church on
Decem ber 17 and quickly passed withou t dissen t a resolu tion in favor
of secess ion. The ordina nce was signed and procla imed in
Charle ston a few days later, the conven tion having moved there when
an outbre ak of smallp ox was report ed in Colum bia. By the first of
Februa ry 1861, five states -Geor gia, Florida , Alabam a, Mississippi,
and Louis iana-h ad follow ed South Caroli na; and oth er states were
ready to join them. Delega tes appoin ted by the conven tions in the
secedi ng states met in Montg omery , Alabam a, on Februa ry 4, 1861,
and framed a provis ional constit ution and govern ment for the
"Confe derate States of Ameri ca." They chose J efferso n Davis of
Mississippi as provis ional presid ent and Alexa nder H. Stephe ns of
Georg ia as provis ional vice-p residen t.
Rober t Lewis Dabne y of Union Semin ary in Virgin ia deplor ed the
action of South Caroli na and , for a time, trie d to keep Virgin ia from
follow ing her lead; but Benjam in Morga n Palme r, now pastor of the
First Presby terian Churc h of New Orlean s, did all h e could to furthe r
the secess ionist movem ent. His two-ho ur "Thank sgiving Sermo n" of

99

100

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

November 29, 1860-a departure from his lifelong policy of refusing
to deal with political questions from the pulpit-sounded the call for
"Southern rights" and helped bring Louisiana into the Confederacy.157 On the same day that Palmer was preaching secession in New
Orleans, the Synod of South Carolina declared that "the people of
South Carolina are now solemnly called on to imitate their revolutionary forefathers, and stand up for their rights."158
Mter secession became a reality, local military units from Columbia
and other places in South Carolina went to Charleston to help defend
that city. Charles S. Vedder, pastor of the Summerville Presbyterian
Church, wrote in his diary on January 2, 1861: 'The news from
Charleston continues to be warlike. A company went down today
from Columbia. Another has been sent for. Dr. Thornwell's son has
gone as a volunteer. Martial law is to be declared in Charleston
tomorrow, and the channel is being obstructed by sunken boats.
Great excitement everywhere." On April 8, 1861, Southern troops
opened fire on the Federal Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. The
fort surrendered on April 14, and the next day President Lincoln
declared that an "insurrection" existed and called for 75,000 volunteers to put it down.
In the spring of 1861, South Carolina presbyteries elected commissioners to the (Old School) General Assembly to meet in May in
Philadelphia; but after the bombardment of Fort Sumter in April,
none attended. At the assembly, although some commissioners were
determined to keep politics out of the deliberations, there was
intense pressure for support of the Union. Finally Dr. Gardiner
Spring, pastor of the large Brick Presbyterian Church of New York
City, introduced resolutions asking the assembly to call on its churches and ministers to do all in their power to "strengthen, uphold, and
encourage the Federal government." Charles Hodge, the great
Princeton professor, argued that the resolutions virtually declared
that such allegiance of Presbyterians to the government of the United
States was "a term of membership in our church" and thus usurped
the "prerogatives of the Divine Master." The "Spring Resolutions"
passed, 156 to 66; a protest against this "political deliverance" was
signed by Dr. Hodge and 57 others.

Throughout "the South Carolina belt of influence," Palmer's sermon was
praised, although some Southerners disapproved of a minister's expressing political
views in a sermon in church. It is said that Dr. Palmer later r egretted preaching the
'Thanksgiving Sermon," but he never abandoned the views expressed in his sermon.
158
Street, Southern Presbyterians, p. 54.
157
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Dr. Thorn well had return ed from Europ e in Septem ber 1860 much
improv ed in h ealth, but by the next year he was sufferi ng again. For
some month s, he was not able to carry his respon sibiliti es at First
Churc h. On July 10, 1861, he wrote to his colleag ue , Mr. Mullally,
from Sparta nburg (where he had gone to try to improv e his health by
drinki ng the spring waters of the upcountry) :
It m akes me sad at times to think of the burde n that has fallen on your should ers throug h my infirm ities .... It would
d elight my heart to b e able to join you in your ministry. The
people in Colum bia are very dear to me; and their spiritu al
interes ts are the burden of many a prayer . I canno t tell you
how much I am attach ed to the congre gation ; and if I could
serve them as in forme r days, it would be the joy and rejoicing of my heart. 159
In Novem ber, Dr. Thorn well asked the Charle ston Presby tery to dissolve his pastor al relatio nship with First Presby teria n Churc h. Mr.
Mullally contin ued alone as pastor.
By now, there was strong sentim ent for a separa te Presby terian
church in the South. The Metho dist church had divide d in 1844 and
the Baptis ts a year later; and on June 20, 1861, the dioces e of South
Caroli na voted to leave the Protes tant Episco pal Churc h in the
United States of Ameri ca. The Presby terian Synod of South Caroli na
had debate d overtu res calling for the organi zation of a separa te
South ern church as early as 1837 and again in 1860. Charle ston
Presbytery met in Colum bia onjuly 24, 1861, and voted to withdraw
from the Presbyterian Churc h in the United Sta tes and to app oint
delega tes to a conven tion to be held in Atlant a on Augus t 15. Every
presby tery in the secedi ng states severe d conne ction with the
North ern church and sent repres entativ es to Atlant a. There they
planne d for the meetin g of the Gener al Assem bly of a n ew Southe rn
Presby terian Churc h, to b e h eld in Augus ta, Georgia- a place "cen-

r' Palmer, Thornwell, p. 493. Thornw ell added the p layful comm
ent, "My wife is the
o nly Presbyte rian I have seen for so long a lime, that I have almost fo rgotten
how tha t
sour race looks" (p. 494).
1 9
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tral, retired," and "near to South Carolina," according to the Proceedings of the convention. 160
That meeting convened on December 4, 1861, at the First
Presbyterian Church of Augusta, Georgia. Fifty ministers and thirtyeight ruling elders from all forty-seven presbyteries of the ten
Southern synods presented their credentials and were enrolled. Most
of the leading men of the Presbyterian church in the South were
there, but Robert Lewis Dabney was missing. He now supported Virginia's secession and was already serving as chaplain to the
Eighteenth Virginia Volunteers. Two men stood out above all the rest
in the historic meeting in Augusta-both former pastors of th e First
Presbyterian Church in Columbia. 161 The young stenographer at the
desk, William P.Jacobs, wrote: "Dr. Palmer is beautiful, Dr. Thornwell
is strong; Dr. Palmer is polished, Dr. Thornwell wonderfully earnest;
Dr. Palmer is refined in thought, Dr. Thornwell is broad, deep,
clear. "IG2 The pastor of the Augusta church, who had invited the
assembly to meet there, was the "tall, pale, thin, intellectual-looking"
Joseph Ruggles Wilson. After a few years of itinerant ministry, he had
been called to the First Presbyterian Church in Staunton, Virginia, in
1854. In 1858 h e came to the church in Augusta, one of the South's
important pulpits. With him came his wife, Janet Woodrow Wilson,
and their three children, Marion Williamson, Annie Josephine, and
one-year-old Thomas Woodrow. At the General Assembly, Joseph
Wilson was elected permanent clerk and Benjamin Morgan Palmer
was unanimously chosen moderator.
It was still the morning of December 4 when Dr. Palmer gave the
opening sermon. His text was Ephesians 1: 22, 23, and his theme,
"The Supreme Dominion to which Christ is Exalted Head of the
Church, and the Glory of the Church in that Relation, as Being at
Once His Body and His Fullness." He touched on no political issues
and made only the briefest allusion to the current situation. Rather,
he set forth the purpose of the new church. I-Ie asked the question
"Do we understand, Fathers and Brethren, the mission of the Church
given us here to execute?" He answered:
um Street, Southern Presbyterians, p. 59.

161 Dr. Moses D. Hoge, at Dabney's funeral service, said: "Our Southern Church has
been dignified and adorned by an illustrious triumvirate . .. . No church on this continent has been more favored of Heaven than our own, in having at its very organization three such men as Thornwell, Palmer, and Dabney, each fitted, by splendid genius
and profound scholarship-alike consecrated to the noblest uses-to give direction to
its future life, and to enrich it for all time by their published contributions to theological science." Johnson, Dabney, p . 529.
162
Wells, Southern Presbyterian WoTthies, p. 31.
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It is to lift up throug hout the world our testim ony for this
headsh ip of Christ. The convoc ation of this Assem bly is in
part that testimony. But a little while since, it was attemp ted
in the most august court of our Churc h to place the crown
of our Lord upon the head of Caesa r-to bind that body,
which is Christ 's fulness , to the chario t in which Caesar
rides. The interv ening month s h ave suffici ently discov ered
tl1e charac ter of that State, under whose yoke this Churc h
was summ oned to bow her neck in meek obedie nce. But in
advanc e of these disclos ures, the voice went up throug hout
our land, of indign ant remon stranc e agains t the usurpa tion,
of solemn protes t agains t the sacrile ge. And now this Parliamen t of the Lord 's freeme n solemn ly declar es that, by the
terms of her great charte r, n one but Jesus may be King in
Zion. Once more in this distan t age and in these ends of the
earth, the Churc h must declar e for the suprem acy of her
Head, and fling out the consec rated ensign with the old
inscrip tion, "for Christ and his crown ."163
A specia l commi ssion, of which Dr. Thorn well was the chairm an,
was assigne d the task of preparing an "Addre ss to the Churc hes of
Jesus Christ throug hout the Earth. " On the eleven th day, Decem ber
14, it was presen ted to the assembly.
Read, and read again, amid the solemn stillness of an audien ce whose emotio ns are hushe d with awe, it was finally
adopte d and laid upon the moder ator's table; when, one by
one, the m ember s came silently forwar d and signed the
instru ment with their names . We were carried back to those
stirrin g times in Scottis h story, when the Solem n Leagu e
and Coven ant was spread upon the grave stone in Grey
Friar's Churc hyard, and Christ ian heroes pricke d their
veins, that with the red blood they might sign their allegiance to the Kingd om and Crown of J esus Christ, their
Lord and Head. 161
The war had alread y started when the commiSSIOners met in
Augus ta. The assemb ly conven ed, Joseph Wilson said, "unde r extraordina ry circum stance s, when the openin g roar of such a civil war as
the world had not hither to b eheld was causin g all the land to quake
Jr.:l

Johnson , Palmer, p. 261.

w·• Wells, Southern Presbyteria.n Worthies, p , 32.

104

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

with indefinable apprehensions. "165 The members of the assembly
were in full sympathy with the Southern cause; but "the court of the
church did not sound a call to arms, ' nor unfurl a flag, nor make an
announcement of political principles. The assembly began its work
with quiet dignity by declaring that the work of preaching the gospel
in all the world is the chief work of the Sou thern Presbyterian Church
and the great end of her organization. "166
A new chair at Columbia Seminary, for the teaching of the harmony of science and the Bible, brought to the school in 1861 distinguished professor James Woodrow (brother of Janet Woodrow
Wilson) . James was born in 1828 in Carlisle, England, of Scottish
Presbyterian parents. 167 His father became a missionary in Canada
and later a pastor in Ohio. James Woodrow graduated from Jefferson
College in Pennsylvania in 1849, served as principal of several academies in Alabama from 1850 to 1853, and then studied science at
Harvard University under the renowned Louis Agassiz. In 1856, he
was awarded the Ph.D. degree summa cum laude by Heidelberg
University. The Germans offered the brilliant American scientist a
full professorship at H eidelberg, but Woodrow wanted to return to
the Southern United States-a land and people he had come to love.
He became professor of natural science at Oglethorpe University
near Milledgeville, Georgia. One of the students he taught was the
Southern poet Sidney Lanier. In 1857 he married Felie S. Baker.
Felie's earliest. home was near the campus of Oglethorpe, where her

165
John M. Mulder, Woodrow Wilson: The Years of Prepanttion (Princeton, New Jersey:
Princeton University Press, 1978), p. 11.
w6 Wells, Southern Presbyterian Worthies, p. 156. The Presbyterian Church in the
Confederate States of America became, after the War Between the States, the
Presbyterian Church in the United States, or, more popularly, the Southern Presbyterian Church. The Southern New School Presbyterian Church united with the
PCCSA in 1864. The Old School and New School branches of Northern Presbyterianism united in 1869 as the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.
167
According to family lore, a seventeenth-century Scottish ancestor of J ames
Woodrow, also named james Woodrow, "was seven years old before he would speak but
a few broken words." His father feared a lack of intellect, but at last j ames overcame
his problem. 'The first time he spoke [clearly] .. . he repeated the Shorter Catechism,
which he had heard his brothers ge tting and repeating, without missing one word of
it, which surprised them all with much pleasure. Evidently the silent small boy had
been doing some close listening and thinking. The truth of the Shorter Catechism
had stirred his heart and loosed his tongue." See Marion W. Woodrow, ed., Dt:}ames
Woodrow as Seen by His F1iends (Columbia: R. L. Bryan Co., 1909).
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father, the Revere nd J. W. Baker, was profess or and pastor of the
church at Milledgeville. H e was ordaine d by Hopew ell Presbyt ery in
1859 so that he could preach in the mission church es near the university. Dr. Woodro w held that the work of his chair at the semina ry
was to show that objectio ns to the Bible b ased on science were founded eith er upon "scien ce falsely so-calle d" or upon "misint erpreta tion
of the Bible." His fundam ental thesis was that "the Bible and nature
are both from God. They cannot be contrad ictory. Appare nt conflicts arise from misinte rpretati ons of one, or the other, or of both.
Remov e th ese conflict s by ascerta ining and interpr eting correctly the
facts of both. "168
Columb ia was mobiliz ed for the Confed erate cau se. Virtuall y all of
the students at South Carolin a College volunte ered for military service, and in 1862 the college was closed and the buildin gs used for a
Confed erate hospita l. The Sevent eenth Regime nt of the South Carolina Volunte ers of the Confed erate States Army was organized in
Columb ia in Novem ber 1861, with former govern or J. H. Means as
colonel and Fitz William McMas ter as lieuten ant colonel .
Mr. McMaster, a membe r of First Presbyt erian Church , was born in
Winnsb oro in 1826. He studied at Mount Zion Institut e and South
Carolin a College . H e served at the college in various capacities- as
libraria n, treasure r, and secreta ry to the faculty. Meanw hile, he read
law in Columb ia, where h e was admitte d to the bar in 1856. Four
years earlier, h e had married Mary J ane Macfie, an 1850 gradua te of
the South Carolin a Female Institut e at Barhamville. At the outbrea k
of the War, Fitz William volunte ered as a private, did military duty in
Charles ton, and took part in the First Battle of Manassas. Mary Jane
always remem bered sending her husban d off to war "with his !mapsack p acked, and his sword buckled on." 11m
When New Orlean s fell to Commo dore David G. Farragu t's fleet
toward the end of April 1862, Dr. Palmer- looked upon by Union soldiers as a foment er of treason- was out of the city. Warned by friends
n ot to return, he met his family and traveled to Columb ia, where they
lived with Mrs. Palmer 's mother and stepfath er, Dr. and Mrs. Howe.
Dr. Palmer preach ed in a mission ch apel two miles from town and
taught the few student s left in the seminar y. This time h e taught sys-
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tematic theology, filling the sad vacancy left by the death of James
Henley Thornwell.
Dr. Thornwell's sixteen-year-old son, Gillespie, was wounded by a
saber thrust in a May 1862 battle in Virginia and came home to recover. Returning to the army, he said goodbye to his father in Charlotte,
North Carolina. They would not meet again on earth. 170 At noon on
August 1, 1862,James Henley Thornwell died in the home of friends
in Charlotte. His wife arrived from Columbia just before the end and
heard her husband's final words, 'Wonderful! Beautiful! Nothing
but space! Expanse! Expanse! Expanse!" 171 Dr. John Adger of the
seminary and Mr. Mullally conducted the funeral service at First
Presbyterian Church; the burial took place in Elmwood Cemetery.
On September 17, Dr. Palmer preached a memorial sermon at First
Church for his mentor and friend. "Our Chrysostom is no more!" he
said. "The 'Golden Mouth' is sealed up in silence forever!" 172
Historians agree that more than any other man, James Henley
Thornwell "molded and reflected the mind of Southern Presbyterianism in the decades preceding the Civil War. "173 Dr. Thornwell's great
concern was that the Presbyterian church should express not only in
its doctrine but also in its organization and life the great principles of
the Scripture. He elevated the role of the ruling elder, argued for decentralization-small committees directly accountable to the General
Assembly-and championed the doctrine of the spirituality of the
church. In 1847 he was elected moderator of the General Assembly
(Old School) at the age of thirty-four; he was the youngest man ever
to hold this office. In 1861 he was the moving force in the first
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate
States of America.
· In his 1986 Columbia bicentennial sermon, Dr. Glen Knecht, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, described Dr. Thornwell's life
and ministry:
Every time he opened his mouth, it was as if the cross stood
between himself and the audience. Each time he spoke the
whole gospel was somehow compressed into a single message. Men said that to hear one sermon of Thornwell's was
a life-changing experience, that nothing ever had touched
In August 1863 Gillespie was again wounded, this time fatally, in a skirmish near
Warrenton, Virginia.
17 1
Kelly, Preachers with Powe1~ p. 72.
172 Johnson, Palme1; p. 266.
173 Thompson, Presbyterians in the South 1:498.
170

\
\

FOR CHRIS T AND

Hrs CROW N

them like th,at. What a man he was, a geniu s by nature , a gift
of God, but sancti fied by grace and made into a power ful
instru ment of the Holy Spirit . He was sent forth, unlea shed
upon the world. So, he was a blessi ng not only to this
churc h, but to the university, to the state, indee d to the
nation . He guide d the life in the South for decad es by his
philos ophy, his appro ach to Christ ian living, his godlin ess,
his great wisdo m.
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TH ES E
CALAMITIES
In May 1863, th e Gene ral Asse mbly of the Presbyteri
an Chur ch in
the Conf eder ate State s of Ame rica met in Colu mbia
. As the elder s
were gathe ring, they recei ved the sad news that "Ston
ewal l" Jack son
had died on May 10 of the woun ds recei ved in his
last grea t flank
move ment . Sore ly miss ing the coun sel of Dr. Thor nwel
l, the Presb yteria n leade rs turne d their atten tion to bring ing
abou t "a unio n
betw een the Old and New Scho ol Presb yteri ans in
the Conf eder ate
State s" and to the matt er of "dom estic missi ons" and
"the relig ious
need s" of the soldi ers. They comm issio ned Benj amin
Morg an Palmer to spen d some time mini steri ng to the army.
Dr. Palm er went
imm ediat ely to Tenn essee , wher e he distr ibute d Chri
stian litera ture
and prea ched to the soldi ers. One day h e was prea
chin g in a rural
chur ch withi n the Conf eder ate lines but near the
Nort hern camp .
He had begu n his "long praye r," when a Fede ral shell
explo ded outside the windows of the chur ch with a terrif ic crash .
Dr. Palm er went
stead ily on with his praye r, but when h e finis hed and
open ed his eyes
the chur ch was deser tedl. 17'1 Dr. Palm er was one of 130
mini sters serving the Conf edera te Army; and their effor ts were
richly rewa rded
when , in 1863 and 1864, a revival came to the soldi
ers. The 1864
174

Theod ore L. Cuyler, Recollections of a Long Life: An Autobi
ografJh)' (New York: Baker
and Taylo r Company, 1902), pp. 221, 222.
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General Assembly heard with gratitude of "the wonderful work of
grace in our armies. "175
In June 1863 Francis Mullally resigned as pastor of First Presbyterian Church to enter the Confederate Army as chaplain in the Orr
Regiment of Rifles. When General Lee and his officers were preparing for the Battle of the Wilderness in early May 1864, they heard
Mullally-a very large man with a loud and musical voice-prayi ng
the Lord's Prayer as he marched in the front of General Samuel
McGowan's regiment. General Lee took off his hat and, with bowed
head, listened reverently until the soldiers had passed and Mullally's
voice could no longer be h eard. Then, turning to his staff, Lee said,
"That is one of the most impressive sights I have ever seen. "
When Mr. Mullally resigned, Dr. Palmer was asked to supply the
pulpit. Palmer h ad hurried back to Columbia in July 1863 to be with
his daughter, who was ill. She died a few days after h e came, and "they
laid her down in the beautiful [Elmwood] ceme tery to sleep until the
trumpet's call."17G Dr. Palmer gladly took up his old place at the
church-dur ing those times when he was not in the field serving as
chaplain with the armies-unti l the end of the war. He skillfully and
patiently combined his duties as chaplain , pastor, and seminary professor. As the war went on, however, there were few students, and the
seminary became mainly a place for sick or wounded soldiers.
One would know nothing about the War Between the States by
reading the minutes of the First Presbyterian session. While fear and
hope filled the minds and hearts of the elders and their fellow citizens, the session carried on its church work without distraction by
political development s. These Southern Presbyterian s were true to
the conviction of their greatest th eologian,Joh n Calvin, wh o had written, "Christ's spiritual kingdom and civil jurisdiction are things completely distinct. "177 The session minutes during the war years are filled
with records of the reception of new members, work with black people, baptism of infants, and church discipline. The first hint of the
war does not appear until December 4, 1864, wh en the moderator
read a certificate from the Reverend Francis Mullally, former pastor
and n ow chaplain in the Confederate Army, stating that h e had examined Captain James S. McMahon "touching his experimental knowledge of Christ," and recommendi ng that he be received into the communion of the church.
Street, Southern Presbyterians, p. 72. It is estimated that over 100,000 Confederate
soldiers were converted during the war years.
176
J ohnson, Palmer, p. 271.
177
J ohn Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion 4, 20, l.
175
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Despite the trials and suffering of the war, the church continued to
grow in m embership. On April 1, 1864, th ere were 365 communicants-ofwh om 105 were blacks. The amount of money raised for all
church purposes had increased from $5,609.32 in 1860 to $6,077.55
in 1864. All Presbyterian s, but especially the Negroes, were saddened
by the death of George Ladson on July 4, 1864. Many black members
had been added to the church during his brief ministry of four years.
At his fun eral, his black friends crowded the place of chief m ourners
and begged to b e allowed to b ear all the expenses of his burial and to
erect a monument to the me mory of "their beloved friend and pastor" in Elmwood Cemetery. 178
During the war years, only two elders of First Presbyterian Church
remained in Columbia: Andrew Crawford and Henry Muller- both
too old to join the army. Almost all the students at the seminary-as
well as every student at South Carolina College-lef t the lecture
rooms for the battlefields. All males from age sixteen to sixty-with
few exceptions- joined the Confederate Army. Dr. Woodrow enliste d as a private soldie r, but because of his knowledge of chemistry he
was assigned to assist Professor Joseph LeCon te in the laboratory at
the old fair grounds in Columbia. There they made m edicines for the
soldiers by clay; and at night, in the seminary chapel, Dr. Woodrow
continu ed this work assisted by his wife.
Presbyterian women-for years active in good works through the
Ladies' Orphan Socie ty and th e Ladies' Benevolent Associationh elped manage the Wayside Hospital, to which hundreds of wounded soldiers were brought from distant battlefields. Two lead e rs in this
work of mercy were Sarah Howe and Sarah Peele It was said that Mrs.
Peck, a gifted teacher, taught three generations of Columbians to
read and write. Mrs. J ames Macfie, beloved as a mothe r by the seminary boys, went as a volunteer nurse to the South Caro lina hospital in
Richmond. Sh e h elped search the ba ttlefields fo r the living and
prayed with many dying soldiers.
Almost every Sabbath when the congregation gathered, there were
n ew sorrows. Colonel William D. DeSaussure was killed at Gettysburg
and buried in the churchyard. One February Sunday in 1865, just
before he was about to enter the pulpit to preach, someone handed
Dr. Palmer a telegram that announced the death of a church m ember, slain in battle the day before. He was the husband of Palmer's
niece. "When the Doctor looked down from the pulpit to a seat nearby, his eyes met the wistful brown eyes of the young wife, who would
17
K
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for an hour listen to what he as God's minister would say, and thenceforth mourn the husband of her youth. "179
The year 1865 began with a gigantic bazaar at the old State
House-a breathtaking, three-day extravaganza for the benefit of
Confederate hospitals. Because trade was paralyzed by the Federal
blockade of the coast, Columbia's warehouses, basements, and outbuildings were bursting with cotton. The city's prewar population
had swollen to more than 25,000-half white, half black. A prisonerof-war camp inside the city limits held some 1,200 Federal officers.
During January and early February, General Sherman's army
marched from Savannah through South Carolina. The right wing
feinted toward Charleston and the left wing toward Augusta, freezing
the defenders around those cities. When both. wings crossed the
Edisto River, it became apparent that the whole army was going to
Columbia. On Thursday, February 16, the Federals reached the west
bank of the Congaree, overlooking the city. Retreating Confederates
had burned all the bridges into the city, but Union Army engineers
needed only twenty-four hours to build a pontoon bridge. Sherman 's
army of 62,000 soldiers poured into the city.
The next morning- February 17, 1865- General Wade Hampton
(who h ad bee~ ordered home from Virginia to help with his state's
defenses) realized that resistance was hopeless and advised Columbia's mayor to surrender. With great sadness Hampton turned his
horse eastward and rode slowly out of his beloved city and away from
his beautiful home-soon to be torched by Northern soldiers. By sundown, fires had begun all over Columbia. While some Federal soldiers pitched in to try to· put them out, others smashed fire engines
and cut the hoses. A large fire near City Hall lit the sky; a block away
flames shot up from the offices of the Southern Express Company.
Buildings downwind of burning cotton bales ignited, starting fires
everywhere. By midnight, a single fire was burning over an area nine
blocks long by four blocks wide. Witnesses would later compare the
drone of the wind-driven blaze to the noise of a waterfall. 180 Liquor
Johnson, Palme1~ p . 287.
This description of the fire is from Theodore Rosengarten, "New Views on the
Burning of Columbia," in The University of South Camliniana Society Fifty-seventh Annual
Meeting, May 21, 1993, p. 12. The most recent detailed analysis of the fire is found in
a book by Marion Brunson Lucas, Shennan and the Buming of Columbia (College
Station, Texas: Texas A & M University Press, 1976) . See also Chapter one ("The
Desu·uction of Columbia") in Charles Royster, The Desl'mctive Wm·: William Tecumseh
Sherman, Stonewall]achson, and the Americans (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1991).
179
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flowed freely as the fire whipped out of control. One Union soldier
wrote, "It is the biggest drunk and the greatest fire I ever heard of. "181
A modern historian describes the scene: "No one knew which way
was safe. The crowds in the streets-whit e women and children, a few
older white men, and black people of all ages-milled in diffe rent
directions, at cross purposes, trying to safegu ard possessions.
Hundreds of yelling, smoky-faced young soldiers were enjoying themselves. They snatched bundles and blankets, stole or broke valuables,
m ade jokes, and celebrated their revenge on South Carolinians. "182
Known to the Union soldiers as "the eloquent and violent divine,"
Benjamin Morgan Palmer was not safe in the city. 183 Urged by his family and friends, h e had sadly and reluctantly fled. At two o'clock in
the morning, his wife and children were told to leave their house
because a fac tory nearby was to be blown up. Carrying bundles of
clothes and bedding, th ey m ade their way amon g burning buildings
and trees to the h ouse of Dr. and Mrs. Howe on Blanding Street.
When fire was set to the Howe's home, they spent the rest of th e night
in th e streets, huddle d together around the few possessions th ey had
saved. Dr. Palmer's home was burned; all his papers, books, and possessions were ashes.
Elder Andrew Crawford, whose house was across from the church
o n the n orthwest corn er of Marion and Lady, had charge of the communion silver. As Sherman's army approach e d, he and his sister
worked for several nights removing one of the flagstones that formed
the floor of the basement, dug a h ole for a box containing the goblets, replaced the ston e, and moved a h eavy piece of furniture over
the spot. Mr. Crawford then took the bonds and securities of th e th eological seminary, of which he was treasurer, and quickly departed on
the Charlotte train for Chester. There he turned over the documents
to th e Reverend John Douglas, who buried th em at midnight in his
cornfield. When Mr. Crawford's h ouse was burned in the great fire,

A Columbia Reader, p. 61.
Royster, The Destructive lt\'~a~ p. 22.
IK~ A Columbia Rerulm~ p. 61. In the fall of 1866, Dr. Palmer preached in Dr. Henry
Van Dyke's church in New York City. A veteran of the Union Army asked who the wonderful preacher was. When he learned that he was Be1~jam in Morgan Palmer of New
Orleans, he exclaimed, "The archrebel of that name! He preaches like an archangel!"
J ohnson, Palmm~ 295.
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the church's communion silver-though blackened from the heatwas saved. 184
The seventy-year-old Agnes Law (widow of Elder William Law) lived
near Arsenal Hill in a three-story brick house with a slate roof and
large gardens. She, her sister, and her niece were there when Sherman took charge of the city. Four guards were assigned to the Law
house, apparently well-behaved and sober men. Mrs. Law gave them
supper; but when the city began to burn, the soldiers took lighted
candles from the mantelpiece and set the curtains in the upstairs
rooms ablaze. The women fled through the burning city to the Taylor
house, where they spent the night. A few days later, Mrs. Law "was
found in the corner of her garden under a miserable extemporised
shelter." She was taken to the seminary, where she lived the short
time before her death. 185
Mrs. Aaron Leland was sitting in her dining room with her husband-now an invalid-the night the city was burned. 186 A soldier
burst into the house and, rushing to the sideboard, grabbed a glass
decanter. Clara Lelarid attempted to take it from him. As they struggled, they were startled to hear the authoritative voice of a Union officer demanding, "How dare you attack a lady?" The soldier answered
in his own defense, "But she cussed me, sir, she cussed me!" The officer arrested the soldier and placed a guard at the home. When asked
what exactly it was that she had said to the soldier, Mrs. Leland, a cultured English lady, always replied, "I will not tell you. I did not know
I knew such words. "187
By six o'clock in the morning-February 18-the wind had shifted
and died, and the fire was at last contained. On the mild, sunny day,
smoke still rose from the rubble; occasionally a wall or chimney
crashed. A large part of the city consisted only of brick shells, blackened columns, and smoldering ruins, facing streets lined with bare,
blistered trees.188 Four hundred buildings had burned to the ground,

When individual communion sets replaced the old goblets during Dr. Andrew
Blackwood's pastorate, General Washington A. Clark, senior elder at First Presbyterian
and president of the Carolina National Bank, placed them in the vault of the bank.
For years after Clark's death, no one knew where the goblets were. The two bread baskets were still in use in the 1920s.
185
George Howe wrote, "She will be long remembered. In her hospitable mansion
many ministers of the gospel found a temporary home in days past. " Semi-Centennial of
the Theological Seminary, p . 145.
tsr. After the death of his first wife, Dr. Leland married Clara Blight, a native of
England, in 1859. He was incapacitated by a stroke in O ctober 1863.
187
Gist, Presbyterian Women, p . 301.
188
See Royster, The Dest-ructive Wm; p. 29.
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including the old State House. "The ancient homesteads wh ere h ave
gath ered sacred associations, the heritages of many generations are
swept away," eloquently wrote one of Sherman's aides-de-cam p. 1H\I
Washington Street Me thodist and Ebenezer Lutheran churches were
destroyed in the fire. First Baptist Church escaped, as did First Presbyterian Church, although the Presbyterian Sunday sch ool building
on Sumter Street was burned. 190 The communion p late was taken
from Trinity Episcopal Church , and its rectory and Sunday school
building were burned.
As Dr. Palmer returned and took up his ministry to the b rokenh earted city, people crowded First Presbyterian Church to h ear his
sermons. The first meeting of the session after the destruction of
Columbia was held on March 30, 1865. It began as u sual with prayer;
then , according to the minutes, "Mr. Thaddeus Street Burdell was
n ow examined tou ching his faith in Christ, and received into the
Communion of the Church. " When the subject of choosing delegates
to the spring meeting of presbytery was discussed, the minutes reported that no one was appointed "on account of the destruction by the
en emy of the rail roads leading from Columbia." Presbytery's "narrative" (or annual report) for 1865 stated that the members of the
Presbyterian church in Colum bia bore their "terrible afflictions with
patience, fo rtitude and uncomplain ing submission. God has not forsaken them to despair nor given them up to reb ellion in the midst of
th eir great distress. "191
The war took a terrible toll on South Carolina. Charleston Presbyte ry covered a desolate d territory, with a scattered and impoverish ed
m embership and a disorganized and weary ministry. Many Columbians were homeless and without protection, wandering about the
streets. A number of families quartered for d ays in the Presbyterian
graveyard. There was little food; coffee was made from okra seeds,
cottonseed, or sweet potatoes- cut up, dried , and parched. Often
there was neither sugar nor milk. But the p eople sh ared with each
other, and the widows and orphans were cared for. One wom an said,
"I n ever doubt God takes care of me. On one occasion when I lacked,
A Columbia Reader, p. 63.
According to local lore, Sherman's soldiers were determined to destroy the
Baptist church because it was the first site of the "rebel convention." They were prevented from doing so, however, by the loyalty of the Negro sexton , who deliberately
misled them by pointing to the old Baptist frame building on the corner. Other
accounts state that the sexton sent the troops to Washington Street Meth odist Church,
which was soon in flames! See Huff, Tried by Fire, pp. 39, 40.
191
Jones and Mills, History, p. 106.
189
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I earnestly prayed; and upon going into a vacant room, I found food:
coffee, sugar, flour. An angel brought it." Someone hearing this story
responded, ''Yes and old Mrs. Howe was the angel! "192
Mter a trek through the upper part of the state, Julian Selby and
some fellow newspapermen found enough printing supplies and
equipment to start The Columbia Phoenix; "from the ashes of the city,"
the first issue appeared on March 21, 1865. Columbia began to rebuild its homes, schools, and churches-and its hopes. Believing
firmly in the sovereignty and providence of God, the people of First
Presbyterian Church often prayed words similar to those of the Synod
of North Carolina, that God would "overrule all these calamities for
His own glory. "193

192

s., p.
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Mary P. Irvine and Alice L. Eastwood, Pioneer Women of the Presbyterian Chw'Clt U.
295.
Street, The Stary of Southern Presbyterians, p. 67.
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The ruins of the church's first Lecture Room, in the 1700 block of Sumter Street, were photographed after it
burned in the great conflagration of 1865.

A new Lecture Room was built in 1873 behind the church on Lady Street. It was give n to Eau Claire
Presbyterian Church and moved there in 191 2.

This broken column, which was retrieved from the State House grounds, was erected in the
churchyard in 1920 as a memorial to the eighty-six church members who served in the
Confederate Army. Twenty-four of these men lost their lives.

1866

1888

1922

1925

1983

The first pipe organ, opposite left, was installed in 1866 in the choir loft in the rear balcony.
The second one,
opposite right, was installed in 1888 in the new choir loft at the front of the sanctuary. It was replaced
in 1922 by
a Pilcher organ, top, which was enlarged in 1925 when d ecorative pipes were replaced by a grill,
lower left. A
Casavant organ installed in 1980 was destroyed by fire in 1982 and was replaced by the present organ,
lower right.
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The First Presbyterian Church celebrated its Centennial in 1894. The church was organized in 1794, but because
certain Presbytery requirements for church government were not completed, ordination of the first pastor was
postponed until June 4, 1795.

CHAPTE RIO
-------- ~ --------

MAN Y COL ORE D
RAINBOWS
The spring of 1865 was a time of disaster for the South. H er capital fell, h er armies surrender ed, and her land was p lundered . The
mood of Congress was re taliatory, and n early all white Southerne rs
were disenfranc hised. The region was divided into m ilitary districts
and subj ected to martial law; the "Reconstr uction Era" h ad begun.
Thomas Cary Johnson , in his biography of Benjamin Morgan Palme r,
called these years "the period of military rule and re-destruc tion. "194
Governme nt, ch arac terized largely by corruptio n and misrule,
cau sed great appreh en sion and confusion . Of greater immediate
concern, h owever, was the need to survive. The war's destructio n and
several years of poor harvests forced many Columbia ns of both races
to think about moving elsewh ere. In October 1866 half of all Richland County residents, m any ofwhom were black, were destitute. At
th e end of this tragic year, the generosity of many former masters
saved scores of lives of the helpless freedmen and their families.
No meeting of th e Southern Presbyteri an General Assembly could
be h eld in May because of the "extremely agitated state of the country. "1\15 It was not until December , after the war was over and th e Confederacy dissolved, that the assembly convened in Macon, Georgia.
Dr. George Howe was elected moderato r and presided with grace and
194
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dignity. There was a deep conviction that God had raised up the
Southern church for a special witness to the "crown rights of the Redeemer." The Macon assembly adopted a new name-The Presbyterian Church in the United States-and made plans for its foreign
mission work. "We can scarcely set up a claim to be regarded as a true
branch of the Church of Christ, or take an honorable place in the sisterhood of evangelical churches," Dr. Leighton Wilson told the commissioners, "unless we keep this object constantly and distinctly before our minds. "196 The next year a mission to China was approved,
and the first missionary sailed in 1867. Within a few years, Southern
Presbyterians were serving in Italy, Colombia, Brazil, Mexico, Greece,
and Japan. Southern New School Presbyterians had joined their Old
School brethren before the war was over. Union with the Associate ·
Reformed Presbyterian Church was declined by that denomination,
but its Alabama and Kentucky presbyteries joined the PCUS by 1869.
Columbians accepted defeat with dignity and courage, and the city
began to put its life back together. People rebuilt their homes and
businesses and cleaned up the debris from their streets. Soldiers returned, but many homes were permanently saddened with the loss of
a father, a brother, or a son. Colonel Fitz William McMaster came
back in August 1865 after spending four months in prison at Fort
Delaware. He had been wounded at Sharpsburg in September 1862;
and upon the death of Colonel Means in the Second Battle of
Manassas, he had succeeded to the command of the Seventeenth
South Carolina Regiment.
On December 19, 1865, the legislature called for the reopening of
South Carolina College as the University of South Carolina-modeled on the plan of the. University of Virginia. Columbia Seminary
had already resumed its classes in September. Its able facultyGeorge Howe, John B. Adger, and James Woodrow-was soon
strengthened by the coming ofWilliam S. Plumer, in 1867, as professor of theology, and Joseph R. Wilson, in 1870, as professor of pastoral theology and preaching. Dr. Plumer, a native of Beaver County,
Pennsylvania, studied at Washington College in Lexington, Virginia,
and at Princeton Seminary. He became an Old School Presbyterian
leader and was elected moderator at the crucial assembly of 1838.
That same year he received five honorary doctor of divinity degrees
(and in 1857 the doctor of laws from the University of Mississippi) .
196

Street, Southern Presbyterians, p. 82.
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Dr. Plumer had served churches in the South from 1827 to 1854,
when h e was called to Western Theological Seminary in Pittsburgh as
professor of theology. The "nearest approach to a pacifist the [Presbyterian] church produced during the [Civil] war," Dr. Plumer was
accused of disloyalty to the Union, and his connection with Western
Seminary was terminated in 1862}97 He then preached in churches
in Pennsylvania until h e came to Columbia. With his maj estic stature,
white h air, and long, snowy beard, h e was soon a familiar and impressive figure in Columbia. Dr. Wilson, also originally from the North,
came to the seminary from his pastorate in Augusta, Georgia. Students who had b een Confederate soldiers m oved into the seminary
halls, attended lectures by day, and listen ed at night, as their predecessors h ad , to the murmur of the wind in the tall pines. Dr. Adger
and Dr. Woodrow worked in the chapel-originally the carriage
house of the mansion that was the seminary's main building- to put
into final shape th e Book of Church Order for the Presbyterian
Church in the United States.l!18
Columbia's churches carried on valiantly despite destruction and
poverty. Its sanctuary and most of its "provision stores" destroyed ,
Eben ezer Lutheran Church met in its Sunday school room until a
new church could be built in 1870. The Ebenezer ch oir was given
psalm books by First Presbyterian Church, wh o also lent the Lutheran s communion vessels. The congregation of Washington Street
Methodist Church salvaged bricks from the ruins of its church and,
using unlimed red mud for mortar, built a ch apel that served them
for ten years. First Presbyterian Church's Temporal Committee collected provisions and articles of clothing to distribute to the n eedy.
Many frie nds attempted to persuade Dr. Palmer to continue as pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Columbia, but h e was constrained
to return to his people in New Orleans-as he wrote-to "gather up
the fragments of our scattered congregation, and to share with them

7
1!>
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Louis C. LaMotte, Coloml Light: The St01y of the Influence of Colwnbict Theological Sem1928-1936 (Richmond, Vi rginia: Presbyte rian Committee of Publicatio n, 1937),

p. 143.
H>K William Childs Robinson, Columbia native and la ter p rofessor at the seminary,
wro te in his history of Columbia Seminary: "Perhaps th e license will be allowed, of recalli ng, in this connecti on, tha t the llook of Church O rde r for a Ch urch whic h g lories
to acclaim Him alone as King wh o was c radled in a manger, was composed in a h ouse
built fo r a carriage-stable ." William Childs Robinson , Columbia. ThPological Semi·n m)• and
the Southern Presbyteriau Chmdt, 183 1-1931 (Deca tur, Georgia, c. 1931), p. 94.
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the poverty to which we will be reduced together. "199 In February
1865 he went back to New Orleans. For the next thirty-seven years he
preached the gospel and served as the pastor not only of the Presbyterian church but-more and more. of the whole city.
Dr. Howe again became the stated supply pastor of First Presbyterian during 1865 and the first half of 1866. Gentle and humble,
Howe-a large man who walked with a crutch-moved among the
people with words of comfort and preached with love and power. On
May 13, a grateful congregation expressed its appreciation to him
and reviewed its own trials of the past year in a resolution adopted at
a congregational meeting:
Since the destruction of Columbia by Gen. Sherman's forces
in Feb., 1865, the pulpit of this church has been supplied by
the Rev. Dr. Howe. Stricken as we were by the remorseless
hand of the enemy, our city burnt, our means of support destroyed, our families scattered, many of us without a shelter
of our own, and living under the hospitable roof of some
kind friend, the struggle for existence was so great, that any
effort on the part of the congregation to obtain a pastor, deprived as we were of resources to supply his wants, would
have been futile.
During the whole of this period, with saddened feelings at
the termination of the struggle which had elicited the hearty
prayers and most earnest aspiration of our people, together
with the crushing weight of our private misfortunes, when
the consolations of religion were so much needed; when we
needed some faithful man of God to impress upon us the _
vanity of human affairs, and to entreat us to build our hopes
of happiness on the only safe foundation- the principles of
a true and vital religion-and to point us to the Lamb of
God, who alone can take away the sorrows as well as the sins
of the world; Dr. Howe, with a sympathetic heart, and ample
learning, Sabbath after Sabbath broke to us the bread of life.
For more than a year he has continued to serve us unmurmuringly until the present time, when the congregation has
been enabled to relieve him, so as to allow him to devote his
energies more uninterruptedly in his appointed vocation as
Professor of the Theological Seminary.

199
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While we have suffered most grievously by the war which has
slain many of our people and desolated our b eautiful city, as
a congregation we must be devotedly thankful to God that
we have been in reach of the droppings of the sanctuary,
and should express our obligation to the eminent minister
of the Gospel who has served us so acceptably.
Therefore, be it resolved, that the congregation of the First
Presbyterian Church of Columbia do hereby return to the
Rev. George Howe, D.D., their profound acknowledgmen t
of his services in preaching to them since the burning of Columbia-a service he had to perform under great d ifficulties, but which we believe has redounded much to the benefit of this church and to the interests of true religion; and
that in severing their connection with him as stated supply,
they invoke God's choicest blessings upon him, his family,
and the institution of which he has been an ornament for so
many years.
Dr. and Mrs. Howe were greatly loved by all Columbians and by
Presbyterians throughout the South. At their home on Blanding
Stree t, they h ad taken in many friends and strangers; it was said th at
they had entertained and h oused every missionary of the Southern
Presbyterian Church! 200
Beginning in May 1866, the Reverend William E. Boggs, pastor of
the Presbyterian church in Winnsboro, filled the pulpit of First
Church; in October, he became the pastor at a salary of $1,500 a year.
In order to raise this amount, pew rents were increased and some
5,000 bricks from the ruins of the Sumter Street Lecture Room were
sold for $65.00.
William Boggs was born on May 12, 1838, at Ahmadnagar, India,
where his parents were serving as Presbyterian missionaries. He graduated from South Carolina College in 1859 and entered Columbia
Seminary, attending First Church where he sat spellbound under the
preaching of James Henley Thornwell. In 1861 Boggs joined the
troops defending the coast of South Carolina after the fall of Fort
Sumter. Becoming chaplain of the Sixth South Carolina Regiment in
1862, he continued until General Lee's surrender at Appomattox on
Mittie Bullock, mother of Theodore Roosevelt, was a distant relative and frequent
visitor.
200
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April 9, 1865. Boggs was impressed that Lee's eyes flashed as he rode
into battle in the same way as did james Henley Thornwell's when he
debated and preached!
Dr. Boggs carried on the great tradition of preaching at First Presbyterian Church. A seminarian who worshiped there for three years
later described his impressions:

\
\

How almost adoringly the village boy had looked up to the
young and gifted Wm. E. Boggs as h e stood in that marble
pulpit! It seemed to me that I would just die if I had to stand
in that elegant old church and th·a t grand pulpit and try to
preach! I have since heard Palmer, Girardeau, Hoge, John
Hall, and a host of others; but in those three years I got as
much from the interesting and eloquent expository sermons of Wm. E. Boggs as from any Professor in the Seminary. He taught me "how to do it" by-doing it!w 1

Session minutes reflected some of the difficulties facing the members of the church during these years. But they did not lose hope;
bravely and with faith in God they faced the future. Injanuary 1866
it was reported that the children ofjohn and Anne E. Davis were baptized at home "on account of the difficulty of their being brought to
the church under the present deranged condition of the country." In
1866 First Presbyterian Church purchased its first organ from Grace
Episcopal Church in Charleston for $1,400. The organ had been
brought to Columbia for protection during the war. It escaped d amage when Columbia was burned and was installed in "the choir loft
over the front door" (rear balcony) of the church. 202 Its music
cheered the little congregation as they gratefully worshiped God in
their beautiful building-thankfully spared the destruction that
marred so much of the city. On October 9, 1867, the membership of
the church was approximately 150. There were 70 in the white Sunday school and 235 in the colored Sunday school.
The church faced a struggle to survive financially. During the summer months of 1868, collections were taken on Sunday evenings to
Woodrow,James Woodmw, p. 104.
No record of the o rganists who played that instrument for the next twenty-two
years has been found. Nor is the make known. However, since Henry Erben of New
York City had built seventeen organs in Charleston churches by 1845, it is likely that
the organ from Grace Episcopal was also an Erben organ. Old photographs of the
organ show remarkable resemblance to the Erben organ case in the French Huguenot
Church in Charleston.
~
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pay for the use of the gas ligh ts; and in September the evening se rvice
was changed to afternoo n to save both light and heat. The organist
was not paid for a whole year. The church could not afford to purchase n ew hymn b ooks. A graduate d scale of p ew rents was adopted
to produce a $3,000-i ncome, although the responsi ble committ ee was
careful to point out that "the valuation s m ade in a very few instance s
only are more than have heretofo re been customa ry in this church,
and at less rates than obtain in the o ther church es of our city, an d
very much less than are found in the churche s of our denomin ation
elsewh ere." The committee went on to state that it did not observe
"any particula r discoura ging feature" in the financial matters of the
church -"especi ally so, if the pew h olders will but recogniz e in this
m atter the same interest, the same attention , and the sam e promptitude that they give to their private ma tters. " Durin g 1868 and 1869,
several "inmates of the poor house" j oined the church- the first reference to su ch people in the session minutes. Though impoverished
th emselves, th e members of First Presbyte rian attempte d to h elp others. On Novemb er 25, 1866, th ey sent a collectio n to support a m issionary to the destitute churche s on the South Carolina coast. Money
was received to h elp widows and orphans of deceased ministers . In
1871 First Church was giving h alf of each Sunday's offering to th e dom estic mission fund of presbyte ry to help its strugglin g churches .
Charlest on Presbyte ry a ttempted to carry on its work, but in April
1867 it met with only five ministers and not a sin gle ruling e lder. Several more minister s arrived the second day, and one eld er. But there
were hopeful signs-th e gath ering of congreg ations, revival in several
church es, and a "ch eering number " of "earnest and pious" students
in the seminar y. The presbyte ry took up again its efforts among the
African American s.
Blacks- no longer slaves after Emancip ation Day (Ja nuary 1,
1863) -continu ed to be p art of the First Presbyte rian Church family.203 The session minutes of April 6, 1867, state that "Annie Holmes
(colored )" h ad b een visited regularly for m onth s and found "peniten t
and b elievin g." On h er sickbed sh e was examine d by the pastor and
admitted to the commun ion of the church by vote of session. A few
d ays later she died.
20 1
: Prior to Emancipat ion, session records use servant
(for slave) and freeman (for free
black); after January 1863 freedman, co/.ored, person of calm~ and (for the first time in
1869) blach were used to designate African Americans.
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B~thel Mrican Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in 1866
and met in a former sword factory on Wayne Street, then in a blacksmith's shop on Sumter Street. 204 In 1868, Ladson Memorial Chapel
was built; for black Presbyterians, on the Sumter Street property next
to t~e lot upon which the First Presbyterian Church Sunday school
building had stood until destroyed in the burning of Columbia in
1865.205 The church was served by a white minister and managed by .
him and "certain colored persons ... annually nominated by vote of
the colored members." The final authority rested with the session of
First Presbyterian Church until Ladson was organized as a separate
church in October 1874. Some blacks joined the new church, but
others preferred to keep their membership at First Presbyterian. 206
Southern Presbyterians soon lost their ministry" among the Negroes,
however, as the former slaves moved either to the new Northern
Presbyterian churches that had been established in the South or to
other black churches.

\
\

On June 13, 1869, W . ]. Duffie and Eben Stenhouse were elected
elders. The session met in the homes or shops of its members, at the
chapel of the seminary, and occasionally at Ladson Church. The elders examined persons for membership, sometimes postponing
action in order to give someone "further time to test his [or her]
experience." Reception of new members was less rigorous than in the
earlier period, but there was still the note of care and spiritual concern in the minutes. The session watched over the church servicespreparing "a notice of admonition" for the pastor to read from the
pulpit, correcting disorderly conduct of some persons at the Sunday
evening services, and requesting that the organist shorten his preludes! Remaining displeased with the organist's performance, the
session, a few months later, sent the clerk to ask him "to discontinue
the voluntaries before service." Just after the war there were almost
no discipline cases. Nothing of this nature appears in the minutes
~o~ The present Roman esque Revival brick structure on Sumter Street was designed
by John Anderson Lankford, one of the first registered black architects in the United
States. While it was being constructed, the congregation met at First Presbyterian
Church .
20
} This property had been given to First Presbyterian Church in 1831 by Mr. Caleb
Barnes and Mrs. Mary Quigley. The lot where the Sunday school building h ad stood
(given to the church by Abram Blanding in 1828) continued in the possession of First
Presbyterian Church until 1937, when it was sold to the Davis Hotel for $2,500.
200
Ladson Chapel was burned in 1892, and the present church was built on the site
in 1896. The title to the property was transferred to the Ladson trustees in 1895.
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until Februa ry 28, 1870-w hen the old problem of "intoxic ation"
again faced the session.
- . rs-:

By 1870 Columb ia had begun to recover from its disastro us fire. A
Scottish visitor reporte d:
Columb ia is a city of such magnif icent distanc es that a
strange r is never quite sure when he is in it or out of it. ...
The town is being built up new by degrees , and many fine
brick houses have been erected since the close of the war.
But what magnif icent outline s of streets, sweepin g spaciously for miles over the heights and hollows of that rich
landsca pe, having rows of fine old trees on either side, and,
intersec ted by other wooded avenue s equally broad and
long, openin g up in all directio ns the most delight ful vistas!2o7
The much-l oved Robert E. Lee, now frail in health, stopped in Columbia on his way to Florida late in March of 1870. "Stores were
closed for the occasio n and, despite rain, hundre ds flocked to the
Charlot te depot where a grizzled veteran , tears in his eyes, yelled, '
'Gener al, we were overpow ered, not whippe d!' Whereu pon the
throng took up the cry-'ov erpowe red, not whippe dl"'208
-·~

In Decem ber 1870 Dr. Boggs receive d a call from the Second Presbyteria n Church of Memph is, Tennes see. To encour age him to stay
in Columb ia, First Church raised his salary to $2,500 and the Presbytery of Charles ton refused to dissolve his relation ship with his congregati on; but Boggs "conclu ded it was his duty to accept the call."
The congreg ation regretfu lly concur red; and on Januar y 7, 1871, h e
preach ed his farewell sermo ns-in the mornin g at the church , in the
afterno on to the Sunday school, and at night to the people of Ladson.20~ Joseph R. Wilson, now a profess or at Columb ia Semina
ry and
207
208

209

A Columbia Reader, pp. 77, 78.
Moore, Columbia, p. 261.

Boggs served the Memphis Church until 1879, when his wife's health-shattered

by an attack of yellow fever- required a change of climate. He was called
to Central

Church in Atlanta. From 1882 to 1885 he was back in Columbi a as professor of ecclesiastical history and church governm ent at Columbi a Seminary. In 1885 he again
became pastor of Second Presbyter ian in Memphis . He served for one year (1889)
as
chancello r of the University of Georgia and in 1900 was called to the First Presbyter ian
Church of Jacksonville, Florida. Boggs was elected moderato r of the General Assem-
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an eloquent preacher, was asked to serve as stated supply. Dr. Wilson's colleague at the seminary, WilliamS. Plumer, was elected moderator of the Southern Presbyterian General Assembly of 1871.
The summer of 1871 was so hot that the session discontinued the
evening service. Preaching and worship services, baptisms, and celebrations of the Lord's Supper continued regularly, however-both at
First Presbyterian and at Ladson. Dr. Wilson was assisted by William
S. Plumer and other guest ministers. Sunday school enrollment averaged five hundred. Three of the elders and a number of other
members taught the children the Scriptures, the Confession ofFaith,
and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.
On October 1, 1871, the church joyfully welcomed Dr. Palmer back
to preach both morning and evening. It was Communion Sunday.
"Doubtless to many of God's children," the session minutes reported,
"it was a feast of fat things." The next summer-on June 30, 1872Dr. Palmer was again in Columbia. He preached in the morning and,
in the evening, baptized Benjamin Palmer McMaster, infant child of
Colonel and Mrs. F. W. McMaster.
First Church continued to face financial difficulties. In 1867 its income amounted to only $1,167.63 (down from $6,077.55 in 1864); by
1872 it was $3,816.72. But in 1877, the church was in the unusual position of not being able to contribute anything to Charleston Presbytery for home missions-"being unable for some time past to meet
its regular obligations." Still it did what it could locally. By 1872 members were conducting a mission chapel at Barhamville, built on a lot
deeded to the church by Mrs. Benjamin Harrison in 1870.
At the corporation meeting in May 1872, the members passed a
resolution asking that the session "take into consideration the propriety of the appointment of Deacons in this congregation to complete the organization of this Church on the model contained in the
Scriptures and exhibited in the standards of the Presbyterian
Church." Throughout its history, First Church h ad operated with a
session and a Temporal Committee but no deacons. In 1873 the session met to consider "the repeated requests" of the congregation for
deacons. Dr. Howe, who served as moderator in the absence of Dr.
Wilson, read various passages of Scripture "which appear to warrant
the office in the Christian Church and cited the opinions of the early
fathers bearing upon the duties of the deacon." The session then
bly- the fifth pastor of First Presbyterian Church to be so honored. The others are
James H. Thornwell, Benjamin M. Palmer, George Howe , and john H. Bryson. Seminary professor Charles R. Hemphill, who served as stated supply in 1883, was also moderator of the assembly.
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nominated several men; and in January 1874 William Sloane, W. A.
Clark, George Howe, Jr., and A. G. Brenizer were elected as deacons.
The corporat ion continue d to exist (for strictly-c orporatio n matters) ;
but from now on the business of the church was conduct ed by thesession and the deacons in proper Presbyte rian fashion.
Dr. Wilson continue d to fill the pulpit, while the session- urged on
by the congreg ation-to ok steps to call a pastor. On October 11,
1872, Wilson resigned , stating that h e feared he was "in the way" of
the church's securing a regular pastor. The session accepted his resignation -with praise for his earnest preachin g and "kindly and genial deportm ent" that had endeare d him to the congreg ation-an d
asked him to continue to fill the pulpit while they took steps to call a
pastor. Several minister s declined calls to First Presbyte rian. Dr. Wilson resigned again in July 1873 "to relieve the Session of all embarrassment ," bu t apparent ly he resented the loss of his pulpit and its income. When Wilson and John Adger tried to institute compuls ory
Sunday morning chapel services at the seminar y-in obvious conflict
with the services at First Presbyte rian Church -a battle erupted at th e
seminary that divided students , faculty, and trustees, and reached the
General Assembly. For three days the 1874 assembly debated the
issue, before finally voting, sixty to fifty-three, to recomm end that attendance at the seminary worship service be made voluntar y. Dr. Wilson immedia tely resigned from the seminary faculty and soon accepted a call to the First Presbyte rian Cl;mrch of Wilming ton, North
Carolina .
During their almost four years in Columbi a, the Wilsons lived first
in a house at Pickens and Blanding streets and then built a fine house
on Plain (Hampto n) Street, which they planned to make their permanent home. Mrs. Wilson planted tea olives, magnolia s, and dogwood trees in the garden. The city, the seminary , and the church had
pleased Dr. Wilson; and the family enjoyed living in Columbi a. Years
later Woodrow , or Tommy as he was called in his youth, rememb ered
"[his] own very h appy boyhood in Columbi a."210 He attended classes
in Charles H. Barnwell 's "select school for boys," which opened in the
fall of 1870 across the street from the Wilson's first home . There were
three students -"Thom as W. Wilson, James H. Baldwin, and one of
the McMaste r boys." Young Wilson was "extreme ly dignified " and
had "a queer way of going off by himself," his instructo r noted. 211 He
Mulder, Woodrow Wilson, p. 37.
Albert Davis, "Soj ourn of a Future President in Columbia," Sandlapper, January
1970, p. 29.
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became an avid reader and was entrusted with the key to the seminary library. During vacation, Tommy Wilson and his friends spent
the hot days swimming in the Congaree Canal and visiting Columbia's ice cream shops. Tommy was converted as a seventeen-year-old
boy in the seminary chapel-under the preaching of a seminary student-and joined First Presbyterian Church . The session minutes
stated that Thomas Woodrow Wilson and two other boys-"after a
free conversation during which they severally exhibited evidences of
a work of grace begun in their hearts"-were unanimously admitted
into the membership of the church. 212 In the fall of 1873 Thomas
Woodrow lefthome to begin his freshman year at Davidson College.
Dr. James F. Latimer and Dr. Edward M. Green supplied the First
Presbyterian pulpit until the ReverendJohn H . Bryson of Petersburg,
Virginia, accepted a call. He preached in the church for the first time
as pastor on November 9, 1873. In January 1874 he was installed,
with Dr. John Lafayette Girardeau, pastor of Charleston's Zion Presbyterian Church, preaching the sermon and giving the charge to the
minister, and Dr. George Howe charging the congregation. On April
5, 1874, there were 35 additions to the church, but the total membership was just 232. Only 154 children were now in Sunday school.
The regular Thursday night prayer meeting was held at Ladson
Chapel during the winter and in the church building during the
warmer months. The session met at Ladson Chapel or at the stores
of Mr. Stenhouse or Mr. Duffie; it commonly went to homes now to
examine people for membership. There were a few discipline cases,
mostly for intoxication.
On a sultry Saturday, May 1, 1875, a terrific rainstorm with wind
and hail passed over Columbia at five o'clock in the evening. The Co~
lumbia correspondent of the Charleston News and Courier reported:
The most serious damage was done to the Presbyterian
Church. Its fine steeple was blown down. The roof is a huge
mass of ruins crushed by the falling timbers. The rear wall

In response to a letter from Margaret A. Gist, asking him where he had been
taught the Shorter Catechism, Woodrow Wilson wrote on May 13, 1922, 'To tell the
truth I do not remember where I learned the Catechism. I am afraid that I never did
learn it very thoroughly. My connections however with the church in Columbia were
of a very intimate sort and your statement was true in spirit if not in fact." In 1967 First
Presbyterian Church gave the old pew used by the Wilson family to Eau Claire Presbyterian Church for its fiftieth anniversary.
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is sprung and the ornamen tal parts of the church badly
damaged . The steeple evidently fell its full length along the
top of the building and rolled off on the side where the
fence and the wall were broken clown. Some portions of the
debris fell into the churchy ard, breaking the tablets which
marked the resting places of the dead. After the storm had
passed, tha t sign which was placed in the heavens after the
flood made a beautifu l appearan ce; and a grand sunset and
many colored rainbows were hailed with delight. The Presbyterian congreg ation today holds religious service in the
opera house.
Just a week before the storm, Mrs. Douglas Plumer h ad raised $999
in "a Martha Washing ton's Tea Party-p robably the most elaborat e
social affair of its sort for the raising of money ever given in Columbia to that time. "213 (The pastor, Dr. Bryson, gave a dollar to make an
eve n thousand !) The money was intended for a new lecture room;
but when the storm damaged the building Mrs. Plumer said, "It is a
providen ce 'that we h ave money enough to repair the church." The
thousand dollars went toward re pairs (which cost five thousand dollars), but in 1877 a frame Lecture Room was built behind the
church- facing Lady Street near the corner of BulJ.2' 4 Since the old
Lec ture Room had been destroye d by the fire of 1865, Sunday
school- much smaller in size since the d ep arture of the black children to their own Sunday school at Ladson Chapel- h ad been h eld
in the church building .
In May 1875, Ann Pamela Cuningh am died, and she was buried
among the trees and flowers of the church cem etery. Miss Cuningh am- known as the woman who saved George Washing ton's Mount
Vernon -had worshipe d at First Presbyte rian Church during her girlh ood days as a student at Barhamv ille Female Academ y. She h ad
been so stirred by the sermons of Benjami n Morgan Palmer that she
ofte n expresse d her wish to be buried near the old church where she
h ad received such spiritual blessing.
The n ext month, across the street, the new brick an d granite
Gothic Revival building of Washing ton Street Methodist Church -de213 McMaste1
·, Histor)', p. 13. Presbyterian Women of South Camlina states that "Mrs.
Douglas Plumme r [sic], daughte r of Dr. William S. Plumme r [sic] of Columbia Semin ary, join ed the [First Presbyteria n] church in 1868" (p. 303) . Perhaps she was Dr.
Plumer's daughter-in-law rather than his daughter.
214
This building was late1· moved a nd used as the first building for Eau Claire Presbyterian Church.
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scribed as "an elegant building in the shape of a Methodist church
costing twenty-four thousand dollars"-was dedicated. 215 Marion
Street Methodist, First Baptist, and First Presbyterian churches adjourned their services for the occasion; and by 10:30 on that Sunday
morning, the streets were crowded with people on their way to the
new Methodist sanctuary.
In 1876 General Wade Hampton-the state's popular hero of the
Confederacy-became the Democratic candidate for governor. To
thousands of South Carolinians, "Hurrah for Hampton" became a byword with every greeting, meeting, conversation, and farewell.
Hampton narrowly won; but it was not until the n ext April that President Hayes ordered removal of troops from the South Carolina State
House and the Republican governor resigned his "right to the office
of governor of South Carolina." With the departure of the Federal
troops in 1877, the ten years of Reconstruction government in South
Carolina abruptly ended.
As South Carolina Presbyterians struggled to rebuild their
churches and support tl1e causes to which they were committed,
Charleston Presbytery was determined to preserve the Calvinistic theology and Reformed worship of its denomination. In discussing the
revised Directory of Worship in Aprill881, the presbytery expressed
its disapproval of any set forms of prayer, of the use of the Apostles'
Creed in worship, of any decoration of the churches with flowers, of
"unnecessary vestmen ts" for ministers, and of the excessive use of
music! The annual "narratives" of Charleston Presbytery, however,
were full of hope. Despite the suffering and sorrows of the recent
·past, there were also "many colored rainbows."

m

A Columbia Reade1~ p. 78.
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O n Februa ry 23, 1877, Dr. Bryson resign ed as pastor of First
Presby terian Churc h to take "a long-p lanned tour of foreign travel."
Hearin g that Dr. G. R. Bracke tt of Secon d Presby terian Churc h in
Charle ston was "likely to seek a change to a dryer climat e," the session
encou raged him to consid er Colum bia. He declin ed. Dr. James Latimer, profes sor at Davids on Colleg e in North Caroli na, again supplied the pulpit for severa l month s; then Dr. William Plume r
preach ed from Septem ber 1877 to June 1878. Once again the session
moved slowly to find a pastor.
The church and the city were experiencing a time of revival. During the March 28, 1878, session mee ting, "some conver sation ensued
about the gracio us outpou ring of the Spirit on this whole comm unity
and service s were ordere d to b e held in this church every night n ext
week." At the spring comm union, fifty person s were "admit ted to the
sealing ordina nces of Baptis m and the Lord's Suppe r." The church
report ed to presby tery that "regula rity in attend ance at public worship and at the weekly prayer meetin gs" charac terized "the subjec ts of
that work of grace." During the nine month s that Dr. Plume r served
as stated supply, there were more additio ns to the congre gation than
in any previo us similar period in the church 's history.
The Revere nd Joseph B. Mack of the Presby tery of Bethel (South
Caroli na) was called on April1 4, 1878, (at a salary of$1,5 00 per year)
and "began his labors" on June 30. He had been a chapla in during
135
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the War Between the States and later became pastor of the Unity and
Waxhaw churches-the latter of which had been served by the young
James Henley Thornwell.
Also in 1878 Washington A. Clark and William Sloane were elected
elders. As a cadet at South Carolina College, Washington Clark went
to Charleston at the outbreak of the war to take part in the attack on
Fort Sumter. He served with the Third South Carolina Calvary during the war, then returned to his native James Island, where he
planted Sea Island cotton. Later he moved to Columbia and became
president of the Carolina National Bank. A distinguished man, with
a short white beard and wire glasses, Mr. Clark was a trustee of South
Carolina College and a director of Columbia Seminary. William
Sloane, a native of Scotland and member of the John Knox Free
Church of Glasgow, had come to Columbia during the War Between
the States. He ran the blockade, entered Wilmington, North Carolina, and came on to Columbia, where he set up a lithographing
business and manufactured Confederate money. He joined First Presbyterian in 1862, becoming a deacon in 1874 and an elder in 1878.
On November 28, 1878, thanksgiving services on the national
Thanksgiving Day were held for the first time in the church. The
Monthly Concert for Prayer for Foreign Missions was resumed on the
first Sabbath of each m.o nth. The women of the church maintained
two missionary societies-one for home, and the other for foreign,
missions. The church reported to presbytery that collections for the
year were larger despite "the prostration and general impoverishment prevailing among the people."
An orphanage and small college, which would be major benevolences of First Presbyterian Church for years, were founded by
William Plumer Jacobs in Clinton, South Carolina. Jacobs had come
from Charleston to Columbia to attend the seminary and, after graduation, had become pastor of a small church in Clinton. He found
that preaching was difficult until he was finally able to say, "I lost sight
of self and caught sight of Christ." Since childhood, William Jacobs
had wanted to care for orphans. He talked about his dream until,
one day in 1872, a nine-year-old boy gave him fifty cents and said,
"Take this and start an orphanage." Mr. Jacobs laid the challenge before his forty-six-member congregation, which quietly resolved to undertake the project. WilliamJacobs and his friends then prayed the
orphanage into existence. It was named Thornwell for the professor
who had so impressed Jacobs at the seminary. Eight years later,
WilliamJacobs founded Presbyterian College to provide further education for his orphans and for others.
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Elder Andre w Crawf ord died on Saturday, May 22, 1880. He had
served as elder of First Presb yteria n for forty-five years. The sessio
n
minut es noted that "the. Sabba th that followed was the begin ning
to
him of that 'rest' which remai neth to the peopl e of God." In Octob
er
of 1880 Dr. Willia m Plume r died. The pulpit of First Presby terian
Churc h was "drap ed in mour ning for the perio d of thirty days" as
a testimon y of the peopl e's love for him. A pastor friend wrote , "If he
was
a son of thund er on the platfo rm and in the pulpit , he was a son of
consolatio n in the sick room and amon g the bereav ed of his peopl e. 216
"
. Mter servin g the churc h for two and a half years, Josep h Mack
resigned in Janua ry 1881 to becom e agent for the semin ary. He
explaine d to the congr egatio n that he was accep ting the post becau
se
the semin ary, as a traini ng schoo l for minis ters of the gospe l, was
of
vital impor tance to the whole Presb yteria n churc h. In March the
session invite dJohn L. Girar deau to serve as supply pasto r.
~·-

Dr. Girard eau, who had come to Colum bia Semin ary in 1876
as
profes sor of theology, was born in 18~5 on James Island , South
Carolina, to a Presb yteria n family of Frenc h Hugu enot ancest ry. He
was
baptiz ed by Dr. A. W. Lelan d, then pasto r of the Presb yteria n churc
h
on the island . While a stude nt at the Colleg e of Charl eston,
Girardea u read extens ively in the Refor med theolo gians and came
to a
saving knowl edge of the gospe l. He attend ed Colum bia Semin
ary
durin g the period when Benja min Morg an Palme r was pasto r at
First
Presb yteria n Churc h and James Henle y Thorn well was preac hing
at
the colleg e chape l. Mter gradu ation, Girard eau served as pulpit
supply for rural churc hes in the Charl eston area. In 1849 he marri
ed
Penel ope Sarah Haml in, the daugh ter of a wealth y low-c ountry
plante r, and soon devot ed his effort s to minis try to the rural
black
peopl e. In 1854 he was called to Charl eston as pasto r of the newly
forme d Anson Street Chur ch-a missio n to blacks begun by the
Second Presb yteria n Churc h. When he came there were thirty-six members; but by 1860 there were over six hundr ed, with a regula r Sunda
y
attend ance of fifteen hund red. A much larger buildi ng was neede
d
and Zion Churc h (as it was now called ) was built on Calho un Street

~w Semi-Centennia l of the Theological Seminm·y, p. 213.
The quotati on is from Moses D.
H oge, who also said of Dr. Plumer , "The longer he lived, the more
to him did life seem
worth Jiving" (p. 216).
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for the growing congregation . It was, in fact, the largest church building in Charleston and possibly in all of South Carolina.
During the War Between the States, Girardeau served as chaplain
of the Twenty-third Regiment of South Carolina. He then returned
to Charleston and .became pastor of Zion Glebe Street Church. For
some years after the war, the old Zion Colored Church was part of the
pastorate of Zion Glebe Street, and each Sunday Dr. Girardeau
preach ed once in the white church and on ce in the black church. He
became increasingly well known across the South as a great preacher
and a profound scholar. When the controversy at Columbia Seminary led to the departure of two of its professors-D r. Adger and Dr.
Wilson-ma ny saw Dr. Girardeau as the only man who could restore
the school's reputation.217 He was unanimously elected by the General Assembly of 1875 to the ch air of systematic theology to replace
218
Dr. Plumer, who was transferred to pastoral and historical theology.
Believing himself to b e unqualifie d for the post, Girardeau d eclined
until the Synod of South Carolina repeated the call. He b egan his duties at the seminary on January 18, 1876. At his first lecture, he was
219
"anxious almost to sickness," h e wrote, "but the Lord helped me."
Dr. Girardeau-w ho was called "the Spurgeon of America"-was in
great demand as a preacher. 220 On one occasion he was called to
preach before the legislature of South Carolina, with the sp ecific request that h e preach his serm on on "The LastJudgme nt." He did so
in First Presbyterian Church. Robert A. Webb, Girardeau's son-in-law
and later professor of theology at Louisville [Presbyterian ] Seminary,
wrote:

I
I

See page 142.
218
Columbia Seminary had been controlled by the General Assembly since 1863. In
1881, control was restored to the Synods of South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama,
with Synods of South Georgia and Florida cooperating and the General Assembly retaining the righ t of review.
219
George A. Blackburn, ed., The Life Work ofj ohn L. Gim1·deau, D.D., LL.D. (Columbia: The State Company, 1916), p . 173.
220
Joseph B. Mack, who served as Girardeau's associate in the ministry in Charleston
after the War Between the States, wrote that his first meeting with Dr. Girardeau was in
1860 when Mack was a student at Columbia Seminary. It took place in the home of Dr.
Adger. Pointing to Dr. Girardeau, who was on the o ther side of the r oom, Adger said
emphatically to Mack and several others, 'Th ere is the Spurgeon of America, the
grandest preacher in all our Southland. " 'T his statement," wrote Mack, "then seemed
to me a very extravagant one, and provoked the criticism, 'See how these South Carolinians love one another.' But after wards I often realized that it was strictly and entirely true." Blackburn, Gimnleau, p. 52.
217
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A great con gregat ion was presen t, crowd ing both the floor
and galleri es, which were then on three sides of the building. The preach er was fully up to himsel f, in voice, gestur e
and spirit. Contra ry to his genera l custom , he deliver ed
[the sermo n] from the manus cript. It was an hour and a
half long. Attent ion was tense from the first. But when the
flute-like voice rose to its best, reinfo rced by the silent language of gestur e and face , many of the hearers stre tch ed
themse lves forwar d as far as they could reach. Tears poured
clown cheeks . . . . When the preach er's voice hushe d the
multit ude fell back into positio n with an audibl e h eave,
which sound ed as if it had come simult aneous ly from every
breast. 221

It is not surpri sing that First Presby terian Churc h was anxiou s to engage Dr. Girard eau as its regula r preach er. Girard eau, who was opposed to the use of instrum ental music in the church , stated in writing that in accepting the positio n as supply, he wanted it distinc tly understo od that he "disclaim [ed] before God and men any partici pation in the respon sibility growin g out of the use of instrum ental
music in the public worshi p of the church ." Dr. Girard eau believe d
that in the New Testam ent period the use of musica l instrum ents in
the worshi p service lacked divine a\-lthority and so could not be allowed.222
For over a year, th e congre gation of First Presby terian liste ned to
the great preach er. Mary Jane Macfie McMa ster wrote to her son
John on March 17, 1881:
We are enjoyi ng the most deligh tful preach ing now. Dr.
Girard eau is our stated supply and will preach for us until
next Septem ber. Our church is packed on Sunda y mornings and our prayer meetin gs are well attend ed. Oh! how
often do I wish you were here to h ear him. 223
Amon g the theme s that sound ed from the Colum bia pulpit during
these month s was the great doctrin e of adoption. Althou gh given a
separa te chapte r in the Westm inster Confes sion of Faith, this impor221Blackbu rn,

Gimnlea.u, pp. 208, 209.
See John L. Girarde au, lnstntme nla.l Music i11 the Public Worship of the ChuTch
(Richmond, Virginia, 1888).
221
A Colu·mbia Reade1; p. 84.
222
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tant teaching (that "all those that are justified, God vouchsafeth, in
and for His only Son Jesus Christ, to make partakers of the grace of
adoption, by which they are taken into the number, and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the children of God") rece ived scant attention
in Reformed theologies. 224 Dr. Girardeau recovered this biblical
teaching, and his people often heard the wonderful message that
when God extends his grace to us in Jesus Christ, he not only releases
225
us from our guilt but also receives us into his family.
On November 4, 1881, friends and alumni of Columbia Seminary
gathered at First Presbyterian Church to celebrate the semicentennial
of the school and Dr. George Howe's fifty years of service as professor. Dr. Girardeau described the scene:
The Presbyterian church edifice was crowded with an intelligent and distinguished assembly. The music was inspiring.
An eloquent opening speech, which thrilled all hearts, was
pronounced by the Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer. That veteran
preache"r of the gospel,.the Rev. J. H. Saye, a member of the
graduating class of 1837, delivered to [Dr. Howe] a congratulatory address, while h e courteously stood to receive it. It
was a picture for the brush of a painter. The light fell upon
a grand and massive head which had grown white in the
service of his Master and the Church. Saintly and venerable
was his appearance. The dense auditory was hushed into
profound silence, and many an eye was dimmed with tears,
as with unaffected humility and grace, in rich and melting
tones, and in a manner simple, but sublime, h e acknowledged the kindness of his brethren, and dwelt upon the wisdom and the goodness of that holy providence which first
led him to cast in his lot with theirs, and had conducted him
through all the vicissitudes of so protracted a term of labor
to that auspicious hour. 226
Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 12.
The m<tior book on this topic is by Girardeau's son-in-law Robert A. Webb, TheRefonned DoclTi,ne of AdojJtion (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 1947). In First Things for May 2, 1993, Dr. Glen Knecht wrote: 'There have
been moments in the history of•the Christian church when Columbia, South Carolina,
and specifically the church we love, was the only place that lifted up certain aspects of
Christian doctrine. Not that doctrine was developed in our church, but that it was rediscovered and reapplied from our pulpits and classrooms. Much of this revived teaching centered around the truth of our 'adoption' into the family of God."
~ 26 Semi-Centennial of the Theological Semina1y, pp. 393, 394.
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On Nove mber 7, the board of direct ors annou nced that Colum
bia
Semin ary, closed becau se of its financ ial proble ms, would reope
n on
Septe mber 20, 1882.
Dr. Girar deau ended his preac hing at the churc h in Octob er 1882.
He h ad writte n the sessio n declin ing an invita tion to contin ue
and
added , "I have receiv ed unbou nded kindn ess from you, my brethr
en.
May the Maste r supply [the memb ers of First Presb yteria n Churc
h]
with a tende rer and everyway better sheph erd than I have been.
"
Girar deau was follow ed in the pulpit by forme r pasto r Willia
m E.
Boggs and Charl es R. Hemp hill, both profes sors at the semin ary,
who
served jointl y as supply pastor s for a year.
Dr. Girar deau now devot ed much of his time to a n ew Colum
bia
congr egatio n that h ad begun as a missio n Sunda y schoo l in
1883,
when a few memb ers of First Presb yteria n Churc h met in a buildi
ng
on the old fair groun ds. Thom as Kinke ad and his son super vised
the
schoo l; and after Sunda y school, Dr. Girar deau preac hed. Metho
dist
minis ter Dr.]. M. Buckl ey and a pastor -frien d stopp ed over one
Sunday in Colum bia. Buckl ey wrote:
We arrive d in Colum bia on Saturd ay evenin g. After being
settled at the hotel we walke d throu gh the city and were
charm ed with it. After a walk of two or three miles we went
into a book store to make a few purch ases. I said, "Sir, whose
churc h would you advise a strang er, who wishe d to hear the
best preac her, to visit tomor row?" Witho ut a mome nt's hesitation he answe red, "Dr. Girard eau's Missio n," and a gentlema n stand ing by looke d acqui escen ce.
Never was there a more beaut iful day than [that] Sunda y .. .
in Colum bia. There have been days as fine; none finer; the
perfec tion of a spring day. . . . Every windo w was open; the
trees were full of birds, the street s of childr en; the peach
and other fruit trees in blosso m and many flowers in bloom .
On reach ing "Dr. Girar deau's Mission" we found every seat
occup ied and some of the congr egatio n standi ng. Perceiving that we were strang ers, an usher procu red chairs and
placed us very near the pulpit . As we were about to enter,
one of us said to the oth er, "We don't get the chanc e to hear
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others preach often. I would like to hear something that
would move my soul."
The first thing n o ticed was the ch aracter of the congregation. It was the most refined and intelligent congregation of
its number that I had ever seen in the South-and I do not
remember to h ave seen it surpassed in the North-mor e
solid-looking gentlemen and ladies of striking appearance.
And the young p eople we re of the best sort. Never did I see
an assembly that looked so little like a "mission. "
I have n ow to say that, h aving heard Thomas Guthrie of Edinburgh, J ames H amilton of London , and Mr. Spurgeon six
or eight times, it has never fallen to my lo t to hear a more
absorbing, spiritual, eloque nt and m oving sermon on an ordinary occasion .. . . It m ade all th e preaching I h ave ever
done, and nearly all I have ever h eard seem like m ere sermonizing. Looking around to catch the eye of my friend, I
saw that two thirds of all m en in the audience were in tears.
It was n o rant or artificial excite ment or m ere p athos, but
thought burning and glowing. None but a m an of equal intellect, learning, piety and eloquen ce could preach such a
discourse without notes.227

On the first Lord's Day in April 1883, Dr. H owe received communion at First Church. O n his way h om e , his car riage broke d own at the
cor ne r of Bull and Taylor stree ts, and H owe fell and suffered a fractured leg. Two weeks later h e died. On Tuesday, Ap ril 17, his body
was carried to the First Presbyterian Church wh ere a large congregation h a d assemble d. The funeral ser vice was conducted by
the members of the faculty of the seminary-Professors Woodrow,
H emp hill, Boggs, and Girardeau . He was buried in the churchyard
n ear the tombs of his first wife and his children who h ad died and not
far from the grave of his colleague Dr. A. W. Leland. Dr. Girardeau
reminded the large crowd of George Howe's generous spirit. "All
Go d's p eople, of whatever n ame , he owned as his Father 's children ,"

Blackburn, Girardeau, pp. 56, 57. T homas Guthrie (1 803-1873) was a minister of
the Church of Scotland and, after the Disruption in 1843, of the Free Church of Scotland; his preaching attracted r ich and poo r in great num bers. Charles Spurgeon
(1834-1892) , Baptist minister of Lo ndo n, is recognized as one of the greatest preachers of all time.
227
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he said; "every servant of Jesus he recognized as a brother beloved."
But his love for First Presbyterian Church was special. "How often in
times of sorest need did he come in his own calm way to her help ,"
said William Boggs.
In May 1883 Elders Duffie and McMaster and Mr. R. L. Bryan went
to Fort Mill, South Carolina, to hear the Reverend Luther McKinnon
preach. They brought back a favorable report, but the session delayed action until they could make some inquiries "in referen ce to
Mr. McKinnon's habits as a student." Mr. McKinnon was finally called
and, in October 1883, came as pastor. In 1885 the church purchased
a house on the southwest corner of Washington and Marion streets
for a manse.
The session divided the congregation in to areas for better oversight, began new Sunday schools at the seminary chapel and the fair
grounds, and, in February 1884, requested the Presbytery of Charleston to organize a church at "Barhamville in the suburbs of this city. " 2~ 11
At First Presbyterian Church, "household meetings" on the afternoon
of each of the quarterly communion Sundays were a time for infant
baptisms and family nurture. There was a sermon for children and a
special children's offering for foreign missions.

In early June 1885, Woodrow Wilson joined his parents for three
weeks in Columbia at the home of his sister, Annie Howe. On June
23, the Wilson and Howe families went to Savannah for the wedding
of Woodrow and Ellen Axson . The bride's grandfather and pastor
of the Independent Presbyterian Church, Dr. I. K. Axson, and
Woodrow's father, Joseph R. Wilson, shared in performing the ceremony-held in the double parlors of the manse-in the presence of
the immediate families and a few close friends. Accompanied by the
Howes and the Wilsons, the bride and groom left Savannah that same
evening for Columbia, where they were the guests of Woodrow's sister until July 1. En route to Arden, North Carolina, for a six-week
honeymoon, Woodrow stopped for most of a day in Augusta, Georgia,
to show his wife the scenes of his boyhood. Later that summer Woodrow's father left his pastorate in Wilmington, North Carolina, and
moved to Clarksville, Tennessee, where he took up a teaching position at the new Southwestern Presbyterian University.
Nothing of the Barhamville church remains. It was located about two hundred
y<u·ds east of Two Notch Road, about six tenths of a mile north of Taylor Street. There
is a little cemetery there; its oldest gravestone bears the date 1881.
228
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Dr. McKinnon resigned from First Presbyterian Church in August
1885 to become president of Davidson College. Visiting preachers
filled the pulpit; Dr. James D. Tadlock of Columbia Seminary did
most of the preaching. On January 3, 1886, Elder W. J. Duffie was
chosen clerk of session to succeed Mr. Stenhouse, who was dismissed
to assist in the organizing of Second Presbyterian Church.~ On
March 1, twenty-two members were dismissed to S~cond Church.
Others followed. At its chapel on Richland Street, the new church
was organized on February 21, 1886. Under Dr. Girardeau's guidance, the church stood for simplicity of worship, without the use of
musical instruments, and for opposition to worldly amusements .
29

-

In 1886 the General Assembly met again in the First Presbyterian
Church-"un der the ancient oaks"-in Augusta, Georgia, to observe
its quarter-cente nnial. Former pastor Joseph Ruggles Wilson gave the
memorial address; the principal sermon was given by the d enomination's first moderator, Benjamin Morgan Palmer. Dr. Palmer reiterated the themes he h ad preached from that same pulpit twenty-five
years earlier:
The historic basis ... upon which stands this dear Church of
ours, the special feature by which she is distinguishe d from
others, is this testimony for Christ's kingdom, as a free, spiritual Commonwea lth. . . . It is no unimportan t mission to
which we have been assigned in the adorable providence of
God-not lightly entered upon in 1861, not lightly to be
abandoned in the future. May grace be given us "to preach
this Gospel of the Kingdom," until the captive bride of
Christ shall exchange the "fetters of brass" for "clothing
wrought of gold"; when "the light of the moon shall be upon
her as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be
sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day that the Lord
bindeth up the breach of the people, and healeth the stroke
of their wound. "230
229
The session "reluctantly" accepted Mr. Stenhouse's resignation, but the historian
has some reason to rejoice. The brown ink and the beautiful, but at times illegible,
script of Stenhouse is replaced in the session books by the black ink and the clear
handwriting of Mr. Duffie!
1 230
Street, Southern Presbyterians, pp. 92, 93.
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God had blessed the Southern church, and its leaders and people
looked forward to a future of continued growth in grace and in numbers.

-oO-

In May 1886 the Reverend Neander M. Woods, pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, was called to
Columbia. Born in Harrodsburg , Kentucky, September 4, 1844, he attended the University of Kentucky in 1859 and 1860. He entered the
Confederate Army in 1861 and served with the cavalry until 1865.
Woods graduated from the University of Michigan in 1867, then studied law at Washington University in St. Louis and theology at Union
Theological Seminary in Richmond. He was ordained in 1873 and
served churches in Virginia and Texas before going to Charlotte in
1881 and to Columbia five years later.
Attempting to reach out to Columbians and visitors, First Church
placed "suitable advertisemen t" in the n ewspapers (except for "the
Sabbath e ditions"), inviting "strangers who spend the Sabbath at our
hotels" to the church's services. Union services were held with Washington Street Methodist Church and First Baptist Church three times
a year.
The church used for its congregation al singing The Psalms, Hymns,
and SpiTitual Songs by Charles S. Robinson. A little later a book of
gospel hymns was added, and both were u sed in Sabbath worship and
the weekly prayer meeting. The session directed "the chorister . . . to
sing the tunes on the page with the words." By 1888 Mrs. Gustaveous
Walker was the "chorister" and Mrs. Ida Folk the organist. From time
to time others would play the organ, but for years Mrs. Folk would be
the leader of the church's music. The session allocated $100 to procure and pay singers, with preference given to church members.
During the year ending March 31, 1887, there were seventy new
members added to First Church. Twenty-seven were received on dismissal from "sister evangelical churches" and forty-three on profession of faith-includ ing twenty persons who were brought to a decision chiefly through the evangelistic services held in Columbia during the spring of 1886 by the famous evangelist D. L. Moody and his
song leader, Phillip Bliss.
Despite a year of unpreceden ted business depression and financial
losses, three years of crop failures, and the Charleston earthquake of
1886 (which toppled chimneys in Columbia), the church reported
encouraging financial support. Almost $5,000 had been given during
the fiscal year (ending March 31, 1887), but still it was necessary to
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borrow $500 from the bank to meet expenses. Pew rents now
brought in about $1,500 yearly. The goal for the next year for each
Sunday's offering for church work was $31, and seven offerings were
designated to special causes and benevolences. The Ladies' Church
Society contributed funds for the repair of church property. The
1887 Church Manual acknowledged gratefully that the three societies
"composed of ladies" did "a great deal to help the church and encourage their pastor in his labors. "231
In the mid-1870s, South Carolina College had both black and
women students for a short time and then was closed for three years.
In the fall of 1882 the college reappeared, becoming a university
again in 1887, and once more a college in the early 1890s. Columbia
College had reopened in 1873 in its Plain (Hampton) Street building. Two colleges for Mrican Americans located in Columbia: Benedict Institute was founded in 1870 by the American Baptist Home Mission Society; and Allen University, a Methodist school, moved to Columbia in 1880. Columbia Theological Seminary, rocked by internal
dispute and financial problems, closed from 1880 to 1882.
In 1886, Dr. Woods and two of his elders-Washington Clark and
George Howe,Jr.-founded the South Carolina Presbyterian Institute
for Young Ladies. Four years later it opened in the old HamptonPreston mansion on Blanding Street and was known as the Presbyterian College for Women. Dr. W. R. Atkinson served as its president
until 1895. The board of directors was made up of nine presbyters
from the Synod of South Carolina-the president, four elders from
First Presbyterian Church in Columbia, and four elders from other
Presbyterian congregations in the state. When Dr. Atkinson resigned
because of his health, the school continued under Dr. Robert P. Pell,
assisted by Miss Euphemia McClintock. Dr. Pell became president of
Converse College in 1902, and Miss McClintock succeeded him in Columbia-the first woman to serve as president of a college in South
Carolina.
Another school for women was founded in 1886 by David Bancroft

In the early history of First Presbyterian Church, there is no special record of
women's organizations. This "does not mean that woman's work was negligible but
proves that the work of the church was broad in that it knew no line of division between man and woman, it was like Adam and Eve-'one flesh."' Gist, Presbyterian
Women, p. 299.
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Johnson, superintend ent of the Columbia city schools and elder at
First Presbyterian Church. The nineteen students of the first class of
the n ew training school for teachers met in the chapel of Columbia
Seminary. The sch ool was named for Robert C. Winthrop, chairman
of the board of the Peabody Fund, which gave a $2,000-grant . Mter
one year in the seminar y chapel, Winthrop Training Sch ool h eld
classes in a small frame building o n Washington Street. In 1895
Winthrop m oved to Rock Hill, when that town offered $62,000 in
cash and bonds and twe nty acres of land.232
First Presbyterian Church was badly in n eed of repairs. The steeple
had been in ruins since the storm in 1875. The iron fenc e was broken down , and the church building needed painting. The 1887 Manu al acknowledge d the "dismantled and shabby appearance" of the
building and stated that it was "not creditable to Christian people."
During the altera tions of 1887 and 1888 the new steeple was built (at
188 fe et, it was the highest structure in the city); and the marble pulpit was taken down and replaced by "one of more modern design." In
1888 the organ was sold to Bethe l Mrican Me thodist Episcopa l
Church, and a n ew organ was purchased for about $3,000 and installed in the n ew choir loft at the front of the church, behind the pulpit.
In 1888 the Ladies' Missionary Socie ty b egan under th e leadership
of Mary (Mrs. J ohn S.) Verner. At first the group raised money by
sewing, then by pledges and gif ts, for b enevolent purposes. The
women "adopted" a young Japanese student, by the name ofTakada,
who cam e to Columbia Seminary for training. Mter he returned to
Nagoya, J apan, they contributed fifteen dollars a month to his support.
During the years of Dr. Woods's m inistry, the church, the seminary,
an d the entire Sou thern Presbyterian d enomination were agitated
greatly by the "evolution" controversy arising from the views of Dr.
J ames Woodrow. The brilliant and in many ways lovable Woodrow
h ad been professor of Natural Scien ce in Connection with Religion at
m The seminary chapel-the first home o f Winthrop College- was taken d own and
reconstntcted brick by brick on th e Rock H ill camp us in 1936. The ch apel became
the final resting place of Dr. J ohnson, wh o had died in 1928. Later a replica was bu ilt
in Columbia on the o riginal site.
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Columbia Seminary since 1861. Dr. Woodrow faithfully worshiped at
First Presbyterian, generously paying for two pews even though his
small family did not require all of one. Later Dr. Woods commented
that in all his ministry he had never had "a more devout and attentive
listener" than the great scholar, who was twenty years older than the
young pastor. Although Dr. Woodrow presented evolutionary views
during the first two decades of his tenure at Columbia, he inclined
against the theory. Gradually, however, he was swayed by what he believed to be scientific evidence in its favor. In 1884, at the request of
the seminary board of directors, Dr. Woodrow delivered an address
on evolution, stating his views as to its probable truth and its relation
to Bible teaching. He explained that evolution was a hypothesis as to
the mode of the creation of plants, animals, and man's body-subjects on which the Bible is silent, h e said. Where th e Bible is silent,
Woodrow argued, the Christian is free to seek information in the only
place where it can be found-in God's work in nature. Dr. Woodrow
held that although the soul of man was immediately created, his body
was made from "the dust of the ground"-and so may have descended from an animal ancestor.
A storm of protest arose, and the church was divided. Both sides
held to the inerrancy of Scripture but differed on how to understand
the Bible's teaching on creation. One party-led by Dr. Gir ardeau
and Dr. Dabney-held that the theory of evolution did contradict the
Bible's teaching on creation, especially the creation of man 's body.
Furthermore, evolution was a serious error, they believed, because accepting it required abandoning "the doctrines of the federal headship of Adam, the descent of all men from Adam, etc. "233 The other
party sided with Dr. Woodrow and argued that the Bible is silent on
the mode by which God created Adam's body out of dust, or earthly
material, although very few committed themselves to the view that
evolution was true. Woodrow argued that the issue was scientific, not
theological, and that just as the church had no business making poli tical deliverances, it had no right to make scientific declarations.
In 1884 Woodrow and Girardeau met in a tremendous debate at
the meeting of the Synod of South Carolina. Dr. Woodrow spoke for
five h ours and Dr. Girardeau only slightly less. Mter a complicated
controversy in presbytery and synod, the matter came to the General
Assembly of 1886 by overture. The assembly firmly declared that
"Adam and Eve were created, body and soul, by immediate acts of

~33 Street, Southern Presbyterians,
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Almigh ty power"; that Adam's body was created "withou t any human
parentage of any kind"; and that any method of biblical interpretation that led to denial of these conclusions would eventually "lead to
the denial of doctrines fundamenta l to the faith. " Dr. Woodrow was
dismissed from the seminary b y the controlling synods- South Caro lina, Georgia, and Alabama; a majority of South Carolina Synod,
however, stood by him. He was tried by his presbytery and acquitted
of h eresy by a three-fourths vote. Dr. Woodrow, therefore, remained
a regular minister in good standing in the Southern Presbyterian
Church. H is presbytery sent him to the 1889 assembly; h e was nominated-thou gh n ot elected-to the office of m oderator. Dr. Woodrow continued to worship at First Presbyterian Church, where he was
revered as an "elder statesman."
In 1888 Benjamin Morgan Palmer's wife, Mary Augusta, died. Dr.
Palm er replied to a letter of sympathy from a friend with words that
indicated his spiritual depth and pastoral wisdom:
I will not speak, my brother, of my pain-let that be; it is the
discipline of love, having its fruit in wh a t is to be. But I will
tell you how a gracious Father fills this cloud with Himselfand covering me in it, takes me in to His pavilion . It is not
what I would have chose n; but in this dark cloud I know better what it is to be alone with Him; and how it is best sometimes to put out the earthly lights, that even the sweetest
earthly love may not come between Him and me. It is the
old experien ce of love breaking through th e darkness as it
did long ago through the terrors of Sinai and the m ore appalling gloom of Calvary. I h ave this to thank Him for, the
greatest of all His mercies, and then for this, th a t He gave
h er to m e so long. The memories of almost half a century
encircle m e as a rainbow. I can feed upon them through the
rem ainder of a short, sad life, and after that can carry them
u p to H eaven with me and pour them into song forever. If
the strings of the h arp are b eing stretched to a greater tension , it is that the praise may hereafter rise to higher an d
sweeter n otes before His throne-as we bow together there.23'1

23 1
'

Cuyler, Recollections of a Long Life, 223.
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Dr. Woods resigned in Aprill889 to go to the Second Presbyterian
Church of Memphis, Tennessee. He thanked the church members
for their "exceedingly generous and cordial" support and told them
that with their "beautiful house of worship, numerical strength, oneness of sentiment and purpose as a people," they needed only "humble reliance upon Divine guidance" to ensure "continued prosperity."23'' Since the end of the War Between the States, First Presbyterian
Church had experienced many trials. At times the difficulties and disappointments oflife had brought it low; but, like its great preacher of
earlier days, it knew that in God's providence "the strings of the harp"
were being stretched so that sweeter music might come from First
Presbyterian Church of Columbia.

Dr. Woods served Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis from 1889 to 1902
and Second Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky, from 1902 to 1905. He was
chancellor of Southwestern Presbyterian University from 1905 to 1908. In 1908 h e became the pastor of Central Church in Montgomery, Alabama. He died in 1910.
235
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TheReverend Samuel Macon Smith of Washington, North Car-

olina, came as pastor in September 1889. He was descended from
Virginia families that traced their roots back to the German Calvinists
of the Palatinate, to the Huguenots of France, and to Scotch-Irish
Presbyterian s. His fath er,Jacob Henry Smith , was a Presbyterian minister. Jacob was born in Lexington, Virginia, in 1820. He studied at
Washington College (n ow Washington and Lee University), where he
became great friends with a fellow student called 'Jack"-later to become famous as "Ston ewall" Jackson. After Jacob Smith studied law
for several years, a sermon preached by his fellow Virginian Archibald
Alexander (founding professor of Princeton Theological Seminary)
decided him in favor of the ministry. In the fall of 1843 he entered
Union Seminary (then at Hampden Sydney College) and received his
certificate three years later. H e was o rdained on July 31, 1847, and installed as minister of the Presbyterian church at Pittsylvania Courthouse, Virginia. The next year he married Catherine Malvina Miller
of Powhatan County. From 1850 to 1854, Smith served the Samuel
Davies Institute, in Halifax County, as principal and professor of Latin
and Greek.
In 1851 Samuel Macon was born to the Smiths. Samuel's mother
died in 1854, and jacob Henry Smith m oved to Charlottesville to become pastor of the Presbyterian church there. In 1857 he was married to Mary Kelly Watson, in his bride's grandmoth er's h ome, by Dr.
151
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William H. McGuffy-professor at the University of Virginia and author of the famous McDuffY Readers. In 1859 Mary and Jacob Smith,
eight-year-old Sam, baby Mary Lynn, a family slave named Pocahontas-called "Poky"-and Poky's brother Jim Henry moved to Greensboro, North Carolina, where Jacob Smith took up his duties at the
First Presbyterian Church. He would serve that church-as eloquent
preacher and beloved pastor-for over thirty-seven years. He died in
1897.
Samuel Macon Smith was the oldest of the five "Smith Brothers of
Greensboro." He was educated at the University ofVirginia and studied for the ministry at Union Seminary, before serving the church in
Washington, North Carolina, and First Presbyterian Church in Columbia. His four half-brothers also had distinguished careers. Dr.
Henry Louis Smith became p resident of Davidson College in 1901,
then president ofWashington and Lee University in 1912. Dr. Egbert
Watson Smith succeeded his father as pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church of Greensboro. He then served the Second Presbyterian
Church of Louisville, Kentucky, until1911, when the General Assembly made him the executive secretary for foreign missions. Dr.
Charles Alphonso Smith taught English at Louisiana State University
and the University of North Carolina and, in 1909, became the first
Edgar Allen Poe Professor of English at the University ofVirginia. In
1917 he accepted an invitation to be the head of the Department of
English at the United States Naval Academy. Dr. Hay Watson Smith,
the third son to become a Presbyterian minister, served Congregational churches in New York and the Second Presbyterian Church in
Little Rock, Arkansas. 236
Ella Friend Daniel was born October 1854 at her father's plantation at Banks of Twitty, Virginia. In 1879 she married Samuel Macon
Smith. They lived in Washington, North Carolina, until the call to Columbia came in 1889.
Mr. FitzWilliam McMaster wrote to his son George Hunter at West
Point on August 23, 1889:
Our new minister has not yet put in his appearance. We are
anxiously awaiting him. He is a far superior man to Dr.
236

Applying to Arkansas Presbytery, Hay Watson Smith acknowledged his belief in
the theory of organic evolution and his rejection of the doctrine of the inerrancy of
scripture, total depravity, and other teachings of the Westminste r Confession. Heresy
charges against Smith circulated for years, but his presbytery did not deem him sufficiently out of line "not to be accepted as a minister in good standing in the church."
Appeals to synod and General Assembly failed, and in 1934 the case was finally closed.
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Woods and I think much more spiritually minded. It is of
th e greatest importanc e to have such a man in our midst to
encourage his church to look upwards for the rewards of the
righteous, instead of the perishable gains of this world.m
~ ·-

The Columbia to which Ella and Samuel Smith moved in 1889 was
a town of 15,000 people. Its fashionab le streets were lined with comfor table homes-us ually built of wood on brick pillars. Front porches
with ornate posts and bannisters and well-swept yards, flowers, and
picket fences welcomed friends and visitors.
The town was a cottonseed market with two of the largest cottonseed oil factories in the United States. Textile manufactu ring was attracting mill workers from the hardscrab ble farms of the Piedmont .
In 1891 Olympia Mills, the world's largest textile mill under one roof,
was built. The canal was enlarged; and locks, gates, and a spillway
were added. On November 21, 1891-afte r years of frustration and
d isappointm ent-Colu mbia celebrated the completio n of this project. Shortly after noon Mayor F. W. McMaster made a short speech,
bells rang, whistles shrieked, and the cannon on Arsenal Hill roared
as the gates opened and the water began to flow. Water power converted into electricity soon operated the textile mills, bringing new
growth and prosperity to the city. In 1894 Columbia 's "Duck Mill" was
the world's first electric-po wered textile operation .238
Six train lines served the city, and by 1900 there were 144 arrivals
and d epartures every day-74 of these passenger trains. In 1883 a
new depot had opened on Gervais Street, and in 1902 Union Station-a grand Jacobean- style building- was built near the southern
end of Main Su·eet. Streetcars were still horse-draw n, but electric trolley cars would go into operation in 1893. Many Columbia ns commuted to work or went to the stores on bicycles. There were no paved
streets or sidewalks, and at times it was almost impossible to cross
Main Street because of the mud. By 1888 Main and Sumter streets
had street lamps, and all the churches were lighted with gas.
The State House, begun in 1851, was still incomplete. Since 1879,
the Confedera te soldier in his gray marble uniform had been saying
to all who passed his way that "these were men whom power could not
corrupt, whom death could not terrify, whom defeat could n ot dis2 7
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honor." There were nine hotels and four banks in town. Rooms at the
Congaree Hotel, near the State House, were rented for a dollar a
day-and sidewalk chairs were free. The president of the Carolina
National Bank was General W. A. Clark, and the president of the Central National was Dr. James Woodrow.
There was no hospital in Columbia until 1892, when the United
King's Daughters of Columbia-led by First Presbyterian Church
member Mrs. D. R. Flenniken-form ed the Columbia Hospital Association. The cornerstone was laid May 3, 1893, and in November the
hospital opened at Hampton and Harden streets. 239
There were town, factory, and college baseball teams. Columbia
fielded a professional .baseball team-in a league with WinstonSalem, Charlotte, and Charleston-but it did not last beyond the
1890 season. The first intercollegiate football game played in Columbia matched Furman and Trinity (later Duke University) on October 14, 1891. On Christmas Eve, 1892, Furman rolled over the University of South Carolina 44 to 0, in a game played in Charleston. In
1894 Carolina played its first scheduled football game in Columbia, at
the state fairgrounds on Elmwood Avenue-losing to Georgia, 40 to
0. But it was the local firemen, not baseball or football players, who
were the true athletes of the era. Bravely battling real flames or
smartly going through competitive drills, they were idolized by little
boys and their older sisters.
The 1880s-a period of calm between the turmoil of Reconstruction and the populist upheaval of the "Gay 90s"-brought to Columbia the telephone, home mail delivery, electricity, streetcars, graded
public schools (the result of hard work by F. W. McMaster and likeminded Columbians), and spectator sports. Residential communities
outside the city began to grow. The first was Waverly (perhaps named
for Sir Walter Scott's novels), to the east along the road to Camden;
then came development in North Columbia and, later, ShandonColumbia's first planned suburb. Suburbs to the south and New
Brookland to the west across the Congaree were mill villages, with
rows of often-identical houses for the hundreds of workers who
210
flocked to Columbia for jobs in the city's great textile plants.
For many, life in the capital city was easier and more desirable than
ever, but Columbia and South Carolina were entering a difficult period politically. In 1890, "Pitchfork" Ben Tillman overthrew the Wade
Hampton political order and led a "populist revolt" to the governor23
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The hospital was taken over by a group of twenty-six doctors in 1909.
New Brookland changed its name to West Columbia in 1938.
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ship. Racial segregation became law. "White" and "Colored" signs,.
such as those designating separate water fountains and train-depot
waiting rooms, became part of life. The University of South Carolina
was reduced to a struggling liberal arts college, its technical department and equipment dispatched , in the words ofF. W. McMaster, "to
an obscure part of the state to foster an institution that exists in name
only. "241 Enrollment at South Carolina College dropped to sixty-eight
in 1894, when there were only twelve graduates. Later the governor
reversed his policy toward the college, and under the presidency of
Dr. James Woodrow it began to recover. Beginning in 1895, a few
young women were admitted as full-time students; three years later,
one of these became Carolina's first female graduate. In 1906 the college again became a university-in a movement led by two distinguished professors, E. S. Joynes and George A. Wauchope, and supported by The State newspaper.
The State was founded in 1891 by Cuban brothers Ambrose and Narciso Gonzales, to fight Governor Tillman's policies. The paper urged
Columbians to advertise the city "in some better and pleasanter way"
than continually bringing up the catastrophe of 1865. Sherman had
died on February 14, 1891, causing The State to comment that since
his death occurred before its first issue, it was spared the ordeal of
making remarks! Other n ewspapers came and went, but by 1898 The
Columbia Record was providing citizens with an afternoon paper.
The Columbia that welcomed Ella and Samuel Smith in 1889 was a
vibrant, growing community, but in many ways it was still a small town.
Everybody knew everybody and shared each other's joys and sorrows,
remembering the hardships they had e ndured together.
First Presbyterian Church prospered under Samuel Smith's ministry. Sunday by Sunday he preached; during the week he made pastoral visits on his bicycle. By April 1890, membership approached
400. The "narrative" for 1891-1892 reported that "our beloved pastor
has been entering in the Master's work as the goodly number of accessions with additions by profession of faith at each quarterly celebration to the membership attests." Candidates for membership attended a class taught by the pastor-"to prepare all such as are the
subjects of converting grace for an intelligent confession of Christ,
and to enable all such as are mistaken about themselves to discover
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their error before they shall have injured themselves and the church
by being unwisely admitted to the Lord's Table as full members."
There was an increase of interest in Sunday school, which now had
sixteen classes. The catechism was taught regularly in Sunday school,
and, the "narrative" continued, "we trust that its study is encouraged
by the heads of families." Parents were urged to "see that the children not only attend the [Sunday] school regularly, but have their
lessons well prepared beforehand." Family worship was "generally observed" by church members. There had been no recent cases of intemperance, but "worldly amusements" were a concern to the session.
The 1892-1893 "narrative" reported that the congregation was "thoroughly and h eartily united" and stated that the church "seems to
command the respect and favor of the community."
Missionary interest increased, with the Monthly Concert of Prayer,
the work of the Ladies' Foreign Mission Society, and the Girls' and
Boys' mission bands. In 1890 First Presbyterian Church contributed
to the support of five missionaries-Ruth Buckland in Nagoya, Japan;
John Morrison in Luebo, Mrica; Genevieve Marchant in Varginha,
Brazil; Berta Murray in Texas; and W. L. Cooper in Kentucky. In1890
the General Assembly established a mission on the banks of the
Congo River in central Mrica, with Samuel Norwell Lapsley and
William Henry Sheppard beginning the new work. Lapsley was born
in Selma, Alabama, in 1866 and, from childhood, had a special interest in the welfare of black people. Sheppard was a remarkable black
Presbyterian from Virginia. He had felt called to go as a missionary
to Mrica since his student days at Stillman Institute in Tuscaloosa, Alabama; but the Southern Presbyterian Church would not send him
overseas until Lapsley volunteered to accompany him. They established the mission at Luebo in the Kasai region, before Lapsley died
of a sudden fever on March 26, 1892. Sheppard continued the work.
For his exploration of Bakuba territory, he was made a Fellow of the
Royal Geographic Society of London-the only Southern Presbyterian to receive this honor. In 1909 William Sheppard wrote:
When we first came here none of the people had ever seen
a book. Now many of them can read and write well and are
teaching others. Instead of the heathen war hoop and noisy
dance which formerly rent the air at eventide, we now hear
the sweet Gospel hymns being sung by native Christians.
The Southern Presbyterian General Assembly of 1865 had expressed the hope that black and white people might continue "united
together in the worship of God" but recognized that the Negroes
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were no longer "crowding the courts of the Lord. "242 Presbyterians attempted various strategies-all largely unsuccessful. Many favored
the establishment of separate black Presbyterian churches with their
own ministers and sessions and organized in separate presbyteries,
synods, and, finally, a separate General Assembly. The First Presbyterian Church session, however, opposed the proposal to create a separate "Mrican Presbyterian church." During the 1890s First Church
carried on no special work among the Mrican Americans, but supported Tuscaloosa Institute "and heartily sympathize [d) with every effort in behalf of the Christian welfare of the Negro." The black members of First Church had, in 1874, organized themselves separately
into Ladson Presbyterian Church. When Ladson's building burned
in 1892, the church wished to build "a better and more convenient
house of worship." The Sumter Street property was deeded to Ladson Church by First Presbyterian Church in April 1895, and a new .
church was built on that site.
In 1892 Columbia Seminary attempted to bring back Dr. Palmer to
teach. In the spring of 1881 , the board of directors had elected him
to the chair of pastoral theology; and the General Assembly h eartily
endorsed the election. Palmer gave the call careful consideration but
declined. On April 16, 1892, h e received another call from the seminary to come as professor of pastoral theology, sacred rhetoric, and
English Bible. A, long letter, signed by the entire faculty, made its
case. By returning to his n ative state and to his alma mater, it argued,
Dr. Palmer could crown his "long and useful life" with "a fine opportunity to form and fix the views of many of our future ministers in an
age of unrest, and of departure, in some quarters, from 'the old
paths.' "243 Once again Dr. Palmer declined the call. But h e never lost
the deep affection h e had for Columbia-seminary, church, and city.
Columbia was dear to him as the place of his early ministry-where
his old friends who "bore with me in the greenness of my youth," he
wrote, were, one by one, "passing through the gates into the city [of
heaven] "-and where his first two children h ad lived and died. He
wrote to a friend in 1890 that he had "almost a passionate wish to be
[in Columbia] ... with a longing something like that of a pilgrim for
some holy shrine. "244
242
243
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In 1894 First Presbyterian Church celebrated its centennial, with
special programs November 9, 10, and ll. 2·•r· The highlight was the
centennial sermon by William E. Boggs-a lively account of the
church's first hundred years by a man closely associated with it, first
as a member, then as pastor, and finally as a frequent guest preacher.
Dr. Boggs's text was Psalm 48:12-14-"Walk about Zion, and go round
about her: te ll the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following. For
this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto
death." John Ba teman reported that the centennial was celebrated
"not with elab orate ceremony, but with gratitude to the Giver of all
good for His blessings and protection in the past and with trust and
hope for the future." 2·16 In its centennial year, the membership of First
Presbyterian stood at 440.
Despite its reputation as the "Gay 90s," this decade brought some
difficult years. On February 18, 1895, Helen G. McMaster, daughter
ofFitz William and Mary Jane McMaster, wrote to h er brother George
Hunter:
This has been an awil1l week for Columbia. T he thermometer began to fall .. . falling as low as 4 degrees and several
days not reaching 18 degrees which is bitter cold for us.
Then the snow was 9 inches on a level. .. . It h as been a terrible year for our state-no money, no food, and the cold
has been desperate. The town has been giving food and a
soup kitchen has been opened for the starving. If you could
see the numbers of tottering old Negroes your h eart would
ache for them. 2.17

~·lr> First Presbyterian Church 's bicentennial was celebralecl in 1995- two hundred
years after David Dunlap was ordai ned and installed as the first pastor. The cente nni al
was marked in 1894, pwbably •·efl ecting Mr. Dunlap's coming lo th e Columbia c hm·ch
as stated supply.
~" Bateman, "History," p. 25.
2
H A Columbia Reader, p . 86.
2
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In 1895 Mrs. Thomas]. ("Stonewall") Jackson visited Columbia.
Several years later, in the fall of 1897, the great Presbyterian theologian who had served as an officer ·under Jackson and written the Life
and Campaigns of Lieut-General Thomas J jackson-Robert Lewis Dabney-came to town. He gave lectures at Columbia Seminary on
"Christ our Substitute and Sacrifice for Imputed Guilt." Old and
blind, Dabney spoke with precision and power to the faculty, students, and citizens of Columbia. On Sunday he preached at First
Church. The State newspaper reported, "As Dr. Dabney sat in the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church, the other day, and preached a
sermon long to be remembered by those who heard it, his appearance was both venerable and patriarchal. "248 While in Columbia, Dr.
Dabney visited his old friend, John Lafayette Girardeau, who was now
stricken with partial paralysis. Dr. Girardeau had retired from the
seminary in 1895 but continued to serve Arsenal Hill Church, and
Dabney preached for Girardeau on Sunday morning. George A.
Blackburn, Girardeau's son-in-law and biographer, described the
scene:
When the service was over the two came down the aisle together; they were men of imposing presence, each like the
son of a king . . . . Dr. Girardeau said: "DoctOI~ that was a glorious sermon this morning." Dr. Dabney replied, 'This has
been a sweet service to me, and this singing carries me back
to old Tinkling Spring." Dr. Girardeau said: "But what will
it be in heaven?" The answer of Dr. Dabney was lost in the
tramping of the congregation. And so, blind and lame,
these princes in Israel walked on, talking of the past and future worship of God. A few months after this meeting they
both joined the general assembiy of the church of the first
born in the majestic worship of their God and Saviour. 24u
A little over six months after the death of Robert Lewis Dabney on
January 3, 1898, John Lafayette Girardeau died. His funeral services
were conducted in Arsenal Hill Church, and he was buried in Elmwood Cemetery near the grave of his beloved teacher, James Henley
Thornwell. All his life Dr. Girardeau was a member of Charleston
2 18
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The State, January 9, 1898.

~ Blackburn, Gim1·deau, p. 368.
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Presbytery and the Synod of South Carolina. When a wealthy and distinguished church in Atlanta once issu ed a strong call for him to be
its pastor, a friend pressed him as to why h e was declining th e call.
With some agitation, Girardeau replied:
I will tell you now why I cannot accept that call, though I
never expected to tell anyone. By the grace of God I was
born in this State, through the m ercy of God my h ome all
my life has been in this State, and it is my h eart's desire and
prayer that my lifeless body shall sleep b en eath its sod until
the resurrection morn. South Carolina is my m o ther. She
now n eeds the service of her sons. I would rather accept
$400.00 and a cabin in a country church of South Carolina
than the $4,000.00 and the splendid manse in the magnificent city of Atlanta. 250

Associate Reformed Presbyterian s conducted services from time to
time in Columbia, m ainly for their p eople who had moved from the
upcountry to the capital city; in 1843 they were meeting occasionally
in Ebenezer Lutheran Church. They began a m ission in Columbia in
1896, in the YMCA Hall on the corner of Lady and Main streets. Presbyte ry organized a church in 1897 with a minister, two elders, and
eighteen p eople. The congregatio n purchased a lot on Laurel Street
and built a red brick church with a pulpit at the front wh ere the people entered. They named the ir church Centennial when they moved
into it about the time the Associate Reformed Synod of the South was
celebrating th e hundredth anniversary of its founding at th e Old
Brick Church in Fairfield County in 1803.2" 1

2 0
"

Blackbu rn , Gimrdecm, p. 61.
The present Greek Revival granite church building of Centenn ial ARP C hurch
was erected during the ministr y of Ch a rles E. Edwards a nd used for the first time in
1954. The ch urch was dedicated ten yea rs later when it had paid off the last of its inde btedness.
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CHAPTER13
----------------~----------------

SOWING ABUNDAN TLY

The pulpit of First Presbyterian Church had in Dr. Smith a worthy
successor to James Henley Thornwell and Benjamin Morgan Palmer.
H e gave prominence to the sermon-always carefully prepared. "His
Hebrew Bible and his Greek Testament were his constant companions," said a professor at the seminary, "and he knew how to use them
in his pulpit work as very few preachers have ever been able to use
them." His sermons appealed especially to men-and occasionally
there were more men than women in the church. Students flocked to
hear him. When he was called to another church, he was overwhelme d by an appeal sent by the students of the city asking him to
stay at First Presbyterian. He was so intensely devoted to the congregation of First Presbyterian Church that, though often called to larger
churches, he refused to leave. He always said that he only wanted to
live and die among his people in Columbia. Dr. Smith was an important figure at the University of South Carolina-the chosen counselor
of both the faculty and the students. In 1898 he began to serve as lecturer at Columbia Seminary in pastoral theology and sacred rhetoric.
Dr. Smith was in demand as a speaker for special occasions. He
gave the opening address to the Presbyterian College for Women
each fall and a farewell benediction to the graduates in the spring.
He spoke at the opening of the Winthrop Library in Rock Hill and at
the unveiling of the monument to Narciso G. Gonzales in Columbia.
Gonzales, editor of The State, had b een shot and killed by J ames H .
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Tillman, lieuten ant governor and n ephew of Ben Tillman , on January 15, 1903. On the afternoon of December 12, 1905, some two
thou sand people gathered at Senate and Sumter streets for the ceremony. The chairman of the monument's fund-raising committee was
General Washington A. Clark of First Presbyterian Church. The principal speaker was Dr. Smith, wh o concluded with the words, "So leave
we this shaft here today to stand p erpetual , typical in its granite
strength, symbolic in its figure, oriented to th e points of the compass,
four square to every wind that blows, pointing ever upward, mute but
eloquent memorial of the dead, inspiration to the living, saying to all
who pass by: 'N. G. Gonzales died on the field of honor."'
Dr. Smith was soon recognized as the leadin g preacher of the
Synod of South Carolina, and those who heard him often d eclared
that he had few equals in the Southern Presbyterian Church. Whe n
the General Assembly of 1897 m e t in Charlotte, North Carolina, a
number of leading Southern Presbyterian preachers and sch olars
gave addresses to commemorate the 250th anniversar y of the adoptio n of the Westminster Confession ofFaith. Dr. Smith sp o ke on "Th e
Westminster Symbols Considered in Relation to Current Popular
T h eology and the Needs of th e Future."
Samuel Smith b elieved in and taught the old Calvinism. He admiredjames HenleyTh ornwell and was asked by th e editors of the Librmy of Southern Litemtur-e to provide selections fro m the 2, 738 pages
of Thornwell's Collected Writing:s for th e publication. 2' 2 He had little
patience with th e n ewer theological ideas that were just beginning to
be d iscussed in Southern Presbyterian circles. In his 1897 address on
the Westminster Confession of Faith, h e gave a perceptive description
of "modern" theology-as "a sort of th eological cave of Adullam into
which ever y man th at hath any quarrel with his creed doth resort with
great gladness and n ot seldom with some n oise." The n ew theology
professes great reverence for the spirit of Scripture, Dr. Smith said,
but m akes scant appeal to its letter. It opposes all systematic theology
in general and Calvinism in p articular. It abhors exact d efinition and
minimizes the miraculous. It h olds to a progressive revelation which
amends, corrects, and improves th e Scripture. Again st these ideas Dr.
Smith set th e Westminster theology, with
its coherence of thought; its compactn ess of logical structure; its definiteness and clearness of statement; its unswerv~r. See LibmT)' of South em Litemtu·re ( 1907; New York: j o hnson Reprint Corporation,
1970), Volume 12, pp. 5309-26.
2
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ing loyalty to God's word; its constant resort to that word as
its ultimate appeal, its final and infallible authority; its exaltatim"l of God as sovereign; its humbling influence on the
pride and prejudice of man; its emphasis of the doctrines of
divine grace-all fit it to serve both as a test of truth and as
a bulwark against error, at once the safe guide and the safeguard of pure, scriptural doctrine.253

I

I

I

The session of First Presbyterian Church continued its work.
George Howe-son of seminary professor George Howe and his wife
Sarah-was a prominent Columbia physician. He was married to
Annie J. Wilson, the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Wilson. He
became an elder in 1887. William Sloane had served on the session
since 1878. George Howe and William Sloane both died in 1895. Another elder, Professor David Bancroft Johnson, had moved to Rock
Hill with Winthrop College. In January 1898 two new elders were
elected: J. S. Muller and D. Latham Bryan.
In 1899 FitzWilliam McMaster died. Colonel McMaster, as he was
usually called, was once mayor of Columbia and the city's leader in
public education. He was a member of First Presbyterian Church for
forty-seven years, an elder for forty-three years (clerk of session from
1856 to 1871), and superintendent of the Sunday school for twentyfive years. He resigned from that office in 1894, "praying God's blessing" on his "co-presbyters and the dear old school." Just the year before Mr. McMaster's death, Dr. Palmer had visited his old friend in
Columbia. Dr. Palmer now wrote to McMaster's sons and daughters,
"He has left the record of a noble life as the heritage of his children. "254
FitzWilliam McMaster and his wife, Mary Jane Macfie McMaster,
had a large family of fourteen children. One of them, Virginia Lee,
recalled: "We had family prayers before breakfast every morning
around the family altar in the parlour. We always sang a hymn toowe knew them from the time we were born-and whenever my father
was away, mother would take his place in leading the prayers. " Mr.
McMaster had built his tall frame house-yellow with green shutters-on the northwest corner of Laurel and Bull streets. Its yard was
enclosed by a neat hedge-banked fence with a white picket gate; its
253
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Memorial Volume of the Westminster Assembly, pp. 222, 223, 253.
Johnson, Palmm; p. 590.
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short front walk ended in high steps onto a wide, welcoming front
porch. Church people and others visited often, and there was always
a Christmas evening open house.
Sometimes a doctor would come to the McMaster home and beg
Mrs. McMaster to go with him "to look at a little sufferer." One
evening she visited an apparently dying baby. The doctor said, ''You
can only make it comfortable ," and she replied, "I never give up a sick
baby." Coming back the next morning, the doctor saw the recovering
baby and exclaimed, ''What miracle is this?" That baby-know n as
"Mrs. McMaster's miracle"-wa s Andrew Crawford Clarkson, who became a deacon at First Presbyterian Church.
On December 17, 1901, W.J. Duffie died. A member of the church
since his conversion in 1852, he had been elected elder in 1869 and
had served as clerk of session since 1886. D. Latham Bryan was chosen as the new clerk. Elected deacon in 1887 and elder in 1898, Mr.
Bryan worked in the bookstore of his uncle, R. L. Bryan, until he
joined the Southern Railroad, becoming head agent in Columbia in
1894. He was married to Sarah Jane McKenzie, whose father was a
prominent merchant and, for two terms, mayor of Columbia.
In 1901 the session abandoned the old system of pew rents and declared that all seats were free at all services. Collection bags were
used to receive the weekly offerings, until finally replaced by plates in
1912. Income for the year ending in April1901 came to $5,104.64. A
year later total income reached $6,392.36, and the "voluntary subscription" plan was judged successful. There were no longer private
pews, but the session ackn owledged that regular worshipers preferred
their usual seats and requested all persons "to accept the service and
suggestions of the ushers."
In 1898-on Tuesday, January 25-it seemed that the whole city of
New Orleans paused to celebrate the eightieth birthday of Benjamin
Morgan Palmer. An evening reception was held at his home from
four until ten, during which time some ten thousand people called
on him! The previous winter, Miss Agnes McMaster of Columbia had
been in New York City and was struck, one day, with the voice of a
young woman who waited on her in a store. "You are not a Northerner?" said Miss McMaster. "No," was the reply, "I am from New Orleans." "I do not know anyone in New Orleans but Dr. Palmer," answered Miss McMaster. "Why," exclaimed the clerk, her face beaming
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with delight, "I am an Israelite and we do not let the Presbyterians
claim Dr. Palmer; we all claim him. "255
Several years later, on May 25, 1902, Dr. Palmer died in New Orleans, from injuries h e had suffered when h e was struck by a streetcar.
People in New Orleans and all over the South mourned his death.
The newspaper reported that the city had not seen such a large gathering for a funeral since the death of the Confederate president, Jefferson Davis. The streetcars stopped running, businesses closed, and
the flag on City Hall floated at half-mast, as thousands of people of all
classes and denominations filled the church and overflowed into
Lafayette Square. In South Carolina, Governor M. B. McSweeny paid
tribute to the state's most famous preacher:
The news of the death of the venerable Dr. Palmer has been
received in his native State with expressions of sincerest sorrow... . [He] was one of the many bright stars of the firmament oflearning produced by the Palmetto State. His name
will go into our history with those of Calhoun, McDuffie,
Hayne and Rutledge. In Columbia, where Dr. Palmer served
for fourteen years at the opening of his brilliant career, he
was most dearly loved, and to the members of his congregation he served so faithfully h ere the news of his death
brought the deepest sorrow. Dr. Palmer undoubtedly ranked
as one of the greatest preachers of the Gospel and exponents
of theology that the United States has ever produced. 256

_.,

Joseph Ruggles Wilson died in January 1903-one month before
his eightieth birthday-in Princeton, New J ersey. ·Mter leaving Columbia, Dr. Wilson h ad served First Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, North Carolina, until 1885. When a teaching position opened at
the struggling theological school of the Southwestern Presbyterian
University, he moved to Clarksville, Tennessee, where h e taught until
1893 (and where his wife died in 1888). He continued as stated clerk
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States-a position h e had
held since 1865-until 1898. The clerkship did not carry much
power in the decentralized Southern church, but it was often said
that Wilson "could kill an unwise overture by the way h e would read
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it and then glare at the Assembly as if lost in wonder that any such
thing had ever been thought of'! 257 Dr. Wilson 's increasingly poor
health necessitated his moving to Princeton in the spring of 1901 to
live with his son Woodrow who was then President of Princeton University, and his family. As Dr. Wilson's body rested in a coffin in the
bay window of Woodrow's study, Ellen Axson Wilson told her daughters to look at their grandfather's now serene and "beautiful old face,"
so that they could remember him with dignity rather than as a helpless, sick old man. 258 After a brief service in Princeton, Woodrow Wilson accompanied his father's body to Columbia for the funeral and
burial next to his wife in the graveyard of First Presbyterian Church.
The son provided the epitaph:
·
Pastor, teacher, ecclesiastical leader. For thirty-four years
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church of the United States. Steadfast, brilliant, devoted,
loving and beloved. A master of serious eloquence, a
thinker of singular power and penetration, a thoughtful student of life and God's purpose, a lover and servant of his fellow men, a man of God.

In 1904 a number of First Presbyterian Church organizations and
ministries were active. The Ladies' Church Society, with Mrs. Samuel
M. Smith as president, enrolled over a hundred members and· set
about "putting in order" the churchyard. The next year it provided
tiling to cover the church vestibule floor. The Ladies' Missionary Society was led by Mrs. D. L. Bryan, and three "bands" were organized
for the girls and young women of the congregation. The Men's Auxiliary had ninety members. Its president was Mr. Patterson Wardlaw.
The Sunday school met on Sunday afternoons. Professor Andrew
C. Moore resigned as superintendent because of his heavy load of
work at South Carolina College, and Mr.]. S. Verner succeeded him.
Two mission Sunday schools were being taught-one for poor white
children at Gervais and Huger (in a "very neat building" erected for
its use) and another for black children near the corner of Richland
and Huger. Additional Sunday schools were planned at Shandon and
Waverly.
m Mulder, Woodmw Wilson, p. 26.
Frances Wright Saunders, Ellen Axson Wilson: Fi1:st Lady Between Two WorULs
{Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1985), p. 146.
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An 'Auxiliary to the Door of Hope was organized with thirty-seven
members; Mrs. N. G. Gonzales was president. Serving as a home for
young women, it so quietly and humbly carried on its work of "redeeming wrecked womanhood" that few, even in Columbia, knew of
its existence. In 1905 two "hospital circles" were organized by women
in the church to furnish and maintain a room in the city hospital
(known as "The First Presbyterian Church Room"), to provide a library for the hospital, and to visit patients and "such as are strangers
or friendless."
The session fretted over "the disorganized condition of the choir"
and appointed a committee of elders to supervise its work. They decided that the church could not afford to continue to pay choir members and should experiment with a voluntary choir. The plan failed,
and the session returned to its earlier practice of paying singers-two
dollars a week. Mrs. Folk, the organist, requested that an electric
motor be installed to pump the organ, but the deacons replied that
there was no money. Columbia Presbyterians felt strongly about their
music. It was said that on one occasion an elder "picked up his hat
and stalked out of the church" when the choir began the second
stanza of "a sprightly and unfamiliar" hymn tune.
There were Sunday morning and evening services and prayer meetings on Wednesday nights. Mrs. Smith, Mrs. T. S. Bryan, and Mrs.
D. R. Flenniken prepared the elements for the communion services,
cared for the linen, and saw to the collection and washing up of the
silver and glasses. The Monthly Concert for Prayer was observed regularly. Nine special offerings were received during the year-for mission work at home and overseas, and for Thornwell Orphanage, Columbia Hospital, and the American Bible Society.
Early in 1905, First Presbyterian officers and members participated
in two special events: on January 8 the centennial celebrations of
South Carolina College began, and the dedication service for the new
Arsenal Hill Presbyterian Church was held on March 19. Originally
called Second Presbyterian Church, the church grew out of the mission work of First Presbyterian. Its first building was on Richland
Street; a new church was built in 1904 on the northeast corner of Laurel and Assembly streets. In February 1906, First Presbyterian Church
was made available to the Confederate veterans for their annual sermon. "Protracted services" were held in the church during March
1906, conducted by the synod's evangelists, Wardlaw and McLees.
OnJune 17, 1906, the Reverend W. H. Sheppard, black missionary to
Mrica, spoke at the church.
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The South Carolina State House, after fifty-six years of construction, was finally completed in 1907. Early in that same year-on january 17-Dr. J ames Woodrow died at his home on the corner of
Washington and Sumter streets; he was seventy-nine years old. Despite the earlier controversy over his views of evolution, Woodrow was
an honored and beloved man. He had taught for many years at Columbia Seminary until the General Assembly removed him from the
faculty. Without bitterness, he continued to serve the denomination
he loved. On one occasion, he mortgaged his Columbia house to
raise $4,000 needed to pay the salaries of Southern Presbyterian missionaries in various parts of the world. He was professor at South Carolina College from 1869 until 1872, resigning in 1872 when the
Reconstruction government took over the college. When the college
reopened in 1880, Dr. Woodrow was again made professor. In 1891
he became president, taking office during the trying time of political
commotion under Governor Tillman. Dr. Woodrow loved Columbia,
South Carolina, and the South. "The Confederate government," h e
once said, "was the only human government that [I] ever loved. "259
On May 10, 1908, the Woodrow Memorial Presbyterian Church was
dedicated. The Reverend Melton Clark, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro, North Carolina, and son-in-law of Dr.
Woodrow, preached from I Chronicles 22:16 ("Arise and be doing;
and the Lord be with thee"). Dr. Smith, in the name of the session,
received the keys to the handsome building from Deacon David W.
Robinson of the Building Committee. 260 Several members of First
Presbyterian Church had conducted a mission in the Waverly suburb
since 1899; Mr. Robinson and Dr. R. C. Reed of Columbia Seminary
were leaders in this work. In 1906 the mission was turned over to the

259

Woodrow,james Woodrow, p. 82 .
David and Edith (Child s) Robinson were the parents of William Childs Robinson. Born in Lincolnton, Norlh Carolina, in 1897, William Childs Robinson grew up
in Columbia. He wen t to Roanoke College and then returned to Columbia, where he
attended the University of South Carolina and Columbia Seminary. He earned the
master of theology degree at Princeton Theological Seminary and the doctor of theo logy degree al Harvard University. After serving for a time as a pastor in the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, he became professor at Columbia Seminary in 1926. He taught at the seminar y-first in Columbia and then in Decatur,
Georgia- until his retirement in 1967. Beloved as "Doctor Robbie," he championed
orthodox Calvinism and the Southern Presbyterian traditions during a time when
many were abandoning these historic distinctives.
260
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session of First Presbyterian Church. The Men's Auxiliary raised
money and purchased a lot for a church building in 1907. Mrs.
Woodrow became interested in the project and gave $15,000 as a
memorial to her husband. At the d edication of the new church building, Mr. Robinson ended his historical sketch with a tribute to Mrs.
Woodrow, who had provided the church- "its furniture and furnishings complete, from the foundation stone to tower cap"-as a 'tworthy memorial of the distinguished scholar and minister whose name
it honors and bears. "261 Dr. Reed and seminary student G. M. Wilcox
worked together in the new church. Within a year, there were twentyfour communicants and over two hundred enrolled in the Sunday
school.

-·-

First Presbyterian Church struggled to meet its financial obligations. Badly needed renovations to the building were postponed in
1907 because of lack of funds. Benevolent giving increased, however,
with an average of one hundred dollat~s a month going to both home
and foreign missions. Income for the year 1907-1908 was $8,819; the
pastor's salary was $2,400. Membership was growing, from 490 members in 1907 to 520 in 1908-the first time the church had counted
more than 500 members. The "narrative" for 1907 reported that
"family worship [was] not as well observed as it ought to be, not as
general we fear as in the days of our fathers." The Lord's Day, the
"narrative" continued, was generally observed, "tho' we fear there is
an increase of travel on the Sabbath." Having established a new work
in Waverly, the church now turned its attention to Eau Claire, where
a prayer meeting was being conducted by L. T. Wilds, a member of
First Presbyterian Church and a candidate for the ministry. Late in
1909 the deacons proposed the construction of a new Sunday school
building and chapel "to harmonize" with the church building. Deacon Charles C. Wilson was selected as architect; bonds in the amount
of $20,000 were sold to church members, and the work began.

I
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Dr. Smith died suddenly on Monday morning, January 10, 1910.
On Sunday, January 2, he had preached on the words of the Apostle
Paul, "None of these things move me" (Acts 20:24). The next morn-

I
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ing he met seminary professor Henry Alexander White on the street.
Dr. White described their conversation:
We stood together at the edge of the sidewalk and the conversation turned at once to his sermon. He spoke of a certain part of the sermon and told me about the source from
which he drew the material for it. This source he had found
in some books, a loan to him from my private library, containing accounts of the advances made by Fed<:!ral soldiers
against the Confederate position at Fredericksburg, and the
advance by the division of Pickett and Pettigrew against the
Federal works on Cemetery Ridge at Gettysburg. These
bold advances were described by Dr. Smith in his sermon
and then applied to his theme as illustrating the steadfastness and aggressiveness of the Apostle Paul in his campaign
of evangelistic work.
Even thus, while we were speaking still of Paul and Stonewall
Jackson and other heroes of the faith, we parted, even as pilgrims part on the highway, and now I shall see him no more
until we meet again face to face in the Father's house. And
verily we shall meet. Heaven seems now not very far away.
Our dear friend has been translated in a moment of time,
and has already found his place in the presence of Him to
whom he gave the service of his life.
In the evening of January 9, Dr. Smith's text was "He that soweth
abundantly shall reap also abundantly" (II Corinthians 9:6) . The
next morning he died. He had sown abundantly at First Presbyterian
Church for over twenty years and was held in high esteem by all
Columbians. The day after his death a full page of letters appeared
in The State with the title "Samuel Macon Smith, D.D.-Men of Many
Creeds and Callings Pay Tribute to the Memory of This Great Presbyter Who Died Yesterday." Governor Ansel wrote that "a prince and
a great man" had fallen "in Israel. " Presidents of Columbia colleges,
professors at the seminary, elders of the church, and his fellow townsmen expressed their love for Dr. Smith. The pastor of the First Baptist Church, the Reverend W. C. Lindsay, said that he was overcome
with grief; and Washington Street Methodist Church adopted a resolution expressing its "deep sense of loss" and "high appredation of
Dr. Smith as a scholar-preacher and Christian gentleman." The Columbia Ministerial Association wrote that Samuel M. Smith gave "evi-
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dence to the world that he had been with Jesus"; he sought in his
preaching "to save the souls of men and to build them up in their
Christian experiences through the instrumentality of the blessed
gospel."
The people of First Presbyterian Church would long remember Dr.
Smith's bubbling sense of humor, his vigorous sermons, and his beautiful use of the English language. When he preached for a week at his
father's church in Greensboro, the English teacher in the local public school asked her students to attend the services to hear proper
and elegant English spoken. Professor W. M. McPheeters of Columbia Seminary said, "To hear him preach from Sabbath to Sabbath was
itself an education in the use of the English language. And what shall
one say of his prayers? Who that ever heard them will forget them?
They came upon our hearts like rain upon the mown grass."
Dr. Smith was buried in front of the church right at the corner of
Marion and Lady streets. At the dedication of the impressive monument, Elder W. A. Clark presided and Dr. Thornton Whaling of the
seminary gave the address. A later pastor of First Presbyterian
Church, Robert A. Lapsley, once made the point of how people
should live lives of "thoughtful and loving service." He said:
In front of the First Presbyterian Church of Columbia,
South Carolina, there is a granite monument. It marks the
final resting place of Dr. Sam Smith, pastor of that church
for twenty years. He left an impress upon the life of the capital of South Carolina that will last as long as time shall last.
After a life packed with useful service, the members of his
church laid his body to rest in front of the church he loved,
beneath its lofty spire. It is a sacred spot. . . . And they
carved into the granite monument their estimate of Dr.
Smith's life and character:
"More lasting than this stone is the memory of his genial
personality, the h eritage of his steadfast example and the
benediction of his victorious life-as a Preacher he recognized but one authority, that of Christ: as a scholar he
sought but one good, that of truth; as a friend h e pursued
but one aim, that of helpfulness; as a citizen he championed
but one cause, that of justice; as a man he forgot but one
claim, th at of self. "262
262
Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., Lilte As We Am (Richmond, Virginia: John Knox Press,
1939)' pp. 34, 35.
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Ella Smith lived on in Columbia until her death in 1932. She was
the prime mover in the organization of the Columbia Young Wom en's Christian Association and was active in charitable organizations, including the Door of H ope, Carolina Home Rescue Orphanage, and Traveler's Aid. "No woman that has lived in Columbia," The
State reported at the time of h er death , "did more for such institutions
than Mrs. Smith." For many years she was the h ead of the Women's
Auxiliary of First Presbyterian Church. Her last prayer was one that
her husband prayed so often-"God, prepare me for that which Thou
h ast prepared for me."263

21 3
;
Ella Smith was buried beside her husband in the southwest co rn e r of the First
Presbyterian Churchyard.

CHAPTE R14
--------~--------

THE PROPHET'S CALL AND
THE SHEPHERD'S HEART

A

newspape rman returning home from his night's work on February 23, 1910, noticed a glow of light inside the belfry of the First
Presbyteri an Church. The building was being repaired and painted,
and a fire-prob ably caused by the spontaneo us combustio n of the
painters' oily rags-had crept up the inside lattice. As flames burst
from the seams of the lofty spire, fire engines could not throw water
high enough to save the steeple. The newspape r reported that "the
flames lept heavenwa rd and the entire city looked on with wonder."
As the iron framework of the steeple weakened , more than half of the
upper portion fell, with a terrific crash, to the slate roof below. By the
autumn of 1910, the steeple was replaced and a new bell given by
Felie Baker Woodrow. 264
·
The First Presbyteri an Church spire-onc e so prominen t in the
town-was now challenge d by tall buildings on Main Street. The
twelve-story National Loan and Exchange Building was built at the
corner ofMain and Washingto n in 1903. 265 Ten years later the fifteen264
During October 1933, Professor Robert L. Sumwalt and the students from the
university's civil engineering department calculated the height of the First Presbyterian Church steeple to be 173.53 feet above the pavement and 498.40 feet above sea
level. The steeple was said to have been 180 feet hig h when constructed in 1853, but
it was rebuilt twice-in 1888 after it was blown down in a storm and again after the fire
of 1910.
2
m; Long known as the Rober tson Building, it is now called the Barringer Building.
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story Palmetto Building-decorated with the palmetto tree motifstood also at Main and Washington. The next year, Columbia's third
"skyscraper"-the Columbia Building-went up at Main and Gervais.
The old town of Columbia was rapidly becoming a busy city. First
Presbyterian was determined to adjust to the changes and maintain
its witness from its strategic downtown corner.
In 1910 the pulpit ofFirst Church again was filled by seminary professors, and membership was just over five hundred. The church participated in evangelistic services sponsored by the ministerial union.
City pastors were at their churches each afternoon to meet those
wishing to talk with them about church membership. Dr. R. C. Reed
acted for First Presbyterian. A search committee was appointedthree elders, two deacons, and two members from the congregation-to "canvass the field" of possible pastors and present their
names. The Reverend C. C. Carson of Bristol, Tennessee, declined a
call. Dr. James 0 . Reavis, secretary of foreign missions in Nashville,
Tennessee, was next recommended by the committee-and called by
the congregation. He accepted the call and was installed as pastor on
April 23, 1911. His salary was $2,700 per year, plus the use of the
manse. The new pastor, with his friendly smile and sense of humor,
soon won the hearts of his people.
Woodrow Wilson, now governor of New Jersey, came to Columbia
on June 1, 1911. Addressing the annual meeting of the South Carolina Press Association, he was introduced by Thomas S. Bryan, who
predicted that Wilson would carry the Democratic banner in the next
presidential election. Governor Wilson also spoke at the cornerstone
ceremony of the Young Men's Christian Association building on the
Sumter Street lot that had been donated by his aunt, Mrs. James
Woodrow. Woodrow Wilson said that the site of the new building was
to him a beloved spot: nex t to the house of his aunt and uncle, it was
his old playground and brought back memories of his boyhood days
in Columbia. Social affairs in Woodrow Wilson's honor during his
short visit to Columbia included a tea a t the McMaster home on Laurel Street and a garden party at the Presbyterian College for Women,
where hundreds of lights burned among the trees and rose arbors.
The new First Presbyterian Church Sunday school building was
dedicated on June 25, 1911-and named the Samuel Macon Smith
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Memorial Chapel. Plans for the building had been drawn by Charles
C. Wilson. Architects were Wilson & Sompayrac, and the contractors
were McCullough and Rutherford of Columbia. Requests for use of
the church buildings were frequently received, and the session dealt
carefully with each. The "Miriam Society," a church organization for
young women, was allowed to use the Lecture Room to "hold entertainment," as long as "nothing be sold." Mter "a free discussion," use
of the church building for an organ recital was granted to Professor
Gillman of the College for Women. Both Columbia Seminary and
tl1e College for Women used the church for their commencement
exercises. The YMCA met at First Presbyterian Church for its annual
address onJune 14, 1911, in the morning; and that evening the University of South Carolina held its baccalaureate service.
First Presbyterian Church was growing. By 1912 there were 586
communicant members. A few blacks still attended the church, sitting in the balcony. A Chinese family, which operated a laundry on
Main Street, sat on the main floor. The income for "local expenses"
was $10,745; gifts for benevolences came to $5,138 ($3,400 ofwhich
went to missions). The next year the church, for the first time, attempted to raise as much for benevolences as for current expenses.
With the membership now at 679, the congregation gave $8,388 for
church expenses and $10,248 for benevolences.
The Men's Auxiliary was founded "for the promotion of God's
Kingdom and the progress of that branch thereof known as the Presbyterian Church in the United States." In 1912 the auxiliary was
headed by G. A. Wauchope and was organized under four large committees. The Lookout Committee was assigned the duty of being on
"the 'lookout' for all strangers moving into Columbia who [were]
Presbyterians by membership or by preference, or who [had] no
Church associations or predilection." The Welcome Committee was
"to meet and welcome all strangers" attending services and introduce
them to church members. The Committee on Sickness expressed the
interest and sympathy of the congregation to those who were sick and
shut in. The Social Service Committee gave "practical expression of
fellowship" to people in distress because of protracted illness or loss
of employment.
New ministries within the church included the Christian Endeavor
Society and the Boy Scouts. Christian Endeavor had been founded
by a Congregationalist minister in Maine in 1881, "to promote
earnest Christian life" and to provide training for Christian service.
"Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for strength," read the simple
{

I
J

176

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

pledge, "I promise Him I will strive to do whatever He would have
me do." Christian Endeavor groups met weekly for devotions before
the Sunday evening service and held special monthly meetings.
Until 1912, the offerings had been taken in small velvet bags attached to rings at the end of five-foot-long wooden handles. Mter
much discussion and many postponeme nts, the session finally decided to "discard the bags" and use offering plates. The bags were
cumbersome to handle in the crowded church with its narrow aisles
and, with the use of weekly offering envelopes, unnecessary. Mr.
Richard B. Bryan, son ofR. L. Bryan, gave a set of "beautiful silver collection plates. "266
On April 11, 1912, "a group of the [Presbyterian ] Church's most
consecrated and intelligent women," from the seven South Carolina
presbyteries, met in the First Church in Columbia and drew up an
overture to the synod asking permission to organize the Women's
Auxiliary of the Synod of South Carolina. As we have seen often,
women played a significant role in the history of First Presbyterian
Church from its beginning. They attended services faithfully and
prayed, they supported pastors and sessions through the years, they
were the first to organize for ministry to the hurt and h elpless in the
city and for support of missionaries at home and abroad. For many
years there had been a number of different women's societies in First
Church and in the denominatio n; but not until1 912 was there a statewide organization for the women of the Presbyterian church in South
Carolina. Dr. Reavis presented the overture to synod; and the auxiliary-or synodical, as it was called-was organized in Columbia in the
Ladies' Parlour of the Smith Memorial Chapel at First Presbyterian
Church. Mrs. J. 0. Reavis, the pastor's wife, was elected as the synodical's first president. Shortly after the forming of Congaree Presbytery in 1914, Mrs. Reavis called a meeting to organize the Presbyterial Auxiliary. Dr. Reavis and, later, Dr. Blackwood provided assistance
and encouragem ent; but many presbyters questioned the move. According to one source, there was "an ominous silence" throughout
the presbytery on "the woman question. "267 The Presbyterial Auxiliary
was approved, however. From now on women of First Presbyterian
Church enjoyed fellowship and worked with women from other
churches on the presbytery and synodical levels.

~@ These plates were used for about twelve yea rs. Vl'hen larger, wooden plates were
acquired, the silver offering plates were used for the bread at the Lord's Supper. ·
267
Gist, Presbyterian 1tl'omen, p. 350.
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Colorful pastor and preacher, Samuel A. Steel, was attracting large
crowds to Washington Street Methodist Church. One Sunday morning he compared the church bells. "Why is it," he asked rhetorically,
"that the bell of First Presbyterian sounds so deep and full-' dong,
dong, dong'-while the bell at Washington Street goes 'ding, ding,
ding'?" The Methodist congregation laughed at the pastor's humor
and acknowledged that its Presbyterian neighbors were indeed impressive in their commitment to deep biblical and theological learning. A stream of outstanding Christian scholars, preachers, and leaders came to Columbia to speak at the seminary and the church, including Robert E. Speer, secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions
in New York, who lectured in 1912.
On October 23 and 24, 1912, the Synod of South Carolina celebrated the centennial of the birth ofJames Henley Thornwell. It was
held at First Presbyterian Church in Columbia-the church, synod
noted, "which Dr. Thornwell had twice served as pastor, and in the
city where nearly all his eminent services to the Church had been rendered." Large congregations, including the president, faculty, and
students of the university, the members of the theological seminary,
the congregation of First Church, and the people of the city, gathered
to hear three special addresses. Dr. Thornton Whaling, president of
Columbia Seminary, spoke on "Dr. Thornwell as a Theologian" and
Dr. A. M. Fraser of Staunton, Virginia, on "Dr. Thornwell as an Ecclesiologist." Dr. Thomas H. Law, pastor in Spartanburg, South Carolina, who had studied under Thornwell at the seminary and had listened to his sermons at First Church, addressed the synod on "Dr.
Thornwell as Teacher and Preacher." He concluded with the wqrds,
"Let us cherish tenderly and sacredly his memory, as we learn the
many lessons of his illustrious career; and let us fondly and devotedly
conserve the grand and noble work which he performed for our State
and for our Church."268
During October 1917, Dr. Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield of
Princeton Seminary gave lectures, sponsored by Columbia Seminary,
in the church auditorium. The church bulletin announced that the
Smyth Lectures were "the scholastic event of the year in Columbia"
and invited everyone to "hear this profound and brilliant theolo2

';s

Centennial Addresses Commemorating the Bi1·th of the Reverend james Henley Thornwell,

D.D. LL.D (Spartanburg, South Carolina: Band and White Printers, 1913), p. 21.
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gian." This was one of the few times Dr. Warfield traveled from
Princeton to teach. His topic was "Counterf eit Miracles"; he defended the New Testamen t miracles as "part of the credential s of the
Apostles as the authoritative agents of God in founding the church."
With solid erudition and commitm ent to Reformed evangelica lism,
he went on to set forth massive objections to "patristic and medieval
marvels," "Roman Catholic miracles," and modern "faith-healing,"
then ended with a discussion of Christian Science. 2m'
Again as in the past, First Church was embarrass ed by the condition
of its churchyar d. And, again as in the past, the session referred the
matter to the deacons. A Church Yard Endowme nt Fund was established with the provision that these funds be kept separate from other
church funds! T. S. Bryan, C. H. Baldwin, and John T. Melton were
elected trustees.
In 1913 the superinte ndent of First Presbyterian Ch urch Sabbath
school was R. L. Moore, who had replaced the Reverend S. Hugh
Wilds. Mr. Wilds had resigned in the summer of 1912 to go to Mrica
as a missionary. Mrs. T. H. Dick was superinte ndent of the primary
departmen t. Mr. T. S. Bryan served as treasurer, Mr. A. C. Squier as
librarian, and Mr. J. R. Sheppard as secretary. The teachers met each
Wednesda y evening, an hour and a h alf before prayer meeting.
The church conducted three other Sabbath schools. Mr. D. B.
Green was superinte ndent of the Eau Claire school, which was meeting in the H yatt Park School. Dr. and Mrs. R. C. Reed of the seminary
h elped with the teaching. Mr.J. Y Scruggs was superinten dent of th e
Rose Hill school. Classes were taught by members of First Presbyterian Church- including Miss Emily Dick, Miss Gwyn Dick, Miss
Pamela Moore, Mrs. Reed Smith, Mr. Lana Sims, Mr. Geddings Crawford, and Mr. Elmer Waring. Mr. Thomas S. Kinkead was superintend en t of the "colored mission " Sabbath school on Pulaski Street, which
was "in prosperou s condition. " On e of the teachers was Mrs. Ella Nissen Keels; she had prayed for a long time for "some real work to do
for h er master." Mr. Samuel L. Miller worked there faithfully despite
serious deafness. Black missionary Dr. W. H . Sheppard was invited to
conduct a series of services in the mission in May 1914.
Thomas S. Kinkead died early in 1915,just after resigning his work
with "th e colored mission." Mr. Kinkead had come to Columbia from
Brooklyn, New York, when h e was twenty-five years old and soon
~~;~

See B. B. Warfield, Coun/e1jeil Mi-racles (New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1918).
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j~ined First Presbyterian. He was elected deacon in 1904 and elder
in 1913. For ten years, the session wrote, he "continuously and lovingly carried on the Sunday School mission of our church for the Colored Folk." "Having himself felt the gracious influence of our
Saviour's love," his fellow elders reported,-''his sympathy for others
crossed lands as far as those which separated Samaritan from Jew."
There were four societies for women, each meeting monthly. Mrs.
Samuel Smith was president of the Woman's Church Society and Mrs.
J. J. Robb, of the Woman's Missionary Society. There were also the
Westminster Society and the Felie Baker Woodrow Society, led by Miss
Dora Gray, and the weekly Sewing Circle. Miss Emily Dick, always active in good causes, organized a series of Bible classes-with instruction also in homemaking skills such as cooking and sewing-in the
Columbia-area mill disu·icts. She enlisted Miss Margaret Childs, a
member of Washington Street Methodist Church, to help in this
work.
The president of the Men's Auxiliary was A. C. Moore. The Senior
Christian Endeavor Society met every Sunday night before the
church service and the Junior Society, on Sunday afternoon at four.
Wyatt Taylor was president of the seniors and J. C. Morrison, the juniors. The Boy Scouts met every Wednesday; John Hay was the scoutmaster.
On January 25, 1914, clerk of session D. Latham Bryan died-just
a week after his signature appeared for the last time in the "beautifully kept" session's minutes. Mr. T. S. Bryan was elected clerk to fill
his brother's office. The "narrative" for 1914 surveyed the life of First
Presbyterian Church. "The Lord's Day," it reported, "is generally observed according to Christian standards by the members, ordinary
and unnecessary work being laid aside and the day largely devoted to
religious worship and instruction." Attendance at the Sunday morning worship service was large, especially during the sessions of the
University of South Carolina and the College for Women, when students almost filled the galleries. Nearly all the children of the church
attended Sunday school, where they were taught the Scriptures and
the Shorter_ Catechism. Almost two thirds of the church families,
however, the "narrative" stated, did not practice "family worship"because of "the stress of modern life" and "diffidence on the part of
the heads of families." Although there were "no cases of scandalous
conduct among the congregation known to the session," there was "a
partial neglect of spiritual things and more or less conformity to
worldly standards in determining aspirations, conduct and outlook
upon life." There was good hope, however, that "the prayer of Our
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Lord that we be not so conforme d" was "being gradually and constantly fulfilled in and among us." Members' increased interest and
activity in outreach resulted in work in "mission and other Sabbath
Schools" and in "small visiting groups to extend the knowledge of the
Savior to others in the community, including the poor and otherwise
neglected, the prisoners or chain gangs, the Negroes who work in our
household s and at our doors, and a few strangers of other races who
have come within our gates."
In 1914 a new presbytery was formed from central South Carolina
churches belonging to Charleston , Harmony, and Bethel presbyteries. It met for the first time on the second Sunday in May at the
Woodrow Memorial Presbyteri an Church in Columbia , adopting the
name Congaree Presbytery. First Presbyteri an of Columbia was the
fourth oldest church in the presbyter y-followi ng Lebanon (1775)
and Mount Olivet (1780) in Winnsbor o and Aimwell (1790) in Ridgeway.
The minutes of Congaree Presbytery reported in 1914 that "the
mission work around Columbia has been kept up by the First Church
of that city." A congregat ion was organized in New Brookland and a
church built on grounds given by the Guignard family, Episcopali ans
of long residence in the area. Students from Columbia Seminary
preached there, and elders and members of First Presbyteri an
Church led the Sunday school work. Mr. L. T. Wilds, an elder at First
Church, gave a lot for the b uilding of a church in Eau Claire; and the
First Presbyteri an Church Lecture Room was moved from Lady Street
to the Eau Claire site and dedicated on October 20, 1912. Eau Claire
Presbyteri an Church was formally organized in 1916. The hills of
Shandon, with their farms of cotton, grain, and vegetables , changed
as fashionab le bungalow- hou ses and shops appeared. A Presbyteri an
mission had been sponsored and condu cted by First Presbyteri an
Church for several years in the Shandon area. Dr. G. A. Blackburn
and Dr. Reavis helped in the work, preaching long-reme mbered
"earnest gospel sermons." Then Dr. Randolph Bryan Grin nan, the
pastor of the Woodrow Memorial Presbyteri an Church and a former
missionary to J apan, divided his time between the Shandon mission
and his own church . Minutes of Congaree Presbytery reported that
in 1915, First Presbyteri an Church had "arranged to meet the financial needs" of the Shandon work, as well as the missions in Eau Claire
and New Brookland . A building lot at the southeast corner ofWheat
and Maple streets was deeded to First Presbyteri an by Dr. W. B. Bur-
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ney ofthe University of South Carolina. It became the church site for
the Shandon mission, which was organized with fifty-two members in
1916.
In May 1914, Dr. Reavis resigned to become professor of pastoral
theology, sacred rhetoric, and English Bible at Columbia Seminary.
During his time at First Presbyterian Church, Reavis-the former secretary of foreign missions for the Southern Presbyterian Churchhad brought the cause ofworld missions before Columbia's Presbyterians. He preached on missions; he lectured at the seminary on missions; he brought missionaries to the church. In 1912 he participated
with the Laymen's Forward Movement, holding meetings in Texas
and Kentucky in behalf of missions to Africa. William D. Love, in a
farewell poem dedicated to Dr. Reavis, wrote , "Thou hast stirred us in
that world Our song: the Gospel give to every needy one!" One of
those challenged by the missionary appeals of Dr. Reavis was Aurie
Lancaster, daughter of Robert Alexander Lancaster, beloved doctor
and faithful elder at First Presbyterian. She married Columbia Seminary student James Montgomery, and they went as missionaries to
China late in 1917.
In September 1914 a call was extended to the Reverend Andrew
Watterson Blackwood, pastor of the Sixth United Presbyterian
Church of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He was installed on November 1
by a commission from the new Congaree Presbytery.
Andrew Blackwood was born on August 5, 1882, in Clay Center,
Kansas.· His father's parents were Reformed Presbyterians (Covenanters) from Northern Ireland. His mother was of Associate Presbyterian (Seceder) stock from Scotland. Isabella and Thomas Blackwood
dedicated Andrew to the Christian ministry the day he was born; but,
not wanting to impose their plans on him, they did not tell him until
after he was ordained. Family prayer was conducted "both night and
morning," and his parents encouraged "regular attendance at
church. "270
Andrew grew up in Kansas, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. He attended
Franklin College, a nondenominational school with Presbyterian
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Biographical mateJ;al on Andrew Blackwood is from Jay E. Adams, Studies in
Preaching, Vol. 3, The Homiletical Innovations of Andmu W Blackwood (Presbyterian and
Reformed Publishing Company, 1976).
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backgro und, in New Athens, Ohio.271 There his studies centered
largely around mathema tics, language s, writing, and debate. He went
to Harvard Universi ty in 1903 to study English. Harvard , especiall y
the English departm ent, was at the height of its "golden age." Blackwood studied under George Lyman Kittridg e-the most learned
scholar at Harvard -and George Pierce Baker-th e universit y's famous debate coach. In 1905 he received his second B.A. degree,
awarded , as the first had b een, magna cum laude.
At first Andrew consider ed law as a career, but wh en he "learned
more about the law," he decided that he would prefer to teach
English. The possibility of a minister ial career was always in the back
of his mind, but he believed that he would fail at this because he was
not "a good mixer." While he was a student at Harvard , working on
a debate about educatio n in France, Blackwo od sudden ly felt "an
inner call to the ministry." From that time on he never had any questions concern ing his fu ture.
In the fall of 1905 Andrew Blackwo od began his minister ial studies
at Princeto n Seminar y-know n for its outstand ing faculty and conservative theology.272 At Harvard , he had moved far from his Covenanter-S eceder upbring ing toward liberal theological beliefs. l-Ie decided, however, to study at Princeto n to see "the other side." There
he came under the influenc e of Princeto n's presiden t, Francis
Landey Patton, and the seminary 's teachers, especially Benjami n
Breckinr idge Warfield , Geerhar dus Vos, and John Davis. At Princeton, Blackwo od's p ersonal theologi cal convictio ns returned to the
historic Christian orthodox y of his childhoo d; but he was disappointed in what he believed to be the rather mechani cal and ineffective teaching of homile tics a t the semin ary. Blackwo od studied only
one year at Princeto n; he transferr ed in 1906 to Xenia Seminar y,
nearer his home in Ohio-fo rced to make the change because of
what he called a "nervous breakdow n."
Andrew Blackwo od was ordained in the United Presbyte rian
Church on May 18, 1908.273 He worked as a home missiona ry in Oklahoma and served several small congreg ations in Kansas. On April
10, 1910, h e married Carolyn Phillips. In th eir rural commun ity,
Franklin College was later merged with Muskingum College, a United Presbyterian school located in New Concord, Ohio.
272 See
David B. Calhoun , Princeton Seminary: Faith antl Learning. Volume One (18121868) (Ed in burgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1994) and Princeton Seminmy: The Majestic Testimony. Volwme Truo (1869-1929) (Edinburg h: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1995).
27 1
: This denomina tion was formed in 1858 as a result of
the merger of Covenante r
and Seceder churches.
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where the farmers went to bed at dark, there were few evening meetings; and "all that first winter," Carolyn wrote, "I could hem napkins
or embroider linen" while Andrew read aloud from Lamb's Essays or
Thackeray's Vanity Fair: "Often I said to myself," Carolyn continued,
"'This is the life! How grand to have married a minister!'" But Andrew was called to the Sixth Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh in
1912 and, in that busy city, the idyllic life of the country pastorate
came to an end. Blackwood faithfully served his city congregation
and, for three months in 1913 (during the absence of a professor),
taught Old Testament af Xenia Seminary-"very successfully," declared the faculty minutes.
First Presbyterian Church flourished under Andrew Blackwood's
ministry. By 1916, there were 758 resident communicants (and 79
non-residents) and 998 enrolled in Sunday schooPH Dr. Blackwood
later described his congregation: "The president and a third of the
faculty of the State University were active in our church. Also the Columbia Theological Seminary was there. All the professors but one,
and all the students came to our church. The Presbyterian College
for Women was there. The president, the professors, and the students attended with us. In addition we had a good congregation of
people from the city." The church maintained a bulletin board at the
Southern Railroad passenger station on Lady Street, to announce its
services and activities to visitors. The Sunday morning crowd was
"taxing the capacity of the building." Sunday evening open air services were held in the churchyard during the summer. "Cottage prayer
meetings" met in twelve locations throughout the city.
For some years the church had attempted to maintain a budget
that included an equal amount for local expenses and benevolences.
Once it succeeded, and for several years it had come close. In 1915,
income for local expenses was $8,200 and for benevolent causes,
$7,482. The tithe was promoted as the best way of supporting the
church. The deacons stated that "we do not know that the tithe is
prescribed in the New Testament, but we are certain that modern
Christians should do no less than ancient Hebrews." From time to
By this time, Presbyterians in Columbia had fallen far behind other denominations in numbers. According to a 1916 survey, seventy-four per cent of Richland
County residents over the age of ten were church members. There were 15,884 Baptists (12,479 were black) and 9,301 Methodists (3,878 were black). Far behind, with
less than 1 ,600, were Lutherans, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Catholics in that
order. Moore, Columbia, pp. 329, 330.
274
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time, the session expressed concern about various schemes to raise
money used by some of the church's organization s. It recommend ed
"pure giving" for the support of "distinctly religious work," while recognizing that other "worthy means" might b e appropriate for social
and philanthropi c purposes.
Under President McClintock, enrollment at the College for Women reached three hundred; but financial support was precarious.
After an attempt to unite th e school with the University of South Carolina failed, the twenty-five-year-old college-and its eighty-thous anddollar d ebt-was taken over by the Synod of South Carolina and, in
1915, merged with Chicora College of Greenville on the Columbia
campus. This brought b ack to Columbia th e Reverend and Mrs.
Samuel Craig Byrd. Wilhelmina Cozby grew up in Sumter County,
South Carolina, where her father, a native of Liberty County, Georgia,
was pastor of Mount Zion Presbyterian Church. She studied at Augusta Female Institute (later Mary Baldwin College) in Virginia and
came to the College for Women in Columbia as its first professor of
Latin. There she m et Samuel Byrd, a student at Columbia Seminary.
They were married and moved to New Orleans-wh ere Samuel became assistant pastor to Benjamin Morgan Palmer at First Presbyterian Church. Later, Samuel Byrd taught at Columbia Seminary and
served as pastor of the old Sion Presbyterian Church in Winnsboro.
In 1906 h e was elected president of Greenville's Chicora College, and
Mrs. Byrd served as dean and professor of Bible. Many friends welcomed them back to Columbia in 1915. Samuel filled the pulpit at
First Presbyterian from time to time, and Wilhelmina conducted
Bible classes in the church and throughout the state. The College for
Women had a special place in the life of First Presbyterian . Its faculty
and students were part of the church family. Its b accalaureate services and other special functions were held at the church. In one of
her letters of thanks to the session, President McClintock stated that
she realized that it was "asking much of some of the members to ask
them to give up their pews"!
United States President Woodrow Wilson returned to Columbia on
September 18, 1916-not as president but as a sorrowing brotherto bury his only sister, Annie Josephine (Mrs. George) Howe. He
stopped at the chapel of the seminary, where he had accepted Christ
as a boy back in 1873. "I feel as though I ought to take off my shoes,"
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he commented. "This is holy ground. "275 President Wilson talked
early in his administration of establishing a winter White House in
Columbia-at his boyhood home on Hampton Street-but nothing
ever came of the idea. 271;
In the spring of 1917, after much discussion and considerable opposition, the women of First Presbyterian Church decided to disband
their existing societies and organize a new Women's Auxiliary according to the General Assembly's plan. Mrs.]. 0. Reavis was its first
president, followed by Mrs. N. G. Gonzales. When Mrs. Gonzales
went into YWCA war work, Mrs. 0. Y Owings became leader of the
auxiliary, then Mrs. G. A. Wauchope. During 1918 the Westminster
Society, which was the young women's organization, became a chapter of the Women's Auxiliary. The auxiliary became active in the Red
Cross and in social work among the soldiers at the new Camp Jackson ..
It played a leading part in a citywide movement for systematic Bible
study. One of the women active in the former Ladies' Church Society and the new auxiliary was GustaviaJones (Mrs. J acob) Gray. For
years Gussie Gray visited new mothers and babies with love and greetings from the Sunday school and church. It was said that "she loved
all babies-sick or well, clean or dirty, rich or poor." All her life she
continued this work, filling out her last cradle roll certificate as she
sat propped up among her pillows.
During the summer of 1917, union services were held with Washington Street Methodist Church. J. H. McConkey and S. D. Gordon
(famous for his devotional books entitled "Quiet Talks") were guest
preachers at First Presbyterian Church during the year. In December,
R. L. Moore resigned as superintendent of tl1e Sunday school; he
died early in January. A medical doctor, Moore, according to thesession, possessed the "ability to win the love of little children." Mr. J. W.
Simpson replaced Dr. Moore as superintendent.
Andrew Blackwood was a popular preacher, although he had maintained what he called "one unfortunate tendency" from his debating
days in college. A teacher at the University of South Carolina who
regularly heard Blackwood preach told him that he was "arguing"
Mulder, Woodmw Wilson, p. 38.
Helen Graham McMaster led a movement that resulted in saving, restoring, and
furnishing the house as a memorial to Woodrow Wilson:
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with his people. "So I was," Blackwood said, "until I learned better."
In 1914, Andrew Blackwood wrote an article on homiletics, entitled
"The Social Message of Micah," for The Union Seminary Review. It related the message of Micah to his times and issued an appeal for similar preaching to meet modern needs. "Woe to us if we sit with voices
dumb while all about us the poor are crying out beneath burdens,"
the young minister wrote. "The age demands the social prophet."
This was the first of a number of articles published during his Columbia time-writin gs which proved to be the beginnings of his numerous books on Bible exposition, preaching, and pastoral theology.
Andrew Blackwood's first book, The Prophets: Elijah to Christ, was
published in 1917. He later described an experience which led to this
book. Writing in the third person, he explained:
One day the parson was preaching about heavenly recognition. He insisted that in the other world we shall not only
recognize those whom we have known and loved on earth;
we shall likewise know and love the men of the Bible, such
as Hosea and Amos. The next day one of the deacons said
to the minister: "Don't you think it will be embarrassin g for
me to meet the Minor Proph ets and have to confess that I
have never read one of their books? I wish you would tell me
how to read Amos and Hosea."
"The parson" prepared a series of evening sermons on the prophets
for his Columbia congregation , which he delivered again at the Montreat Bible Conference and then published in a book for lay people.
Dr. Blackwood studied the great preachers of the past and their
sermons, "seeking the source of their power." Aware of the preaching heritage of First Presbyterian Church, he wrote, "In Columbia we
often ask the secret of the power of the three mighties, Thornwell,
Palmer, and Girardeau." One of their secrets, he discovered, was that
"each of them was a doctrinal preacher." Benjamin Palmer, especially, impressed his successor. "If we study the sermons of Palmer
themselves," he wrote, "we quickly agree that this man adorned his
doctor's degree."
Dr. Blackwood soon became one of the best-known preachers in
Columbia and in the Southern Presbyterian Church. Students especially were attracted by his preaching. He did not speak particularly
to them, he wrote, "but tried to address them as ordinary human beings"-addin g that the "experience of trying to make preaching clear
to boys and girls and helpful to university students was a postgraduate
school in the significance of simplicity"! His early sermon titles re-
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vealed his attempt to attract attention and interest-including "Is the
Whale the Hero in the Book of Jonah ?" and "A Wild Young Fellow's
Temptation. "277
First Presbyterian's pastor also took seriou sly the work of visitation
and counseling. Every weekday, from nine in the morning until two
o'clock, he gave himself to his study and books. The aftern oons h e
spent in calling-but not until after the late South Carolina dinner,
which was the main meal of the day. H e observed what he called "the
pastor's hour," when he would be p resen t in his study at the church
for people to come with th eir problems and needs. 278 Dr. Blackwood
took an interest in the life of the city-visiting principals of schools,
city librarian s, and those responsible for the maintenan ce of playgrounds, as well as newspaper editors and city officials. He called on
new pastors in town or sent a friendly letter of welcome. Mrs. Blackwood worked with girls and businesswomen. She formed groups for
Bible study, which also sponsored socials, and became involved in
community service.
Dr. Blackwood taught at Columbia Seminary as "Special Lecturer
on selected portions of the English Bible." Often the seminary students would confer with him about their sermons. H e also taught
Bible at the University of South Carolina, which awarded him the
honorary doctor of divinity degree in 1918.

-

War with Germany was declared on April 6, 1917. Four months
later a group of Columbia businessmen pledged $50,000 toward the
purch ase of a large area of wooded sand-hill land five miles east of the
city, for a Federal military site. Calle d Camp Jackson (in honor of Andrew Jackson, wh o was born on the North Carolina-South Carolina
border), th e h astily con structed army base eventually had over 40,000
soldiers. Downtown Columbia was filled with khaki-clad m en , and
military parades entertained young and old. The city joined in fundraising drives and Red Cross work and entertained the troops, many
of wh om j oined the American expeditionary forces under General
John J. Pershing. First Presbyterian Church adopted a 'War Time
Membership Mfiliate Plan" and ministered to the soldiers. A Sol-
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Jay Adams writes that Dr. Blackwood at a later time d oubtless would have d isowned these titles for their somewhat sensatio nal quality, their length, and their lack
of emphasis u pon God. Adams, Blackwood, p. 66.
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For Dr. Blackwood's ministerial practice, see his Pastoral Work: A SauTee Book for
Ministers (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1945), and his many other books.
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diers' Room was opened, with reading and writing material, and
every Saturday evening an open house was h eld in Smith Memorial
Chapel. Evening collection s during the winter of 1917 were given to
"war work."
The winter months of 1917-1918 brought the coldest weather in
two decades. As spinal meningitis spread to Columbia in early 1918,
schools, theaters, and churches were shut tight during Febr u ary. May
30, 1918, was observed as a day for "public fasting and prayer" for the
city, state, and nation. An influenza epidemic closed all churches in
October. Early in 1919 the First Presbyteri an Church building was
u sed by a d octor for a lecture on health. During 1919 a number of
th e church 's offerings went to "the Armenian sufferers." On june 14,
1919, the Honorabl e Williamje nn ings Bryan gave an address a t First
Presbyteri an. Evangelist Gypsy Smith preached on December 21,
1919. At Christmas , the church held a "White Gift Christmas Program" and sent gifts to the children of various South Carolina orph an ages. In February 1920 th e Women's Auxiliary gave a reception
fo r the Reverend and Mrs. Pierre W. DuBose before their departure
for missio n work in China.
First Presbyteri an Church conducte d special evangelisti c services
April 13-20, 1920. Dr. Blackwoo d's Sunday sermons and d aily prayer
meetings prepared the congregation for the coming of Dr. John McNeill, noted Scottish preach er, now pastor of the South Highlan d
Presbyteri an Church of Birmingh am, Alabama. The meetings were
advertised , the session recorded, in "an effe ctive but dignified way."
A large ch o ir, which included some of the b est musicians from th e
various churches of the city, was trained . The church was packedthe aisles were filled with ch airs and the steps of the gallery occupied.
Dr. McNeill, describ ed as "a m an of the bearded and leonine type, of
m assive form like Moody and Spurgeon ," charmed the congregat ion
with his Scottish accent and anecdotes . The session b elieved that Dr.
McNeill 's preaching brought "scores to a saving knowledge of Christ"
and quickened "the religious life of hundreds of professing Christian s." Dr. Blackwood , always a student of preaching and preachers,
described McNeill as "perhaps the greatest living preacher of biographical sermons. " Dr. McNeill 's sermons in Columbi a, Dr. Blackwood commente d, were "all powerful and more th an a few masterly."
Dr. Blackwood was impressed that in each sermon but one, McNeill
"drew his them e directly from his chosen p assage"!
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In the summer of 1920, Dr. Melton Clark-after pastorates in the
Carolinas-came to Columbia Theological Seminary as professor of
English Bible and Pastoral Theology. He was welcomed by the First
Church session back "to the church of his boyhood." His father was
Washington A. Clark; his mother was Virginia Melton. He was married to Mary Charlotte Woodrow, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. James
Woodrow. In September Dr. 0. Y Owings, after long and faithful service, resigned as superin ten dent of the "Colored Sunday school."
The old church building was showing signs of deterioration. There
were new cracks in the walls, and the window frames and sashes were
in bad condition. An architect reported to the deacons that the building was "inferior in design, workmanship and material" and recommended only "the necessary, temporary repairs." From June until
November 1920, while this work was undertaken, the church met in
the nearby Columbia High School auditorium.
For years after the portico of the new State House was completed
in 1907, several unused weather worn columns were left on the
grounds. In 1920 Helen McMaster, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fitz
William McMaster, collected funds needed to move one of the broken
columns to First Presbyterian Churchyard as a memorial to those men
from the congregation of First Church who had served in the Confederate States Army. "Dedicated in pride to those who died, in gratitude to those who survived," the monument recorded the names of
eighty-six soldiers, twenty-four of whom died in the war. Mr. Fitz
Hugh McMaster was the chairman of the program at the unveiling of
the m emorial on March 22, 1921. Dr. Thornton Whaling gave the
prayer and Dr. Melton Clark, the address. The military band from
Camp Jackson played "America." Dr. R. C. Reed pronounced the
benediction, and the impressive ceremony ended with the playing of
taps.
InJanuary 1921, Dr. Blackwood was called to the Indianola Presbyterian Church of Columbus, Ohio. He wrote to the Columbia congregation:
I rejoice that I have been counted worthy to labor in such a
field as this, and my loftiest hope for the new field of labor
is that in time it may command such an influence in the
State of Ohio as this beloved First Church has long had in
the State of South Carolina. I am glad that I came to be your
pastor and I am finding it increasingly hard to go away.. . .

CHAPTER15
---------~---------

LENGTHENING
THE CoRD
By 1921, First Presbyterian Church had almost nine hundred
members. Its budget was n early $40,000, almost half of which was used
for benevolences. Many of the Sunday school teachers were Chicora
College faculty and students and University of South Carolina professors. In addition to the regular Sunday school classes, there was a Bible
class for men taught by Professor Wardlaw and another class for young
m en taught by President Melton of the university. Mrs. Byrd of
Chicora College taught a class for women. Church organizations included the Women 's Auxiliary and circles, men's and women 's Bible
classes, Christian Endeavor societies for children and young people, a
men's club, Boy Scouts, and, a little later, Camp Fire Girls. Boy Scouts
had been a part of the church program at least as early as 1913. Troop
15 of First Presbyterian Church was chartered on ·February 18, 1922;
G. Raymond McElveen was scoutmaster.~Ho
In April 1921, a motion to sell the lot on Sumter Street (for one
dollar) to Ladson Presbyterian Church-"to be used for church purposes only"-was tabled; but Ladson was given permission to u se the
property. In June 1921 , the Committee on Church Property report2 0
"
It is believed that Troop 15 was the earliest church-sponsored Boy Scout Troop
in Columbia. T he Troop Commi ttee comprised G. Raymond McElveen, S. B.
McMaster, J. P. Thompson, and Wyatt Taylor. First assistant scoutmaster was Benet
Poliakoff.
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ed that the1~e was inadequate space for the First Presbyterian Sunday
school classes, even with the use of the now-empty manse. Alexander
and George Taylor, who owned the property east of the manse on
Washington Street, were willing to sell their house and lot to the
church for $22,500. The committee recommended buying the Taylor
house for the manse and keeping the present manse for a Sunday
school annex. "We believe that at some future time," the report read,
"our successors in office would be glad to have so fine a property at
their disposal." The property was purchased and the house was remodeled, at the cost of $7,000, as the manse for the new pastor. The
availability of the old manse for Sunday school classes did not solve
the problem of space, however. Another committee reported to the
session in 1923 that every branch of the work of the church was
crowded into wholly inadequate quarters "with absolutely no room
for growth."
From March 1921 to May 1922, Dr. Melton Clark served as stated
supply. The church was filled for its morning services-the north
gallery with the young ladies of Chicora College and the south with
university and seminary students. Evening attendance averaged
about five hundred. The April1921 communion service was so large
that it was necessary to continue it in the evening service. A committee of three women was appointed to assist the clerk in preparation
for the quarterly communion. In 1915-after numerous discussions
and delays over a period of years-the session had finally abandoned
the common cup and adopted individual communion glasses. A halfgallon of wine, the women discovered, would fill 720 glasses!
The Rose Hill Presbyterian Church building was completed-on a
lot given by Dr. William D. Melton, an elder at First Presbyterian and
president of the University of South Carolina-and dedicated on July
3, 1921. The church had been organized on October 31, 1919, with
thirty charter members. First Presbyterian was "a true Motherchurch." For several years, First Church continued to support the
Rose Hill church financially. A number of students and teachers
from the new Columbia Bible School attended Rose Hill and helped
in its Sunday school.
In February 1922 the congregation called as pastor Robert Albert
Lapsley, Jr., of Tarboro, North Carolina. Robert Lapsley was born in
Charleston, South Carolina, on September 19, 1884. His grandfather
was Judge James Woods Lapsley of Selma, Alabama-the first ruling
elder to serve as moderator of the General Assembly of the Southern
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Presbyteri an Church. His father was a pastor in South Carolina and
Virginia and became editor of The Earnest Worher, a Presbyteri an
paper published in Richmond for teach ers in adult Sunday school
classes. An uncle, Samuel Norwell Lapsley, was one of the heroes of
the Southern Presbyteri an Church's mission in the Congo. Robert
Lapsley graduated from Washingto n and Lee University and Union
Theologic al Seminary in Virginia and was pastor of churches in
Newton and Clarkson, North Carolina, before being called to Tarboro in 1915. In May 1922, Dr. Lapsley arrived in Columbia and began his duties at First Church.

----

During 1921, Presbyteri an wom en throughou t South Carolin a were
praying daily for a statewide revival. The synodical, meeting in
Clinton in early October, overtured the synod in session at Greenville
"to unite with us in an earnest campaign of prayer for a revival
throughou t sin-sick and blood-stai ned South Carolina." Urging ministers "to preach at an early date upon the sacredness of human life,"
the overture continued :
We believe if South Carolina is convicted of her sinfulness
before God in her general lawlessness, bloodshed and varied crimes, the contrition of h eart of our beloved commonwealth will be followed by a fleeing to the only Refuge and a
great religious awakening will follow. If prayer is the power
that we profess it to be, why not put it to the task of moving
this mighty blot that rests upon our State?281
The women added good works to their prayers. In 1922 they urged
interracial ministry and harmony -far sooner than most people in
the state, and even in the church , were thinking of definite action in
this tense arena. The synodical reported in 1923 that "many reports
showed increased interest and courage in meeting the call for h e lp of
the Negro race." The women planned a conferenc e for black women
but discovered that their proposal met with much disapprov al and
required "most tactful h andling. " They persevered , h owever, and in
1924 the first conferenc e was conducted at Benedict College in
Columbia. For a number of years the outstandin g achieveme nt of the
syn odical was this annual conferenc e for Mrican-A merican women.
The South Carolina Synodical also engaged in White Cross work, pro-

2 1
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Gist, Presbyterian Women, p. 766.
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viding surgical dressings, garments, and other supplies to the two
Ellen Lavine Graham hospitals in China and Korea.
First Presbyterian had organized six mission churches in Columbia-Arsenal Hill, Woodrow Memorial, Eau Claire, New Brookland,
Shandon, and Rose Hill. The Waverly neighborhood around Woodrow Memorial had become increasingly occupied by the growth of
the two black colleges, Allen and Benedict. There was some discussion about the possibility of establishing a black Presbyterian church
in the Woodrow building; but Ladson Church, which had several
members in Waverly, opposed the move. Finally, in the spring of
1923, Woodrow Memorial was closed and sold to the Mrican
Methodist Episcopal denomination for $10,000. The session wanted
to use the money to perpetuate, in some suitable way, Dr. Woodrow's
memory; but Mrs. Woodrow, who had provided the church building
as a memorial to her husband, said that she would rather it go into
the church treasury undesignated.

\
\
t

Beginning February 26, 1923, the famous evangelist Billy Sunday
preached in Columbia twice a day for six weeks, in a specially built
wooden tabernacle-known as the "Pine Temple"-south of the State
House at Green and Main streets. Crowds of up to six thousand people, black and white, came day after day to hear the eight-hundredvoice choir sing and Billy Sunday preach. The State newspaper printed in full the evangelist's sermons, and its circulation grew by five
thousand; people wrote from all over the country to subscribe. Billy
Sunday's graphic content and untraditional style of preaching
gripped Columbia audiences. In a sermon which was long remembered by Dr. Lapsley, Billy Sunday described what might have happened in hell one day:
A meeting was being held in a certain community; and men
and women were being saved. The devil was very much perturbed over the situation and called a council of his imps to
plan something to offset the work of grace. H e asked for
suggestions. One imp arose and said, "Your majesty, I will go
into that community and tell them that it is all false. I will
tell them that there is no God, no heaven, no hell, no hereafter." Satan said, "No one would believe you . You need not
go." A second imp arose and said, "Your majesty, I will go
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into that communit y and tell the people there that the
Gospel is partly true, and partly false. I will tell them that
there is a God and a heaven. But I will tell them that there
is no hell, that God is a God of love and that He could not
possibly punish the creature that H e has created. I will tell
them that there is nothing to be afraid of or alarmed about."
The devil said, "You might find a few who would believe you,
but only a few. You need not go." A third imp arose and
said, "Your majesty, I will go into that communit y and tell the
people that the Bible is true from beginning to end, that
there is a God, and a hereafter, and a heaven and a hell, that
there is only one way to be saved and that is by accepting
J esus Christ as Savior. But I will suggest to them that there
is no hurry about it. I will suggest that they put it off." And
the devil said, "Go."
As Billy Sunday pressed the gospel message upon the hearts of
Columbia ns and South Carolinian s, many responded . The "narrative" of First Presbyteri an Church reported that Billy Sunday's
"preachin g was in the Spirit and with power .. . and in the providenc e
of God many souls were won for Christ." The First Presbyteri an elders
and deacons sent letters to Billy Sunday expressing appreciati on for
the meetings; copies went to the Presbyteri an churches in Louisville,
Kentucky, where the evangelist was scheduled to preach soon. Billy
Sunday replied on April 25, 1923, "Th e Columbia Campaign will
remain one of the brightest spots in my career as an evangelist and I
realize how much you and your church and your university contributed to its success." Elder Cyrus H. Baldwin helped found the Business Men's Evangelist ic Club, to continue the work of the Billy
Sunday meetings. Miss Mabel Briggs, who taught the Ladies' Bible
Class at First Presbyteri an Church for many years, began a similar
club for businessw omen.

-

While Billy Sunday was preaching in Columbia, a small Bible school
was in its second year. In the fall of 1918, Miss Emily Dick of First
Presbyteri an Church had gathered a group of friends, including Miss
Mabel Briggs, and Miss Margaret Childs and Mrs. Pearl Stone of
Washingto n Street Methodist , to pray for such a school. Soon another, Miss Mary Dibble, who, with her sister, had opened a letter shop
in Columbia ,joined the group. In May 1921, they rented a house on
College Street and opened the Southern Bible Institute, finding a
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leader in Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, a minister in the Northern Presbyterian Church. Mter operating briefly in the Main Street
Methodist Church, Columbia Bible School (as it was now called)with seven students enrolled-moved in 1923 to one rented room in
the . Colonia Hotel on Hampton Street. 282 Dr. McQuilkin often
preached at First Church and sometimes moderated session meetings
in the absence of the pastor. His family joined the church. Columbia
Bible School, later named Columbia Bible College, became an outstanding interdenominational school for the training of foreign missionaries.
For years, Thomas S. Bryan had been a prominent citizen of the
city and a devoted worker in the church. When he was sixteen years
old, he went to work in his Uncle Richard Bryan's bookstore-a landmark in Columbia that grew into one of the largest bookstores in the
South. In 1900 Thomas became president of the R. L. Bryan Company. Active in the various enterprises and organizations of Columbia, he was for many years a member of the board of trustees and
treasurer of Columbia Theological Seminary. At First Presbyterian
Church he served as deacon, treasurer, and ruling elder, and succeeded his brother, D. Latham Bryan, as clerk of session-"the most
honored position within the gift of the church," according to a session minute. His last meeting with the session took place in the state
penitentiary, where the elders had gone to receive a prisoner into the
membership of the church. Mr. Bryan had a special love for the
Sunday school, which he served in various capacities. On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of his connection with the Sunday
school, FitzHugh McMaster presented Mr. Bryan with "a gold-headed ebony walking cane." He said, "The Sabbath school presents to
Mr. Bryan this staff, not for his support for he hath a heavenly one
stronger than any that might be devised by man, and an earthly one
in the love and esteem of all who know him. But as a golden symbol
of the golden deeds which adorn his life and as a baton of power in
the years of service which we all hope are to come." ·
A handsome man, with white hair and a large moustache, Thomas
Bryan was married to the former Fannie Jordan of Winnsboro, where
her father, the Reverend D. E. Jordan, was for twenty years pastor of
the Old Sion Church. Fannie Bryan was a leader in Sunday school

f
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Until 1905 the Colonia Hotel was the home of Columbia College; then it
became a winter haven for wealthy Northerners.
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and in the d evotio nal and praye r life of the wome n of First Presby
terian Churc h. She served as financ ial secret ary of the Cong o Building Fund. She wrote differ ent group s and indivi duals throu ghout
the
churc h and collec ted $40,0 00 to build home s for missio naries in
the
South ern Presby terian statio n in the Cong o. Missi onary childr
en
often lived in the Bryan s' large home on Pendl eton Street . Later
Mr.
and Mrs. Bryan built a "hand some bunga low" on Mario n Street
, in
the shado w of First Presb yteria n, so that th ey might be close to
the
churc h. It was said that under no circum stance s would Mr.
Bryan
"talk busine ss, get his mail, or even open a special delive ry letter
on
the Sabba th. " H e die d in April 1923.
FitzH ugh McMaster, now in frail health , thoug ht it best to declin
e
re-ele ction as super intend ent of the Sunda y schoo l for anoth er
year,
but the churc h was not about to dispen se with his services. When
Thom as S. Bryan died, Mr. McMaster was electe d clerk of sessio
n. As
clerk, Mr. Bryan had prep ared for the comm union services.
"No
memb er of this churc h," the sessio n minut es record ed , "will ever
forget [Brya n 's] face as he went about prepa ring for the comm
union
servic e." "The m ethod s I follow ed," Mr. McMa ster later wrote ,
"were
those practi ced by him, whose loving minis tration s have never
been
excell ed."
In Septe mber 1923, Mrs. D. L. Bryan stepp ed off a curb and
was
struck and killed by a car. Danie l Flenn iken, long-time elder,
died
that year. As a boy of fifteen , Flenn iken had joine d the Confe derate
Army and fough t in the princi pal b attles of the war, from Getty
sburg
to Frede ricksb urg. The Stale repor te d, "Galla nt Soldie r H ears
Last
Call," comm enting that "from his entran ce to the close of
the
Confe derate traged y he never h ad a furlou gh nor misse d a
day's
duty. " Mr. A. C. Squie r also died in 1923. He h ad worke d in
the
Sunday schoo l for more than fifty years.

----

Dr. Lapsl ey was a fine preac her. His sermo ns appealed to all, especially young peopl e. H e love d to preac h to differ ent group s-on
ce
comm enting on how thrille d h e was when preac hing at a Nazar
ene
churc h b ecau se of its love for the Word of God. H e often preac
hed
sermo ns on Bible chara cters, showi ng how "they [foun d] their
help
where we must find ours, in the super natur al grace of the
living
God."2H:I

28
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See Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., Lihe as We A1·e (Richm ond: John Knox
Press, 1939).
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Early in 1924, Dr. Lapsley preached a series of sermons on
"Presbyterian Distinctives." He explained that as a rule, the teachings
presented from the First Presbyterian pulpit were those upon which
all Christians agreed. These, he said, are the gospel facts that we consider of supreme importance. There are other teachings that, though
not necessary to salvation, are of concern to Presbyterian s. "Some of
these principles we share with other churches," he said, "but we
believe we can truthfully say that they are stressed by that branch of
the Presbyterian church to which we belong, more than by any other
denominatio n." There were seven sermons in the series: Loyalty to
the Whole Bible as the Word of God, Government by Elders, the
Sovereignty of God, Baptism by Sprinkling, the Household Covenant,
Simplicity in Worship, and the Spirituality of the Church.
Dr. Lapsley's sermons reflected his study of John Bunyan, Joseph
Hall, Alexander Maclaren, George Matheson, Alexander Whyte,
Clarence Edward Macartney, and G. Campbell Morgan. He especially loved Matthew Henry, a Puritan whom he considered "one of the
oldest and best ofBible commentato rs." He was proud of his copy of
Matthew Henry given to him by his father. "It went through the
Charleston earthquake," he explained, "and its calfskin binding still
bears the mark of that catastrophe. "284
Dr. Lapsley was a conservative and an evangelical. He held to the
teachings of the Bible and the Westminster Confession. H e h ad no
use for the teaching of evolution. "I take the Bible words at their face
value," he said. "I think it happened just as the Bible says it happened. I believe God made man out of the dust of the ground; and
I believe that God made the first woman out of a rib taken from the
side of the first man." He regretted that ministers-ev en Presbyterian
ministers- no longer preached about sin "as we used to preach about
it." He believed that there was "no possibility of acceptance with God
until our sinful hearts turn to His cross."

John Bunyan (1628-1688) was a Puritan preacher and author of the famous
Pilgrim's Progress and other books. Joseph Hall (1574-1656) was a Church of England
bishop. Alexander Maclaren (1826-1910) was the Baptist "prince of expository
preachers" at Manchester, England. George Matheson (1842-1906) was a Scottish
minister and hymnwriter ("0 Love that wilt not let me go"). Alexander Whyte (18361921) was a Scottish minister, often described as the "last of the Puritans. " Clarence
Edward Macartney (1879-1957) was a Northern Presbyterian minister and champion
of conservative theology in the denomination's fundamentalist-liberal controversy. G.
Campbell Morgan (1863-1945) was the Congregational ist minister at London's Westminster Chapel. Matthew Henry ( 1662-1714) was author of the influential seven-volume Commentmy on the Bible.
284
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As the First Presbyterian Chur ch congrega tion grew
, it was increasingly diffic ult to ke ep up with pasto ral work . The bulle
tin for O ctober 14, 1923, inclu ded a notic e whic h state d: "Th e cong
rega tion can
help a grea t deal if they will come to the pasto r
or send for him
inste ad of waiti ng for him to come to see them . As
you consul t your
lawye r abou t legal affair s, and your physician abou t
your healt h, take
your pasto r into your conf iden ce in spiri tual matte rs."
A "chu rch visito r " was now adde d to assist the p astor. The elder s
attem pted to do
the ir part. On Nove mber 5, 1922 , Mr. W. A. Clark m
ade six visits b etwee n 3:30 and 7:30 p.m.; a week later, h e was joine
d by Dr. 0 . Y
Owings, and the two men made seven visits. They repo
rted caref ully
to the pasto r the situa tion in each hom e.
In 1924 the mem bersh ip of First Chur ch passe d one
thou sand for
the first time, rising to 1,135 from 992 in 1923 . Ther
e were 834 student s enro lled in Sund ay scho ol. The chur ch's facili
ties had beco me
worn and inad e quate for its grow th and mini stries
; the sanc tuary
coul d n o long er seat the cong regat ion; Sund ay sch
ool classes were
m eetin g in h alls and stairways. Duri ng the summ er,
for the first time,
a D aily Vaca tion Bible Scho ol was held at First Presb
yteri an Chur ch.
Dr. Egbe rt W. Smith-o f the Sout hern Presbyteri an
missi on boar d
and broth er of form er p astor Samu el Maco n Smit h-wa
s in Colu mbia in Janu ary 1924 for the semi nary 's Smyt h Lectu
res. The sessio n
invit ed d elega tes from the city's black churches to a
ttend Dr. Smit h's
Sund ay-n ight serm on at First Presb yteri an Chur ch.
For thirty-five
years First Presbyteri an h ad cond ucted a Sund ay scho
ol class for black
child ren in the Pula ski Stree t secti on of Colu mbia
. In 1924 there
were forty-six mem bers.
InJa nuar y 1925 , a speci al comm ittee reco mme nded
to th e sessio n
the enlar geme nt and remo delin g of the church build
ing, the converti ng of Smit h Mem orial Ch ap el into an assem bly
h all and recreatio n build ing, and the cons truction of a n ew Sund
ay sch ool build ing- with the cost to be finan ced by sale of bond s
to church mem bers. Elde rs and deac ons imm ediat ely prom ised to
purc hase a total
of $53,700 in bonds. A cong rega tional m eetin g was calle
d for J anu ary
22 to cons ider the ma tter. Dr. Laps ley prea ched
on Isaia h 54:2"Len gthe n Thy Cord s"-a nd Dr. Willi am Melton prese
nted the rep ort of the speci al comm ittee. There was no discu
ssion ; and wh en
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the question was called, the congregation stood without exception to
adopt the plan. Later the bond issue was abandoned and funds were
raised by cash donations; the session gave $75,000. Although there
were some who felt strongly that a local architect should be used, R.
H. Hunt and Company of Chattanooga, Tennessee, was selected.
LaFaye & LaFaye of Columbia were supervising architects; and the
contractor was J. C. Heslep.
The Colurnbia Record reported on July 10, 1925, that Columbians
watched as a "steeple j ack" began at the top-"up against the very
clouds"-and painted down the "tallest_spire in town." He was from
Darlington, the paper added, because "no Columbia painter would
agree to do the job"! A serious drought plagued the South through
the summer of 1925. The congregation of First Presbyterian Church
petitioned the governor, Thomas G. McLeod, to call for the people of
the state to unite in prayer for rain. The governor asked for prayer
on Sunday, September 6, that, if consistent with God's will, "the rain
shall speedily come to relieve the present distressing condition." The
rains came suddenly, and many churchgoers were drenched as they
left their services!
The east end of the First Presbyterian Church building was lengthened by thirty-eight feet, wh ich necessitated building over burial plots
of the DeSaussure, Elmore, Morgan, Law, Adger, and other families;
permission was received from representatives of these families. Whenever th e new wall covered a grave, a concrete sill was laid across the
grave to support the wall. The whole area within the extended building was covered with a sheet of con crete; and a small marble tablet
was placed over each grave, bearing the name of the deceased and
the date of death. The gravestones and monuments were preserved
and placed against the walls of the church as n ear as possible to their
original sites. One marble grave slab was found inside the wall of the
church, at the southwest corner, when the old floor was taken up . It
was allowed to remain there. The inscription read: 'To the memory
of Mrs. Nelly Parker, the daughter of Sam. and Nelly Owings of Baltimore, who died Oct. 11th 1803, aetatis 23. She was the wife of Mr.
Thos. Parker, Late of Sheffield England, now merchant in Charleston. Three years previous to her death she experienced the pardoning love of God and being faithful to her call departed in full assurance of a resurrection to Eternal Life."
The enlarged church building seated 1,250 in the main auditorium
and galleries (as compared to 800 before). The floor of the auditorium was raised at the church's main entrance and sloped toward the
pulpit. Granite steps were added to the front to accommodate the
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raised floor, which was covered with "noiseless cork carpet." The two
smaller Gothic-a rched doorways flanking the tower and the main
entrance were closed, leaving the lance t windows above a plain wall.
New entrance s were added near each of the corners in the north and
south walls. The wide center aisle was replaced with two narrow aisles
along the north and south walls and two main aisles to the right and
left of the pulpit. The rear gallery was extende d forward and the side
galleries were supporte d by iron columns standing on brick piers.
The re were new windows of art glass set in m e tal frames. The old b ox
pews and wooden pulpit were replaced.
On Saturday , October 3, 1925, after mee ting for almost a year in
the Columbi a High School auditoriu m, the congreg ation returned to
its church building for a special service conduct ed by Dr. Lapsley. The
State reported that "unmind ful of the business bustle and pleasure
whirl that ordinaril y characte rizes a Saturday evening in Columbi a,
hee ding not shop and moving picture and joy ride," hundred s of
m embers and friends flo cked to the remodel ed First Presbyte rian
Church "after ten long months of exile." Under the "mellow glow of
the newly installed lights suspend ed from the noble Gothic roof, " th e
congreg ation listene d as Dr. Lapsley characte rized the event as a
h omecom ing, a time of thanksgi ving, an occasion for consecra tion,
and a preparato ry service. The pastor h oped for a return of the reverent attitude that the member s of the congreg ation always h ad
shown in the house of the Lord. He urged that all sin be put ou t of
their lives in order th at the fullest blessing might come from the special meetings to begin the next day with Charles L. Goodell of New
York City- a Methodi st minister and executive secretar y of the Commission on Evangeli sm and Life Service of the Fed eral Council of
Churche s of Christ in America .
Dr. Goodell 's plea, accordin g to a n ewspape r account, "was simply
for the religion of love and service centerin g around the Gospel of
Christ. " He preache d the "fatherh ood of God and the brotherh ood
of man," the account continue d , "in terms of culture, toleranc e and
warmhea rted affection ." Goodell stressed ecumen ism-sta ting that
there are twelve gates to h eaven-e n ough fo r all. "Our Episcopa lian
friends will want a ch urchly gate," h e suggeste d; "and I suppose you
Presbyte rians will want a stately gate; the Baptists will h ave the river
gate- and if I h ave left anyb ody out th ey are welcome to come in at
the straight and n arrow gate of the Methodi sts!" The church was
packed for the final service- with people standing in th e aisles and
along the walls. Dr. Goodell told the congreg ation that "religion
isn't a matter of creed; it's a matter of life." Even though Ch arles
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Goodell's preaching was not what First Presbyterian members were
accustomed to, and certainly a far cry from the sturdy Calvinistic sermons of its nineteenth-century ministers, the session was pleased and
noted that "a feeling of unusual interdenominational harmony has
been fostered."
Different messages and emphases were being heard from the pulpit of First Presbyterian Church and throughout the denominationfrom the ecumenical liberalism of Charles Goodell to the flamboyant
revivalism of Billy Sunday and Gypsy Smith. The revivals undoubtedly did great spiritual good but tended to divorce the gospel message
from theology and to separate personal piety from business, educational, and social/ cultural life. The liberal message, however, replaced the gospel of sin and salvation with an emphasis on personal
and social behavior. The time after World War I was a critical period
in the history of American Protestantism and Southern Presbyterianism as the churches struggled to resist or embrace the new liberal
teaching. 285
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A new organ built by Henry Pilcher's Sons of Louisville, Kentucky,
had been installed at First Presbyterian Church during the summer of
1922. It cost $7,000; the old organ was sold to Columbia College for
$500. In 1925, the Pilcher organ was enlarged by the M. P. Moller
Company, a three-manual console added, and the pipes hidden from
view by "a beautiful screen of wood carved with Gothic tracery"-the
lower portion paneled and the upper portion glazed with frosted
glass. The newspaper reported that it would "rank among the best in
. the state." An organ recital by David A. Pressley of Washington Street
Methodist Church, on Thursday evening, October 15, 1925, introduced the new instrument. A chorus of thirty-six voices, accompanied by Mrs. L. B. Folk of First Presbyterian Church, sang "Glorious is
Thy Name" (Mozart); "0 Sacred Head, Now Wounded" (Bach); and
"Unfold, Ye Portals" (Gounod).
The session now turned its attention to renovating Smith Memorial
Chapel and constructing a new Sunday school building. The cost of
u Douglas Kelly writes that many "churches lapsed into a broadly evangelical, mancentered type of soteriology, a lack of serious church discipline, and an all-too-frequent separation ... between personal piety and business, educational and social/cultural life. Much of this decline from sound Calvinism in the Southern de nominations
occurred between approximately 1870 and 1930." Kelly, Preachers with Powe1; xxv.
2 5

LENG THEN ING THE

CoRD

203

remo delin g the chur ch build ing cam e to $77,000;
the cost of chan ges
in the Sam uel Mac on Smit h Cha pel and cons
truct ion of the new
build ing was estim ated at $140 ,000 .
The new Sund ay scho ol buil ding was plan ned
for the corn er of
Mar ion and Was hing ton stree ts-o ccup ied by the
old man se (mo re
recently used for Sund ay scho ol classes). To mak
e room for the new
build ing, the old man se was dem olish ed and the
wing of the pres ent
man se- cont ainin g the past or's stud y-w as mov
ed to the rear of the
man se. The corn ersto ne for the n ew build ing
was laid on Satu rday ,
Febr uary 20, 1926; Elde r Will iam Curr ell, form
er pres iden t of the
Univ ersit y of Sout h Caro lina, pres ided . Afte r the
sing ing of hym ns
and addr esse s by Gov erno r Tho mas G. McL eod
and Dr. Lapsley, the
cong rega tion -org aniz ed by Sund ay scho ol class
es and o the r chur ch
grou ps-p roce eded , sing ing "Onw ard Chri stian
Sold iers, " to the
build ing site. Elde r Was hing ton Clar k then desc
ribed the articles
plac ed in the corn ersto ne box -a Bible, a copy
of the Wes tmin ster
Conf essio n of Faith , and vario us item s relat ed to
the chur ch's histo ry.
From time to time the elde rs discu ssed the fate
of the old marb le
pulp it that had stoo d in the chur ch for many years
. The arch itect for
the new build ing pres ente d a plan whe reby the
old pulp it coul d be
plac ed as a mem orial in the first-floor hallway
of the new Sund ay
scho ol buil ding -at the cost of $100. Elde rS. B.
McM aster dona ted
the mon ey, tellin g of "the tend er mem ories whic
h were asso cia ted
with this pulp it from whic h Dr. Thor nwe ll, Dr. Palm
er, Dr. Gira rdea u
and othe rs had prea ched ."
Duri ng the cons truc tion of th e Sund ay scho ol build
ing, the chai rman of the Buil ding Com mitt ee, Will iam Davis Melt
on , died early on
Mon day, May 3, 1926. Flags at the capi tal flew
at half- mast as the
"ent ire State mou rned the loss of one of its bigg
est m en." Dr. Melton
serv ed as the presiden t of the Univ ersit y of Sout
h Caro lina from 1922
to 1926. The re h e "laid the grou ndw ork for
a mod ern insti tutio n
capa ble of serv ing th e inter ests of the e ntire state 286
. " Dr. Melt on was
a faith ful mem ber of First Presbyte rian and had
been active in th e
Billy Sun day revi val- "a cause n ear his hear t."
On Tues day after noon , the facu lty and stud ent body marc hed from
the univ ersit y to
First Chu rch for the fune ral servi ce. Mrs. Melt on
gave h er husb and' s
relig ious libra ry-s ome one hund red boo ks-" to
his belo ved chur ch
for the use of the Sund ay scho ol teach ers."
The new Sund ay scho ol build ing was first u sed
on Sept emb er 9,
1926, and a "hou sewa rmin g" took place on Octo
ber 15, 1926. The
~Rti

Moor e, Colwnbi(t, p. 356.
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session wanted to name the building for Dr. James Woodrow, but Mrs.
Woodrow did not think it best. The session then decided to call the
new building simply "the First Presbyteri an Sunday School" and
named the chapel in the new Sunday school building for Samuel
Macon Smith. The old Samuel Macon Smith Chapel was remodeled
as an assembly hall and recreation building and was in use by the
spring of 1927. Plans for an arcade to connect the old chapel to the
new building were abandone d. The cost of the entire project- remodeling the church building and the chapel, and constructi ng the
new Sunday school building- came to $201,992.57: $15,000 less than
early estimates.
First Presbyteri an Church could now be proud of its beautiful,
functional plant. But the church would learn, in the next years, the
importanc e of greater diligence and effort on the part of its leaders
and members. Preserving , in its teaching and preaching , the truth of
the Bible and maintainin g Christian standards of life among its people would require enormous commitm ent in a time when evangelica l
truth was beginning to appear to many as old-fashio ned and unnecessary. In 1923 the Presbyterian Standard warned that "there is an epidemic of heresy, not only in churches where it has shown itself at
intervals in the past, but also incipient in our own ranks-an d with
the least encourage ment it will break into open rebellion." In the
next few years, a growing number of pastors and teachers within the
Presbyteri an Church in the United States would begin to challenge
conservati ve views of the Bible and to abandon the doctrines of the
Westmins ter Standards .

CHA PTE R16
---------~---------

TH E LI GH T SHINES

In 1926 First Presb yterian Chur ch had 22 elders, 30
d eaco ns, and
1,210 mem bers. Dr. Lapsley was the p astor, Mrs. Andr
ew Bram lett was
the "past or's assist ant," or, the sessi on minu tes note
d, "chu rch secre tary if you prefe r the latte r term ." The Sund ay scho
ol roll reach ed
849. The cate chism was still taug ht in the Sund ay scho
ol, but teach ers foun d that it was "not usually" taugh t by pare nts
to th eir child ren
at h om e, as it was in the earli er perio d of the chur ch
's history. Attendanc e at morn ing wors hip avera ged 900 (seventy-five
per cent of the
mem bersh ip). Ther e were 30,0 in the evening servi
ce and 100 at
pray er m eetin g. Expe nses came to $68,000; only a little
over $16,000
went to bene volen t cau ses.
With over five hund red miss iona ries- one of th e large
st miss ionar y
force s of any deno mina tion -the Sout hern Presb yteri
an Chur ch continue d to stress the work of forei gn missi ons. First Presb
yteri an, however, h ad no t given the full askin g of presb ytery for
fo reign missi ons
for a num ber of years. Dr. Lapsley sugg ested that inste
ad of supp orting "fore ign miss ions" in gen eral, as in the past, the
chur ch selec t individual miss ionar ies to supp ort, there by prov iding
a "pers onal
touch ." The sessio n d ecide d that the chur ch woul d
cont ribut e to the
supp ort of Mr. and Mrs. Geor ge Hud son in Kash
ing, Chin a; Miss
Ruth Buch land in Nago ya, Japa n; Mr. John Morr
ison in Lueb o ,
Africa; and Miss Alice Gene vieve Marc hant in Varg
inha, Brazi l. Miss
Marc hant, wh o had lived in Brazil durin g h er child
h ood, was calle d
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home to Columbi a to care for her sick father but returned to Brazil
in 1917. Mrs. Osmond Young Owings organize d support for Miss
Marchan t as a special project of the Congare e Presbyte rial Auxiliary.
The n eed for a steamer to transpor t the missiona ries up and down
the Congo River produce d an outpouri ng of money from the children of the Presbyte rian church, and the Lapsley (named for Dr.
Lapsley's uncle who had died pioneeri ng the Congo mission) was
provided . When the ship was wrecked , the children again respond ed
and a new, larger Lapsley steamed in to service.
On February 16, 1926, all the schools in the city were closed for the
funeral of First Church member Miss Fannie McCants . Born in 1850,
Miss McCants had become, when she was nineteen , one of the pioneer teachers in Columbi a schools.
The session, on March 8, 1926, "covenan ted with each other to pray
for an outpouri ng of the Holy Spirit and for the addition of at least
fifty member s to the congrega tion" on Commu nion Sunday in April.
The "rescue mission evangelist," Mel Trotter, came for a two-week
meeting, beginnin g Sunday, Novemb er 14, 1926. Singing was led by
Homer Hammo ntree, and Mr. Trotter preache d twice each day, at
3:30 and 7:30 p.m. A number of people were converte d during the
meetings andjoin ed the church. On Sunday, Decemb er 19, 1926, Dr.
R. A. Torrey- who was in Columbi a conduct ing a series of meetings
for the YMCA- preache d at First Church. Revival m eetings had become an annual feature of First Church's life; but some, includin g
Elder Fitz Hugh McMaster, had reservati ons about them. His objections were not recorded in the session minutes, but Mr. McMaste r
may have d etected a different theologic al emphasis in the preachin g
of the evangelists and a willingness on the part of member s to depend
on these annual meeting s to do the work of evangeli sm for the
church.
In the fall of 1926, Fannie Jordan (Mrs. Thomas S.) Bryan-w ho
had already establish ed a mission station in Mrica in memory of her
87
husban d-presen ted a carillon to the church as another memorial,2
The $12,000- carillon was the largest single gift ever made to the
church. Installed in the steeple, the chimes sounded the standard
Westmin ster quarters and the hours. They could be played also from
a small keyboard beside the organ console. "There is no tugging at

The Tubular Bell Carillon was manufactu red by the J. C. Deagan Company of
Chicago. Out of the five hundred catillons produced, about one hundred were still
being used in 1985.
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ropes," the session minute s n o ted, but the music is produced with
"the aid of the world' s great servan t, electricity." The chimes were
dedica ted on Janua ry 16, 1927, and a bronze table t honor ing Mr.
Bryan placed in the vestibu le. Hymn tunes were played at mid-m o rning, a t sunset , and on specia l occasio ns. "Old Hundr edth" rang the
hour of the morni ng service on Sunday.
Th e chime s marke d the hours all night until the church received
som e compl aints from n eighbo rs. The clerk wrote the manuf acture r
to ask if it would damag e the chimes to turn them off at night. When
the compa ny answer ed th at there was no dange r of any "burni ng out"
if the chime s were "se t to sile n ce during the night," the session d ecided to shut them off from ten o'clock until seven in the morni ng. The
operat ion and timing of th e chimes contin ued to be a proble m, and
by 1930 th ey were not being used. Mrs. Bryan wrote to th e session
that she h ad given the chime s in memo ry of her husban d and for the
glory of God , and since "no sile nt chime s ever procla imed the glory
of God," the "tablet might better be taken down ." A plan for d aily
playin g of the chime s that satisfied Mrs. Bryan -and the neigh borswas worke d out.
Music was impor tant in the church 's life. The First Presby terian
Churc h quarte t was compo sed of Mrs. L. Strasb urger, sopran o; Miss
Mary Chreitzburg, contra lto; Dr. P. V. Mikell, tenor; and Mr. Irwin
Sutphe n, bass. There was consid erable compe tition among the Columbia church es for outstan ding singers . On one occasio n, session
memb ers m e t with repres entativ es of "the musica l interes ts in the
four congre gation s in the heart of Colum bia" to discuss the proble m
of one church n ego tiating directl y with a singer already em ployed by
anothe r. The Music Comm ittee of the session had freque nt advice
for the choir, on on e occasi on reques ting that it includ e at least on e
"gospe l hymn " at each Sunday morni ng service. After consid erable
discuss ion, the session gave p ermiss ion for th e use of a violin and cornet in the Sunday school .
At the end of 1926, Ida H endrix (Mrs. L. B.) Folk resign ed after
almost fifty years as th e church 's organi st. She had sung in the choir
as a girl of fifteen and h ad becom e organi st when she was seventeen-r eplaci ng Mrs. Tappa n, whose husban d served as choir director. (The Tapp ans lived in the North but came to Colum bia every
winter for Mrs. Tappa n's h ealth; accom plish e d musici ans, they gave
their time to the church withou t cost.) The gifted Ida Folk could p lay
or transp ose music at sight. She often perfor med with the local symphony and also worke d as th e organi st in a theatre on Main Street.
The most p opular hymns at First Presby terian Churc h during Mrs.
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Folk's time were "Nearer My God to Thee," "Rock of Ages," and
"Lead, Kindly Light."
Mr. Fred Howard Parker, of the music faculty of Chicora College,
became organist and choir director at First Presbyterian Church on
January 1, 1927. Fred Parker grew up in Johnston in Edgefield County,
where, at age fourteen, he b ecame organist at the Johnston Baptist
Church. He earned several degrees-a bachelor's degree in science, a
master's degree in art from the University of South Carolina, and a
bachelor's degree in music from Chicora College, under the tutelage
of Dr. Henry Bellaman. H e later studied at some of the outstanding
music schools in the United States and Europe, including the School
of Sacred Music at Union Theological Seminary in New York City. In
1930 he became chairman of the Department of Music at Columbia
College. When, in July 1934, Fred Parker marrie d Carolyn
Patterson-voice teacher at Chicora College and later at Columbia
College-the session and the diaconate voted "to co-operate in a
movement to give him a wedding present." Just after their m arriage ,
the Parkers moved their membership to First Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Parker began immediately to build a volunteer choir around
the solo quartet. This was a valuable addition to the worship service,
except for the distracting effect of bright, colorful dresses and large
flowered hats that faced the congregation each Sunday. Several discussion s about a "vested choir" divided the session; the m ajority
approved th e change. The problem was money. Finally a petition
from twenty-one choir members asking p ermission to use robeswhich they themselves promised to provide- was approved unanimously. Two choir m embers-Mrs. Charles J. Gate, Sr., and Mrs.
Irwin Sutphen-borrowed enough money to buy academic robes and
mortarboard caps, which they paid for by renting them each year to
U niversity of South Carolina seniors at commencement time. Crisp
white cotton cottas were purchased to wear over the black robes. Mrs.
Wheeler, a dear, gentle woman with a large family, came to Mr. Parker
one d ay and said, "I h aven't much money to con tribute to th e church,
and I cannot sing in the choir; but I can wash aiid iron well, so I
would like to keep the cottas clean. " Mrs. Wheeler boiled th e cottas
in a big iron washpot in her back yard, lightly starch ed them, hung
them in the sunshine to dry, and re turned them spotless and freshly
ironed. One choir m ember-Miss Alice Lee Burkette- loved th e
choir robes so much tl1at sh e requested tl1at sh e b e buried in h er
robe-and left a b equest for its replace ment! Mrs. Gate and h er
daughter Geraldine organized a youth choir, which h ad twenty-four
active members in 1930.
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In additio n to its usual items of busine ss, the session dealt with various occasi onal topics. Declin ing the gift of hand fans with adverti sements for use in the church, the elders reques ted the deacon s to buy
a suffici ent numbe r of plain fans. A few years later, it was d ecided to
permi t the use of fans with advert ising if the advert isemen t was suitable for a church ! A variety ofview s on the use of ferme nted wine in
the comm union service were expres sed, but no one oppos ed grape
juice.
In 1927 there were 1,145 memb ers. An incom plete analysis revealed that among the women memb ers, there were forty-e ight
stenog rapher s, forty-e ight teache rs, sixteen busine sswom en, and nine
nurses . Sixty-seven First Churc h men were owner s of businesses;
forty-e ight were clerks; thirty-t hree were salesm e n; twenty -three, professors; twenty-two, lawyers; sevent een, railroa d men; sixteen , doctor s;
fifteen , mecha nics; and four were farmers.
The Wome n's Auxili ary condu cted missio n-study classes and h eld
prayer days for missions. They sent 4 surgeo n's coats and 108 threeyard banda ge rolls to the Ellen Graha m Hospit al in Korea. Fifteen
circles held meetin gs and engag ed in social work. The Good Fellowship Club for men m et regularly. The recrea tion buildin g was the site
of many basket ball games b etween the First Presby terian team and
o ther church teams. When the church men were not playing, the
"boys from the Bible school " were allowe d use of the buildin g.
On Friday aftern oon, March 4, 1927, wome n of the church es of
Colum bia met at First Presby terian to pray for one hour for "the evangelizat ion of the world "-part of a day of prayer "to girdle the earth
with a band of interce ssion." On Sunday , March 27, ]. Gresha m
Mache n of Prince ton Theological Semin ary, who had come to Columbia to give the semina ry's Smyth Lectur es, preach ed at the morning service . Beginn ing on Monda y night, Dr. Mache n delive red his
lecture s on "The Virgin Birth of Christ" in the Smith Memo rial
Chape l.
The last comm encem ent of Colum bia Theolo gical Semin ary in
Colum bia took place in 1927. The semina ry was ending its ninetyninth year of existen ce, ninety- seven of which were spent in Colum bia. When the semina ry was founde d, South Caroli na and Georg ia
had forme d one synod of five presby teries. There were now five synods-A labam a, Florid a, Georg ia, Mississippi, and South Carol inawhich owned and operat ed the school . As early as 1887, there were
propos als to move the semina ry to Atlanta . In the early 1920s the
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Synod of South Carolina h ad discussed the possibility of relocating
the seminary or m erging it with Union Theological Seminary in
Richmond, Virginia. First Presbyterian Church did all it could to preven t such a move. A resolution from the session to th e seminary
directors on Octob er 21, 1923, stated:
It is with profound regret th at we, the Session of the First
Presbyterian Church of Columbia learn of the movement to
remove from our bounds that time-honored and beloved
institution, the Columbia Seminary. The Seminary is virtually a child of this congregation, and is strongly rooted in
the memories and affections of all our people. To remove it
from its present location would be a disastrous blow to
Presbyterians in our church and capital city.

In 1924, however, the Synod of South Carolina- facing the financial pressures of keeping the sch ool open-approved the move of th e
seminary. Presbyterians in th e Atlanta area donated a site of forty
acres and provided $250,000 for buildings; the Synod of Georgia
promised an additional $250,000. During the school year 19261927-its last year in Columbia-the seminary enrolled sixty-two students.
The First Presbyterian Church bulletin of April 24, 1927, announced, "with h eartfelt and mingled feelings, . . . the last commencement service of Columbia T h eological Seminary that will be
held in this church." The n ext Sunday, May 1, Dr. W. M. McPheeters
presided at the baccalaureate. T h at evening the annual m issionary
address was given under the auspices of the Society of Missionary
Inquiry. On Tuesday evening, Dr. Richard T. Gillespie-who had
been serving as president since January 1925, succeeding Dr. J ohn M.
Wells-was inaugurated as president of th e semin ary. (Wells h ad followed Dr. Thornton Whaling, who was president from 1911 to 1921.)
On Wednesday, May 4, commencement exercises were h eld as usual
in First Presbyterian Church. A reception for the faculty, students,
families, and friends followed in th e n ewly renovated recreation hall,
which was decorated with pink roses, hollihocks, and pine boughs.
Receiving gu ests were Dr. and Mrs. Lapsley, Dr. and Mrs. Gillespie,
Mr. Fitz Hugh McMaster- clerk of the session- and Mrs. McMaster,
Mr. E. S. Cardwell-chairman of the board of deacons-and Mrs.
Cardwell, and Mr. W. A. Clark-senior elder. Nostalgia and sadness
accompanied the old seminary's move away from Columbia. For
many years, the church h ad given a reception each fall for the seminary faculty and students. I t h ad supported the seminary with its
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prayers and money. I t h ad drawn on the seminary for supply preachers and Sunday school teachers. Lectures and special services of the
seminary were held in the church's building s-enric hing the congregatio n and the city with solid Bible teaching and historic Reformed theology.
.In August 1927 the seminary moved to its new campus in Decatur,
Georgia. The Columbi a campus was used as a school for missiona ry
children for a few years, until it was purchase d by Columbi a Bible
College, wh ich already owned the old Colonia Hotel a block away. 28 R

-

Elder]. A. Stoddard , professo r at the Universi ty of South Carolina,
was now Sunday school superint endent at First Presbyte rian Church.
The session elected both th e officers and teachers of the Sunday
school. Among the teachers in the young people's d epartme nt was
Dr. Havilah Babcock , the noted English professo r and author.
First Presbyte rian Church con tinned to condu ct services for black
children in its mission on Pulaski Street. T h e superint endent was
Samuel Livingsto ne Miller, who, "with what assistan ce he could ge t,
gathered a group of children every Sunday afternoo n and instru cted
them in the Christian religion." A number of these "scholars " showed
"an intellige nt grasp of their duties and responsibilities. " The session
discussed whether or not several of these children might become
m embers of First Presbyte rian, but m ost of the congreg ation thought
that it was better for them to join Ladson until a church could be
establish ed at Pulaski Street. The Pulaski m ission, however, did not
flourish ; the work was closed and the building sold for $800 in 1932.
On October 4, 1926, the deacons signed a p etition to City Council
for the p aving of Washing ton Street. The Church Property Com m ittee decided to remove the iron hitching posts in fron t of the church .
In June 1927 the d eacons signed another petition for the paving of
Lady, Marion, and Bull streets. On March 4, 1929, they requeste d
tha t the city move sidewalk dirt from the high place on Bull Street to
fill in the low place on Lady Street. The streets were eventual ly p aved
and property owners assessed for th e work. In Feb ru ary 1932 the
church still owed $1,092.46.

2
HH Afte r 1959, when Colum bia Bible College m
oved to a 300-acre campus on
Monticello Road , three miles north of Columbia, the old Ainsley H all building, which
had housed bo th Columbia Seminary and Columbia Bible College, was beautifully
restored by the Historic Columbia Foundatio n. It is now known as the Ro bert Mills
House.
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During 1927 and 1928 a number of long-time members of First
Presbyterian Church died. Mrs. Albert M. Withers died on October
4, 1927. For many years she had brought flowers for the pulpit and
taken them to the sick after the Sunday services. The session placed
an inscribed tablet at the front of the pulpit, where her flowers had
always stood, which read: "In memory of Lidie Heyward Withers. She
bore flowers to His altar." Later that month, Captain "Boney" Chase
died. For over forty years he had been the passenger conductor on
the Southern Railroad train between Columbia, Spartanburg, and
Asheville.
Threats of city life became more obvious when, on January 23,
1928, thirty-three-year-old attorney William D. Dickey stepped "from
a jitney which had stopped on the opposite side of the street from his
home, started across the street, and was struck by a car." Dr. Lapsley
conducted his funeral. On June 13, 1928, General D. W. McLaurin
died. He had served for four years with Lee's army in northern Virginia during the War Between the States and was wounded three
times. He was an elder in the Presbyterian church for over fifty years
but a member at First Presbyterian Church in Columbia for a short
time only. Louis T. Wilds died on June 29, 1928. Developer of the
town of Eau Claire, Mr. Wilds was an elder at First Pr~sbyterian for
over thirty years. Mr. and Mrs. Wilds had thirteen children, many of
whom went into the full-time service of the Presbyterian church as
ministers and missionaries. On September 8, 1928, Frank E. Sims
died. Mr. Sims, who at one time served as a member of General Wade
Hampton's bodyguard, was described as "a gentleman of the old
school, a true type of the old Southern aristocracy." On September
17, 1928, Dr. Andrew Charles Moore died. He had been a distinguished biologist at the university, former dean and twice acting-president, and chairman of the Columbia City School Board for twentyfive years. City schools closed and the university postponed its opening until after the funeral. The State reported that Dr. Moore, a longtime elder at First Presbyterian Church, was "a Christian who practiced his religion in his everyday life." The funeral was at the old
Nazareth Church in Spartanburg County. A delegation from
Columbia, including Dr. Lapsley, went up for the service on
September 19 and caught "the Carolina Special" train back home.
Felie Baker Woodrow, the ninety-one-year-old widow of the late
James Woodrow and the aunt of Woodrow Wilson, lived in her house
on the corner of Sumter and Washington streets. 289 Years earlier
289
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when electric lights cam e into use, Mrs. Woodrow h ad given a light
for the northwe st corner of the churchy ard. Now confined to her
h ome, she smiled and said, "I am so glad my light shines to ligh t other
people to prayer meeting , and I h ave made provision in my will that
it shall shine for m any years to com e." On Decemb er 10, 1928, Mrs.
Woodrow died. Accordin g to The State, she was "one of Columbi a's
b est beloved women." H er daughte r,Jennie Wilson Woodrow Woodbridge, one of the first women admitted to South Carolina College,
served with her husband as a m issionary in China.
In 1928, session al committees included pulpit supply, church music, church attendan ce, welcome, religious edu cation, visitation of th e
sick, evangelism, college relations , and young people's work. The
church was facing pressing fin ancial needs, h aving struggle d to pay
the interest and in stallm ent due on its bonds. Noneth eless, th e session voted to raise $1,660 for Presbyte rian College "if possible"- part
of the $48,000 need ed to keep the college open for another year. An
every-m ember canvass was adopted , as the session attempte d to m ake
a more earnest effort "to lay the matter of stewardship upon the
h earts of our member s." The church "h as not one penny of income
except what is contribu te d ," the minutes sta ted. T he church debt (as
of April 1, 1930) was $176,884.59.
First Presbyte rian Church invited Baptist evangelist Gypsy Smith to
hold m eetings in Columbi a for two weeks, beginnin g Novemb er 25,
1928. During the first week, Mr. Smith preached every morning at the
educatio nal institutio n s of Columbi a and a t First Presbyte rian in the
evenings . There were n oon meetings at the Imperial Thea ter a nd
evening meetings at the church during the se cond week. A special
m ee ting for Negroes was conduct ed at First Church. Dr. Lapsley welcomed the 1,600 people wh o jammed the church, apologiz ing th at h e
did not h ave more time to tell them "how much we welcome you
here." Gypsy Smith preach ed on "the n ew birth" from J ohn 3:3. The
State n ewspape r reported that "the evangeli st was preachin g with so
much fervor that a woman screame d and a few oth ers cried ou t
'amen."' When p eople began looking around to see wh at was h app ening, the evangelis t said, "There is no n eed of any on e h ere putting
on airs. If any one wants to give vent to h is feelings let him cry out.
Le t him shout. If it is righ t to shout in sh acks back yon der in your communities it is just as right that you praise God righ t h ere in th e First
Presbyte rian Church of Columbi a. Don't turn u p your nose and sn eer
because some would praise God here in their own way. T he doctrine
of the n ew birth that Christ tau ght Nicodem us is being preach ed today
and all of us, ifwe are to see God's kingdom , must be born again."
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Late in 1928 the session began to discuss the possibility of the rotation plan for church officers. Some elders vehemently resisted the
proposed change as inconsistent with the Form of Government. The
number of elders was increased to 27 and deacons to 32, with elections held from a session-approved list of male members of the
church. Membership in 1929 reached 1,266. There were 1,015 enrolled in Sunday school. The Business Women's Circle of the Women's Auxiliary had more than a hundred names on its roll. The
church budget was $56,021; $11,025 of this amount was designated
for benevolences.
In November 1928, Dr. Lapsley received a call to the First Presbyterian Church of Ch attanooga, Tennessee. He told the Columbia session "how perplexed h e was by the call and disturbed in spirit." The
elders recommended that he make a quick trip to Chattanooga
before deciding and expressed their hope that he would decline the
call, "to stay with us and continue the great work [you have] been
doing for [your] Master and ours in our church and the whole community." Dr. Lapsley visited the Ch attanooga church and preached
twice. He was impressed with "the size of the field." When he
declined the call to Chattanooga-;with its $7,500-a-year salary-most
of the elders and deacons voted to raise his salary from $5,000 to
$6,000. Some dissented, however; and there was considerable discussion of the matter in the congregation, until Dr. Lapsley requested
that his salary remain $5,000-the amount h e received durihg his
entire ministry at the church.
On Sunday, January 20, 1929, afternoon vesper services from First
Presbyterian Church were broadcast over the radio-the first time in
the history of the city that such a broadcast h ad taken place. Over
250 phone calls and letters reached the church from listeners as far
away as I\jngstree and Florence. Mr. Parker gave a half-hour organ
recital, without compensation, after each vesper service, reducing the
cost of the radio broadcast to ten dollars a service. The Wednesday
evening prayer m eeting, now held in the Smith Memorial Chapel, was
well attended. One faithful member was overheard saying to a friend,
"We had better hurry or we will not get a good seat."
The church grounds had been much neglected. In the spring of
1915, a churchyard committee ofwomen had taken matters in hand,
planning and directing work to reset gravestones, build a new wire
fence, remove some dozen large trees, and plant crepe myrtles, oleanders, dogwood trees, and running roses. The $300 tl1e sessio n had
appropriated for the churchyard was cut to $100, however, and the
grounds were again neglected. In 1929 a women's organization was
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form ed, with forty mem bers contr ibutin g six dolla rs a year
to creat e
a perpe tual-c are system. Mrs. David Reid Flenn iken took
a perso nal
intere st in this proje ct until her death at the age of eighty
-seve n in
1933 -the resul t of a fall as she super vised work in the churc
hyard .
Late in 1928 Mrs. Bram le tt, the churc h secre tary, resig ned;
and the
n ext May the Rever end john MacE acher n was chose n as
the pasto r's
assist ant and paid $150 a mont h. Mr. MacE acher n, a gradu
ate of Columb ia Semi nary in 1911, had serve d as a missi onary
in Kuns an,
Korea , from 1912 to 1928. He suppl ied the New Broo kland
.chur ch
while work ing at First Presb yteria n. His repor t to the sessio
n for the
1930-1931 churc h year indic ated that he preac hed 94
times, conducte d 48 praye r meeti ngs, and made 141 hospi tal calls
and 1,282
pasto ral visits. He apolo gized for his repor t, sayin g that ten
days of illness had hinde red his world The sessio n noted the mark
ed decre ase
of churc h atten dance by unive rsity stude nts. Cause s for
the decli ne,
it decid ed, were availability of other activities, lack of visita
tion by pastors and elder s, and "antit heolo gical intell ectua lism. "
The old churc h build ing which h ad suffe red from storm
and fire
faced anoth er probl em. Term ites made n ews in the July
16, 1929,
issue of The State paper : "Ants Eat Floor s Away in Presb
yteria n
Chur ch. New Secti on of Edifi ce Torn up for Repa irs as Flyin
g Insec ts
who Thriv e in Deca ying Wood Take Char ge of Histo ric
Build ing."
Thes e "ants, " the pape r repor ted, are "appa rently kin to
the destr uctive white ants of the South ern Hemi spher e." The old
part of the
churc h was not affec ted; but the new part, const ructe d in
1925, was
"almo st eaten away." The churc h was again close d as contr
actor s repaire d the dama ge and attem pted "to eradi cate the pests
with new
mater ials."
After the war, a false prosp erity intro duce d the hecti c boom
of the
twenties. Colu mbia 's youth -like youn g peop le in the
rest of the
coun try-" seem ed totally seriou s abou t the pursu it of pleas
ure." A
vast const ructio n proje ct was begu n in April of 1927, which
woul d, in
three years, creat e Lake Murray. The huge dam and
one of the
world 's large st powe r reserv es cost twenty millio n dolla rs
and provi ded empl oyme nt for thirty-five hund red work ers. But with
the "Grea t
Depr essio n"-w hich came to South Caro lina early becau
se of fallin g
cotto n price s and the destru ctive boll weev il-tho usan ds
throu ghou t
the state strug gled to survive. On Octo ber 24, 1929 -"Bla
ck Thur sday" -pric es colla psed on the New York Stock Exch ange.
Becau se
only a hand ful of Colu mbia ns "had the where witha l to
dabb le in
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stocks and bonds," most, probably, paid more attention to the "Big
290
Thursday" football game at the state fair, won by Clemson, 21 to 14!
But the hard times were soon felt by almost everyone, including the
members of First Presbyterian Church.
On December 12, 1929, the church Christmas concert was given by
the University of South Carolina Symphony Orchestra (the session
stipulating that all music, including carols, be "of a churchly type") .
During the first week of 1930, Presbyterian minister Homer Hammontree, the song leader during the Me l Trotter meetings of 1926,
preach ed each evening at the church, in meetings especially planned
for th e young people.
On February 24, 1930, Porter A. McMaster, Columbia attorney and
son of Colonel F. W. McMaster, died; three days later his sister Helen
Graham McMaster died, also of pneumonia. Miss Helen, as sh e was
called, carried on with her usual vigor and love of life until the end.
She was a teacher who always included in her teaching, The State
reported, "the Bible and the Confederacy"!
Economic depression greatly affected the church's ability to carry
on its ministry. Dr. Lapsley's request that the session authorize purch ase of four electric fans for use in the sanctuary in the hot summer
weather barely passed, five votes to four; th e minority argued that all
church bills should be paid first. The session explored every possible
way of saving money. Dr. Reed Smith argued, though, that the choir
budget should not be cut. It had taken five years to build up the
choir, he said, and First Presbyterian now had the best music in th e
city.
Chicora College also was experiencing difficulty. The First Presbyterian Church session attempted to h elp despite its own problems.
Chicora began a two-million-dollar campus in Shandon but, after
building a few h omes for professors, abandoned the project and
merged, in 1930, with Queen's College in Charlotte. On October 6,
1930, an appeal was made to the session for Presbyterian College.
The state of South Carolina had already lost Columbia Seminary and
Chicora College within a few years, and now Presbyterian College was
threatened.
In September 1930, Dr. Lapsley was called to the First Presbyterian
Church of Roan oke, Virginia. He accepted the call, leaving Colum-
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bia on O ctobe r 26 with deep regret after eight and a h alfyea rs of
ministry. "I have n ever found in my exper ience as a minis ter such
faithfulnes s and suppo rt," h e said, "as I have found in the sessio n of
this
church. " Durin g Dr. Lapsley's ministry, First Presb yteria n was proba
bly the most popular and influe ntial churc h in the city. A civic-m
inded pastor who was intere sted in all aspec ts of the city's life, Dr. Lapsl
ey
rarely misse d the "Big Thurs day" footba ll game betwe en Carolina
and
Clems on each O ctobe r durin g "Fair Week." His jolly person ality
app ealed to young and old. More impo rtant, Dr. Lapsle y was a
good
minister who preac hed the Bible witho ut comp romise and worke
d
h ard to uphol d the Refor m ed faith. 291
A comm ittee of three -clerk of sessio n, chair m an of the board
of
deaco ns, and presid ent of the Wom en's Auxil iary-s electe d twelve
church memb ers to condu ct the search for the next pastor. Dr.
John
McSween, presid ent of Presb yteria n College; Dr. Rober t C. McQu
ilkin, presid ent of Colum bia Bible College; Dr. Davis on McDo
well
Doug las, presid en t of the Unive rsity of South Carolina; Dr. Thorn
ton
Whali ng, professor of theology at Colum bia .and Louisville semin
aries
and now retire d in Colum bia, supplied the pulpit while the comm
ittee looke d fo r a new pastor .

~! 1 1 Dr. Lapsley served the First Presbyt erian Churc
h of Roanok e, Virgini a, for mor e
th an twenty-on e years. He became the city's best-kn own radio preach
er and, after his
retirem ent, conduc ted a popula r Sun day mornin g radio progra
m caJied "Grandfather's Ch air." He died on May 22, 1953.
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CHAPTER 17
------------------~------------------

THE OL D FIRST

In February 1931, Dr. J ames Wyly Jackson, pastor in Greenwo od,
South Carolina , was called to First Presbyte ria n Church in Columbi a.
J ames J ackson h ad been born in Gate City, Virginia , onJuly 10, 1893.
H e graduate d from Emory and Henry College in 1914 and became a
high school teach er and coach in Lynnville , Tenness ee. After servin g
in the army in World War I, he enrolled at Louisvill e Presbyte rian
Theolog ical Seminar y-weari ng his army uniform! In 1920 he married Alice Victoria Stewart of Metropo lis, Illinois. Alice, a graduate of
the Universi ty of Wiscons in, tau ght school in Oklahom a a nd then in
Lynnvill e . After completing seminary in 1921,Jac kson served Presbyterian church es in Tenness ee and Florida before coming to First Presbyterian in Greenwo od in 1926. A scholarly preacher , he studied for
several summ ers at the Universi ty of Chicago Divinity School. On
June 3, 1930, h e was award ed the doctor of divinity d egree by Presbyterian College.
When First Church called Dr. Jackson, Mr. Fitz Hugh McMaste r
wrote urging him to accept the call, explaini ng that "our congreg ation is strictly fundame ntal." A few clays later, Dr. J ackson received a
letter from Mrs. Thomas S. Bryan, stating that she had belonge d '.'to
the Old First" for more th an forty years and that she kn ew "no more
united body of believers ." "Should you answer our call in the affir mative," she continue d, "I feel sure you can lead us as willing sh eep in to
new pa~tures and beside still waters." Dr. J ackson accepted the call.
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The Jacksons did not move into the old manse on the church property but rented, and later ourchased, a house at 2903 Millwood
'292
•
Avenue m the Shandon area.

-·-

Early in Dr. Jackson's ministry several long-time elders died. The
State reported on August 19, 1931: "Death Takes Six Elders in Seven
Months"-adding, in a subtitle, "All of them Substantial, Upright
Citizens." Asa C. Squier died onJanuary, 21, 1931. A member of First
Presbyterian Church since his baptism in 1851, Mr. Squier served as a
deacon and elder and for over sixty years was an officer in the Sunday
school. Washington Augustus Clark, an elder for forty-five years, died
on March 7. The session's minutes noted that "in every sense he was
a true elder, in brotherly love, in the entertainment of strangers, as a
doer of the Word, in keeping himself unspotted from the world,
patient under suffering, pure in heart, merciful, letting his light
shine, but not letting his right hand know what his left hand did. He
walked in the perfect law of liberty. "
Jacob T. Gray died on April 3; and on June 20, Walter S. Neil was
found dead in his automobile submerged beneath the waters of
Pelion Mill Pond in Lexington County. He h ad left his office to "see
how the bream were biting," promising to be back in a short time. A
heart attack apparently caused him to lose control of his car, which
plunged into the pond. An avid sportsman, Mr. Neil loved fishing
and was the star player of the Neil baseball team, an organization
composed entirely of Neils!
Davison McDowell Douglas, president of the University of South
Carolina, died on August 1. Dr. Douglas came to the university from
the presidency of Presbyterian College. He worked to beautify the
Carolina campus and to improve the quality of the university's education. T. Hasell Dick died on August 15. Born in 1861 at his father's
Sumter County plantation, Myrtlemore, Mr. Dick was a hearty supporter of Columbia Bible College. He died in Asheville, where he
had gone hoping the mountain climate would be beneficial to his
health. A few days before his death, a group of elders had made the
trip to Asheville to visit their friend.
Eight new elders were elected in 1933 and ten more the next year
to serve with Dr. Jackson on the session of First Presbyterian Church.

292
In 1958 the Jacksons bought the house at 3024 Kershaw Street, a few blocks from
their first Columbia home on Millwood Avenue.
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Columbians trekked to the new farmers' market on Assembly
Street during the spring and summer to get fresh corn, beans, sweet
potatoes, peaches, and watermelons. On June 9, 1931, the session
held its regular monthly meeting at the Goodwill Plantation of Elder
S. B. McMaster "on the third story open air piazza of his lodge." The
occasion was the twenty-first annual fish fry that Mr. McMaster provided for the elders and deacons of First Presbyterian Church.
The session conducted its business faithfully; as always, special
problems came to its attention. InJune 1931, the clerk was requested to write a letter to the City Council asking that airplanes not be
permitted to fly over the church building during vesper services! The
propriety of a Sunday school teacher's playing golf on Sunday was discussed at a later meeting in 1931. The session took no action, "but it
appeared to be the sense of those present that it was inadvisable."
The prohibition debate raged in Columbia as elsewhere. Allied Campaigners, a group advocating prohibition, was given permission to use
the church, but, in a letter dated February 13, 1932, Dr. Pinkney V.
Mikell protested. "No one believes in temperance more than I do,"
h e said, "but I must again protest io the session against letting any
political issue [be] discussed in our house of worship." The session
attempted to adhere to its rule of conducting no business during its
Sunday morning meetings; these were devoted entirely to devotional
exercises and the receiving and dismissing of members.
Dr. Jackson had no assistant; Mr. MacEachern had accepted a call
to the Presbyterian chu rch in Whitmire in 1931. Repeated efforts to
get the elders to visit the congregation had failed. One elder stated
that he believed that "official, or perfunctory, visiting was now obsolete." First Presbyterian members taught Sunday school classes at
their church and also helped at other churches. Dr. Reed Smithson of former pastor Samuel Macon Smith and dean of the graduate
school of the university-taug ht at Rose Hill Presbyterian Church. A
Sunday school class for "the Greeks of the city" was meeting in the
recreation building. An "excellent orchestra" h ad been organized by
Deacon P. V. Mikell to play for the Men's Bible Class, an organization
now flourishing under its president, R. L. Sumwalt. At Christmas,
"white gifts" were collected from the Sunday school for the children
at Thornwell Orphanage. A truck from The State took th e parcels to
the railroad station, where they were transported to the orphanage in
Clinton without charge. In 1930 and again in 1935, First Presbyterian

222

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

won the championship of the YMCA Sunday School Basketball
League-first under coach L. P. Russell and then under Thomas B.
Scott. ·
During the early 1930s the country was experiencing serious hardships, and First Presbyterian suffered along with its people and its city.
In 1932 the church struggled to pay its debts and meet its obligations.
It borrowed $8,000 to make the annual payment of principal and
interest on the church bonds. The deacons carefully investigated
prices for coal-from $4.85 to $5.49-before ordering forty tons.
Pulpit-supply honorarium was cut from $50.00 a Sunday to $25.00.
The session debated the elimination of paid singers in the choir,
which would save about $400. A lively discussion on the topic during
the November 13, 1932, session meeting resulted in a vote of fourteen
to twelve in favor of discontinuing the paid quartet. The choir director was apprehensive that this would result in the collapse of the volunteer choir, but the paid singers indicated their willingness to continue to serve without salary. Reconsidering its earlier action, the session voted, nine to eight, to allow $40 per month for the choir quartet. The budget for 1933 was $42,000; $8,000 of that amount was for
benevolences. The Sunday bulletin was now mimeographed, not
printed, in order to save money. The proposed budget for 1934 was
set at $30,680-with the pastor's salary reduced from $4,500 to
$4,000, fuel from $500 to $300, and repairs from $2,200 to $200.
Benevolences were maintained at $8,000, with fifty-one per cent
going to General Assembly, thirty-seven per cent to synod, and twelve
per cent to presbytery causes.
There was no money to repair the "unsightly condition" of the
church ceiling, nor to replace the dilapidated hymn books. The
chimes were out of order. Radio station WIS raised the broadcast cost
for the vesper services to $15.00 an hour; but when the session decided it could not afford the charge, the station agreed to broadcast thirty minutes of each services for $6.25 a week, accepting Mr. Parker's
organ recitals as payment of $2.00 toward that amount. The elders
pledged to raise the remaining $4.25. Despite the session's efforts to
cut costs, it realized that the church was not meeting its 'just obligations"-includin g a bill of $21.89 owed to the Columbia Piggly-Wiggly
grocery store for at least six months.
The house at 1410 Washington Street was rented for income. A
small house on the church property was remodeled (at the cost of
$700) so that it could be occupied by the sexton and his family for a
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nominal fee. The church attempted to collect the balance owed by
Allen University on the Woodrow Memorial property and planned to
sell its Pulaski Street and Sumter Street properties. The Pulaski Street
property sold in December 1932 for $800. It was not until1937, however, that the church sold the Sumter Street lot next to Ladson
Church, for $2,500, to Ethel R. Davis; on this site the Davis Hotel was
293
built. This was the land given in 1828 by Abram Blanding, on which
the old Sunday school building had stood until it was destroyed in the
fire of February 17, 1865.
The church was unable to pay the interest on its bonds due April1,
1933. "A lady's foot broke through the floor" during the Bible conference in January, but there was no money for repairs. The Richland
County Relief Fund provided men to work at the church and women
to scrub floors. The collections now produced a large number of
coins. The session directed the deacons to place the money from the
collection baskets into the bank bag in the vestibule, out of the congregation's hearing, because the coins "caused an objectionable jingle" during the morning service.
A special committee appointed to evaluate the work of the church
presented its recommenda tions to the session onJanuary 17, 1933. A
plan for visitation of members-b y teams composed of an elder, a
deacon, and two women-was approved. Also approved was a plan
for three weeks of special meetings annually-fo r prayer, Bible study,
and evangelistic preaching. A proposal for a Wednesday fellowship
meeting with a fifteen-cent meal was discussed but a decision postponed. A call for the pastor to wear a robe "somewhat in keeping with
the choir" was voted down. A request that regular members sit in the
front of the church to leave the rear open for "strangers" was judged
worthy but impractical to enforce. Recommend ations that the congregation be trained to give and that a special Easter offering be
received were approved. The idea that the pastor preach an evangelistic sermon one Sunday morning each month, with an invitation to
join the church, was laid on the table in order to leave the pastor free
to make his own choice of subjects for his sermons.
A major change was introduced at this time-the rotation of deacons and elders. A congregation al meeting on February 14, 1933,
voted to elect officers to a three-year term, with no re-election permitted until the person had been out of office for one year. On
March 12, a second congregation al meeting adopted the concept of
~ The two buildings of the Davis Hotel were razed in 1994; the property is now a
paved parking lot.
29

224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

rotation "in principle," with the understanding that "ruling elders
and deacons, once ordained, shall not be divested of their office
when they are not re-elected for active service, and, if re-elected, shall
not be re-ordained." Some members feared that the change would
bring discord to the church. A further congregational meeting on
April 23 produced a motion by Mr. J . W. Wassum, seconded by Dr. W.
S. Currell, to reconsider the matter of rotation. Mr. Fitz Hugh
McMaster said that he had difficulty making up his mind on the issue
but now favored rotation. So did Mr. W. T. Love, who believed that it
would bring new life to the session and the board of deacons. Dr.
Reed Smith favored rotation. Mr. E. T. Burdell opposed it. Mr. C. B.
Elliott was in favor of rotation for deacons but not for elders. When
the vote was taken, Mr. Wassum's motion lost, seventy to sixteen.
New officers were now elected in order to bring the total to thirty
elders and thirty-six deacons; and by the casting of lots, each board
was divided into three classes. Two of the new deacons were Heyward
Brockington and Frank McGowan, who were paired together in
receiving the offering during their first Sunday of service. The
church newspaper noted that both men had attended Carolinawhere they were roommates-both took up law and worked in the
same office, and they had been elected officers in the church on the
same Sunday.
Charles C. Wilson died January 27, 1933. A student of the life and
works of Robert Mills, Wilson designed buildings throughout the
South, including LeConte and Davis colleges and Thornwell and
Woodrow dormitories at the University of South Carolina, and many
of the finest homes in Columbia. Mr. Wilson served as treasurer of
the Board of Deacons of First Presbyterian Church and drew the
plans for the first Samuel Macon Smith Memorial Chapel, which was
dedicated in 1911. On July 16, 1933, James Spencer Verner died at
age fifty-six. An elder and "a persistent student of the Bible," Mr.
Verner often taught the Men's Bible Class. He was a lawyer many
thought to be destined for the Supreme Court. Samuel L. Miller,
Sr.-for many years an elder and faithful worker in the Pulaski Street
mission-died on November 20, 1933, when he was struck by a car at
Pickens and Lady streets. His wife, Mary Wylie Miller, died the next
morning without knowing of her husband's accident.
An article appeared in the n ewspaper on November 27, 1933, entitled "Former Sexton Here Passes in Baltimore." Isom Gaten, sexton
at First Presbyterian Church , had lived in Columbia for many years,
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where he was highly respected "by both whites and blacks for his
integrity and proper living." When Woodrow Wilson came to Columbia in 1916 to attend the funeral of his sister, Isom shook hands with
the president and later related the incident with pride. He told President Wilson that he had often served him in the ice cream garden
run by the McKenzies next door to Lachicotte's jewelry store.
Dr. P. V. Mikell-elder and leader in the Men's Bible Class-was
fatally injured in August 1934 when his car en route to Edisto Island
ran off the road. Judge William Hay Townsend died on August 16,
1934. Described by his colleagues as "a gentleman of the Old School,
and the ideal judge," Townsend, an elder at First Presbyterian, was
the son, the grandson, and the great-grandson of ruling elders in the
Presbyterian church.
Dr. Jackson's beautifully crafted sermons treated such topics as
"Restoration," "Faith and Depression," "Certainty," "Seeking the
Highest," "The Young Man's Psalm," "Steadying the Ship," "The
Voices of Motherhood," "Stimulants," "Creative Pioneers," 'Jesus and
the Inferior," and "Decisions."
"One ought to steadily see and contemplate the true and the gracious, and the better side of your own self," Dr. Jackson told the congregation. "If a man is at one with his fellow men, if his relations with
his fellow men are marked by love and unity and concord," he said,
"then that man is on his way to being a man of God." Speaking on
"God and Our Needs," Dr. Jackson explained that God "is ever helping men to make a fresh start. He is that infinite energy at the heart
of the world that is always seeking to repair damage and bring the
world and man to their perfection."
The great appeal of Jesus, Dr. J ackson said, was not based on
"penalty and punishment," but on the invitation "Look what you are
missing ifyou do not take up my way." WhenJesus enters the life, he
brings "a new quality, a new thrill, a new brightness, a new zest and
tang." Jesus encouraged "a healthy self-respect." "The value of a great
man is that he increases the value of all men," Dr. Jackson said.
"Christ has immeasurably increased the stature of manhood. He
wants to make us great. Let us say to Him, 'I will live for Thee and
live like Thee."' In a sermon on "The Power of the Spirit," Dr. Jackson identified "interest and enthusiasm in one's work and living" and
"a cause to serve" as "a manifestation of [the] spirit."
Predestination, Dr. Jackson told the congregation, means that God
is "our Heavenly Father who cares for the least among us." He wrote
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in the church bulletin for March 31 , 1935, "God has a just claim upon
our lives. But He does not force that claim against our will. He doesn't
want us, if we don't want to belong to Him. Hence, he puts the matter up to us. To make God's ownership real, we must recognize it and
ratify it."
Dr. Jackson's applications were inspirational in tone. He concluded his sermon on August 11, 1957, with advice from a country doctor:
"Live each day as it comes. Don't worry about next week. Learn to
live instead of trying to get rich. Never remain angry. Begin each day
by liking everyone you meet. Take a nap after lunch. Don't quarrel
at home. Go to church, practice your religion, and live a quiet and
serene life." 011: November 10, 1957, he ended by saying that "all over
the country this gorgeous autumn there are sights of foliage which
demand that we call people's attention to their beauty." On February
16, 1958, he told the congregation that "the warmth of kindness is the
greatest force in the world." The next Sunday, February 23, 1958, he
said that "no man can entirely condemn beliefs which make a man a
good man."
Dr. Jackson kept abreast of modern theological developments.
'Whenever the need arises for an expression of Christian thought
and life," he maintained, "we are obligated to meet the need not by
the instruments of one hundred years ago, but by those of the hour."
He did not often refer to the Westminster Confession of Faith, and
the older theologians and the Puritans did not please him. He found
Thomas Goodwin typical of the Puritans. "A good deal of it is dry
reading," he wrote in his journal. He told his people that there were
three great movements in which the kingdom of God could be seen
entering and meeting the needs of human life. One was the teaching
of Karl Barth, which was "something like the message of Protestantism in the 16th century"; but Barth was not an obscurantist,
Jackson said, for he accepted "the latest findings of biblical criticism."
The second movement was led by Toyohiko Kagawa in Japan. It stood
for "the cause of labor, the cause of the farmer, the cause of world
peace." The third of these spiritual movements was the Oxford
Group (later called "Moral Re-Armament"), which was emphasizing
such Christian objectives as purity, unselfishness, and honesty. These
are modern ways in which people can see the kingdom of God, Dr.
Jackson said.
Dr. Jackson often preached on social issues. "In these days when
we are striving to build a better social order," he said, "here is the governing thought we need in the universal love of God for mankind. "

I
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He stated that the racial problem in South Carolina had to be "met
and solved. " Spiritual power was needed, he said, to build a new
South. He believed that the answer to the problems of the daycrime, divorce, pornography , mental disorders, and breakdownswas to be found in simpler living, intelligent cooperation, and "the
social and ethical teachings ofJesus." The decade of the 1930s was a
time of intense debate among Americans concerning the country's
involvement in war, and Dr. Jackson expressed himself strongly. War,
he said, was unpatriotic, stupid, and costly. He called upon the
church members to support neutrality legislation and to r ead magazines that opposed war. "Blessed are the peacemakers of today," he
told them, "even though some of them are called all manner of evil
names unjustly. These are they who are being used by the Spirit of
God for the needs of humanity." On January 17, 1937, First Presbyterian vesper services were canceled for discussion on the topics of n eutrality and peace, in combined afternoon and evening meetings with
Washington Street Methodist Church. Dr. Jackson presented a very
positive review of the book Realistic Pacifism, stating that "it d eserves
the reading of all interested in this modern Christian crusade for
peace." He praised "the missionary enterprise of the church" as "one
of the forefront answers to atomic energy and to the meeting of the
problem of building 'one world."'
Dr. Jackson encouraged ecumenical thinking and called upon
Christians to solve the perplexing questions that had created denominational divisions. 'We would be startled to be told," he said, ~'that a
Unitarian might have standing in Christ's kingdom." He deplored
heresy trials-"whic h n ever make for progress"-a nd called for
reunion of Presbyterian s because of the need for a greater outreach.

-·:;;;;.

Despite some inroads of liberalism, the Southern Presbyterian
Church was still largely a conservative and evangelical denominatio n.
Dissatisfaction with the Federal Council of Churches' position on
social problems and political issues led Southern Presbyterian s to
witl1draw from the council in 1931. The 1939 General Assembly stated that the ordination vow for teaching and ruling elders required
"the acceptance of the infallible truth and divine authority of the
Scriptures, and of Christ as very and eternal God who became man by
being born of a virgin, who offered Himself as a sacrifice to satisfy
divine justice and reconcile us to God, who rose from the dead with
the same body in which He suffered and who will return again to
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judge the world. " More liberal forces were at work in the denomination, however. In 1941 the PCUS voted to re-enter the Federal
Council and shared in the formation of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America in 1950. Tensions
in the denomination were reflected in independent church papers.
The Presbyterian Outlook supported the liberal trends in the Southern
church. The conservative Southern Presbyterian Journal was established
in 1942 to "wave the banners which our heroic fathers lifted in the
295
name of God. " While some Presbyterians adopted liberal positions
out of conviction, and others drifted almost unconsciously away from
orthodox theology, some quietly prayed and patiently waited for a
better day.
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Street, Southern Presbyterians, p. 115.
The feature article of the first issue of The Southern Presbyterian journal (May 1942)
was entitled "Our Southern Presbyterian Banners." Written by William Childs Robinson, a son of First Church, it stressed four great themes-"the blue banner of covenanted loyalty to Christ as the only King in Zion, the only Head of His body the Church;
the banner of His holy Word; the banner of the Westminster Standards which testif}' to
His saving grace and sovereign glory; the banner of missions as the mission of the
Church."
294

295

CHAPTER18
----------------~----------------

MANY ANCIE NT TIES

At First Presbyterian Church the sacrament of the Lord's Supper
continued to be observed on first Sabbaths quarterly, but the months
were changed from J anuary, April, July, and October-when many
people were away-to March, June, September, and December. In
1935 the youth choir was again organized, with Mrs. Fred Parker as
pianist and director. Belks Department Store furnished cotton material and Mrs. Parker made robes and cottas for the choir in time for
the 1935 Christmas service.
Thomas Francis Wallace came as assistant pastor in 1937. Born in
1905 in Heath Springs, South Carolina, Wallace grew up in Seneca.
He graduated from Presbyterian College and from Columbia Seminary, moving with the seminary from Columbia to Decatur, Georgia,
in 1927. In 1929 he married Margaret Copeland, and they went to
the First Presbyterian Church of St. Matthews, South Carolina, where
they served until they came to Columbia.
The Presbyterian Student League was organized on September 26,
1937, and became part of the church's ministry. In Aprill938 thesession disapproved, "for the present," the minister's wearing a robe in the
pulpit. They thought it best to first "sound out" the congregation and
make no change if a "considerable minority" opposed the use of the
robe. On May 22, 1938, Dr. Andrew Blackwood, former pastor and now
professor of h omiletics at Princeton Theological Seminary, preached at
First Presbyterian Church on "The Christian Secret of Radiance."
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For a number of years South Carolina Presbyterian churches attempted to raise $75,000 to pay the Chicora College debts. First Presbyterian Church was allotted $2,692. Money was desperately needed
in 1939 to pay interest on the college debt, but the churches were reluctant to act until the property had been sold. In 1939 First Presbyterian Church faced its own serious financial situation, needing
$80,000 to take up its outstanding bonds ($13,000 was already in default as to principal) and pay the premium on the bonds soon to mature. A new loan was secured from the Citizens and Southern Bank
of South Carolina at four and a half per cent, with a repayment schedule of $7,500 per year plus interest. Members gave sacrificially to enable the church to continue its ministry and pay its d ebt. The session
noted that Elder Edward L. Craig led others in financial assistance to
the church; his name was at the head of the list "at interest-paying
time."
On April 22, 1939, the deacons wrote to Professor Henry C. Davis
of the University of South Carolina, granting permission for him to
use lot twenty-six in the cemetery. Mter careful investigation they had
decided that he, as the great-grandson of the Reverend Robert
Means-who was originally given permission to use that space-was
entitled to it. There have been no "burials in this lot in more than a
century," they wrote; "the d escendants of Rev. Robert Means are
widely scattered; and you are the only direct descendant who is a
member of this church." Professor Davis was grateful. He replied,
"Many ancient ties bind me in loyalty to the First Presbyterian
Church. I assure you that possession of the lot will result in improvement of its appearance and substantial assistance in projects for beautification of our churchyard, already impressively dignified and beautiful."
During the summer of 1939, Sunday school classes for children
were discontinued as a precaution against the spread of infantile
paralysis. The church steeple needed repairing. There were numerous structural problems, including an unequal settlement of as much
as three inches. The four wooden beams that carried the weight of
the steeple were decayed; and the bell, forty-eight inches in diameter,
and the chimes constituted a great weight. The steeple was straightened and strengthened during October at the cost of $1,964.20.
On November 2, 1939, Elder Samuel Buchanan McMaster died.
"Buck" McMaster had been a friend to the boys of the church and a
leader of the Boy Scout movement in Columbia. From time to time
he entertained the scouts with a venison supper at Goodwill, his plantation on the Wateree River, where the elders also made an annual
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visit for a fish fry. (The deacons were invited each May to Mr. and
Mrs.]. Edwin Belser's Edisto Island home for a day of fellowship and
food.) Mr. McMaster 's funeral was attended by a large number of
friends, including Negro tenants from Goodwill. A marker in his
memory was placed on the· marble pulpit in the downstairs hall of the
Sunday school building. Elder Roy A. Little died on January 15, 1940.
The deacons' resolution stated that their "hearts [were] grieved, but
they [were] not saddened. " Clerk of session John M. Bateman died
on August 5, 1940, and FitzHugh McMaster was elected clerk. The
city's first electrician , and founder of two of the oldest ice companies ,
Mr. Bateman was described as "a fine type of the old Southern gentleman, tempered with the modern spirit." He had served as clerk for
ten years and had written a history of the church.

!!E.-

In 1940 the United States governme nt reactivated CampJac ksonwhich had seen little military use since World War l-as Fort Jackson.
It became America's largest training camp as the United States mobilized for its entry into World War II. Early Sunday morning, December 7, 1941, Columbia ns and all American s were shocked by the
tragic news of J apan's attack on Pearl Harbor. On June 24, 1942,
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill came on a secret mission to
h ave a firsthand look at Fort J ackson. "The train drew up, not at a station, but in the open plain," he wrote; "it was a very hot day, and we
got out of the train straight onto the p arade ground, which recalled
296
the plains of India in the hot weather. " He was encourage d by what
he saw, however, and went back home with new hope that the war
could be won. The city of Columbia was all but overwhelm ed by the
numbers of soldiers, larger than its own peacetime population .
There were "soldiers to the left of you, soldiers to the right of you, behind you, in front of you, coming and going," wrote one Columbia n
297
in 1943.

......

Hundreds of soldiers from Fort Jackson worshiped at First Presbyterian Church during the war years. In February 1941 th e church
began a program for serviceme n . Church members regularly invited
visiting soldiers to dinner after the Sunday morning services (inviting
one hundred soldiers on May 4, 1941). The Fellowship Hall (the old
296
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A Columbia Reader, p. 144.
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Smith Memorial Chapel) was open three nights a week and on Sunday for music, games, food, and conversation, and two nights a week
for dancing "under careful and adequate supervision." "The young
women of the church and university" were invited.
"Young ladies" were selected to participate in the program "as
dance partners and as hostesses"; they were trained and expected to
follow certain rules. They could not wear sweaters to the parties, nor
chew gum. They could not leave the building until it was time to go
home. They could not give their telephone numbers to servicemen.
If a girl wanted to see a serviceman outside the church -recreation
program, it was suggested that she ask him home to meet her parents.
Girls without hostess cards were allowed to visit only once.
A visiting Presbyterian minister wrote to his congregation in Potsdam, New York, to describe the work of First Presbyterian for the soldiers:
Four nights and two afternoons a week, their Fellowship
Hall has "open house," with ping pong, badminton, dancing
(except Sundays), singing, reading, writing and just plain
loafing. There are always plenty of cookies ("help yourself''),
people to talk to, and iced tea or lemonade. Night after
night, week after week, the people of the church support
and carry on a carefully planned program which has been
described as "more like home than anything else in Columbia."
While many were praising the Soldier Recreation Program, a complaint was sent to the Synod of South Carolina by the Reverend John
C. Blackburn of West Columbia Presbyterian Church, who described
it as "a lawless secular program" that "tolerated a condemned form of
amusement, and suffered scandal to circulate to the shame and dis298
honor" of the church. Synod refused to receive the complaint but
approved a study of church recreation programs within its bounds.
One of the leaders in the Soldier Recreation Center work was
Thomas Smyth Flinn. Thomas Flinn, born in Columbia in 1891, was
the son of Dr. John William Flinn, Presbyterian minister and professor of Bible at the University of South Carolina. He joined the Grenfell Medical Mission in Labrador, but, suffering the amputation of his
298
John C. Blackburn was the son of the Reverend George A. Blackburn and Annie
Williams Girardeau Blackburn, and the grandson of Dr. John Lafayette Girardeau.
The elder Blackburn had succeeded Dr. Girardeau as pastor of the Arsenal Hill Presbyterian Church.
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leg, was forced to return home. He became a deacon and later an
elder at First Presbyteri an Church. Another man active in the center
was John Harrill Haynes. Jack, as he was called, taught Sunday school
for many years and organized the first softball team in the church
league. He played or coach ed for nineteen years, playing a full game
at the age of sixty-nine. His teams won three city champion ships.
A newsletter called "Chimes," edited by the Men in Service Committee of First Presbyteri an Church, began in 1942 to give news of
Columbia ns, especially church members, in service. The church bulletin for May 9, 1943, with United States and Christian flags in red,
white, and blue, listed 133 members in military service. Northern
Presbyteri an ministers stationed at FortJackson for short assignmen ts
as chaplains often preached at First Church. In a letter home, one
described wartime conditions in Columbia: "high rents, crowded
buses, and train accommo dations requiring long advance notice" and
"intense, con tinuous heat, day and night."
E. Stanley Jones, Methodist missionary to India and spokesma n for
peace, racial brotherho od, and social justice, preached at First Presbyterian for a series of meetings sponsored by several churches in
1942. An "outdoor changeabl e bulletin board" was placed in front of
the church so that "strangers , especially, visiting the city might be advised of time of services." The "every-me mber canvass" for 1942 was
canceled because of the rubber shortage and other war emergenc ies.
The treasurer simply renewed the last year's pledges. The elders' annual Goodwill Plantation trip was canceled. Wartime regulation s required governme nt approval for proposed salary increases. Dr. Jackson, after talking it over with Mrs. Jackson, refused his $500-incre ase
in 1943. The governme nt allowed a $150-incre ase (instead of $200)
for the assistant pastor and $52 (instead of $60) for the sexton.
In 1942, Miss Jane McKinnon was appointed director of religious
education . Session committee s in 1943 included communio n, fellowship, missions, music, pulpit supply, spiritual life, visiting new members, soldier recreation , and young people's activities. The deacons
concerned themselve s with the budget, the cemetery, heating, termites, Christmas gifts for the pastor and staff, and entertainm ent for
the soldiers. The Women's Auxiliary continued its active work. Four
hundred and sixty members met in fifteen circles, and on the third
Monday of each month they met as a whole in Smith Memorial
Chapel. The Men's Bible Class met weekly, and the Men's Club met
once a month for fellowship, supper, and "a speech."
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During the summer of 1943, three elders who were distinguished
faculty members at the University of South Carolina died. George
Armstrong Wauchope, who joined the faculty in 1898, was author of
the USC alma mater ('We Hail Thee, Carolina") and assistant literary
editor of the Library of Southern Literature. William Spencer Currell of
Davidson, North Carolina, came to the university from Washington
and Lee in 1914 and served as president, dean of the graduate school,
and professor of English. He was a regular Sunday school teacher
and lay preacher. His lectures on John Calvin to the men's class were
said to have been "masterpieces." Reed Smith died in his sleep at his
summer home on his beloved Pawleys Island. He was the son of Dr.
Samuel Macon Smith and was, according to the session's resolution,
"nurtured on the finest traditions of the followers of the covenant."
He earned a doctorate at Harvard and became professor and dean of
the graduate school at the University of South Carolina. He was a
noted writer of English textbooks and a folldorist of international
reputation. Dr. Smith was the ablest teacher in the Young People's
Department and often taught the Men's Bible Class. He served as
Music Committee chairman and presented new hymnals to the
church in 1936, as a memorial to his parents, and an echo organ in
1938 in memory of his wife, Margaret Dick Smith (1891-1937)-"a
daughter of the church." The echo division was placed in a room to
one side of the tower, and the celestial harp was located in the greatchoir division in the main organ. These additions and an eight-foot
trumpet that was added at the same time made the organ "a complete
instrument." The dedication of the echo organ took place on Sunday afternoon, April 17, 1938. Fred Parker presented a recital, assisted by the First Presbyterian Chorus Choir and the Ebenezer
Lutheran Choir. Dr. Smith also funded the Reed Smith Quartet, so
the church now had a double quartet of paid singers.
The marble baptismal font presented by Mr. and Mrs. Hayward T.
Baylis was used for the first time on October 10, 1943. A few weeks
later, water from the Jordan River-brought by parents of another
baby-was used in the sacrament of baptism. In 1944, membership
stood at 1,650. Some servicemen had been admitted as members on
their profession of faith in Jesus Christ.
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The condi tion of the churc hyard contin ued to be a probl em-a
s
did its mana gemen t. The churc h reque sted that before prepa ring
for
a burial , perso ns confe r with the clerk of sessio n in order to d
etermine the owner ship of the plot. A self-p erpetu ating comm ittee
was
appoi nted to superv ise the sale of lots and deal with other matte
rs
conce rning the churc hyard . On O ctobe r 7, 1942, the Churc
hyard
Comm ittee received a letter from Miss Mary H. Darga n, which
read,
"Dear Sirs. It is my desire to have remov ed the iron fence
from
aroun d my family lot in the churc hyard ·to give as scrap in the
nationw ide drive to help d efeat our enemi es. I am the last memb
er of
the family so there is no other p erson conce rned. Will you give
the
n ecessary permi ssion to have this done?" Her reque st produ
ced a
great deal of agitat ed discussion in the comm ittee- and in
the
churc h. A few weeks later, Miss Darga n's lawyer wrote to the Churc
hyard Comm ittee expla ining that she had dropp ed the request.
She
had no idea, the letter expla ined, that "a contro versy would
arise
when she asked permi ssion to remov e [the fence ]."
In 1944 the Graveyard Trust Fund conta ined $2,250; the churc
h
contr ibuted $100 a year. Spaces were sold for $30 each and
funds
were invest ed in war bonds . Six or seven churc h m embe rs gave
free
labor to maint ain the churc hyard , as did the city street depar tment
.
The Churc hyard Comm ittee sough t to find the living h eirs of
those
who had purch ased vacan t lots-n ot surro unded by copin
gs or
fences . The comm ittee plann ed to sell burial rights for those lots
in
which there h ad been n o burial for fifty years and for which n
o d escend ant who wante d to use the lot could b e found . In 1951
Mrs.
Charl es Walla ce provi ded brick walks in the churc hyard in m emory
of
h er husba nd.
On Decem ber 11, 1944, Sta ted Clerk FitzH ugh McMa ster asked
to
be reliev ed of all active duties excep t the Churc hyard Comm
ittee.
The sessio n replie d, "Thou gh your retire ment leaves a vacan cy
very
h ard to fill, we feel that you h ave indee d earne d the rest which
you
h ave reque sted."
- - . t3EZ

Durin g Dr. Lapsle y's time, and for severa l years after Dr. Jacks
on
came, the relatio nship betwe en First Presb yterian Churc h and
Columbi a Bible Colleg e was friendly. Dr. McQu ilkin, the Bible Colleg
e's
presid e nt, was a frequ ent preac her at the churc h; and Bible Colleg
e
activities were regula rly h eld in the churc h and its recrea tion building. The colleg e's annua l Bible and Chris tian Life Conf erenc e-wit
h
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outstanding preachers and missionary leaders including J. Oliver
Buswell (president of Wheaton College) and James M. Gray (president of Moody Bible Institute)-w as h eld at the church, as were the
college's baccalaureat e sermons and commencem ent exercises. The
McQuilkin family worshiped at First Presbyterian , and Mrs. McQuilkin taught in the church's Daily Vacation Bible School. Many
church members were involved with the college in prayer and financial support.
Although Dr. McQuilkin was a Presbyterian minister, the Bible College was interdenomi national; and charges were brought against the
school that it was out of harmony with Presbyterian doctrine. These
were answered by Dr. McQuilkin in a meeting of Congaree Presbytery. Dr. Jackson wrote in his private journal on April15, 1942, that
the meeting "was made uncomfortab le because of the Columbia
Bible College matter," and complained that "something of the kind is
forever popping up in this presbytery." On January 2, 1944, Mrs.
Robert McQuilkin and her two daughters were dismissed to Arsenal
Hill Presbyterian Church. She explained that she was leaving First
Church because "the session has done nothing about the dance question"· [dancing in the Fellowship Hall as part of the Soldiers' Recreation Program]. The church's relationship with the Bible College
continued to deteriorate. Mter years of cordially- granting similar requests, the session in 1947 refused to give the school permission to
use the church basketball court, because "such use of church property by outside organization s would interfere with the regularly
scheduled religious and recreational activities of the church." The
church and the college-tho ugh close neighbors in Columbia-went
their separate ways; and for years there would be little contact between the two.
In 1944 there was another controversy in Congaree Presbytery, resulting from an overture by the Reverend Wick Broomall (a Southern
Presbyterian minister teaching at Columbia Bible College), concerning a book written by a professor in one of the Southern Presbyterian
seminaries. Dr. Jackson stated that he was "weary of all the turmoil
that we have in our presbytery created largely by a party of schismatics," most of whom "are engaged in activities outside the jurisdiction
of the church." Dr. Jackson had not read the book but argued that
the presbytery should not injure the good name of "one of our
beloved teachers in one of our seminaries." "It is a serious business,"
h e said, "to bring a charge of unorthodoxy against a man in his position."
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The Jacksons were loved at First Presbyte rian Church and popular
with the people of Columbi a. Dr. Jackson often was invited to speak
to civic groups and to give commen cement addresses at colleges and
high schools in the city and state . He was a member of the Ame rican
Legion and the Democra tic party and joined man y local clubs, including th e Executiv es' Club, the Kosmos Club, and the H eptagon
Club. The last, compose d of Columbi a pastors, featured dinner and
book reviews. Dr. Jackson was a member of the Columb ia YMCA and
one of its most enthusiastic handbal l players. He was an expert m agician (a member of the South Carolina Society of Magician s) and
often entertain ed children with his rope-and -coin tricks. Mrs. J ackson
was a m ember of the Daughte rs of the America n Revoluti on and the
Novel Club. She enjoyed r eading , especially the books of Sir Walter
Scott, but her great love was opera. She never missed the Saturday afternoon broadcas t of the Metropo litan Opera.
Dr. Jackson h ad one of the best private libraries in the city. He
prized the writings ofWillia mJames , Ralph Waldo Emerson , and the
poets. He was intereste d in drama and the stage, and he often quoted
inspirati onal poems in his sermons , such as "to every m an there
openeth a high way and a low. And every man decideth th e way his
soul shall go." For several years Dr. Jackson was an associate editor of
the Presbyterian Outlook. Once, in a prolong ed emergency, he filled
the chair of psycholo gy at the Universi ty of South Carolina . Th esession was pleased with Dr. J ackson's ministry and, in 1945, raised his
salary to $6,000.
First Presbyte rian Church m embers were proud of their beautifu l
buildings and noble history. Some families h ad been part of the
church for generati ons; loved o n es were buried in the o ld churchyard. Like Professo r Henry C. Davis, th ey were bound to First Presbyterian Church by "many an cient ties."

\

A fire in 1910 was confined to the upper part of the steeple, which had to be replaced.

A worke r stands on top of the steeple after repairs were comple ted in 1911. The Lecture Room can b e seen
b ehind the church, at right.

Dedication of the monmnent over the grave of Dr. Samuel Macon Smith, pastor of the church from 1889 until
his death in 1910, took place in 1911. In the background is the oribr:inal wooden church. It was moved across Lady
Street in 1851 and later remodeled for a private residence.

Tlt.is Van Metre Ftmeral Home procession pictured in front of the church in about 1923 shows the entrance with
the tlu-ee original doors.
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Elders serving in1938 were honored when their photos were assembled in one frame which was hung in Jackson
Hall. (Not pictured are W. J. Bristow, C. J. Cate, P. A. Jamieson, H. S. Johnson, S. L. Latimer, Sr., W. J. Taylor,
and W. S. Currell.)

The church's basketball team won the city's Sunday School League championship in 1940, repeating its 1939 win.
Shown above, front 1·ow, are Charlie Outen, Elliott Dodson, Jim Jackson, Cantey Smith, Buzz Huggins. Second 1·ow:
Tom Pitts, Bennie Outen, Jolumy Walker, Theron Woodward, Jr., Jack Wallter. Thit·d row: Tommy Scott, team
coach; Law1·ence Russell, chw·ch scoutmaster; Dr. J. W. J acltson, pastor; and Joel Elcan.

Boy Scout Troop No. 15 was chartered in 1922 with G. Raymond McElveen, Sr., as first scoutmaster. The church
continued sponsorship until 1975. Shown above are troop members in the 1940s. 1\neel.i.ng, left to right, are
Rodney Russe ll, Bobby Milling, Connie Faucette, Hal Crosswell, Powers McElveen. Standing are Roscoe Stevens,
chief scout executive; W. F. Dibble, post advis01·; John M. Gantt, assistant advisor; Copeley Smoalt, Jinuny
Cathcart, Euge ne Payne, Maxie Collins, Larry Hoult, an unidentified scout executive; Dr. J. W. J ackson, pastor;
and Joel Elcan.
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CoLD CoCA-CoLAs
AND HOT COFFE E
O n October 6, 1944, Assistant Pastor Thomas Wallace resigned
to become pastor of a church in Montevallo, Alabama. The next October, the Reverend Claude Mcintosh came as Dr. J ackson 's assistant.
A native of North Carolina and graduate of Columbia Seminary, Mr.
Mcintosh h ad served at the New Brookland Presbyterian Church before h olding other pastorates and the military chaplaincy. After a few
months at First Presbyterian, however, Mr. Mcintosh resigned (on
March 11, 1946) to become pastor ofEau Claire Presbyterian Church.
First Church could not find an ordained minister to replace him. Dr.
J ackson suggested that they secure a "properly qualified, con secrated
layman," but the deacons urged the session to call an ordained man.
By 1945 the budget h ad risen to $41,874, ofwhich $8,650 wen t to
benevolences. The church debt h ad been greatly redu ced- from
about $250,000 in 1925 to $30,000. T h e 150th Anniversary Committee proposed paying off the remainder so tha t the church would be
free of debt when its 250 members in the armed services returned .
The session discussed the need to raise th e am ount being given to
benevolen ces. Two e lders donated money for purchasing "a movie
m achin e" for u se in the Sunday school.
The educational building was used by the Synod of South Carolina,
th e space h aving been offered by Dr. J ackson as a gesture of coopera tion and goodwill. T h e clerk of syn od, the pastor reported to the
245
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worried deacons, "has been able to get along without any heat and
uses the light in his room very infrequently if any at all!" Still, the deacons believed that it was unwise to donate space for synod use on a
permanent basis.
The end ofWorld War II came on August 14, 1945. By early morning, Columbia's Main Street was the scene of a noisy celebration-a
jam of cars, soldiers, sailors, shouting civilians, and the noise of sirens,
cow bells, firecrackers, auto horns, and youths beating on tubs.
Through the bedlam came the sound of the university's chapel bell,
joined from time to time by the bells of First Presbyterian and other
city churches.
On April 7, 1946, 52 people were admitted into membership of
First Presbyterian Church, all by letter. There were 7 transfers from
other Columbia churches; 15 were from non-Presbyterian churches.
During the 1945-1946 church year, 138 new members were added31 on profession of faith and 107 on certificate or reaffirmation.
Communicant membership stood at 1,760. Sunday school enrollment was 691. The church was now out of debt; the pastor's salary
was raised from $6,000 to $7,000. The session looked to increase its
benevolence giving in 1947-1948 to $20,000, including $1,000 for the
support of an additional foreign missionary. The Committee on Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, however, responded to the
church's request by stating that there was no available missionary for
the church to support!
Walter Paul Baldwin, Jr., served as assistant pastor during the spring
of 1946. From Clinton, South Carolina, Mr. Baldwin was a graduate
of the University of South Carolina, Union Theological Seminary in
Virginia, and Princeton Theological Semi1;1ary. In September 1946,
the church opened a kindergarten. Tuition was set at $75 a year for
church members and $90 for others. The session was concerned that
the school offer religious instruction to the chilqren. The kindergarten director, Martha Bradley, supported the idea of religious
teaching, she said, but stressed that "only through honest inquiry can
one come to real belief." We try never to be dogmatic or conclusive,
she told the pastor, but we emphasize the "practical elements" of religion-being wise, kind, friendly, and helpful-rather than the "belief elements." In 1947 the deacons passed a motion that the Kinder-
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garten Corhmit tee "be thanked for their splendid work and that they
continue their good work provided that they stay within their budget." The minutes continue d, "Upon reconsid eration the last clause
of the motion was deleted" !
In Decemb er 1946 and 1947, the 150 singers of the Columbi a
Choral Society presente d the Christma s section of Handel's Messiah to
capacity congrega tions at First Presbyte rian. Mrs. Parker was director
and Mr. Parker, organist. Over 1,250 people received commun ion on
October 5, 1947. Ajoint evangelistic meeting was held with Washington Street Methodi st Church during Novemb er.
"Cold Coca-Colas" in the summer and "hot coffe e" in the winter
were made available between Sunday school and church at n o ch arge.
During 1947, First Presbyte rian Church and the YWCA operated a
Junior Teen Canteen on Friday and Saturday nights in the Fellowsh ip
H all. About 150 young people came weekly for music, dancing, talent shows, games, and food.
The- Women 's Auxiliar y engaged in a number of ministrie s and
benevole nces. During 1946 and 1947 the women gave money for fore ign missions in India and for home missions among Italian and Chin ese immigra nts, sent supplies to an Mrican hospital, provided clothing, Christma s, and birthday boxes for children at Thornwe ll and
Carolina orphana ges, presente d Christian books to the church's high
school and college students , and sent boxes of h omemad e cookies to
church m embers attendin g college out of town. The circles worked
in a differen t Columbi a agency each month, includin g the Confederate Home and the black and white YWCAs. In 1948 the auxiliary
changed its n ame to Women of the Church.
In Novemb er 1947 the Reveren d Thomas Robert Fulton came as
the assistant pastor. Fulton h ad studied at Hampde n Sydney College
and U nion Theological Seminar y in Virginia and was pastor of the
Presbyte rian church in Leesburg , Virginia . A n ew six-room house was
rented for him and his family for $77.50 a month. The church staff
had grown to two ministers , two secretari es, a director of religious edu cation, a minister of music, a church hostess, and two student workers. The budget n ow exceede d $70,000, with a little over $20,000 designated for benevole nces. Over $12,000 was pledged for foreign m issions during J anuary 1948. Offices were furnishe d by the church for
the use of Congare e Presbyte ry and the Synod of South Carolina .
Church Secretar y Elizabet h Cheatha m (Mrs. Fred H., Sr.) Gantt visited n ew member s. Most, sh e reported , h ad come from smaller towns
and sm aller church es and were finding it difficult to adjust to Co-
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lumbia and First Presbyterian Church. "They are lonely a1~d feel hurt
that they have not been visited," said Mrs. Gantt, who made 743 visits
between November 5, 1947, and March 6, 1948.
Eastminster Presbyterian Church, which began as a mission of First
Church, first met at Dreher High School on October 29, 1947. During February 1948, the church was organized. Seventy-nine members
of First Church transferred their membership to the new church, and
Eastminster called Mr. Fulton, the assistant pastor at First Church, as
its first minister.
By 1948 the First Presbyterian Church Sunday School was experiencing problems. Average attendance-about half of the enrollment-was around 360. Young people were leaving their classes to go
uptown to get Coca-Colas, and "maybe they then come back to
church and maybe they do not," it was reported. During the summer
of 1948, Sunday school was temporarily discontinued because of a
polio epidemic in South Carolina.
University of South Carolina functions continued to be held at the
church, including the baccalaureate service and commencement exercises in May 1948. Elder FitzHugh McMaster was pushing thesession to consider the establishment of a "home for old people." On
November 7, 1948, the session endorsed the Billy Graham crusade in
Columbia. On January 23, 1949, Alice Sawyer Waring was baptized.
She represented the sixth generation of her family connected with
First Presbyterian Church. Membership for the year ending March
31, 1949, stood at 1,388. That summer-after an absence of many
years-a Daily Vacation Bible School was held. Among the new elders
ordained in 1949 was Samuel Lowry Latimer, Jr., editor in chief and
publisher of The State newspaper.
Henry Sloan Coffin, former pastor of Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, former president of Union Seminary in New York City,
and a leading proponent of the Social Gospel, gave a lecture at the
church on February 20, 1949. During April 1949 Dr. Donald Miller
of Union Seminary in Virginia and President Green of Wofford College were the speakers for a special week of preaching. "Bareness of
ground" around the Fellowship Hall and Sunday school building worried the elders. In September 1950 the session suggested that the
Lott Memorial Gate be placed in the Bull Street entrance to the
cemetery. A trust fund was set up by Joseph Wall<.er and his family to
assist First Presbyterian children who had educational and medical
needs. In 1953 the sum of $10,000 from the will of John C. Lott was
used to establish the Lott Memorial Trust Fund.

1

II

I

CoLD CocA-COLA S AND HoT CoFFEE

. I

249

For several summers, beginning in 1949, Mr. and Mrs. Parker and
a quartet from First Presbyteri an Church presented music for each of
the August conferenc es at Montreat, the Southern Presbyteri an conference center in the mountains of North Carolina. The quartet consisted of Mrs. Boyd Johnson, soprano; Mrs. A. G. Bradford, alto; Mr.
Eddie Williams, tenor; and Mr. Maynard Carrere Salley, Sr., bass.
On March 7, 1950, Columbia ns gathered at First Presbyteri an
Church for the funeral of FitzHugh McMaster. "Mr. Fitz," wh o was
e ighty-two years old when h e died, was born in Winnsbor o in 1867
and always considere d his beloved Fairfield County home. A lawyerjournalist, h e worked with The State and Charlesto n's Evening Post, before becoming editor of The Columbia Reco-rd. In 1892 h e marri ed Elizabeth Waring of Columbia . He was known for his "courtly manners of
the old South" and his loyal service to First Church; he served as clerk
of session for thirteen years. As his body was brought into the church
and again as it was carried to the churchyar d, Freel Parker played th e
hymn "My Faith Looks up to Thee" on the organ and the chimes. Mr.
McMaster was honored by an eight-page resolution in the session's
minute book!

-

In February 1950 Billy Graham came to Columbia . Meetings were
h eld in the Township Auditoriu m, and for ty thousand people attended a Sunday afternoon rally at Carolina Stadium. The State newspaper gave Graham extensive and symp ath e tic coverage, greatly furthering his career.
In 1951 the old manse was renovated -the first floor for Sunday
school classes and the second for synod offices. On March 3, 1952, a
motion to n am e the h ouse "Calvin H all" lost, but it was later named
'j ohn Knox House." Apparentl y th e elders preferred the Scottish reformer to his Genevan teach er! The church organ acquired a new
three-man ual console and stop additions; several sets of pipes were
added. The old black academic choir robes were discarded for offwhite robes and caps, with scarlet stoles to match th e carpet and choir
rail. The robes were ob tained through Elder Boyd B. Johnson's tailoring shop in the Arcade Building.
On April 28, 1951, the Soldiers' Cen ter was reactivated in the recreation building-w ith an average of 350 men and women a ttending
the Saturday night programs. There was basketball early in the
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evening, then dancing with a live orchestra from eight until eleven
o 'clock. Refreshments were served continuously throughout the
evening-with an average of 40 dozen doughnuts, 300 cups of coffee,
25 gallons of punch, and large quantities of cookies consumed!
In 1952, $25,000 was given to benevolences; the amount rose to almost $38,000 when all the gifts from the various church organizations
were included. Westminster Fellowship Room for college students
was established in the John Knox House. Membership in 1952 was
1,287-a loss of 4 71 members from the highest membership level,
which was reached in 1947.
A plaque listing missionaries from the church was placed in the
narthex in 1952. Aurie Lancaster, the daughter of Dr. and Mrs.
Robert A. Lancaster, long-time members of First Presbyterian, was
"reared and educated in the shadow" of the church. She married Columbia Seminary graduate James Montgomery in 1917; they left Columbia on Thanksgiving day 1917 for China. The Montgomerys
served in China, Korea, Japan, and Formosa. Three of their five children became missionaries-in Korea,Japan, and the Belgian Congo.
Margaret Lancaster married Harr y Bryan in 1929. They sailed for
Japan in August 1931 and served there until the work was closed in
1941 because of the international situation. Samuel Hugh Wilds grew
up with black playmates on a farm in Longtown, South Carolina. He
graduated from the University of South Carolina and Columbia Seminary and went, in the summer of 1912, to the Belgian Congo. He
served as preacher, dentist, and river-steamer captain. Hugh's sister
Mamie Wilds went to China in 1918, where she served until illness
brought her home in 1923.
Susan Currell was born in Davidson, North Carolina, where her father was a professor. She was called to foreign missions through the
influence of her grandmother. She went to Japan in 1921, ministering through evangelistic work and Bible teaching. Walter Baldwin
graduated from Union Seminary in Virginia and served for a few
months in 1946 as assistant pastor at First Presbyterian, before further
study at Princeton Seminary. He was pastor of the Presbyterian
church in Brevard, North Carolina, until1949, when he and his wife ,
Julia Claire, went to Japan. Elizabeth Tarrant studied at Columbia
Bible College and Wheaton College . In 1942 she married Samuel
Hugh Moffett, son of Presbyterian missionaries to Korea. Mter the
completion of Sam's doctoral studies in history at Yale University, the
couple served for two years on the staff of the Presbyterian Board of
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Foreign Missions. The Moffetts went to China in 1947. When they
were forced out by the communists in 1951, they planned to go to
Korea. When this became impossible, Dr. Moffett accepted a position
as missions professor at Princeton Seminary. Elizabeth died a t Princeton, onJanuary 17, 1955; she was thirty-six years old.
Other mission aries who were m embers of First Presbyterian
Church were J ennie Woodrow Woodbridge (China) , Palmer C. DuBose (China) , Genevieve Marchant (Brazil), Philip Verner (Africa),
Mary Brockman (China), Addy Burney Wilson (China), Geraldine
Cate (Philippines), Susan Lobenstine (China), Virginia McQuilkin
Bowers (Africa) , and Arnie McQuilkin (South Ame rica).

-

Westminster Fellowship was sponsored by the Synod of South Carolina an d First Presbyterian Church, but student work in Columbia
proved to be difficult. Jane Chamblee, the student worker for the fellowship, reported in October 1952 that we are "not losing ground at
present but I do not feel we have gained any. " She described the
problems as lack of personal contacts with the students and "programs that are not too strong in their Christian implications." To
strengthe n its ministry to students in Colu mbia, syn od called the Reverend T homas Hoover to this work and designated First Presbyterian
Church as the student center for the city. The church provided an office for Westminster Fellowship, served a Wednesday fellowship supp er, and conducted a Sunday school class for studen ts.
Two youth ch oirs sang for Sunday evening services and later j oined
the church ch oir in the morning services-th e junior choir in the
north balcony and the youth choir in the south b alcony. They sang
with the senior choir in the "Call to Worship " and the "Amen" and
presented an occasional anthem. On Mother's Day th e youth choirs
replaced the senior choir and provided the special music, as well as
the flowers in th e san ctu ary.
On June 15 and 16, 1952, the Religious Edu cation Committee of
the Synod of South Carolina sponsored a ministers' convocation at
First Presbyterian Church; noted liberal J ohn Sutherland Bonnell was
one of the speakers. Dr. Felix Gear of Columbia Seminary conducted
a week of special meetings fro m October 26 through November 2,
1952. Special gu est of the church during that .t ime was Hugh McClure, a student at Columbia Seminary and la ter pastor of First Presbyterian Church.
In 1953 the John Knox House was re modeled for small committee
meetings and informal get-togethers. It also provided offices for the
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Westminster Fellowship student worker and rooms for Brownie and
Girl Scouts. The church's annual report for 1953 showed signs of decline. No new members were added on profession of faith, and total
membership dropped slightly to 1,268. Sunday school enrollment
was 692, and attendance was much less. The church was not involved
in any mission work in Columbia. Benevolences went largely to Presbyterian College, the Soldiers' Center, and Columbia Seminary. The
Business Women's Circle of First Presbyterian petitioned the session
to begin investigating the feasibility of the establishment of a home
for the elderly by the Presbyterian churches of the city.
The church again searched for an assistant pastor to relieve the pastor's load. Dr. Jackson reported that he attended at least 25 meetings
each month, delivered 150 sermons and talks a year (requiring at
least 40 hours of study each week), made 800 yearly visits, and conducted numerous weddings and funerals. The Reverend Elmer D.
Woods, pastor in El Campo, Texas, was called as the new assistant in
December 1954 but resigned April 2, 1955, because of health problems.
In 1953 the First Presbyterian Church building was one hundred
years old. The State Magazine featured a cover photograph of the
church on its May 9, 1954, issue, with an article entitled "Graceful
Centenarian" by Neill W. Macaulay. It had survived war, storm, fire,
and termites! On February 7, 1955, the session discussed air conditioning for the sanctuary. The old fans were inadequate and noisy
and had to be turned off during the sermon. The deacons did not
believe it wise to "interfere with" the present budget, so a committee
was appointed to raise $30,000 for air conditioning. When it failed to
raise the entire amount, the money was refunded to donors. But the
hot weather was too much-even for the thrifty deacons-and in
1956 a loan was secured and the church was air-conditioned-an action reported in The State newspaper! The writer noted that "ducts in
the air-conditioning system will be put under the balcony and will not
mar the Gothic beauty of the church." During 1956 the church also
converted its heating system from coal to gas.
The Reverend Francis B. Mayes of the Park Circle Presbyterian
Church ofNorth Charleston, South Carolina, came in August 1955 as
assistant minister. Mr. Mays, a native of Greenville, South Carolina,
studied at Presbyterian College and Columbia Seminary. He had
served in a number of pastorates in the South Carolina low country,
and during the Second World War he was a chaplain. Mrs. Fred
Parker was the adult choir director. For twenty years she had been soprano soloist and choir director at Ebenezer Lutheran Church. Now
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she gave her full time to First Presbyterian. The church, during 1955,
observed Worldwide Communion Sunday, Youth Sunday, Christian
Student Night, and Boy Scout Week: A visiting preach er was the Reverend Llwelyn Williams, a member of the British Parliament and p astor of London 's largest Congregational church.
The 1955 budge t exceeded $100,000: $67,735 for curren t expenses
and $34,550 for benevolences. First Church gave $12,000 in cash and
pledges for the new Presbyterian retirement home in Summerville,
South Carolina. The cornerston e was laid on Octob er 9, 1956, by
First Church Elder William L. H e inz, one of the primary promoters
of the home. Women of the Church continued its active work, "trying to draw all women unto Christ." Organized in seven circles, WOC
engaged in Bible stud ies and steward ship; gifts went to world missions, orphanages, the Negro branch of the YWCA, and to the ladies
of the Confederate Home. The Scout Council of First Presbyterian
Church sponsored Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, as well as Cub,
Brownie, and Senior Scout groups.
Shortly after the beginning of radio station WIS ("Wonderful Iodine State ") in 1930, the services of First Presbyterian Church were
broadcast-the first church in Columbia to regularly broadcast its
morning services. The radio station also carried Mr. Parker's weekly
organ recitals from the sanctuary, with an opening and closing theme
by J. S. Bach-"Now let every tongu e adore Thee." Sunday, February
12, 1956, marked the th ousandth broadcast of this program. On that
day the adult choir of First Presbyterian and th e Columbia College
Choir assisted Mr. Parker. Parker completed 1,040 programs b efore
the series came to an end in 1957. H e wrote the station to th ank
them for carrying the organ recital for so many years- and to complain about "the ch eap, juke-box type of music" that now dominated
the radio station's programming, even on Sunday mornings!
A special service on Sunday, Febru ar y 12, 1956, m arked the silver
anniversary of Dr. and Mrs.Jackson's ministry in Columbia. Later in
June, the Fellowship Hall was rededicated as the James Wyly J ackson
Hall. A portrait of Dr. J ackson by Charles Mason Crowson, wellkn own Columbia artist, was unveiled. Dr. Jackso n was praised for his
"serenity of spirit, his profound sch olarship, and his con secration and
dedication." Mrs. J ackson's teaching was an inspiration to many people. She was the regular teacher of the Philathea Class from 1933 to
1958-a class that eventually becam e known as the Alice StewartJackson Class. Mrs. Jackson taught leadership training courses for Sunday
sch ool teach ers and often addressed presbyterials and oth er women's
groups throughout South Carolina.
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At the January 7, 1957, session meeting, Elder Baylis spoke about a
wave of evangelism throughout the country and the need for revival
at First Presbyterian Church. Membership continued to decline, however, reaching 1,177 at the end of 1957. Sunday school attendance averaged 511 for the year. Joint Sunday evening services with Washington Street Methodist Church were held during the summers. During
1961, Sunday evening services were canceled for June, July, and August.
Dr. Norman G. Dunning, a Methodist minister from England, held
preaching missions at the church in 1958 and 1959. In 1959 his
theme was "A Faith for the Times." He argued that science and religion must be seen as allies and not enemies. He asserted that the
Bible must be held as the Word of God but explained that Christia.nity is not a book religion. 'We didn't get Christianity out of the New
Testament," he said; "we got the New Testament out of Christianity."
He described how God's "first concern for His children is not their
happ1ness; it is their holiness."
Dean of the school of engineering at the University of South Carolina, Robert L. Sumwalt, became president of the university in 1958.
In testimony to him as a leader, teacher, and administrator, the school
of engineering was renamed for him. Dr. Sumwalt was succeeded by
Thomas F. Jones- the eighth president of the tmiversity associated
with First Presbyterian Church: James H enley Thornwell, Charles F.
McCay, James Woodrow, William Spencer Currell, William Davis
Melton, Davison McDowell Douglas, Robert Llewellyn Sumwalt, Sr.',
and Thomas Franklin Jones, Sr.
Dr. Jackson retired on July 15, 1958, having served First Presbyterian for twenty-seven years-longer than any other pastor. In his last
sermon at First Church, preached on April 20, 1958, he called for the
people to face the problems of life with "the heroism of going on."
Dr. Jackson was made pastor emeritus-the first minister of First Presbyterian to be so honored. The church continued to provide financial help for the Jacksons, with special gifts whenever there was hardship or need. Dr. Jackson died on December 13, 1963. The session's
memorial commented on the "great company of his beloved congregation and friends who gathered for the [funeral] service, who knew
and loved him for the kindly man he was." He was buried in the
299
graveyard of the church he served so long.
Mrs. Jackson lived on in Columbia until 1982, when she moved to the Presbyterian Home in Clinton, South Carolina. At her death, Mrs. Jackson's body was buried
in the First Presbyterian Churchyard next to her husband's grave, near the brick walk
betweenjacksoi1 Hall and the sanctuary.
299
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Mr. Mayes was asked to continue as assistant until a senior pastor
was called. The session recommended a search committee of fifteen,
including three women, and the congregation added three additional women. Mr. Mayes resigned on July 15, 1958. Dr. John McSween became interim p astor, beginning May 1, 1959. Dr. McSween,
seventy-one years old, brought to the church the experience of a long
career as home missionary, pastor, military chaplain, and president of
Presbyterian and Tuscaloosa colleges.
Back in November 1951 th e Education Committee of the session
reported that it could not "escape the conclusion that there is a feeling on the part of a rather large group in the church that something
is lacking in our setup or in our services and that this indefinable
'something' is respon sible for so many of our younger people's losing
interest in the church and ceasing to attend any of its services."
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CHAPTER 20
---------------- ~ ----------------

LOO K TO THE ROCK

N early every seat in the sanctuary was filled on November 8,
1959, when Dr. Joseph Sherrard Rice preached his first sermon as pastor of First Presbyterian Church. The State newspaper reported that
"the youthful looking Virginian stood in the pulpit and recited the
names of some whose presence he sensed- 'heroes offaith' who have
proclaimed Christ from the same sacred desk. He mentioned Witherspoon, Palmer, Thornwell, Blackwood, Lapsley, and Jackson as
among those watching the start of a n ew 'pilgrimage' in the church's
history." "This is a great church, the first church of any denomination in this city," Dr. Rice said. "Its spires have reached h eavenward
lo these many years, p ointing men to [God]. We are here in the
shadow of the state capitol, near the university, located where we can
minister to the men of Fort Jackson. And what is our mission? Is it
not to point them to Christ?" He led the congregation in prayer.
"Bind us together in one great fellowship of the Spirit," he prayed,
"and then thrust us forth into the world to be Thy witnesses to what
Jesus Christ can do for those who love him. . . . Pour out thy Spirit
upon those of every race, every language, every tongue, who are gathered through the world to seek thy face." Dr. Rice was installed by
Congaree Presbytery on November 17 in Smith Memorial Chapel.

-·-

Joseph Sherrard Rice was born in Richmond , Virginia, where his

257

\
\

258

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

father, Dr. Theron H . Rice, a native of Wetumpka, Alabama, was professor of English Bible at Union Theological Seminary. Andrew
Blackwood, former pastor of First Presbyterian Church, said that
Sherrard Rice's father was "on the whole the best man spiritually" he
had ever known. As a child, Sherrard often visited his "grandparents'
home in the little town of Crozet, Virginia, nestled at the foot of the
Blue Ridge mountains." "My grandparents were very old, very dignified, and very calm," he later recalled. "I loved them dearly and I derived things from them that are timeless, things which are seldom
found in homes today." Sherrard graduated from Davidson College
in 1939 and entered Union Seminary. He married Molly Wagener,
with whom he had grown up in Richmond.
Sherrard Rice received the bachelor of divinity degree from Union
Seminary in 1943 and served as a chaplain in the United States Navy
for two years. Mter the war he went to Princeton Seminary and completed his master of theology degree in 1946. At Princeton he studied with Andrew Blackwood, who remembered the young student for
his ability and charm. Mter teaching Bible for a year at the Presbyterian School for Christian Education in Richmond, Sherrard Rice
became pastor of the Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church in Huntington, West Virginia. Since ·1952 he had been a pastor in Tyler, Texas.
·In 1957 he was awarded a doctor of divinity degree by Austin College.
His book on Genesis; Let There Be Light, was published by John Knox
Press for use in study groups throughout the church. Dr. and Mrs.
Rice and their three children-Joseph, Elizabeth, and Hunter-were
warmly welcomed into the life and fellowship of First Presbyterian.
The church rented a house at 1419 Devonshire Road for the Rice
family (and purchased it for $33,000 in 1961 as a manse) .
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For some time the session had discussed the possibility of acquiring
as much of the church's city b lock as possible for parking. On May 5,
1959, it authorized purchase of the Lyles Bisset Carlisle and Wolfe
property for $20,000. A year later-on May 2, 1960-the elders, in a
joint meeting with the deacons, considered purchasing, for $40,000,
the Kendall Nursing Home property at the southwest corner of Bull
and Washington streets. There was some opposition to the purchase
of the Kendall property, because it was "two full blocks' distance from
the church door." Most of the elders and deacons, however, were favorable; and the church took possession of the property on August 1.
The offices of Congaree Presbytery and the Synod of South Carolina
were moved to the Kendall house-renamed the John Knox House-
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and the old John Knox House was disman tled to provide for parking .
Office space also was made availabl e in the John Knox House for the
pastors of new church es in the city. While the church was expand ing
its propert y, it was also contrib uting money to help an old friend. In
1959, pledges amoun ting to $130,65 5 were receive d (toward a goal of
$181,00 0) for Columb ia Theolo gical Semina ry.
As Columb ia entered the decade of the sixties, its popula tion for
the first time exceed ed 100,00 0-inclu ding more people from out of
state than South Carolin a natives. Membe rship at First Presbyt erian
began to climb slowly upward ; by the end of 1960 it stood at 1,234.
The budget for 1961 totaled $131,63 8, with $36,484 of that amoun t
for benevo lences- almost equally divided among Genera l Assembly,
synod, and presbyt ery causes.
For years, student work at the Univers ity of South Carolin a had
been carried on by First Presbyt erian Church . Later the Synod of
South Carolin a sponso red the Westmi nster Fellows hip, but First
Church continu ed to be a m~or support er. In 1960 the synod purchased Westmi nster House on Pickens Street and called a full-tim e
ministe r to this work.
First Presbyt erian sponso red, with Congar ee Presbyt ery, a n ew
church in the Dutch Fork area. Westmi nster Presbyt erian Church was
organiz ed on Februa ry 12, 1961. First Presbyt erian Church Kindergarten -the first Protest ant weekda y church school in Colum bia-de clined to an enrollm ent of twenty- eight and closed on June 1, 1961.
More than five hundre d childre n had attende d during its fifteen
years of operation. Miss Carolin e Su tphen, directo r since the school's
second year, had taught every one of th e five-year-olds. Throug h the
years, the kinderg arten childre n had looked forward to singing
Christm as carols in the church choir loft, riding the train to Camde n,
bringin g clothes for orphan s, helping Eunice get the juice and cookies, going with Willie to open the church for chapel service, and celebratin g "gradu ation " at Heathw ood Park.
The Southe rn Presbyt erian Church celebra ted its centenn ial in
1961. A book, Look to the Rock, was publish ed by John Knox Press, with
picture s and brief historie s of one hundre d antebel lum Presbyt erian
churche s of the South. First Presbyt erian of Columb ia not only was
include d but its picture graced the book's cover. The title was a reference to Isaiah 51 :1-"He arken to me, ye that follow after righteousnes s, ye that seek the Lord: look unto the rock whence ye are
h ewn ." The text was written by Dr. Daniel Walker Hollis, profess or of
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history at the University of South Carolina and deacon of First Presbyterian Church; photographs were by Carl Julien. A presbytery-wide
banquet to celebrate the centennial was held on October 3, 1961, in
the Wade Hampton Hotel. The crowd was smaller than expected;
only 350 people came to hear Dr.]. McDowell Richards, president of
Columbia Seminary. Dr. Richards told his fellow Presbyterians that
"our church has exalted the Word of God," but he added an ambiguous note when he stated that it "has based its teachings, so Jar as possible, on the Scriptures as the only infallible rule of faith and practice."
On October 15, Centennial Sunday was observed in all churches
throughout the denomination. At First Church, the choir sang the
anthem "Built on the Rock, the Church Doth Stand" (S. D. Wolff),
and Dr. Rice preached on Isaiah 51:1 and 9. Verse one calls us to
"look to the rock" of our Christian heritage, he said; verse nine is a
challenge to present and future faithfulness-"Awake, awake, put on
strength, 0 Arm of the Lord; awake as in the days of old, the generations of ancient times."
Columbia was a racially segregated town under the state constitution of 1895, until court decisions after World War II began to break
down the old system. In 1954 and 1955 the United States Supreme
Court ruled that racial segregation of students in the public schools
was unconstitutional. Implementation came slowly, but Columbia's
transition was remarkably peaceful. For years the Southern Presbyterian denomination had expressed concerns about the relationship
between the races in the South. In 1947 the Synod of South Carolina,
meeting at First Presbyterian Church in Columbia, adopted a report
condemning "racial antipathies as incompatible with the Spirit of
Jesus." "We have a long way to go," the report stated, "and the solution is not easy."
On November 13, 1960, Dr. Rice preached a notable sermon at
First Church, entitled "A Pastor Speaks from his Heart." His subject
was "The Challenge of the Negro to the Southern Church"-the
topic of Rice's master's thesis at Princeton Seminary in 1946. Dr. Rice
told the congregation that he had been born in Virginia and that his
grandfather fought under Stonewall Jackson as one of the Liberty
Hall Volunteers. He told of his "Negro mammy" and the "Negro
cook" that worked in his home and said, "I love the Negro, like you
do-in that way which Southern white people have always loved him,
a way that outsiders never can quite understand." Rice then turned
to Acts 11:1-8 and explained that this was a passage in which God
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dealt with Peter's prejudices . Change is coming, the pastor said, and
we need not fear this change; the Christian gospel is "at the heart" of
much of it. He continued , "We must get communic ation re-established between white and black in our communit y, and we must learn
anew, daringly, creatively, what it means to love our neighbor in this
particular context where we find ourselves, not just as the white man
loves the darky, but as one man made in the image of God loves another." Dr. Rice concluded with prayer: "0 God, our Father ... take
possession of us; take possession of our Southland ; take possession of
our country. May the Spirit enable us to shake off the bondage of
fear and to move forward into a new day, into the glorious liberty of
all the sons of God. Injesus' Name. Amen."
Dr. Rice noted in his sermon onJuly 2, 1961, that as new laws were
changing the traditiona l way of life in the South, there seemed to be
"a firm determina tion" that things be done in decency and in order
in Columbia and in South Carolina. "It continues to be one of my
most constant prayers that this may always be so," the pastor added.
The Presbyterian SuTvey published a sermon for Race Relations Sunday, February 11, 1962, by Dr. Rice, entitled "Each in His Own Way."
In that sermon he told a true story which may have happened at First
Presbyteri an Church in Columbia , although he identified neither
place nor persons. He said:
There was no recriminat ion, no ugliness one night when an
issue involving segregatio n was before one particular church
session . Two years earlier the matter had been overwhelm ingly defeated without any open discussion . Now, after a
limited period of debate which could be described as more
prayerful than impassion ed, the affirmative motion carried.
Immediate ly following the benedictio n, the elder who had
been strongest in his opposition shook hands with his pastor, saying, "Well, sir, you won." And that was the end of it.
The decision of the session was carried out; the walls of the
church still stood; the life of the congregat iqn went forward
as usual.
On June 16, 1963, Dr. Rice returned to this topic in his Sunday
morning sermon, "A Change ofHeart in a Ch anging South." Preaching again from Acts 11-the story of th e founding of the new Gentile
church at Antioch- the pastor invited his people to move with him
"rather abruptly from the Biblical story to the current scene." "Let
me say that I do not intend any remarks today to be controvers ial," he
continued , "and I hope they will not be. But I am sure that no
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thoughtful Christian would expect the Church, of all institutions in
our society, to have nothing to say about the implications of this racial
situation in our Southland, which has become so much a part of our
thoughts and (I trust) of.our prayers night and day." Dr. Rice stated
that he believed very strongly and definitely that "the Lord has been
at work" in the events of the past ten years. Furthermore, he said,
"there h ave been many Barnabases abroad in our land"-like the
great-hearted and generous man who brought Paul to Antioch. He
praised the "wise, farsighted leadership" in South Carolina. "Instead
of giving the world another Little Rock or New Orleans," he said, "we
have been able to contribute a Clemson. And I pray that it may have
formed a pattern for what will shortly take place at our own University of South Carolina, just outside our front doors." The pastor gave
much credit to "the selection of nonviolence on the part of our
Negro leadership" and called that decision "one of the great blessings
in our Southland in the past ten years."
In his sermon on February 9, 1964, Dr. Rice stated:

\
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When one of our neighbors of darker hue becomes a Christian, when he is truly born again by the Holy Spirit (and
many of them have,just as genuinely as any one of us), then
he becomes my brother in Christ, if I have been truly born
again; ·and hard though it may be for me, in "obedience to
the truth" I must learn to love him earnestly from the heart,
as I am loved of Christ. The Southern white man has a head
start on the rest of the world in this. There has always been
a love between the races in the South that other peoples do
not understand. When we get these present painful adjustments worked out, when perfect love casts out all fear, then
we may emerge into a new day, better than we have ever
dreamed. The world may yet marvel at the example of
Christian brotherhood that we can display.
Dr. Rice became president of a new association of white and black
ministers-the Columbia Ministerial Fellowship. On May 14, 1962,
he asked the session to invite the fellowship to hold its June 19 meeting in Smith Memorial Chapel. The question was discussed "but no
action was taken." The session later acknowledged that the Columbia
Ministerial Fellowship had doubtless played a part in keeping racial
disturbances at a minimum in Columbia and agreed to grant any request from the group to hold its meeting at the church-as long as
no meal was served and the meeting was not held in the sanctuary or
Jackson Hall. The University of South Carolina choir and orchestra
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reques ted use of the sanctu ary for its Christ mas conce rt on Decem ber 13, 1964. When it was discov ered that the choir includ ed three
blacks , the reques t was denied . Dr. Rice, the moder ator, "very earnestly reques ted each memb er of the session to read Ephesi ans 2 and
tell him what they though t it meant ." In Januar y 1966, however, the
statew ide minist erial associ ation- an interra cial group that also included Roman Cathol ics-w as invited to hold its meetin g at First
Presby terian Churc h.
-·~

In 1962 the church engag ed in its first major buildin g progra m
since 1925. A goal of $400,0 00 was set to renova te and remod el Jackson Hall, the Sunda y school buildin g, and Smith Memo rial Chape l"to accom plish the final ecclesi astical blendi ng of the Churc h's physical facilities into an effective and harmo nious whole. " Impro ved
classro om space and faciliti es were especia lly needed . "In our histori c
sanctu ary we have the best of the old," Dr. Rice told the congre gation ;
"now in our educat ional buildin gs we want to provid e the best of the
new." The campa ign was led by Silas C. McMe ekin and W. G. Edwards, with Joseph Walke r as honor ary chairm an. A bookle t, Growing
Together . . . to the greater glory of God, challen ged the church memb ers
to "under take this work and lay it in the hands of Him who once fed
thousa nds with a loaf or two." With six vice-ch airmen , ninete en "majors," and more than five hundr ed worker s, the goal was surpas sed;
$407,1 37 was comm itted in just eleven days.
Work began on Jackso n Hall during the summ er of 1962. The high
smoke stack behind the buildi ng was taken down, and the hall was
stucco ed and painte d to match the church buildin g. There was discussio n of joinin g the church 's three buildin gs with covere d walkways, but some memb ers of the congre gation oppos ed "anyth ing that
would disturb the histori c church yard." Next, the Sunda y school
buildi ng was remod eled, during which time Colum bia High Schoo l's
classro oms were used by the Sunda y school .
In Januar y 1963 the Buildi ng Comm ittee recom mende d that the
church constr uct a separa te chapel , facing Washi ngton Street, next to
the Sunda y school buildin g. This was former ly the site of the church
manse that later becam e the John Knox House . The new chapel was
built- the third Smith Memo rial Chapel. 300 The old marble pulpit
~
The first Smith Memori al Chapel (1911-1926) is now Jackson Hall. The second
Smith Memori al Chapel (1926-1963) was in the present Thornw ell Building
, where
the library and children 's classrooms are now located.
00
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that was used in the sanctuary from 1853 to 1887 was placed in the
wall behind the central communion table as a reminder of the centrality of preaching in the Protestant, especially the Reformed, tradition.301 The stained glass windows of the chapel set forth biblical truth
and Reformed history. The chancel window exalts the cross of Christ
and its radiant influence around the world through all the centuries.
The side windows illustrate the history of the Christian church. The
first two symbols on the east side represent the Old Testament-the
ten commandments and the harp of praise. The second two represent the ministry of Christ-the crown of thorns (his suffering) and
the cross and crown (his death, resurrection, ascension, and victorious reign). The third two represent the coming of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost and the anchor of hope (Hebrews 7:19). The window on
the west side contains the seal of the Presbyterian church (adopted in
1891). The shield represents the church. The burning bush signifies
its indestructibility and the lamp sets forth its mission and witness. At
the head of the shield is the star setting forth Christ as the Lord of the
church, and above is the dove symbolizing the Holy Spirit. The laurel wreath surrounding the seal speaks of the church triumphant.
The motto on the scroll is translated "the light shinetl1 in darkness."
These symbols have special significance in the churches of the Reformed tradition-the dove in the Presbyterian churches of Scotland,
England, and Hungary; the star, the lighted lamp, and the motto in
the Waldensian church of Italy; the burning bush in the Church of
Scotland, the Spanish Reformed church, and the Reformed Church
of France. The laurel branches are reminiscent of the wreaths on the
seals of the Swiss Reformed church and the Westminster Assembly.
The doors on the pews were made to be similar to those on the box
pews of the old church building. Two of those original doors were
placed in the foyer to the chapel. One of th ese doors belonged to the
pew of th e Fitz Hugh McMaster family. The other door was from the
pew of the James Gregg family. Colonel Gregg was the son-in-law of
Dr. Jonathan Maxcy (first president of South Carolina College) and
the father of General Maxcy Gregg of the Confederate Army. A gas
chandelier taken from the choir loft of the old sanctuary was placed
in the chapel foyer.

301 The arrangement of the chapel, however, with its central communion table and

side pulpit, did not restate the Reformed tradition architecturally. Part of the old pulpit not used in the chapel was stored at the home of Elder Neill Macaulay; later it was
brought to the church and placed behind the education building.
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The new Smith Memo rial Chape l was dedica ted Novem ber 3, 1963.
Dr. Cecil Lang, assista nt minist er, read the Scrip ture-! Kings 8: 22,
23 and 27-30; the prayer of dedica tion was given by Dr. Rice. Mr.
Thom as E. McCu tchen, chairm an of the Buildi ng Comm ittee,
broug ht greetin gs. The words of the choir's anthem came from
Jacob' s respon se to his vision of God at Bethe l-"Sur ely the Lord is in
this place. This is none other than the house of God. And this is the
gate of heaven ."
Mr. Parker and the adult choir had donate d the sizable sum that
had accum ulated from the origina l "robin g" fund, begun by Mrs.
Cate and Mrs. Sutphe n, toward the purchase of an organ for the new
chapel . Mr. Parker and the choir secure d additio nal pledge s; and on
Sunda y evenin g, Octob er 4, 1964, the new chapel organ, built by the
M. P. Moller Comp any of Hagers town, Maryla nd, was dedica ted. A
memo rial marke r on the organ states that the beauti ful tubula r
chime s were given "In memo ry of Floren ce Spinks Cate, Nov. 30,
1877-Dec. 25, 1963." In 1962, Mrs. Cate had given her piano to the
Ladies Bible Class. Later Mr. and Mrs. Cate's childre n gave the
church a three-o ctave set of Schulm erich hand bells. Soon there were
two handb ell choirs -the "Cate Memo rial Handb ell Choir" and the
"Parke r Bells."
The buildi ng progr am-in cludin g the additi on of the new
chape l-cost half a million dollars . The church also comm itted itself
to $60,00 0 for Presby terian Colleg e and $40,00 0 for the Gener al Assembly Devel opmen t Fund during 1963 and 1964. First Presby terian
Churc h ranked sevent h in per-ca pita giving ($216.96) during 1962,
among eighty- three church es with memb ership b etween 1,000 and
1,499. (By 1967 it had fallen to twenty -secon d out of eighty -nine
church es in this catego ry.)
Dr. J. Ernest Somer ville, pastor of the histori c First Presby terian
Churc h of Philad elphia , condu cted preach ing missio ns in 1961 and
1962. The Scottis h preach er please d his hearer s, The State newsp aper
report ed, with his "rich, resona nt sermo n deliver y" and his poetic
style. Dr. Louis H. Evans of First Presby terian Churc h of Hollywood,
Califo rnia, and ministe r-at-lar ge for the United Presby terian Churc h
in the United States of Ameri ca, came for a preach ing missio n in
March 1963 and again in Octob er 1964. In March 1966 Dr. James W.
Clarke , a Scot who had served as profes sor of homile tics at McCormi ck and Prince ton semina ries and as pastor of several prominent church es, came to preach . Dr. Georg e F. MacLe od, anothe r
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Scot and founder and leader of the Iona community, also preached
at the church.
Elder Boyd Benson Johnson died on June 4, 1962. He had been
particularly active as a member of the Communion Committee and of
the Greeters Committee. His fellow elders noted that he "fully lived
up to the inscription now on his tomb, 'I would rather be a doorkeeper in the House of the Lord.'"
Dr. Cecil H . Lang began his work as assistant minister on September 1, 1962. Cecil Lang was born in Texas on March 18, 1891, and ordained onJune 1, 1916. He served six pastorates in Texas and Tennessee and held four administrative positions in the Presbyterian
Church in the United States. For ten years he was pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Knoxville, Tennessee. A chaplain during World
War I and World War II, Lang made eight round trips across the
ocean. He was the first Presbyterian minister to become a full colonel
in the armed services.
On January 13, 1964, the Sacraments Committee reported to the
session that some members judged the new communion bread "horrible" and wanted to go back to the old kind. The session decided not
to make a change because, they said, all "unleavened" bread tastes th e
same! Some elders urged a return to the earlier practice of a preparatory service.
The new denominational Covenant Life Curriculum generated
considerable discussion and some differences of opinion. It began to
be used by First Presbyterian on a trial basis in October 1963. Thesession was satisfied to continue use of the curriculum, having found
"nothing detrimental to the creed or theology of the PCUS," but it
voted on the matter each year.
Frank Gary Vance resigned as treasurer in 1963 after "27 years of
unselfish and faultless service." Vance, assisted by his wife, had served
in this position longer than anyone else in the church's history. Mr.
and Mrs. Patrick C. Smith accepted the same positions, beginning
January 1, 1964.
PresidentJohn F. Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963.
On Sunday, November 24, Dr. Rice laid aside the Thanksgiving sermon he had prepared and spoke on the tragedy. "America is, in
truth, on her knees," the pastor said. "We pray for America this day,"
he continued, "and to America on her knees the word of the Lord
comes: 'Be still and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the
nations. I will be exalted in the earth.'" An organ and choral concert
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at First Church was dedicated to President Kennedy's memory; and a
memorial service was held on Monday, November 25.
22!!!$li)·-

In 1964 the work of the church was organized under six session
committee s. The session explained :
We have in operation a Church. It is essential that if it functions, there be a plan for administra tion. The first business
of the church is evangelism, reaching people for Christ and
the church. When people are brought into the church they,
if they become active and develop in the Christian life, must
have pastoral -care. The means through which they remain
active, enlighten ed, and growing church members is
through education, learning, and practicing stewardship, and
engaging in corporate woTShijJ.
In 1964 Dr. Rice was the church 's pastor; Dr. Lang was assistant
minister. John Allen Johnson, a member of First Presbyteri an Church
who had just completed Columbia Seminary, was ordained and installed as assistant pastor in the summer of 1963. In the fall he left for
Edinburgh , Scotland, on study leave. He re turned to First Presbyterian but went to Seneca Presbyteri an Church as its pastor in August
1964. Fred Parker, assisted by Mrs. Parker, was First Presbyteri an
Church's minister of music. The Reverend Jerry Hammet was synod's
campus minister, and Miss Ruth Farrior was director of Christian education. Other members of the church staff were Mrs. Fred H. Gantt,
Sr., church visitor; Mrs. W. F. Blackburn , church secretary; Mrs. C. M.
Gittinger, pastor's secretary; Patrick C. Smith, church treasurer; Mrs.
A. D. Estill, church hostess; and Thomas L. Ruff and Willie Samuels,
sextons. In March 1964 Willie Samuels resigned. He and his wife had
lived on the church premises in a small frame house for many years.
When they desired to move away, the house was turned over to the
Boy Scouts for their use until it was torn down in June 1966. Willie
Samuels continued to work at the church as yardman. When he became ill in 1970, the church continued his salary. The deacons donated ten pints of blood, and the elders visited him at Columbia Hospital.
The session expressed concerns about certain activities in the city:
"obscene literature and lewd e ntertainm ent," "the growing practice
of Sunday merchand ising," and "the attempts to legalize betting and
horse races." Overseas, First Presbyteri an Church helped to support
six missionar ies-Miss Charlotte Taylor and Mr. and Mrs. John W.

268

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

Davis in Brazil, Miss Mary McBee in Mexico, and the Reverend and
Mrs. Walter Baldwin inJapan.
In his preaching, Dr. Rice emphasized the great themes of the
Christian gospel-God's love, the necessity of repentance, forgiveness of sins, and the Christian life. 302 "The Bible speaks often of God's
great love," he said. "But because he loves us, he brings us to judgment, that we may repent of our sins and then go free in the true liberty of the sons of God. There is no short cut to that process. There
is no forgiveness; it is wrong to talk about the love of God for all men,
until men have come to judgment." On January 29, 1961, Dr. Rice
preached on Galatians 2:20-"I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live
in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me." "I have been trying to preach on this text for over
fifteen years," he told his congregation. "I never come to it without
feeling anew how far short we come."
Sometimes Dr. Rice spoke on doctrinal topics. In a sermon on
"Why I Believe in the Virgin Birth" (preached on December 13,
1964), Rice stated forthrightly, "I believe in the Virgin Birth, not because I understand it, but because the Bible teaches it, and because I
believe the Bible to be the Word of God." In a sermon on predestination he said, "Our young people are confused about it, our adults
prefer to avoid the subject, and even our officers are told they do not
have to believe it." He criticized the "scholasticism" that entered the
church by the time of the Westminster Confession of Faith, which, he
said, "moved beyond Calvin's more guarded teaching." Calvin's doctrine, Dr. Rice believed, was altered to a "hard double-predestination," which states that "by the decree of God, for the manifestation
of His glory, some men and angels are predestinated unto everlasting
life; and others foreordained to everlasting death." "That is not what
the Presbyterian church teaches," Dr. Rice said, "and it is certainly not
what we come to proclaim today." He went on to emphasize that predestination means God's infallible purpose in our salvation. "Every
student of the Word of God," he said, "knows that the Bible leaves
abundant room for the free will of man . ... Let us realize that somehow these two things work perfectly together: our free will and his
sovereign purpose."
·
302

For a selection of sermons preached at First Presbyterian Church, see]. Sherrard Rice, Favorite Sermons (1966).
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Even though he was uncomfor table with th e confession 's teaching
on predestina tion, Dr. Rice stressed God's role in our salvation and
sanctification. In preaching on "Turning Temptatio n to Victory," the
pastor said, "Desire, decision, determina tion: these are the human elemen ts that point toward victory; bu t deliveran ce comes from God. It
is our natural tendency to stress man's part too much; actually, the
power of God lies behind them all. It is God who gives the desire; it
is God who leads u s to decision; it is God who strengthen s ou r determination; and in God we find deliveranc e."
Dr. Rice preach ed relevant sermons, addressing issues and topics of
the day. As we have seen, he did not avoid sermons on race relations.
He dealt with "the drinking problem." Mter presen ting statistics and
stories abou t the problems and tragedies of drinking, he said, "You
get the feeling after awhile, like Dwight Moody, [that] 'whiskey is all
right in its place; but its place is in hell."' Rice acknowled ged that the
Bible doesn't state th at drinking is a sin, but it does talk about our responsibility to others- our weaker brothers. "There's one very clear
and simple way to avoid all th e dangers and complicat ions of alcohol," he said. 'Just don 't drink." In preaching from Ephesians 5:2133 on "Th e Case for Chastity," Dr. Rice criticized the modern attitude
toward sex. He quoted from Dr. Egbert Watson Smith's Creed of Presbyterians- "God's command must b e obeyed; God's will must be done.
Not is it pleasant, or popular, or profitable, but is it right? Is it what
God would have m e to do? This is Calvinism 's first question." Dr.
Rice's patriotic sermon, "Lest We Forget," preached at First Presbyterian Church onJuly 5, 1964, won the 1964 Freedom Award given by
the Freedoms Foundatio n ofValley Forge, Pennsylva nia.
In August 1961 Dr. Rice gave four messages at th e Church Extension Conferenc e at Montreat, North Carolina. He told the audience
that about three months earlier he had been in a meeting with Dr. L.
Nelson Bell, former missionary -doctor to China and leader among
the Southern Presbyteri an conservatives. "Having a high respect for
his spiritual insights," Dr. Rice said, "I passed him a note saying th at I
had the opportuni ty of preaching four nights at Montreat and asking
his suggestion as to my choice of subj ects." A week later, Rice received a letter from Dr. Bell suggesting th e topic of Secrets ofPoweran d
listing: "T h e Power of Prayer," "The Power of the Holy Spirit, " "The
Power of the Word of God," and "The Power of the Surrender ed
Life."
In a serm on on the twenty-thi rd Psalm, d elivered March 3, 1963, on
the television program "South Carolina Television Pulpit," Dr. Rice
ended with th e following story:
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A man on his sick bed once confessed to his minister that,
although he loved the Psalm, he did not have any personal
assurance that it applied to him. The minister told him to
stretch out the five fingers of his left hand, and to count on
them the first five words of the Psalm. "Now," he said, "hold
tightly on to the fourth finge r of your left hand. The Lord
is my shepherd! When you can say that, the promises are all
your own." A short time later the man died. When the minister called at the home, the daughter said, "Father died
with a smile of childlike peace; and we noticed that he was
holding tightly in his right hand, the fourth finger of his
left." As he met death face to face, he was saying to himself
with quiet trust, "The Lord is my shepherd."

1
I.

I
i

I

Dr. Rice's priorities for the church were clearly set forth in a sermon he preached on May 31, 1964 (repeating a message he had .de-·
livered four years earlier), "A Call to Prayer for the Church." There
were ten points! He called on the people, first, to "pray for a spiritual
revival that will sweep through our lives, our church, and the world";
then, for "a new consciousness in your own heart of the presence and
power of Christ." Next, pray "for a growth of grace in every heart and
every home in our church." Then, pray "for a genuine concern for
all who do not know Christ as Lord and Savior." Pray, he told the congregation, "for a more effective pastoral ministry, by minister and
members alike"; "for a growing teaching ministry" among the children, youth, and adults of the church; and for "a new vision of stewardship that will lead our people to know the joy of giving sacrificially
to the Master's service." "And now, having prayed earnestly for the
church of which we are a part, we move out in our concern to the
waiting community around us, " Dr. Rice continued. We must pray
"for more practical manifestations of our love for others by daily
deeds of kindness; for the breakdown of all barriers that separate believers; for a united Christian witness that will make the total impact
of the church felt in the life of the community; and, finally, for the intervention of the Holy Spirit in the affairs of men, that God may make
us fit to fulfill His commission to be witnesses to all the world. "
The church continued to grow, reaching a membership of 1,406 by
the end of 1964-a gain of 118 members during the year. Attendance
at Sunday morning worship averaged seven hundred-one hundred
of whom were visitors. A salary increase for Dr. Rice, from $11,600 to

\
\

\

LOOK TO THE RocK

271

$12,000 in th e 1964 budget, was refused by the pastor. Though loyal
to the denomin ation and its agencies, the session fre tted about new
direction s the Souther n Presbyte rian Church was taking, such as were
reflected in the General Assembly's booklet New Wineskins. The eld e rs d e nied a request, h owever, from the new and con servative Reformed Theolog ical Seminar y in J ackson, Mississi ppi, to h ave its representati ve speak to them. Matters of church disciplin e-so common
a hundred years earlier- were now absent from the session's minu tes.
Problem s with the churchyard, however, continue d. The February 7,
1966, minutes noted that "Elder Macaulay, chairma n of the Churchyard Commit tee, requeste d approval for pruning a cherry tree in the
churchy ard , in view of previous difficulti es with anoth er tree "!
Dr. Andrew Blackwo od died on March 28, 1966. First Presbyte rian
Church h ad sent congratu latory messages to Dr. and Mrs. Blackwo od
on their fiftieth wedding annivers ary, April 4, 1960. Dr. Blackwo od
re plied in a le tter to the "brethre n of the session" on June 23, 1960:
"The Lord continue to b less all your worship, you r teaching , your
work, and your influe n ce," h e wrote, "so that the future of the clear
old First Church may be more than worthy of the best in h er past."
The le tter was typed , but Dr. Blackwo od added , in a sh aky ha nd, "Phil.
1: 3, 6." ["I thank my God upon every rememb ran ce ofyou . ... Being
confiden t of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of J esu s Ch rist."] Dr. Blackwo od
h ad once written to the Columbi a church , "Among all the congreg ations I have known , the old First stands out as the best of al l. "
On April 11 , 1966, Dr. Rice resigned to take a p osition as secretary
of evan ge li sm for the Board of Church Extensio n in Atlanta. "I n ever
would have anticipa ted that I would go in to work like this," Dr. Rice
told The State n ewspape r, "but the need is so great a t the present time
that I h ave com e to fee l th at it is wh at the Lord wants us to do ." "We
h ave already told fri ends that we will miss a p astorate, " h e said, "and
are h omesick abou t leaving Columbi a." Dr. Rice preached his last sermon as pastor of the church on July 31, 1966. That aftern oon a "departure party" was given for the Rice family in J ackson Hall.
T h e church had grown unde r Dr. Rice 's ministry. His courageo us
leadersh ip during the civil rights m ovemen t enabled First Presbyterian Church to respond as well as it did to the n ew situation . Hissermons presente d the gosp el clearly and describe d faithfully what God
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expects and demands of His children. First Presbyterian Church
again looked "unto the rock" from whence it was "hewn."
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CHAPTER 21
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As A TALE
THAT Is ToLD
william Kendrick Borden, recent graduate of Columbia T heological Seminary, began work as assistant pastor on June 10, 1966.
Mter Dr. Rice 's departure in August, Mr. Borden , Dr. Lang (who had
retired o n June 1, 1966), and guest preach~rs filled th e pulpit. Lang
served another two years, finally retiring on March 18, 1968-his seventy-seventh birthday-after fifty-two years in the ministry. "Although
my wife is a Virginian, and I'm a Texan," Dr. Lang said, "we fell in love
with Columbia when we came h ere, and we've decided to stay here
forever." In Decemb er the session elected Dr. Lang minister emeritus.
At a congregational m eeting on July 30, 1967, the nominating committee put forth the n ame of th e Reve ren d Hugh Walker McClure Ill,
p astor of the Hidenwood Presbyterian Church in Newport News, Virg inia. The vote was unanimous- 555 to 0 . The pulpit supply of the
day (and frequent supply for the past year), Dr. Wade Huie, Jr. , who
was professor of homiletics at Columbia Theological Seminary, stated
that h aving known Hugh McClure for twenty-two years, h e considered
him "one of the most talented and dedicated advocates of the church
a nd the gospel."
Hugh McClure was born on April 11 , 1931, in Washington, North
Carolina. His father, a l ife insuran ce sales manager, was a Presbyterian elder and long-time Sunday schoo l teacher. His mother was a
"homemaker and Christian lady." Hugh grew up mostly in Mobile,
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Alabama, and graduated from Georgia Military Academy J unior College and the University of Florida. He "learned the faith," as he once
said, "on the knee of a mother, from the voice of a father, from some
Sunday School teacher from North Carolina, to Alabama, to Georgia,
from preachers up and down the line." He prepared for the ministry
at Columbia Theological Seminary, graduating summa cum laude in
1954 with the bachelor of divinity degree. The year before, he had
married Beverly Anne Cason of Atlanta, Georgia. Hugh McClure was
pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Wetumpka, Alabama, until
1960, when he was called to Hidenwood Presbyterian Church.
Mr. McClure conducted his first service as pastor on September 10,
1967. He said that it was a high privilege to be called to First Presbyterian Church but added that he found two significant blank spaces
in tl1e data form that the church had furnished to prospective ministers: (1) What is the special emphasis in the work of this church? and
(2) What program has been adopted to accomplish it? First Presbyterians were warned that the new pastor was not willing to allow the
church to proceed without careful re-examination of its practices and
plans. The next January, he asked each newly elected officer three
questions: (1) How did you come to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior? (2) What does He mean to you today, particularly in the
area of Lord and Master? and (3) What are your regular habits which
aid your growth in Christ? Almost all attributed their knowledge of
Christ to birth and training in a Christian home.
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During the 1950s and 1960s, major changes had affected the
PCUS-the Southern Presbyterian Church. Strong belief in the authority of Scripture and faithful adherence to the Westminster Standards had weakened. A more liberal theology was taught in its seminaries and preached from many of its major pulpits. The old emphasis on missions and evangelism was giving way to advocacy of political and social issues. Increasing pressure for union with the
United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America-the
Northern church-was ·being felt throughout the denomination.
The UPCUSA adopted a new Confession of 1967 and recast its confessional stance with the compilation of a Book of Confessions. The
Council on Church and Race of the UPCUSA sent a contribution to
the defense fund set up on behalf of Angela Davis, a philosophy professor at UCLA. Davis was a member of the Black Panthers and a selfavowed Communist wh o h ad been indicted on conspiracy charges.
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Un ion pre sby teri es and syn ods wer
e cre ated , allo win g PCU S and
UP CU SA chu rch es to uni te loca lly
in pre sby teri es and synods. In
197 2 the PCU S Gen era l Ass emb ly
res truc ture d the syn ods and repla ced the boa rds of the chu rch wit
h one gen era l exe cuti ve boa rd.
Con serv ativ es cor rec tly saw bot h mov
es as an atte mp t of the libe rals
to gai n con trol of chu rch ma chi ner y
for the pur pos e of adv anc ing the
uni on mo vem ent . Fur the r ero sion
of Pre sby teri an chu rch pol ity occur red wh en the den om ina tion allo
wed uno rda ine d del ega tes to debat e on the floo r of Gen era l Ass emb
ly and to deb ate and also vot e in
the stan din g com mit tees tha t rev iew
ed and app rov ed the bus ine ss
com ing to the asse mb ly.
The se dev elo pm ent s trou ble d the
sess ion of Firs t Pre sby teri an
Chu rch . Eld er Tho ma s E. Mc Cut che
n add ress ed Con gar ee Presbytery on Sep tem ber 23, 196 9, ask ing
"W her e Sho uld the Em pha sis
Be?" "Th e chu rch can be viable, dyn
ami c, and atte ntiv e," the Firs t
Chu rch eld er said , "bu t its doc trin e
and foc us sho uld not be a surg ing, cha ngi ng, unk now n ele me nt."
On e ma tter tha t intr odu ced an "un kno
wn elem ent " into the life of
the Sou the rn Pre sby teri an Chu rch
was the gro win g possibility of
me rge r wit h the No rthe rn Pre sby teri
an den om ina tion . The first men tion of a disc uss ion of me rge r in the
sess ion min ute s of Firs t Chu rch
app ear ed on Jan uar y 8, 194 0; but this
ma tter had occ upi ed chu rch me n on bot h sides sinc e the end of
the Wa r Bet wee n the States.
Nin ete ent h-c ent ury Sou the rn Pre sby
teri an Chu rch lea der Ben jam in Mo rga n Pal me r-fo r man y
yea rs the bel ove d pas tor of Firs t
Pre sby teri an- con stan tly spo ke out
aga inst clo ser rela tion s bet wee n
the No rth ern and Sou the rn chu rch
es in the yea rs foll owi ng the Wa r
Bet wee n the States. He felt tha t the
No rthe rn chu rch had allo wed political jud gm ent s to com pro mis e its
Pre sby teri anis m and had weakene d its Old Sch ool the olo gy by its
reu nio n wit h the New Sch ool .
Ove rtur es from the 186 9 No rthe rn
asse mb ly for "the spe edy esta blish men t of cor dial , frat ern al rela tion
s" wit h the Sou the rn Pre sby terian Chu rch wer e too soo n for Dr. Pal
me r and mo st Sou the rne rs. Dr.
Pal me r wro te sev ent een arti cles opp
osin g suc h a mov e , in the fall
1869 Southwestern Presbyterian. The Sou
the rn Pre sby teri an Gen era l Assembly, me etin g in Louisville in 187
0, reje cted uni on wit h the Nor thern chu rch by a vot e of eig hty -thr ee
to sev ent een . Dr. Pal mer , chairma n of the Com mit tee on For eig n
Cor res pon den ce, exp lain ed the
asse mb ly's acti on in .a pas tora l lett er:
''W ishi ng the m pro spe rity and
pea ce, so far as they lab or to win sou
ls for Chr ist, we feel it a hig her
dut y and a gra nde r priv ileg e to testify
for our Ma ster 's kin gsh ip in his
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Church, than to enjoy all the ecclesiastical fellowship which is to be
purchased at the expense of conscience and truth. "303 He fought any
attempt to bring the two churches closer together; but fraternal relations were finally approved, and in 1883 there was an exchange of official delegates. In 1900, Dr. Palmer, as an old man, was willing to say
that if the Northern church split on the great questions dividing
Calvinists from Arminians, "organic union might possibly occur with
the sounder wing. "304 Palmer was undoubtedly influenced both by bitterness at the treatment of Southern Presbyterians during, and especially after, the war and pride that the Southern church was the most
spiritual and faithful body of Reformed Christians in the world. But
Dr. Palmer also feared- quite correctly, as it turned out-that the
Northern church would become so broad that it would tolerate a
wide variety of theological views, including those tha t had little resemblance to the historic Reformed faith .
As early as May 5, 1947, the session of First Presbyterian had discussed the issue of church union. Dr. Jackson read an article supporting reunion, and Elder-for-life Fitz Hugh McMaster argued that
the Southern Presbyterian Church should remain separate. He was
afraid that the Southern church would lose its identity "in a body controlled from distant centers" and disappear "as a tale that is told." He
added, "I waive mention of possible differences of doctrine, the
Auburn Mfirmation and the like. ~ . . I would rather the First Presbyterian Church of Columbia would become independent of all Presbyteries, Synods and Assemblies than that it should be lost in an organization, great and wealthy and mighty, in which it would have little companionship. "305 That same year Congaree Presbytery voted
overwhelmingly against union and sent an overture to the General
Assembly of the Southern church "asking that body to discontinue all
efforts toward union."
Again and again the First Presbyterian Church session went on '
record as being opposed to union with the.Northern church. OnJanu ary 19, 1954, Congaree Presbytery voted by an overwhelming majority to overture the General Assembly to desist from further n egotiations toward union. The 1954 assembly, however, approved union
Johnson, Palme1~ p. 327.
Johnson, Palme1~ p. 546.
305
The Auburn Affirmation was a 1924 statement drawn up in opposition to the
conservative movement within the Northern Presbyterian church. It was sign ed by
1,274 ministers and stated that the church should accept a broader interpretation of
doctrines, and practice greater tolerance toward diversity of views, within the denomination.
303
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with the PCUSA. On July 6, 1954, the session of First Presbyterian
Church voted, 17 to 2, against the union. The congregation voted on
September 10, 1954, 126 to 31, to oppose the union. When a substantial number of presbyteries voted against the union, it was defeated.
The session was critical of some of the General Assembly causessuch as the National Council of Churches and the World Council of
Churches-and of the practice of "equalization," by which funds were
distributed to the different agencies according to set percentages.
First Presbyterian Church had tried to avoid having its benevolent
funds subject to equalization by selectively supporting only certain
causes of the Southern Presbyterian Church; but part of the church's
benevolence support was still subject to equalization. In 1968 the elders of First Church devised a plan by which members could avoid
equalization-thus not supporting the causes to which they objected.
The pledge cards for the every-member canvass for 1969, however,
could be marked "old way" by those who wished to continue to have
twenty per cent of their donations sent to Atlanta undesignated and
so subject to equalization. When the denomination moved support
of these controversial ecumenical agencies to the General Assembly
tax account, the congregation of First Presbyterian Church withheld
its General Assembly tax!
The session expressed its disapproval on September 8, 1969, of a
black militant's speaking at Montreat and the General Assembly's giving its boards and agencies freedom "to operate as they pleased."
About this time, the session began to receive and study communications from the Concerned Presbyterians-an organization formed in
1965 by Presbyterian ruling elders including Dr. Nelson Bell. The
group's purpose was "to return control of the Church once more to
those who feel that the primary mission of the Church is to lead the
unsaved to Christ, who believe in the integrity and authority of the
Bible, who consider loyalty to the Confession of Faith and the catechisms vital and essential, and who are not willing to have our Church
destroyed by merger with bodies not committed to these beliefs." On
November 3, 1969, Elder D. C. Brooks reported on his attendance at
one of their meetings, which was addressed by the group's president,
Miami businessman Kenneth S. Keyes. This organization is concerned about the "same things the session is concerned about," he
told his fellow elders.
The leadership of the senior pastor was crucial in laying the
groundwork for the church's informed understanding of the denominational issues of the day. pr. McClure was one of the few conservatives appointed to the General Executive Board and had firsthand in-
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formation concerning the operation of the PCUS. He kept the session apprised of denominatio nal directions and, each January, delivered a state-of-the-c hurch address to the congregation . In 1969 Dr.
McClure joined the Covenant Fellowship of Presbyterian s-"a group
of ministers interested in influencing church policy, but neither to
the right nor left." He told the session on November 3 that he h ad
attended a meeting in Memphis and asked permission to be out of
town at least two days each month in connection with his work with
this new organization . Hugh McClure, Andrew Jumper (pastor of
Central Presbyterian Church in St. Louis), and others worked hard to
try to influence the Sou.t hern Presbyterian Church toward a more
conservative position. 306 Soon First Presbyterian Church was supporting the Covenant Fellowship through designated gifts.

--

The session struggled with issues related to the decoration and use
of the sanctuary. Mter many discussions, the elders finally decided
not to paint, but to refinish, the mahogany woodwork and pews. For
over a year they debated the merits of placing a cross in the church
as a memorial to Hugh Frank Blackburn, who was killed in 1967 in
Vietnam. In January 1968 a vote resulted in 18 affirmative votes, 10
negative votes, and 4 abstentions. Finally in May 1968 the cross was
rejected on the grounds that its "design and location were out of
keeping with the balance of the sanctuary." A motion that the United
States and Christian flags on the pulpit level be placed on the main
floor was tabled. Surprisingly, with little discussion, the Masonic
Lodge was granted the use of the church sanctuary for a religious
service.
From time to time, the deacons and elders discussed problems concerning the care of the grounds and buildings-s uch as pigeons in
the church tower and moths in the organ. In 1968 a lot on Lockewood Lane was purchased for $15,000 and a new manse built for
$43,000; Dr. McClure and his family moved there. In 1969 the
Churchyard Committee turned over $10,000 in its account to the
church; from now on, funds for care of the churchyard were to be included in the annual church budgets.
In October 1968, Mr. Borden resigned to accept a call to the Winter Park Presbyterian Church in Florida, and Dr. Joseph Norton
Dendy became assistant pastor. Norton Dendy was born on Septem"Yes, Andy and I stood together. I do miss him," McClure wrote to the author in
a personal letter, December 21, 1993.
306
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ber 23, 1911 , at Walhalla, South Carolina. He graduated from Presbyterian College in 1933 and from Union Theological Seminary in
Virginia in 1936. He served churches in North Carolina and Alabama, including First Church, Dothan, before organizing Hillwood
Presbyterian Church in Nashville, Tennessee. He h ad been described
to the Columbia session by people who knew him as "one of the best
visitation men" in the denomination, as "moderate in his approach to
the issues of the day ... not by temperament a crusader," as "a good
preacher," and as a man with a "pleasing personality." Dr. Dendy was
installed as assistant minister on October 13, 1968. (l-Ie was called as
associate pastorjune 29, 1975.)
In 1967 the session disapproved proposals to amend the charter of
Thornwell Orphanage to p ermit the acceptance of black and illegitimate children; but a year later it voted to continue support of the
V\Tee-Care Kindergarten for retarded children-sponsored by First
Presbyterian Church, the Columbia Association for Retarded Children, and the Richland Women's Club-even though it was understood that Negro children could be included.307 In 1968 Congaree
Presbytery voted to authorize the use of presbytery's Camp Langridge
by church groups without regard to race; it also adopted a resolution
that civil disobedience (sanctioned by the General Assembly) be condemned, overturing the assembly to cease supporting the Southern
Christian Leadership Council.
The session of First Presbyterian Church passed a motion on October 7, 1968-by a vote of twenty to nine-to appoint a committee of
five elders to study the issue of racial integration and recommend
policies for church u sh ers and the use of church buildings. In November the session took up the matter again. Two motions-one to
table and another to weaken the report of the committee-wer e defeated. The committee's recommendation s, however, lost (ten to sixteen) and were returned for more work. In December the report
came back, and the session approved the guidelines with only three
dissenting votes. The report stated:
1. Membership in the First Presbyterian Church of Columbia, South Carolina, is open to all who profess their faith in
J esus Christ as Savior and Lord; to those who reaffirm their

:lo?

1968.

The kindergarten moved from First Presbyterian Church to larger quarters in
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faith in Jesus Christ and those who present a transfer of
membership from another church as defined in the Book of
Church Order.
2. Attendance at worship services in the sanctuary and the
chapel is open to all regardless of race or national origin as
stated in the Book of Church Order.
3. The use ofJackson Hall is under the direction of the Activities Committee of the Board of Deacons; however, the
use of Jackson Hall shall not be denied because of race,
color or class.
4. All members of the First Presbyterian Church of Columbia, South Carolina, shall be afforded all the privileges of
membership.
5. Notwithstanding the above, anyone who endeavors to join
the First Presbyterian Church of Columbia or to attend any
of its services for the purpose of creating a scene and attend ant publicity or to interfere with the normal functions and
services of the Church shall be denied membership and refused attendance privileges.

Although the fifth statement revealed a continuing anxiousness,
not entirely without cause, the church moved through this crisis with
commendable grace. If it did not lead in the movement for racial justice and harmony in South Carolina, neither did it impede progress.
Like almost all churches, not only in the South but nationwide, there
were failures and un-Christian attitudes and practices in its history.
But there was also much to praise in the study, growth, and change
marked by these years of tension and struggle in the life of the old
downtown Columbia Presbyterian church.
Symbolic of the church's new attitude was the dual action of the
session on February 1, 1971, to offer Jackson Hall for a meeting of the
children of members of the United Daughters of the Confederacy,
and to invite the Reverend Miles 0. Smith of the Ladson Memorial
Presbyterian Church to conduct the Wednesday services in the chapel
on March 3, 1971.
In the fall of 1968 the Walter Bedford Moore house at 1424 Washington Street-one of three remaining unacquired properties in the
block-was purchased for $79,100. In June 1969 the Junior League
of Columbia was given the use of the house as a foster home for
young girls who were first-time offenders. First Church also cooper-
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ated with o ther Columbia Presbyterian churches in supporting a daycare center at H endley H omes, a low-income h ou sing project.
Church m embership in 1968 was about the same as in 1950-approximately 1,430. From 1950 to 1960 the trend had been down;
there were only 1,1 58 members in 1958. Some First Presbyterian
Church members had moved to Eastminster in 1948 an d to Forest
Lake in 1956, when those new churches were organized. Mter Dr.
Rice 's coming in 1959, m embership slowly increased. When Rice resigned in 1967, there were over 1,400 m embers. Sunday school enrollment had fluctuated since 1940, with highs of about 800 to 850 in
the late 1950s; from 1962 there h ad been a downward trend, with
about 600 enrolled during 1966 and 1967. Benevolent giving had increased from $5,000-$6,00 0 in the early 1940s to $75,000-$95, 000 in
the late 1960s. A long-ran ge planning commi ttee reporting these
items stated that "our church should strive to increase the amount of
yearly benevolent giving until it equals that of current expenses."
Current exp enses for the last several years had reached $120,000.
Value of the land and buildings was placed at two million dollars.
There were various suggestions as to what First Presbyterian Church
needed to stress-but the committee agreed that "great p reaching is
first and foremost."
Following the resignation of Mr. Borden, Robert E. Herrmann became minister of Christian education in April1969. Mter graduating
from Virginia Polytechnica l Institute, H errmann served with th e
United States Army in Korea for two years and worked for four years
with Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company. He then
studied for the ministry at Union Seminary in Richmond and, after
graduation, was called as pastor to First Presbyterian Church of Ripley, West Virginia. Elizabeth C. (Mrs. Fred Hay, Sr.) Gantt, lon g-time
church visitor, retired on March 31, 1969.
By 1969 an Easter sunrise service was ·a regu lar feature of First
Church, as was the union Thanksgivin g service with Arsenal Hill Presbyterian. A n ew order of worship was inaugurated in May 1969 for
the purpose of giving "a more logical and orderly sequence to the various elements of worship, namely, confession, adoration, commitment, singing, reading, an d the preaching of God 's Word." The
175th anniversary of First Presbyterian Church was held on Sunday,
May 31, 1970. Dr. McClure spoke on ''Vision Through Faith."
In the summer of 1970 a new full-time position for a superintendent of mainten ance and property was created; and Robert W.
Horne, Sr., a member of First Presbyterian Church who was retiring
from th e army in September, was hired. The Property Committee's
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report stated that Mr. Horne possessed "aptitude for the work and
love of the church."
On September 12, 1970, the session accepted "with deep and profound regret" Elder Fred Parker's resignation-effective May 31,
1971. Mr. Parker, ably assisted by his wife, had served First Presbyterian Church as organist and minister of music for over forty years. He
was ordained as a ruling elder in March 1948. In 1965 the Parke,rs
had retired from their faculty positions at Columbia College but continued their ministry of music at First Church, where Mrs. Parker was
choir director. OnJanuary 27, 1971, the Fine Arts Committee of First
Presbyterian produced "Surely the Lord is in this Place," a phonograph record that featured organ music by Mr. Parker, the adult choir
directed by Mrs. Parker, and the Youth; Junior, and Cate Memorial
Handbell choirs, directed by Mrs. Beverly Thompson. On May 20 the
church honored Mr. and Mrs. Parker with a dinner in Jackson Hall. 308
On June 13, 1971, Arpad Darazs directed the choir for the first
time, and Ronald Miller began his ministry as organist at First
Church. Dr. Darazs was the internationally known director of the
University of South Carolina choir. His Palmetto Mastersingers
toured Europe on several occasions; and in 1976 the university choir,
under his direction, won a number of honors and awards at the Bela
Bartok International Choral Competition in Debrecen, Hungary.
Ronald Miller had served as organist and director of music at the First
Presbyterian Church in his home town of Blytheville, Arkansas. Mter
moving to Columbia to become organist at First Presbyterian Church,
he taught English at Hillcrest High School in Dalzell for two years and
then at Eau Claire High School. In 1974 Miller married Henrietta
Sanders of Columbia. He completed a master's degree at the University of South Carolina in 1976.

308
Mr. Parker served eight terms as elder before his election to elder emeritus in
1980. He died on August 24, 1988, at eighty-nine years of age. The session memorialized him as "a loyal dedicated Christian, who loved his church and its music and worship," and praised his "musical excellence, good-will, kindness, love, gentleness, dedication and knowledge." Fred Parker left the church his hymnology library and his
Steinway grand piano. From 1945 to 1981, Mr. Parker wrote a weekly column in The
State, entitled "Beloved Hymns."
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From April1951 until the end of the Korean Wru: four yeru·s later, sevicemen from Fort Jackson were entertained
every Saturday night with refreshments, games, and dancing in Fellowship Hall (present Jaclcson Hall). TI1e
orchestra was a composite group of musicians representing the Baptist Training Union and the Eighth Division
at FortJaclcson. Young ladies from the congregatiorl served as junior hostesses and were supervised by an adult
committee headed by Pete Dibble.

Children who attended the church's kindergarten p\ayed outside the Education Building. It was the first churchsponsored kindergarten in the city and operated from 1946 to 1961.

The Men's Bible Class was photographed in front of the new Smith Memorial Chapel in 1964. Miss Mae Cleveland, center, was the class's pianist. Members are, top row: R.B.
Wilson, J.G. McMaster, D.W. Hollis. 5th row: Sam Clarke, T.B. Scott, F.P. McGowan, W.F. Taylor, C.D. Floyd, H.S. Johnson, W.N. Cork. 4th row: C.M. Gittinger, H.M. Shannon,
W. Waring, G.E. Lipscomb, B.E. Aughtry, C.E. Law, J.N. Caldwell, A.D. Graham, F.M. Joye, S.F. Lever, R.C. Walker, E. C. Salley, W.T. Linton, L.H. Bohm, G.T. Harmon, E.O.
Hunter. 3rd row: D.H. Stanton, W.N. Geiger, Y.A. McLeod, D.M. Bankhead, W.B. Fowler, F.H. Gantt, E.B. King, J .H . Haynes, G.C. Richey, J.S. Graybill, W.F. Blackburn, O.D.
Adair, R.J. McCarmac, C.H . Bistline, C.W. McCants, C.E. Lowder, G.R. McElveen, Jr. Right from center: D.R. Hopkins, J.E. Kinard, W.E. Gore, F.S. Smith, W.F. Dibble, R.C.
Aiken. 2nd row: J .l. Rice, visitor, W.D. Fulton, A.R. Hafner, O.P. Newman, R.A. Little, J.H. Little, J.H. Laffitte, R.H. Richey, C.F. Elliott, J.M. Fitzgerald, J.S. ~anew, G.E.
Crossland, J.A. Neal. 1st row: J.S. Rice, C.H. Cate, C.J. Cate, Jr., C.J. Cate, Mae Cleveland, C.M. Walker, E.D. Foster, J.C. Dozier, F. G. Vance, C.A. Jennings, T.W. Davies, T.R.
Bethune.

Over eighty children attended the summer Bible school in 1957.

Members of the congregation gathered for a social in Jacl~son Hall before the 1968 renovations when the stage
and balcony were removed.

An aerial view of the church block in about 1960 shows the old manse behind the Education Building, at left.
The houses along Washington Street were re placed by Smith
Chapel and parking lots.

First Presbyterian Chtrrch Buildings*
This chart sh ows the evolution of church buildings 1814-1988.
The sanctuary is at right. Dotted line structures are not extant.
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Marion Street

1)

Wooden church- 1814
(Moved across Lady Street- I853)

2)

Gothic church - 1853

3)

Lecture Room - 1871
(Moved to Eau Claire Church - 1912)

8)

Extended sanct11ary- 1925

9)

Bought boarding house, 1416 Washington
Street- 1959. Torn down for parking.

10)

4) Bought Scott home at 1400 Washi ngton
Street - 1885. Used for manse.

Bought Kendall Nursing Home- 1960
Used as second John Knox House. Tom
down. Lot used for parking.

11)

5) First Smith Chapel - 1911
(Renovated into Jackson Hall- 1926)

Built third Smith Chapel on site of
former manse- 1964.

12)

Bought Moore house, 1424 Washington Street
- 1968. Rented to tenants until house sold and
moved. Lot used for parking.

13)

Purchased Fleming vacant lot at 1420
Washington Street for parking - 1973.

14)

Bought Bar Association bldg. at 1321 Bull
Street - 1988. Used for staff offices. Named
Palmer Ministries Bldg.

6)

Bought Taylor home, 14 10 Washington Street
- 192 1. Used as new manse until 193 1, then
rented to tenants. Used by SC Synod as
John Knox House I95 I-1961. Torn down.

7) Education Bldg. with second Smith Chapel
- 1926. Named Thornwell Bldg.. 1988

*Dotted li ne structures not extant.

CHAPTER 22
---------------- ~ ----------------

WAL KING THRO UGH
THE FIRE

Dr. McClure's preaching was well received at First Presbyterian

Church. "You understood what he was saying," commented on e
church member. In a sermon preached on june 1, 1975, Dr. McClure
said:
People assembled here, who have been coming here for
years, still have no clear answer to the question , Who is j esu s
Christ? At least you have never come to the p oint of saying,
as Peter did, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,
and upon you, and you alone, I stake my life ."
Oh, I know you are responding to me by saying, "Bu t, sir, we
really d o not have to do that do we? I was brought here as a
child. !joined the church when I was a teenager and I have
been coming h ere ever since. My grandfather and my
grandmothe r are buried here in the churchyard and even I
h ave a plot there."
"Th at's not th e answer," Dr. McClure said. "The answer is different,
and many of us have n ever given a clear answer."
In another sermon called "What is a Christian?" Dr. McClure defin ed a Christian as "a person who has a relationship to J esus Christ."
The pastor went on to say that there are five different kinds of relationships to Christ, "and all are important in following him." First,
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"we must have a doctrinal relationship with Christ." We must know
that he is "the Christ, the Son of the living God." Then, "there is a
second relationship, what I would call a redemptive relationship," Dr.
McClure said. I must not only know "who Christ is, but what he did
for me." Thirdly, there is a devotional relationship-"and that's a big
word for 'reading the Bible and saying your prayers."' Then comes
"an institutional relationship," which brings us into the fellowship of
Christ's church. Finally, "the Christian must have an ethical relationship to Jesus Christ." "It is a form of idolatry to single out good works
as all there is to discipleship," the pastor said. "I don't accept this because I believe ethics, or good works, or behavior, or service, or whatever you want to call it, is the fruit, not the root, of Christian experience."
On September 23, 1979, Dr. McClure preached on "Life Mter
Death" from John 14:1-7. He began by saying, "In the bulletin this
morning are listed six persons who in the course of five days have
died. Six times I read this Scripture, four times in our own beloved
churchyard, twice in other sacred spots." He ended the sermon with
these words:
If something happened this afternoon to you or to me, do
we believe with absolute certainty thatJesus Christ died on a
cross for my sins and yours, and that by His death and glorious resurrection opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers? If you say yes to that question, then yours is a home
in heaven with God, Christ, with your loved ones-to know
them, to see them, to fellowship with them. So let me ask
you the question one more time. Ifyou were to die tonight,
would you go to heaven?
Dr. McClure's vision for the church was set forth clearly and constantly. In his sermon for December 31, 1972, h e said:
I told the Men's Bible Class this morning that a professor
from Union Seminary told me that the mark of a true
church is. where preaching, teaching, and pastoral care go
on. I want to add to that this morning for this congregation.
I am convinced that a true church is where preaching the
gospel takes place, where teaching the gospel takes place,
where caring for people takes place, where evangelizing the
community takes place, and where service to the community
in the name of Christ takes place.
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Knowledgeable about denomina tional developm en ts, Dr. McClure
kept the church alert and informed . In his sermon "Th e Church:
Voice or Echo?" (from the story of Micaiah in I Kings 22:1-28), he
asked the question "Will the church b e a false prophet or will the
church be the voice of God? That's the choice that confronts the
church today. Will the church stand for Christ or will the church simp ly be another ech o of m ankind , watering down H is person?" Dr. McClure was aggressive in his approach to issues; it was said by friends at
Columbia Seminary that h e brought the rule book with him to softb all games! He h ated to lose. At First Presbyteri an Church h e had
good support for his approach, but there was opposition , too.
The church moved cautiously. The session (by a vote of seventeen
to eight) d enied the request of the conservative Presbyteri an Churchmen United to meet in the church sanctuary on J anuary 8, 1971. 309 In
Septemb er of that year, Dr. McClure told the session that he had met
with Dr. L. Nelson Bell and th at Dr. Bell's position was th e same as
his- h e would not b e part of any plan to withdraw from the PCUS,
but h e would continue to fight church union from within. On June
25, 1972, during the morning worship service, Dr. McClure reported
on the 1972 Gen eral Assembly. Dr. Bell- Billy Graham's father-inlaw-was elected moderator. The tone of the assembly was moderation and reconcilia tion, Dr. McClure said. A motion affirming th at
"all me n are lost apart from the grace of God" p assed-bu t there were
138 n egative votes. The Covenant Fellowship of Presbyterians was a
positive force, Dr. McClure told th e congregation, and was working
for proper ch ange through the ch urch courts. Dr. Bell appointed the
Columb ia pastor chairman of a committee of five to work toward reconciliation in the d enominati on.
First Presbyteri an Church continued to support Presbyteri an College and Columbia Semin ary. Forty thousand dollars was pledged to
the seminary in 1972, to b e paid over two years. Presbyteri an College
awarded Hugh McClure an honorary doctor of d ivinity d egree in
J une 1972. The church also con tinued to support the Presbyteri an
student work at the University of South Carolina and contribute d to309
A Presbyte rian Ministers' Prayer Fellowship b egan in 1967 to promote praye r
within the denominatio n for the strengthe ning of Presbyterian faith a nd polity; in
1969 it began to take a m ore prominent public role in the conservative movement and
c hanged its name to Presbyterian Ch urchm en United. John Richards, pastor of the
First Presbyterian C hurch of Macon, Georgia, became part-time executive director.
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ward the purchase of land and the construction of a building for the
Westminster Fellowship (when the old Westminster Fellowship House
was demolished in 1972 to make way for the new school of nursing).
Three elders of First Presbyterian Church-F. DeVere Smith, Charles
C. Foster, and James N. Caldwell-were long-time leaders of the campus ministry.
In 1973 the church added to its property by purchasing the vacant
lot at 1420-22 Washington Street-the Fleming property-for
$130,000. By 1973, church membership reached 1,512 (above 1,500
for the first time since 1947)-allowing two additional elder-representatives at presbytery and synod. Robert Herrmann resigned as assistant minister-effective September 1, 1973-to accept a call to the
pastorate of the Arsenal Hill Presbyterian Church. In 1974 Lillian
(Mrs. Edward C.) Salley and Elizabeth (Mrs. Allen Izard) Josey were
elected the first women deacons of the church. In 1976 Mayme (Mrs.
Earle G.) Tyler joined the church staff as pastor's secretary and
Louise (Mrs. Charles F., Jr.) Carter as church secretary. 3 10
On April 9, 1973, Dr. McClure and members of the Church Mfairs
Committee attended an information meeting about the Continuing
Presbyterian Church at Eau Claire Presbyterian. When the liberals
abandoned their agreeme nt with conservatives to allow an "escape
clause" in the Plan of Union, some Presbyterians decided that the
time h ad come to leave the denomination. The Continuing Presbyterian movement became a new denomination-the National Presbyterian Church (and a year later the Presbyterian Church in America).
The first General Assembly met at Briarwood Presbyterian Church in
Birmingham, Alabama, December 4-7, 1973. There were 382 commissioners present, representing 50,000 communicant members and
250 churches. With the departure of so many to the PCA, the conservative cause within the PCUS was weakened, making union with
the UPCUSA even more likely. In November 1973 the First Presbyterian Church session studied documents from the PCUS Ad Interim
Committee on Causes of Unhappiness and Division in the church.
Dr. McClure offered "corrections" of several statements in the denominational material. In September 1974 the moderator reviewed
the actions of the General Assembly and discussed the proposed
Book of Confessions and the proposed changes in the Book of
Church Order. On September 9, the session voted unanimously to affinn its confidence in the leadership of Dr. McClure.
In 1994, Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Tyler had the longest terms of service of any
church staff members, with the exception of Arthur Henry, who began his work as
church gardener in 1971.
3 10
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In February 1975 it was decided to send The Presbyterian Survey and
The Presbyterian Journal to every elder. In March 1975 Dr. Murdo E.
Macdonald, a native of the Outer Hebrides and professor of pastoral
theology at the University of Glasgow, conducted a series of services
at First Church on the topic "Th e Gospel and Secular Culture."
Samuel L. Latimer, Jr., died in 1975. In 1907, when Sam was fifteen,
he h ad answered a want ad in The State for an office boy. He retired
i~1 1961 as the paper's editor. Beginning in the summer of 1975, a Korean Presbyterian congregation met every Sunday afternoon in the
chapel of First Church . On December 19, 1976, Peter Agbor Tabi of
the Presbyterian Church in the Cameroons was received into First
Church-the first black member since the Reconstruction period.
Church member John M. Warren was awarded sch olarship money
from First Presbyterian to study at the new, con servative Reformed
Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi.
During May of 1976-the United States bicentennial year-First
Presbyterian Church was one of twelve historic churches of Columbia
to be included in tours marking "Faith '76." On May 2 Dr. Daniel
H ollis, an elder at First Presbyterian Church and professor of history
at the University of South Carolina, gave an address at the church entitled "Counting our Bicentennial Blessings. "311 He said, "The Revolutionary gen eration has made its contribution. Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, and Adams are dead. It is for us the living to take increased devotion to the things they bequeathed to us. We, too, can
nobly win or meanly lose our battle with the problems we confront in
the world today. Let us d edicate ourselves to preserving and improving the 'last best hope of earth.'"
Beginning in 1977, the service of the "Kirkin' o' the Tartan" was
h eld annually, altern ating between Trinity Episcopal Church and
First Presbyterian. T h e St. Andrews Society-its members dressed in
kilts-and bagpipe bands added the right Scottish flavor to the special service. This practice, instituted in America by Dr. Peter Marshall, Scottish pastor of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Washington, D. C., symbolized the blessing, or "kirkin'," of the various tartans or families represented. A First Presbyterian Church bulletin explained that the prayers of the church were "for all the families represented in our service, not just those who descend from Scottish forebears." It noted, however, that "as a Presbyterian congregation, it is especially appropriate that tartan should be used to express
311 Dr.
Hollis was the aulhor of the two-volume University of South Camlina (Columbia, 1951, 1956).
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these prayers of petition and thanksgiving, for Presbyterianism in
America principally derives from Presbyterianism in Scotland."
The Reverend James H. Barnes, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harris Barnes
of First Presbyterian Church, was called as associate minister on J anuary 23, 1977. Born in Clarksdale, Mississippi, Jim graduated from
Mississippi State University and studied for the ministry at Reformed
Theological Seminary. He marriedJane Ellen Thompson ofJackson,
Mississippi. Jim started a "one-on-one-disc ipleship" program at First
Church , which was very effective, especially among the young adults.
Many future leaders at the church were trained through his ministry.
Jim andJane Barnes opened their home for small-group Bible studies and extended their hospitality to many individuals and church
groups. They were greatly appreciated by the people. Through their
examples and ministry, Beth and Will (Mr. and Mrs. William G.) MeMaster-and others-committ ed their lives to Christ.
On April 11, 1977, Hugh McClure was forty-six years old. Thesession met that evening, and the minutes stated that "the moderator
recognized Elder Carter Redd who came forward and presented the
moderator with a small fig newton cake." Two candles were placed
on the cake and were lighted. The session rose and sang "Happy
Birthday" to the moderator, who "was almost overcome."
The session carefully followed developments in its denomination.
On J anuary 9, 1978, the elders expressed their disapproval of the
statement on the Panama Canal made by the PCUS Council on Theology-because this, in the elders' opinion, was not "a church issue."
The session also sought to set the spiritual tone for First Presbyterian
Church. In June 1978, the elders stated that in the election of officers "special attention" should be given "to the spiritual qualifications
taught in the Scripture and in the Book of Church Order, to the quality of a person's spiritual life, and to a person's church activity."
OnJuly 1, 1978, Dr. Dendy retired and was elected associate p astor
emeritus of First Presbyterian Church. He h ad served as a Presbyterian minister for almost forty-two years, ten of which were in Columbia. On March 19, 1979, Elder Charles B. Elliott was buried in the
churchyard. He was ninety-three years old and the last of the "elders
for life"-an office which had been created after rotation b egan in
1933.912
A capital fund drive in 1978 raised $400,000 for repairs to the
church buildings and the chimes and for the installation of a new
3 12
The first elder designated "elder for life" was S. L. Latimer, Sr., in 1938. The last
was in 1957. The designation "elder emeritus" began in 1960.
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organ. The work was comple ted in the fall of 1980. From April to October 1980, the Sunday mornin g worship service was h eld at Washington Street Method ist Church at 9:30. Sunday school met at 11:00
in the educati on al buildin g, along with a second worship service in
the chapel. The first service in the refurbi shed sanctua ry was held on
Sunday, Octobe r 5, 1980. Church organis t Ronald Miller and the
organ commi ttee-in consult ation with Richard M. Peek, organis t
and music directo r of Covena nt Presbyt erian Church of Charlot te,
North Caroli na-had recomm ended the Canadi an firm of Casavan t
Freres Limitee of St. Hyacin the, Quebec . The 3,400-p ipe organ with
a solid oak console was present ed in a series of three dedicat ion concerts in Novem ber and Decem ber of 1980. The congreg ation appreciated the new organ and enjoyed special musical events. Each December the people looked forward to the annual Christm as concer t
by the Univers ity of South Carolin a choir.
Warren Martin Wardla w came as associa te ministe r in August 1979.
H e was officially receive d on Octobe r 9. Warren was born in the Midway commu nity, a few miles from Mariett a, Georgia , in 1927. He grew
up in the Midway Presbyt erian Church , where his family had worshiped since the church was organiz ed in 1850. "There is where I
learned to love Jesus Christ and know Him," h e said. H e studied at
Presbyt erian College and Columb ia Theolo gical Semina ry. For two
years h e served church es in Dothan , Alabam a, and in 1955 became
pastor of the Yeaman s Park Presbyt erian Church in Hanaha n, near
Charles ton, South Carolin a. The next year, Warren Wardla w and
Mary Louise Wood were married in Smith Memor ial Chapel of First
Presbyt erian Church in Columb ia by the assistan t ministe r, the Reverend Francis B. Mayes, Sr. Mayes had recently come to First Church
from the Park Circle Presbyt erian Church of North Charles ton,
where he had been Mary's pastor. In 1964 Mr. Wardla w was called to
the Darling ton Presbyt erian Church in Darling ton, South Carolin a.
Presbyt erian College awarde d him an honora ry doctor of divinity degree in 1976.
In 1980 John Price joined the First Church staff as youth director ,
and Dorothy (Mrs. Donald E.) Hosh aw was named church hostess .313
The session approv ed change s in the Sunday school curricu lum. For
kinderg arten through eighth grade, Gospel Light materia ls were replaced with the Christia n Reform ed Church curricu lum; classes in
the Westmi nster Catechi sm were added to this program . The High
~~~ Johnny Price remained at First Presbyter ian until 1987,
when he became youth
director for the Associate Reforme d Presbyter ian Synod.
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School Department was free to choose its own material, but one
course on Presbyterian doctrine and the Confession of Faith-developed under Dr. McClure's direction-was to be included. These
changes represented an important return to the earlier use of the
Westminster Confession and catechisms in the educational program
of the church.
The results of the 1981 pledge campaign exceeded those of 1980
by $68,866-even though the number of people making pledges was
increased by only eight. The fifty-per-cent benevolence goal, however,
had been slipping for some years; but direct contributions, it was
noted, were not included.
An evaluation committee had been appointed "to take a thorough
look into each and every aspect" of the the life of First Presbyterian
Church. In September 1981 it presented its report-a thirty-five-page
document-to a joint meeting of the session and the board of deacons. Evaluating the facilities and ministries of the church, the committee recommended a gymnasium for youth activities, more traditional music rather than "heavy classical," a better new-member orientation program, and once again set before the church the elusive
goal that benevolence giving should comprise at least fifty per cent of
the total church budget. The committee concluded its report with
the statement: "We feel that it is of the utmost importance that elders, deacons, and minjsters of First Presbyterian establish and nourish
the spiritual atmosphere of our church. We can have the most impressive physical facilities, the most talented congregation and ministers, and the most active programs; yet if the central and very clear
goal is not to glorify God, then it is all in vain."
Columbia Theological Seminary's "Commitment to Excellence"
campaign asked First Presbyterian Church to contribute at least
$81,000 over a period of three years. When some elders expressed
lack of confidence in the seminary, the session requested members of
the Benevolence and Finance committees to visit Columbia Seminary
and investigate its positions. Acknowledging the difficulty of their assignment, the group reported to the session in September. They recommended that the money given by First Presbyterian Church to the
seminary's campaign be used as "seed money" for an endowed chair
in Old or New Testament, to be filled by "an outstanding conservative
scholar-teacher." The church would then attempt to raise elsewhere
the $400,000 needed to endow the chair. The recommendation was
approved and sent to the president of Columbia Seminary, who informed the session that he could not accept their proposal restricted
as it was.
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On july 17, 1978, at a joint m eeting of the session and the board of
deacons, Dr. McClure gave a lengthy report on the rise of liberal
power in the PCUS, the drastic changes in the seminary faculties, the
move toward church union, the origin of th e Presbyterian Church in
America in 1973, and th e present situation in the PCUS in which the
"liberal establishmen t" was changing the Book of Church Order "illegally and unconstituti onally" to advance church union. "The on e
thing that now bothers me the most is that we are a dish onest denomination, " he said. "The General Assembly has violated the cons~i tution of the church . We have no secu rity. I am ashamed of my den omination- God will not bless dish on esty." Dr. McClure stated th at
"union will pass" and offered four alternatives. The church could go
into the union, join the Presbyterian Church in America, join the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church , or form a new denominatio n.
Independenc y, h e told the elders and deacons, was not an option for
a Presbyterian church.
Three years later, in an address to the Women of the Church on
March 2, 1981, Dr. McClure deplored the fact that the PCUS h ad become "a denominatio n of government, not doctrine." He predicted
that union would pass at the General Assembly of 1983 and stated
that h e would not serve as a minister in the united church. "My only
hope," he said, "is th at someh ow, someway God will intervene." He
said that in the new church, all property would b e h eld in trust for the
denominatio n. "I will not live under that kind of control," Dr. McClure said; "some may choose to do so- that's their business." Up to
now, Presbyterian philosophy of government h ad been one ''where
the p ower rose, not one where the p ower came down," McClure
·s tated. He went on to explain to th e women why he was opposed to
union. In 1967, he said, the UPCUSA "broadened its body of creeds
and loosened up the vow required of n ew clergy." Furthermore , the
Confession of 1967, h e ch arged, is not a Reformed doctrinal statement. Dr. McClure told the First Presbyterian Church women that
the new Book of Church Order "mandates everything" for church officers-age, sex, color -"except spiritual qualifications."
"I have b een very much involved in someth ing that has been extremely exciting," he went on to say. A n ew Presbyterian denomination , the Evangelical Presbyte rian Church, was coming into existence.
He was pleased that this church would probably adopt the new edition of the Westminster Confession of Faith- produced by Philip
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Rollinson, Associate Professor of English at the University of South
Carolina, Douglas Kelly, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in
Dillon, South Carolina, and Hugh McClure. 314 Dr. McClure was
scheduled to give the keynote sermon at the Constituting Convention
of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church , planned for March 24 and
25, 1981, in St. Louis. He regretted that so many churches were going
into the PCA; he wished that they h ad waited for the EPC.
Mter the union, Dr. McClure said, "The PCUS will cease to be. I'm
not abolishing it; I'm not asking to leave it; it's not going to exist.
None of you will be PCUS after union is voted." He set forth the
choices facing First Presbyterian Church: (1) To go into union with
the UPCUSA. (2) To go into the ARP Church. ("I do not find that
as a viable alternative," McClure said.) (3) To go into the PCA. ("I
did not choose to go to the PCA in 1973," McClure said; "I do not
choose to go tomorrow.") ( 4) To go into the new denomination-the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church. The last was Dr. McClure's choice
for First Presbyterian.
Three days later, on March 5, 1981 , Mary Verner (Mrs. Edward M. ,
Jr.) Schlaefer sent a le tter to the session requesting that the Women
of the Church b e permitted to call a meeting with the moderator of
the General Assembly of the PCUS to discuss problems threatening
"the peace and h armony of the church." The session denied her request.
On March 9, Dr. McClure read a "personal position paper" to the
session, repeating what he had told the women on March 2. The d ebate was so vigorous that McClure told the session, "We cannot survive su ch debate" each month. He admitted that some wante d him to
"keep quiet and n ot cause any more trouble," but h e was convinced,
h e told the session, that he must "take a stand ."
At the session meeting on June 8, 1981, Dr. McClure presented a
paper calling attention to the fact that the recent General Assembly
h ad p assed-by a vote of 295 to 63-a new position that stated that
"the property of the particular church would be h eld in trust for the
PCUS." If the property change received approval of thirty-one of the
sixty presbyteries, it would go back to the next General Assembly for
final approval. This issue, plus the likelihood of positive votes on
union in 1982 and 1983, led Dr. McClure to recommend that the
church withdraw from the PCUS, in unison with other church es, before May 1982. It is the "safe and secure decision," he told the elders.
The Westminster Confession ofFaith: A New Edition, edited by Douglas Kelly, Hugh
McClure, and Philip B. Rollinson (Greenwood, S.C.: The Attic Press, Inc., 1979).
314
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To wait until after union and use the "escape clause route" carried
"very h igh risks." Three commi ttees- th e Admini stration Commi ttee
under the ch airman ship of F. Lockeh art Mays, Jr.; the Commi ttee on
Ch urch Mfairs, chaired by John C. B. Smith; and the Ad-Inte rim
Commi ttee on Church Propert y, chaired by Raymon d McElve enwere asked to deliber ate separat ely an d j ointly and report back to the
session .
A group of church m embers oppose d to withdra wal from the PCUS
began to meet and send m aterial suppor ting their positio n to the
congreg ation . A letter datedJu ly 1, 198 1, from former p astor Sherrard Rice-n ow p astor of the First Presbyt erian Church of Baton
Rouge, Louisi ana-to "con cern ed leaders in the First Presbyt erian
Church , Columb ia, South Carolin a," urged the church to "see the
folly of anothe r secessio n." "A church as historic as First Church ,"
Rice wrote, "is so deeply involve d in the life of the denomi nation that
what happen s to her is of great con cern to a wide spectru m of Presbyterian s." Dr. Rice recogni zed the many problem s in the PCUS but
pointed to a renewa l beginn ing to take place. "I h ate to think of you r
being cut off from this new wave of growth, " he wrote. He mentio ned
Columb ia Semina ry, Thornw ell Orphan age, and the mission aries
from First Church , stating that "you will be forsakin g a great h eritage
if you cut yourselves off from these." Dr. Rice suppor ted union and
argued that people should n ot "damn a whole d enomin ation because
of the Kasem an case. ":l15 The UPCUS A reaffirm ed its b elief in the
deity of Christ in its 1981 Genera l Assembly, h e said. Conserv ative
theolog ian John Gerstne r h ad withdra wn his ch arge of apostas y and
pledged to d o all h e could to persuad e oth ers to withdra w the ch arge
and not to leave the church .316 Dr. Rice pled with First Presbyt erian
to have an open meetin g with sp eakers from each side , sugges ting].
McDowell Richard s as a represe ntative of the PCUS.
On July 13, 1981,]. Norton Dendy, former associate m inister, wrote
from Montre at, North Carolin a, express ing his "great sadness" at the
though t of First Presbyterian Church withdra wing from the PCUS. "I
think this will dig up more problem s than it will solve," h e wrote.
:II:• Mansfield M. Kaseman , a United Church of Christ minister,
was accepted by a
UPCUSA presbyter y in 1979 to serve a Maryland congrega tion belongin g to both
the
UCC a nd the UPCUSA, even though h e refused to affirm that jesus is God . In a
seco nd examinat ion he d enied the n ecessity o f believing in the bodily resurrect ion
of
Christ. H e asserted that "the God worth knowing is found more in the quest of libera tion than in the pursuit of orthodox y." T h e presbyter y again approved Kasema n.
~•r. Joh n Gerstner, who had served as professor of church history
at Pittsburg h Theo logical Seminary for many years, la ter left the Presbyter ian Church (United States
of
America) and joined the Presbyter ian Ch urch in America.

300

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

On July 18, a letter with twenty-seven signatures expressed strong
disagreement with the proposed withdrawal from the PCUS andrequested permission to invite Ben Lacy Rose, professor at Union Seminary in Virginia, to meet with the congregation in an open meeting.
A few days later Quly 24) a letter with fifty signatures of First Presbyterian members-calling themselves the "Committee of Loyal Presbyterians"-was circulated, along with the letters from Dr. Rice and Dr.
Dendy and a pastoral letter from Congaree Presbytery. A letter from
Elder Lockehart Mays, chairman of the Administration Committee,
on August 4, 1981, attempted to "clear up some of the confusion" regarding the session's proposal and reiterated that the final decision
would rest with the congregation.
On August 25, 1981, Dr. Rose spoke to a full audience in Jackson
Hall. -It would be a great pity, he said, for First Presbyterian Church
to remove itself from its history. The PCUS is not perfect, he admitted, but it is a long way from being an apostate denomination. He
suggested that Presbyterians avoid the "sin of self righteousness." Dr.
Cortez A. Cooper, Jr.-formerly pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church of Nashville, Tennessee, and now pastor of a PCA church in
that city-was invited to conduct an educational meeting, on October
1, to give a different perspective from that of Dr. Rose. Meanwhile,
the first General Assembly of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church
took place on September 23, 1981.
In attempting to withdraw unilaterally from the PCUS, McGregor
Presbyterian Church of Columbia had encountered great difficulties
resulting in a lawsuit by Congaree Presbytery, which claimed ownership of the church property. First Presbyterian Church watched these
developments with concern. In September 1981, the Ad-Interim
Committee on Church Property reported that the proposed change
concerning property in the Book of Church Order would set forth
unequivocally the denominatio1,1's control of the local church's property. South Carolina legal precedent, however, would make unilateral
withdrawal unwise , if not impossible, the committee stated. Dismissal
by the presbytery was recommended as the safer procedure; but becau~~ of the emotions stirred up by the McGregor situation, it was
generally felt that presbytery would not now dismiss First Presbyterian
Church under any circumstances.
Congaree Presbytery, at its October 6, 1981, meeting, encouraged
churches to remain in the PCUS until church union was decided. By
a sixty-three-to-seven vote, the presbytery assured churches that they
would be dismissed with their property if church union passed and a
congregation then requested dismissal with a two-thirds majority.
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The session of First Presbyt erian was careful to designa te 1982 funds
contrib uted to the presbyt ery in such a way that none of this money
could be used by the presbyt ery to pursue its lawsuit against McGreg or Presbyt erian Church . Elder Mays read to the session I Corinth ians
6:1-8, a passage in which the Apostle Paul rebukes the Corinth ians for
going to law against one anothe r-"and this in front of unbelie vers."
The Admini stration Commi ttee asked for more time to comple te
its work. A subcom mittee was formed to study three Presbyt erian denomina tions: the Associate Reform ed Presbyt erian Church , the Evangelical Presbyt erian Church , and the Presbyt erian Church in America. A report from the subcom mittee was made to the Admini stration
Commi ttee in late Novem ber 1981. The three commi ttees-A dministratio n, Church Mfairs, and Church Propert y- reporte d to the session on Decem ber 14 that "it would be ill-advised to pursue withdrawal from the PCUS at this time." I t suggest ed that "every effort be
made by the session to reverse the curren t trends in the PCUS with
which it finds itself out of accord. " This conclus ion, the report continued, "should not be constru ed to imply agreem ent with, or support for, the propos ed change s in the Book of Church Order relating
to church propert y, movem ent toward union with the UPCUSA, or
any varianc e from establis hed doctrin e as express ed in the Westmi nster Confess ion." The commit tees suggest ed that if union with the
UPCUS A occurre d, the session should "recom mend to the congreg ation that this church withdra w from the PCUS by comply ing with and
exercis ing the assuran ce of withdra wal with propert y as express ed in
the resolut ion passed by Congar ee Presbyt ery." Such a· recomm endation to the congreg ation would be accomp anied by "a thoroug h,
update d study of denomi nationa l alternat ives." The report of the
three commit tees passed by a vote of thirty to four.
A little after one o 'clock in the mornin g of March 11, 1982, a police officer making his routine rounds discove red that the First Presbyterian Church sanctua ry was on fire. The fire had already spread
to the attic above the organ pipes, and the steeple was acting as a
chimne y. The fire departm ent arrived about two minute s after the
alarm was sounde d and fought heroica lly to save the historic building. Fireme n entered the attic through an openin g that had been cut
the year before when the new organ was installe d. From that vantage
point they were able to contain the fire until it was extingu ished at
about 1:45 a.m. The fire chief indicat ed that if they had been fifteen
minute s later, it would have been impossi ble to stop the fire . As news
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of the fire spread during the morning hours, church members and
others came to see the damage. Some wept when they saw the condition of the grand old building; but one of the newest church members encouraged the others by saying, 'We'll just rebuild it." The
church had survived the 1865 fire of Columbia, a tornado in 1875,
and two fires in the steeple. It would also survive the fire of 1982.
The structure of the sanctuary was not damaged, but the room behind the choir loft was totally gutted and the pipes of the organ were
destroyed. The pulpit, pews, and furniture were not burned, although parts of the sanctuary were scorched by heat and damaged by
water.
A churchwide committee of fifteen, with Mr. Robert C. Walker as
chairman, was nominated (by the chairman of the Administration
Committee, the chairman of the board of deacons, and the minister)
on March 14, 1982. This committee would work with the Church
Property Committee of the board of deacons, headed by Mr. Henry
Nelson, and with Mr. Robert Horne, the business manager, to prepare for the restoration of the building. On March 15, Dr. McClure
set forth the situation to the church officers. He spoke of the many
changes that had taken place in the sanctuary through the years. The
earliest pictures of the interior do not show a definite Gothic style, he
said, as the exterior does. "Although we have some strange mixture
of Georgian and other architectural designs, what we had before the
recent fire was superior in appearance to anything the earliest pictures showed," he claimed. He then set forth three possibilities: (1)
remodel the sanctuary to produce a consistent Gothic design, (2) repair the sanctuary precisely the way it was before the fire, or (3) repair the sanctuary generally the way it was but with some changes and
improvements. Dr. McClure recommended the third option, mainly
because of the need to be financially cautious in the light of the coming decision on affiliation and the possibility of losing members. A
straw vote indicated that most of the officers agreed with him-thirtyfive voting for plan three, twenty-eight for plan two, and one person
voting for plan one.
Insurance covered the damage to the building; on August 18, 1982,
the church received a check from the Lumbermens Mutual for
$955,755.99. (The total amount paid by the insurance company was
$1,041,741.) Donations of over $150,000 were given by church members and others for changes and improvements. One of the first communications the church received after the fire was a letter from the
Korean Community Presbyterian Church with a check for $200. A letter and generous gift came from First (Scots) Presbyterian Church in
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Charleston. The architectural firm of Henry D. Boykin of Camden,
South Carolina, was chosen for the restoration. Known for its work
on historic buildings, the finn had restored the Holy Cross Episcopal
Church in Stateburg and the pre-Revolutionar y St. David's Episcopal
Church of Cheraw. The reconstruction of the church was done by
the Sumwalt Construction Company, whose president, Robert L.
Sumwalt,Jr., was one of the elders of First Church.
For some weeks, the two Sunday morning worship services were
held at Washington Street Methodist Church and in Smith Memorial
Chapel. On Easter Sunday-April 11 , 1982-services were held in
Jackson Hall and in the churchyard. After Easter, Sunday morning
services were held in Jackson Hall. In September the main worship
service was moved again to Washington Street Methodist Church an d
held at 9:30a.m. Sunday school met at 11:00, and a second worship
service was held in the First Presbyterian Church chapel at that time.
At the meeting of the session on April 12, 1982, Dr. McClure surprised the elders by submitting his resignation, effective June 30. T h e
pastor told the session that his decision-not an easy one-had been
reached in February. The den ominational struggle over church
union during the past several years and the division in the First
Church congregation concerning the church 's future had taken its
toll, Dr. McClure admitted. He was not angry with the congregation,
h e said, but he was "tired of chur ch politics." For the past eighteen
months especially, McClure said, his intense involvement in the
Southern Presbyterian struggle meant that he could not do justice to
his church, himself, or his family. Hugh McClure, now fifty-one years
old, had been at First Presbyterian Church for fiftee n years. He
n eeded a fresh start, he told the session . Elder John Gregg McMaster
made "a moving response to the news of the minister's resignation, in
which he commended Dr. McClure for his service to and leadership
of the congregation." The session then accepted Dr. McClure's resignation with regrets and called for a congregational meeting to con:
cur with his request. Dr. McClure was granted the month of J une as
vacation, and his services to the church ended on May 31.
More than once during these years of ecclesiastical uncertainty and
theological confusion in the Southern Presbyterian denomination,
and again in its own trial by fire in 1982, First Presbyterian Church
turned to Isaiah 43:1, 2 for support.
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But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0 J acob, and
h e that formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed
thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When
thou passetl1 through the waters, I will be with thee; and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou sh alt not be burned; neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee.
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MY EYES A N D
MY H EA R T
Th
e
first vote on unio n with the Uni ted Pres byte
rian Chu rch in
the

Uni ted Stat es of Ame rica was n ow sch edul ed
for the 1982 Gen eral
Asse mbl y, with th e seco nd vo te to b e a year
later. Firs t Pres byte rian
Chu rch pass ed a mot ion to ask Con gare e Pres
byte ry to mak e an overture to the Gen eral Asse mbly to ame nd the Boo
k of Chu rch Ord er in
su ch a way as to prot ect the own ersh ip of chu
rch prop erty by the local
cong rega tion . T h e mot ion was d efea ted at
pres byte ry, forty-thre e to
thirty-eig ht.
First Chu rch h ad b een a maj or con tribu tor
to den ominati onal
caus es. Mos t of the chur ch m emb ers pref
erre d to desi gnat e thei r
be nevo len ce gifts, so that they wou ld n ot be
subj ect to equa lizat ion,
but som e cont inue d to mar k thei r pled ges "old
way." Even at the time
the chur ch was consider ing leaving the PCU
S, the cong rega tion enthusiastically ente red a cam paig n to buil d a
new Pres byte rian retireme nt hom e in th e Colu mbi a area . The re
were n ow Pres byte rian
hom es in Sum mer ville , Clin ton, and Flor ence
. T h e Firs t Pres byte rian
Chu rch session ofte n h ad u rged that a retir
eme nt hom e b e establishe d in cent ral Sou th Caro lina. Whe n the
syno d deci d ed to act, th e
cam paig n offic e was loca ted at First Chu rch;
and th e cong rega tion exceed ed its goal of $198,000 by over $60, 000
in mon ey and prop erty .

305

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

306

Follow ing Dr. McClu re's resign ation, the session wisely felt that the
church neede d to decide its directi on before a new minist er could be
called. The Admin istratio n Comm ittee, on April 23, 1982, recom mende d to the session that First Presby terian Churc h seek dismissal
to the recent ly forme d Evange lical Presby terian Churc h. The session
was unable to reach a decisio n in its called meetin g on April 26 and
met again on May 2. Dr. McClu re presen ted a compa rative analysis of
five Presby terian denom inatio ns-PC US, PCUSA, ARPC, PCA, and
EPC. On May 5, represe ntative s of the Presby terian Churc h in America-th e Revere nd Kenne dy Smart and Mr. J ack Willia mson- made a
presen tation; and on May 6 the session met with the Revere nd Edward Davis, a repres entativ e of the Evange lical Presby terian Churc h.
Some elders wanted First Churc h to becom e indepe ndent, but it was
learne d that a PCUS church could not be dismis sed to indepe ndency.
Finally on May 10, 1982, the session met to decide wheth er the
church should withdr aw from the PCUS. Cecil D. Brearley, Jr., executive presby ter of Conga ree Presby tery, had urged the session by letter not to take "precip itous action ." But, claimi ng that "the PCUS as
a denom ination has gradua lly drifted away over the years from basic
doctrin al positio ns of our Reform ed faith," the session stated its belief that First Presby terian Churc h could "better serve Jesus Christ as
an active and vibran t body of believe rs in anothe r denom ination ."
The vote to seek dismissal from the PCUS passed, twenty -nine to
three. The session, however, change d the Admin istratio n Comm ittee's recom menda tion for affiliat ion from the EPC to the PCA and
voted, twenty-six to seven, to seek dismissal to Calvary Presbytery of
the Presby terian Churc h in Ameri ca. The Presby terian Churc h in
Ameri ca, establi shed in 1973, now had approx imatel y 90,000 members in 500 churc hes-50 in South Caroli na. In 1973, five church es
withdr ew from Conga ree Presby tery and joined the PCA; anothe r
joined in 1976. Some church es within Conga ree Presby tery had divided, with conser vative memb ers leaving to form additio nal PCA
church es. 3 17
A congre gation al meetin g to consid er tl1e session 's propos al was
called for Sunday, May 23, at 2:30 p.m. The bulleti n for the day-A sIn May 1983 a ':joining and receiving" was approve d by the Reform ed Presbya-which
terian Church, Evangelical Synod, and the Presbyte rian Church in Americ
Georgia ,
in,
Mounta
kout
Loo
of
added to the young denomi nation Covenan t College
i.
Missour
Louis,
St.
of
y
and Covenan t Theolog ical Seminar
3 17
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censio n Sund ay-in clude d a brief messa ge from the minist er:
"I ask
you to pray for God 's will to be done at First Presbyteria n Churc
h ." A
teleph one camp aign had urged m ember s loyal to the PCUS to
be at
the congr egatio nal mee ting on Sunda y afte rnoon and vote agains
t
"pulli ng out."
Since th e sanctu ary of First Churc h had been badly dama ged
by
fire, the congr egatio nal meeti ng was h e ld at First Baptis t Churc
h, the
site of the openi ng mee ting of the South Carol ina Seces sion Conve
ntion in 1861. Dr. McCl ure, still pastor until the end of the mont h,
was
mode rator. An obser ver from Cong aree Presby tery, Execu tive
Presbyter Cecil Brearley, was presen t. Active memb ers sat downs
tairs;
guests and visitor s were in the balco nies. Six elders -F. Locke
hart
Mays, G. Raym ond McElv een, Jr., Thom as E. McCu tchen , Willia
m
Rando lph Folks, Jr. , H enry D. Foster, Jr., and W. Patric k Dorn
, .Jr.were sea ted at the front of th e sanctuary to respo nd to quest
ions.
Mter th e mee ting was called to order, a motio n was made by Dr.
F. DeVere Smith that First Presb yteria n Churc h not proce ed with plans
for
withd rawal unless a two-th irds vote was receiv ed. The motio n passed
,
326 to 297.
The presen tation on behal f of the sessio n's recom mend ation
was
made by Elder John Gregg McMaster. He set forth the histor y of
the
PCUS and expla ined why the office rs recom me nded that the churc
h
j o in th e PCA. Others spoke in opposition, descri bing the move
as "illtimed and ill-advised," and criticizing the "n arrow rigidi ty" of
the
PCA. Mter discus sion, the mode rator called for the vote; and th
e motion to reque st dismissal from the PCUS to the PCA carri ed by a
vote
of 372 to 307. Since the m o tion did not receive the neces sary
twothirds majority, it was d eclare d lost. Nothi ng had b een settled ;
there
was co nsider able dissat isfac tion on both sides of the issue. Even
the
motio n to adjou rn bare ly p assed- 327 to 294!
There were a numb er of reason s why the move to j oin the Presby
te rian Churc h in Amer ica failed . Some memb ers were conte nt
to see
First Presbyterian Churc h b ecome part of the n ew united churc
h.
Since churc h union had not yet passed the two gener al assem
blies,
som e-still not believing that it would -pref erred to remai n in
th e
PCUS . O thers favore d withd rawal but did not want to go into
the
PCA- citing difficulties with an "ultra-conse r vative group " with in
th e
PCA. Some expressed conce rn tha t an overtu re to the 1980
PCA
Gener al Assem bly had recom mend ed the p ositio n of total
abstin en ce. The overtu re was answe red in the negative; but it de
monstrate d, they said, that "there is som ething less than perfec t h armon
y
in the PCA." It was rumo red (falsely) that some PCA sessio ns
pro-
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hibited women meeting together "unless the pastor and an elder are
present." Some pointed out that two prominent PCA ministers in
South Carolina were graduates of the fundamental ist Bob Jones University. A few m embers were con cerned about other issues-for example, the possibility that the Presbyterian Home in Columbia would
no longer admit members of First Presbyterian if the church left the
denominatio n.
Dr. McClure·preached his last sermon on May 30, 1982, the Sunday
following the congregation al vote. Despite his constant concern with
the theological move toward liberalism in the PCUS, and his time and
energy invested in finding ways to bolster the conservative cause in
the denominatio n, Dr. McClure saw good response to his ministry in
Columbia. The congregation grew from 1,145 to 1,730 members;
and the church 's annual budget increased from $ 180,000 to more
than $600,000, with total giving exceeding $800,000.
On June 6, 1982, the congregation accepted Dr. McClure 's resignation . Elder Walker Clarke read a statement expressing "approbation and esteem for the work and ministry of Dr. McClure." His remarks "were warmly applauded by a standing congregation ." Dr. McClure h ad served the church for fifteen years-a time of "remarkable
growth and spiritual revival," according to a resolution from the
Women of the Church. It stated that his ministry at First Presbyterian
h ad b een characterize d "by strength, honesty, sincerity, and courage,"
and added, "h e has taught and inspired us, ch allen ged and e ncouraged us, grieved and rejoiced with us, and prayed with and for us." A
farewell dinner for Dr. and Mrs. McClure was held on Wednesday,
September 1. T h e McClures continue d to live in the manse until the
summer of 1983.3 18
The session asked Associate Minister Warren Wardlaw to assume
the pastoral leadership until a n ew minister was called. His sermon
the n ext Sunday was entitled "I Believe in the Church ," from the text
of Matthew 16:18-"0n this rock I will build my church and the gates
of h ell shall not prevail against it." Dr. Wardlaw told the congregation
that h e wanted to affirm that h e believed in the church for three reasons: it is the church of J esus Christ; it is indestructibl e; and it is vicDr. McClure had several inte rim pastorates in Soulh Carolina and Pe nnsylvania
from 1982 to 1986. In 1987 h e became pastor of th e First Presbyterian Church of
Beaver, Pennsylvania.
31
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torious and triumph ant. "But what does that mean for you and me in
our relation ship to First Presbyterian Church ?" he asked. Dr. Wardlaw answere d:
I b elieve we are the church of J esus Christ in this commu nity. We've been called into this fellowship to worship and
serve our Lord and Saviour . Certain ly there have been
things happen ing in First Presbyt erian Church which do
give us concern . We've had some adversitie s this year: the
fire in our sanctua ry, althoug h it has caused us to be a little
disorga nized, has not destroyed our church. I remem ber
what one elder rem arked after our sanctua ry was burned .
Someo n e asked h ow the church was and he replied , "The
church is fin e, but our sanctua ry h as b een damage d by fire."
That is the true na ture of the church of J esus Christ. Certainly we have had other adversities. Our ministe r has resign ed . Dr. McClur e h as served well in First Presbyt erian
Church and we are thankfu l for his service .... We have had
divisions within our congreg ation over issues within our
denomi nation . I don 't know what th e future will hold for
us.... But there is a n eed fo r us to become the church tha t
Jesus Christ would want us to be in this commu nity.
Dr. Wardlaw served as in terim pastor for the next fiftee n months .
In a paper entitled "Through Times of Change ," Wardla w describ ed
th e tumultu ous events of this crucial period in the history of First
Presbyterian Church. He wrote, "My desire through out was to keep
th e unity of the Church insofar as possible , and to discour age any
m~jor deterio ration of membe rship." Dr. Wardla w's efforts
were
widely appreci ated. Dr. Sherrar d Rice wrote to Mrs. Edward Schlaefer on Octobe r 24, 1982, that he was distressed about the church but
that "report s indica te that Warren Wardla w is doing a splendi d job
and is trying to put the pieces back togethe r." The former pastor
added, "My prayer is that God will lead th e church into a new unity
and a fi·esh vision of its work and that all our labors will not have been
in vain."
The Revere nd J ames H. Barnes, associat e ministe r for youth and
young adults, shared in som e of the preachi ng during the interim period. Neither he n or Dr. Wardlaw was eligible (accord ing to the Book
of Church Order) to b ecom e the senio r pastor in a church th ey had
served as associates.
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The General Assemblies of the PCUS and PCUSA approved the
Plan of Union in June 1982 and asked their presbyteries to vote in
February 1983. The General Assembly of the Southern church, meeting in Columbus, Georgia, voted 344 to 30 for union and 308 to 67
on the property issue-stating that the local congregation holds legal
title to the property but that it is "held in trust nevertheless for the
use and benefit of the PCUS." In 1968, courts in the state of Georgia
h ad rejected the "doctrine of implied trust" an d declared the majority of a Savannah congregation the owners of its property. In 1975,
however, the Supreme Court of South Carolina upheld the "doctrine
of implied trust" in the case of First Presbyterian Church of Rock Hill
and gave the property to the "loyal minority." In preparation for
merger, th e UPCUSA and the PCUS planned to make the "doctrine
of implied trust" clearly explicit by writing it into the denomination's
constitution.
The Plan for Reunion, the proposed Book of Church Order, and
the Book of Confessions were distributed to the churches for study.
In 1967 the UPCUSA had replaced subscription by its clergy to the
Westminster Standards with a promise to be "instructed" and "continually guided" by a book consisting of nine creeds and confessions.
The session of First Presbyterian Church was especially disturbed by
"The Confession of 1967," because of its weak view of Scripture and
its reorientation of theology toward social action.
The session requested Dr. Wardlaw and Mr. Barnes to preach a series of sermons about the theological issues confronting the church.
On October 11, 1982, Elder W. Patrick Dorn reported on the meeting of the Synod of the Soutl1east, September 21 and 22, in Augusta,
Georgia. H e concluded by stating that "the tone of the synod was political in nature. Our church is emphasizing extremely difficult and
controversial national and international problems rather than the
issue of winning souls for J esus Christ."
The remainder of 1982 was a time of uncertainty for First Presbyterian. Several members left because they did not want to go through
the controversy which was still ahead. The main worship service was
being held at 9:30a.m. at Washington Street Methodist Church, and
there were fewer visitors. At the end of the year, membership statistics showed a gain of 56 members and a loss of 110 (22 by death).
Pledges for 1982 were not fully paid, which necessitated cutting programs and expenses. The every-member canvass, in the fall of 1982
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for 1983, resul ted in pledg es of $492,000, whic h was
$52,0 00 less than
the previ ous year.
Cong aree Presb ytery met on Febr uary 1, 1983, and
voted again st
the Plan of Unio n by a vote of fifty-six to forty. Five of
the seven presbyter ies in Sout h Caro lina also voted again st unio n;
but fifty-three of
the deno mina tion' s sixty-one presb yteri es appr oved
-wel l over the
nece ssary three fourt hs.
On Marc h 6, 1983, the first servi ce in the resto red
sanc tuary was
held -one year after the fire. Flowers were given
by Wash ingto n
Stree t Meth odist Chur ch, whic h had so graci ously acco
mmo dated its
Presb yteri an neig hbor s durin g the past year. With
thank sgiving and
joy the cong regation re-en tered their hous e of wors
hip. The ceiling
in the orga n cham ber had been raise d, and a mem orial
rose wind ow
abov e the pulp it gree ted the delig hted cong regat ion.
The wind ow
was "ded icate d to the glory of God and to devo ted
pare nts Jose ph
Walk er and Clau dia Sadl er Walk er by a grate ful son
and his family."
A triple Goth ic arch ador ned the front of the chur ch,
and arche s had
b een adde d over exist ing door s. A new marb le-fac
ed pulp it with a
brass cross stood in its accu stom ed place . The chan
delie rs were replace d, and the entir e ceilin g of the sanc tuary had
been repla stered .:u!t The ribs in the ceilin g were acce nted with
a cont rasti ng
color. The pews were refin ished and divid ed into
new secti ons in
orde r to fi t the arran gem ent of a cente r aisle -rest orin
g the origi n al
conf igura tion of aisles and pews. New carpe ting was
place d throu ghout the sanc tuar y and a mod ern soun d system insta
lled.
The litany of rede dicat ion bega n with word s read by
Dr. Wardlaw:
Dear ly belov ed: Fora smuc h as it pleas ed Almi ghty
God to
put it into the h earts of his serva nts in days past to build
this
hous e for his wors hip, and foras much , in His prov
idenc e,
the struc ture of this build ing was spare d from d estru
ction by
fire, and foras much as we have been privil eged to
resto re
this hous e as a place of wors hip, let u s n ow fulfill the
godly
purp ose for whic h we are assem bled of dedic ating it
to the
ho nor of God' s most holy name . To the glory of God
the Father, who has calle d us by his grace ; To the h onor of
his Son,
"'" The most difficu lt part of th e restor ation was th e
plaste r wot·k. An expe t·t from
Memp his, Tenne ssee, was hired to assess the damag e
and plan the restor ation. Almos t
all of the ceilin g had to co me down becau se the heat
had chang ed the chemi cal nature of the plaster.
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who loved us and gave himself for us; To the praise of the
Holy Spirit, who illumine s and sanctifies us.

The offet:tory anthem was "How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place." Dr.
Wardlaw preached from I Kings 9:1-9 on "Setting Our Objectives, "
and the recession al hymn was "Now Thank We All Our God." Dr.
Wardlaw 's text included the words "And the Lord said unto
[Solomo n], I have heard thy prayer and thy supplica tion, that thou
h ast made before me: I have hallowed this house, which thou h ast
built, to put my name there forever; and mine eyes and mine heart
shall be there perpetua lly."
The people of First Presbyte rian Church could rebuild the building, but only God could hallow it-iden tifying Himself with it by
putting His n ame there. And His heart was there, because He loved
the old church. But His eyes were also there, because He observed
its walk. If the church walks before God "in integrity of heart and uprightness ," keeping His "statutes and judgmen ts," God will establish
it. But if the church "sh all at all turn from followin g me, ye or your
children ," God says, then "this house which I have h allowed for my
n ame, will I cast out of my sight." And it will become "a proverb and
a byword among all people." First Presbyte rian Church of Columbi a,
South Carolina , had a beautiful ly renovate d sanctuary . But for God's
n ame to be there, the church must live before Him and "the watching world" in integrity and uprightn ess.
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STEADFAST
CO MM IT ME NT

Thespecial committee of thirteen e lders (the Administration

Comm ittee and the Churc h Affairs Comm ittee) appoi nted to advise
the sessio n of First Presby terian Churc h decid ed that to preser ve
the
unity of the congr egatio n, First Churc h shoul d not remai n in
the
PCUS -and thus go into th e unio n-bu t shoul d seek memb ership
in
the Assoc iate Refor med Presby terian Churc h. A paper outlin ing
th e
sp ecial comm ittee 's r ecom mend ations, "Repo rt of the Admi nistra
tion
and Churc h Affairs Comm ittees Summ arizin g Recom mend ations
Regardin g Deno mina tional Affili ation, " was prepa red by Elder W.
Randolph Folks for presen ta tion to a calle d mee ting of the sessio
n on
March 7, 1983. The repor t conta ined a discu ssion about the Confe
ssion of 1967 -its "low view of the autho rity and inspir ation of
Scripture," its minim izing evang elism and discip leship as the work of
the
churc h in favor of "social and politic al ac tion ," and its advocacy o
f un iversalism. The repor t reviewed som e of the recen t p olitica l activit
ies
of the UPCU SA and deplo red the fact that the new union denom
ination would practi ce "direc t or indire ct collab oratio n with left-wi ng
political grou ps and involv emen t in radica l causes." The gover nmen
t of
the united d en omina tion will be "a top-do wn form of gover nmen
t,"
with ultima te contro l of churc h prope rty residi ng in the presby teries,
the repor t contin ued. It recog nized the drasti c reduc tion of missio
naries in the UPCUSA and its sizable me mbers hip losses.
315
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The special committee's report stated that the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church provided "the d esirable and acceptable alternative to the union denomination." It compared the ARPC and the
"union denomination" positions on doctrine-confes sional statements, view of Scripture, purpose of the church, and salvation-and
church government. "It is expected," the report stated, "that [in the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church] the tradition of local
church responsibility and limitation of the powers of higher courts
will continue." It concluded:

\

Union is upon us, and with it the death of the d enomination
which means so much to many of us. In making this recommendation, we find no cause for rejoicing in the death of
the Presbyterian Church in the United States. We do not believe, however, that God's will for us is to affiliate with a denomination whose very constitutional documents cast doubt
on the believability o{His word and the necessity for proclaiming it in the world. Rather, we believe that God's will is
for u s to b ecome a part of a denomination which for two
centuries has re tained steadfast commitment to the princi-·
p ies of Reformed belief and Presbyterian government.
Thirty-one active, and sixteen inactive, elders and a majority of the
board of deacons were present at the session meeting to hear thereport of the special committee. (Five active elders were absent.) Elder
E. Chandler McNair made the motion on behalf of the special committee: ''The session recommends that the congregation request Congaree Presbytery to dismiss the First Presbyterian Church with its
property, from the Presbyterian Church in the United States to the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, Catawba Presbytery, and to
implement necessary proceedings with the two presbyteries and c-ongregation to make the change." The Reverend Ronald Beard, principal clerk of the General Synod of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church and minister of the Sherwood Forest (ARP) Church, had
been invited by the committee and was present to answer questions.
Mter a discussion, the motion was passed by a vote of twenty-nine to
two. Clerk of the session John Herin submitted his resignation because of his objection to the vote, and Roy A. Little, Jr., was elected
clerk. Later the deacons added their endorsement of the session action by a vote of twenty-three to two.
Some church members who favored withdrawal p referred the EPC
or the PCA. Associate Pastor Barnes said that the ARPs "are very hard
to describe." "Apparently they have a little of everything but nothing
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in a proportion to be consumed by it," he stated. The denomination
is not liberal, but neither is it evangelical; it is "simply conservative."
Mr. Barnes, who preferred the PCA, saw joining the ARP Church as a
"lateral" move rather than a "progressive" one. Many, however,
praised the n ew direction. Elder H enry D. Foster earlier had favored
the PCA but now supported the move to the ARPC. The doctrinal
statements of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church "appear
to be Biblical," he said, and "I feel that this is an action that might
move the body of this congregation away from making a tragic
error-that of union."
The committee's report was mailed on March 8-the day after the
session meeting-to the congregation, with an explanation of the session's action to recommend that the congregation seek dism issal
from the PCUS to the ARPC. The Administration Committee presented the session's position to various groups within the church. Another letter, of March 15, from the clerk of session and the chairman
of the Administration Committee, noted that congregational response to the session 's recommendation of March 7 was "almost uniformly positive" and stated that "one reason may be that many of you
are already familiar with the ARP Church."
Response was not as one-sided as the session's le tter implied, however; another letter signed by fifty m embers (including seven elders
and five deacons) who opposed the session's decision was mailed on
March 24 to "Fellow Members of First Presbyterian Church." It urged
the church to maintain unity with the reunited denomination-w aiting and using Article Thirteen of the Plan of Reunion for later dismissal if necessary. It also defended the Confession of 1967 as orthodox. Another letter, from the clerk of session and chairman of the
Administration Committee (March 25), attempted to clear up rumors and answer questions. The letter urged quick action and defended the decision to go into the ARPC rather than the PCA, putting
forth the argument that the unity of the church would he better preserved by this approach than any other. Attached was a comparison
of the positions of the new union denomination and the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church on major points of doctrine and polity.
A letter was sent to the congregation on April 1 by Dr. Neill W.
Macaulay, elder emeritus and an influential leader in the church for
many years. Dr. Macaulay had opposed the attempted move the year
before to the PCA but endorsed the plan to join the ARP Church.
Other letters, disagreeing strongly with the UPCUSA's political-social
involvement and agenda, were mailed.
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A paper entitled "Questions and Answers about the Union and
ARP Churches" set forth the session's position. One question presented was: 'Will we be changing denominations ifwe go to the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church?" Answer: "Yes. Keep in mind,
however, that we will be changing denominations regardless of what
we do. If we go to union, that is a new, greatly changed denomination." Another question: "Who will own the church property?" Answer: "We, the local congregation will, if we go to the ARPC. If, however, we go to union then our church property will be held in trust for
the new union denomination."
A meeting of the congregation to consider the proposal was called
for Apri110, 1983, at 2:30p.m. The session made it clear that all sides
would be heard; any group in the church could invite anyone it chose
to speak to the congregation about the issue. The congregational
meeting was called to order by Elder Roy A. Little, Jr., and Dr. Wardlaw was elected moderator. Mr. George Ropp, observer from Congaree Presbytery, was present. The motion to join the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church was placed before the congregation by
Elder E. Chandler McNair. Nine members spoke in favor of the motion and eight against it. The vote was taken by secret ballot as required by presbytery. The moderator, after appealing for restraint
and unity of the church, announced that the motion had carried by
a vote of 663 to 157-a margin of over eighty per cent. Oust under
half of First Presbyterian's total membership voted.) The session met
the next day (April 11) to express its "highest regard and respect for
the very sincere convictions of those who were opposed to its recommendation" and its hope that "none will leave us because of this
change in our denominational affiliation." The next Sunday Dr.
Wardlaw preached on "The Challenge of First Presbyterian Church."
A called meeting of Congaree Presbytery was held in the sanctuary
of First Church on April 26, 1983, to act upon the requests of seven
churches for dismissal: First Presbyterian and Arsenal Hill churches
of Columbia and Johnston Presbyterian Church in Edgefield County
to the Associate Reformed Presbyterian denomination; and St.
Matthews, Edgefield, Longtown, and Rose Hill to the Presbyterian
Church in America. Mr. John Doudoulgian, elder of First Church,
was the moderator. The motion was made to dismiss the seven
churches according to their requests, and it passed without debate.
The occasion was solemn and sad. Presbytery thanked the withdrawing churches and ministers for their past contributions and wished
them well. Dr. Wardlaw requested Congaree Presbytery to dismiss
him to the Catawba Presbytery of the Associate Reformed Presbyte-
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rian Chu rch, a nd his requ est was gran ted. Mr.
Ba rnes, who h ad preferr ed that Firs t Chu rch join the PCA, chos e
to rem ain tem pora rily in
Con gare e Presbyte ry. H e was gran ted p erm
issio n by the pres byte ry
to lab or outs ide its bou nds at Firs t Presbyte rian
.
Firs t Pres byte rian Chu rch left its form er deno
min atio n with grac e
and courtesy. Dr. War dlaw told the pres byte
ry that it was welc ome to
keep its head qua rters at Firs t Chu rch as long
as it need ed to do so.
The sess ion acce pted a goal of $200 ,000 for
the Pres byte rian H om e
in Colu mbi a, to be paid over a thre e-ye ar peri 32
od. u
On May 3, 1983, th e Com mission on the Min
ister and His Work of
the Asso ciate Refo rme d Pres byte rian Chu rch
met with the elde rs of
Firs t Chu rch and vote d to reco mm end to Cata
wba Presbyte ry that the
chur ch be rece ived. A calle d mee ting of Cata
wba Presbyte ry was held
May 17, 1983 , a t the Uni on ARP Chu rch at Rich
burg, Sou th Caro lina .
Elde r Tho mas E. McC utch e n, Jr. , who had
give n a mov ing spee ch
duri ng the cong rega tion al mee ting in favor
of with draw ing from the
PCU S and join ing the ARP C, was sele cted by
the sess ion to mak e the
requ est for the rece ptio n of Firs t Pres byte rian
Chu rch. The cong regati on was rece ived by a una nim ous vote , and
Dr. War dlaw was approved and rece ived follo wing his exam ination.
Mr. Barn es was give n
perm issio n by th e sess ion, and the appr oval
of Cata wba Presbytery, to
cont inue his min isterial rela tio n with th e chu
rch with ou tjoin ing th e
ARP deno min atio n , fo r one year. Mr. Barn
es rem aine d at Firs t Presbyte rian unti l May 1984, whe n h e was calle
d to Firs t Pres byte rian
Chu rch (PCA) of Kosciusko, Miss issip pi.
The Asso ciate Refo rm ed Pres byte rian deno min
atio n held a special
serv ice of rece ptio n and cons ecra tio n for
thei r two new Colu mbi a
chu rche s-F irst Pres byte rian and Arse nal Hill.
The serv ice was held
at seve n o' clock in the even ing on jun e 26,
1983 , in th e Firs t Chu rch
san ctua ry. The Rev eren d Rob ert] . Rob inso
n, past or of the Firs t ARP
Chu rch of Roc k Hill , prea ched on "A Chu rch
for All Seas ons, " and
the choi rs of th e ARP ch u rch es in Colu mbi a
join ed toge ther for special music. The Lord 's Sup per was adm inis
tere d by the Rev eren d
Rob ert E. H errm ann and Dr. War ren Wardlaw
, assisted by the elde rs
of Arse nal Hill and Firs t Chu rch.
Firs t Pres byte rian , with abou t 1,700 m emb ers,
beca me the larg est
Associate Refo rme d Presbyte rian cong rega tion
in the Uni ted States.
"~ 11 In Octo ber 1984 a plaqu e was
prese nted to First Presb yteria n Chur ch by
the
Presb yteria n Hom e of South Caro lina, expre
ssing its appre cia tion fo r the churc h 's
long interest in th e h ome.
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With several institut ions and many congreg ations in South Carolin a,
the ARPC was a Presbyt erian denomi nation with a long, honore d history in the state. The church had approxi mately 28,300 membe rs, organized in 158 churche s. There were seven presbyt eries, and the
highest court of the church was its Genera l Synod. The denomi nation operate d Erskine College and Erskin e TheoJogical Semina ry in
Due West, South Carolin a, and a retreat center, Boncla rken, in Flat
Rock, North Carolin a. The ARP Church suppor ted thirty-o ne missionarie s in Pakistan and Mexico . The denom ina tional office was located in Greenv ille, South Carolin a. First Presbyt erian, Arsenal Hill,
and Centen nial, the downto wn-Col umbia Presbyt erian church es,
were now all three membe rs of the Associate Reform ed Presbyt erian
Church .
Eighty- three membe rs of First Presbyt erian transfe rred to oth er
church es (mainly Eastmin ster and Shando n) within a period of three
months after the congreg ational vote on April 10-mo st of them before the recepti on of First Church by the ARP denomi nation on May
17. Three active membe rs and one inactive membe r of th e session resigned. Oil May 9, 1983, the session passed a resoluti on in special
recogni tion of the membe rs who left During the next year a few
more membe rs left because of the denomi nationa l change ; but members of other Columb ia church es-Pres byteria ns from Shando n and
Eastminster churche s, membe rs from oth er Presbyt erian denomi nations, and non-Presbyteri ans-joi ned First Presbyt erian Church . For
the year 1983 there were 154 membe rs gained and 154 lost (not
countin g 103 names that h ad been placed on the inactive roll before
the membe rship totals were submitt ed to Catawb a Presbyt~ry). Mter
these changes , m embers hip on May 31, 1983, stood at 1,520. By the
end of the year it had risen to 1,580. Eleven new membe rs joining the
church in 1983 had been elders in their previou s churche s. If First
Presbyt erian had remain ed in the Southe rn Presbyt erian Church and
gone into the union, it certainl y would have lost many more members-e specially younge r couples with childre n. The decisio n to join
the ARP denomi nation undoub tedly preserv ed more of the membe rship than would have been th e case if First Presbyt erian h ad become
PCA or EPC. A numbe r of membe rs who h ad oppose d the PCA move
in 1982 suppor ted the effort to join the Associa te Reform ed Presbyterian Church in 1983.
The session decided to keep the name First Presbyterian Church, with
the additio n Associate Reformed Synod. The church was the first Presbyteria n congreg ation in Columb ia and for years the only one. The
state of South Carolin a had issued a charter to the church bearing the
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n ame Fi·rst Presbyterian Chu-rch in the town of Columbia. For this reason,
the session believed that it was not n ecessary for the church to ch ange
its n ame.
First Presbyteri an Church h ad demonstra ted its "steadfast commitm ent" to Presbyterian polity and Reformed theology by its words and
deeds. With the identi ty of the church and its mission clarified, its
people were ready to face the future with confid en ce and joy. In a historical report of the even ts between June 8, I 98I, when Dr. McClure
recommen ded withdrawa l from the PCUS, and Septembe r I , I983,
wh en th e Reverend Glen Kn echt began his ministry, Elder Thomas
McCutche n, chairm an of th e Committe e on Church Affairs for I 983,
stated that th e discussions of those crucial months were "frank,
wholesom e, and pen etrating," and that "out of it all came calmness,
unification , good fe elings, ren ewed vigor, expectatio n and relief."

Members of the Communicants Class of 1969 were, front mw, left to right, Chuck Salley, Mary Wells Walker,
Dorothy Townsend, Carolyn Reynolds, Lucy Graybill, Claire McCants, Ellen Schlaefer, Elizabeth Mays. Second row:
Susan Godfrey, Mary Vance Thompson, Elizabeth Lipscomb, Lila Wyman, Marion Cooper, Mary Benson. Bach
Row: Robert Smnwalt III, Debbie Hoshaw, Jimmy Hopkins, Patten Watson, Clark Borgstedt, "Dunk " Grosbal.

Dr. and Mrs. Fred Parker are shown
above at their Retirement Dinner in
1971. Dr. Parker was Minister of
Music and organist for forty-five
years. Mrs. Parker was choir director for sixteen yeru·s.
Membe rs of the Communicants
Class of 1972, left were, front row,
left to right: Jo e Miller, Libby Lee
Gantt, Susan J ennings, AUston
Chapman, Tracy Nelson, Adair
Floyd. Second row: Chl'is Hammett,
Louis Birch, Roy Little III, Elizabeth
McClure, Georgia Strickland. Top
row: John Doudoulyian, Jr., Joe
McMaster, Sam Hcl'l'in, Boyd Jones.

The sanctuary of the First Presbyterian Church was scarred by a blaze early Thursday morning.

Church Damaged By Fire
By LIBBY BERNARDIN
St:.tf" Sl•fl Writrr

First Presbyterian Church, which survived the burning
of Columbia during the Civil War, was damaged Thursday
by fire.
The blaze destroyed the church's $200,000 pipe organ.
Chief Harvey W. Evans of the Columbia Fire Department said the cause of the blaze, which was reported shorlly
after I a.m., is "still under investigation." When asked if
arson is suspected, Evans responded, "Let's say at this
point, we have an open mind as to the cause."
Evans estimated the damage at $400,000-$450,000,
including the $200,000 Casavant organ, which church officials said would cost about $300,000 to replace. The organ
was buill by Casavant Freres at St. Hyacinthe, Quebec, and
was installed during renovations at the Marion Street
church nearly two years ago.
Assistant Fire Chief R.J. Boykin said officials probably
would not determine the cause of the blaze, which started
in the choir room, until today.
"The fire was primarily in the organ, choir and pulpit
area," said the Rev. Dr. Hugh W. McClure Ill, pastor of
the church. "The rest of the sanctuary is scarred, but there
is no st\uctural damage."
McC'lme estirnat!XI it would cost "from one-half million
to three-fourths million" dollars to restore the century-old
which was buill in the I
and
in 1925.

The fire was reported at I :OH a.m. by a city police
officer who said he was on patrol when he saw flames
coming from the church.
A congregation member told McClure he saw nothing
when he left the church at 8:25 p.m. Wednesday, but fire
department investigator L.L. Morse estimated that the fire
had smoldered for at least six hours before breaking into
flames.
The fire 1=hief said firefighters arrived at the church
at 1:10 a.m. and had the blaze under control by 1:45. "By
' under control ,' I mean the fire was out," Evans added.
Firefighter .Jerry E. Tankersley was overcome by
smoke, fatigue and the intense heal of the fire and became
"semi-conscious" for a few minutes, according to Assistant
Chief Claude C. Stewart. Tankersley, 25, was treated at the
scene and given oxygen at Baptist Medical Center, then
released .
,.
· Though shaken by 1he news of the fire, McClure was
optimistic that the church, which was fully insured, would
be restored as soon as possible.
McClure said worship services will be held at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday at Washington Street United Methodist Church. At
II a.m., a service will be held in First Presbyterian's Smith
Memorial Chapel next door to the church.
"We don't know about Easter," he said. "We just might
(See FIREFIGHTER ,

~-A,

Col. I)

Mter the devastating fire in 1982, damage to the newly installed Casavant organ and the sanctuary was so
great that renovations, including a new organ, totaled over $1 million. Funds from the insurance settlement
and gifts from members covered the costs.

Renovations to the sanctuary were completed in 1983. The rose window over the organ, enlarged Gothic arch,
chandeliers, marble-faced pulpit, and center aisle were added.

The church's appearance changed after the 1925 renovations when two of the front doors were eliminated and
doors were added to the north and south sides. The narthex was raised, and higher steps were built.

Individual communion service was adopted in 1915 when the four communion goblets were replaced with individual glasses. The service u sed today is shown above. Many of the sets were given as memodals to me mbers.

,.

Laurel Crest, First Presbyterian Church's retirem ent center ovedooldng the Congaree River in West Columbia,
>pened in August 1994. It offers ap artments, cottages, and on-site nursing care.

The First Presbyterian Church steeple has long been a landmark in the town. It appeared in engrayjngs of Coltun
bia's skyline as early as 1856.

rhe high marble pulpit that domina ted the new sanctua ry in 1853
was import ed from Italy. It was the gift of Elder
lobert Latta and now stands in Smith Memor ial Chapel.

Many First Presbyterian Church pastors and South Carolina statesmen are buried in the churchyard adjoining the
sanctuary. The earliest s urviving marker is dated 1804.

Among the early graves in the churchyard are those of David E. Dunlap, first pastor of the church, who died th•r
same day as his wife in1804;Jonatha n Maxcy, fh·st president of South Carolina College; Ann Pamela Cuningham
leader in preserving Mount Vernon; Henry W. DeSaussure, Superintendent of the U.S. Mint appointed by Pres
ident George Washington; Franldin H. Elmore, who succeeded john C. Calhoun as U.S. Senator; and the parenu
of President Woodrow Wilson.

I

'his brick walltway was once the carria ge road throug
h the old cemetery.

Glen C. Knecht

Mark E. Ross

Lance E. Hudgens
Dr. Glen C. Rnecht celebrated his lOth anniversary as senior pastor at First Presbyterian Church, and forty yea!)

in the ministry, in 1994. Dr. Mad{ E. Ross, Minister of Pastoral Teaching, crune to the church in 1984. The Re';
erend Lance E. Hudgens, Minister of Christian Education, joined the staff in 1986, and the Reverend John H

Hopkins becrune Minister of Pastoral Care in 1992.
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First Presbyt erian Church was proud of its grand old sanctu arynow wonder fully restore d after the fire. The elders, deacon s, busines s
manage r, and others involve d in plannin g for the rebuild ing of First
Church decided to preserv e much of what was there before, restore
some things to what they had been in the past, and add new touches
as well. The result was an improv ed and beautif ul place of worship .
With a renovat ed buildin g preserv ing the best of the old, First Church
now faced the task-al ready well begun -of getting its spiritua l house
in order so that it could look ahead to new days with fresh opportu nities and differen t challen ges. The congreg ation grateful ly realized
that much of the credit under God for the success ful negotia tion of
the last s~veral years was due to Dr. Wardlaw. On August 8, 1983, the
session "extend ed their thanks and praise" to him "for the leaders hip
he [had] given First Church in their trying times."
Followi ng the recepti on of First Presbyt erian Church by the Associate Reform ed Presbyt erian denomi nation, the pulpit search committee procee ded to find a senior ministe r. In a report to a called
meetin g of the session on July 5, 1983, the commit tee, under the
chairm anship of Elder J. Walizer Clarke, nomina ted the Reveren d
Glen Charles Knecht , pastor of the Wallace Memor ial Presbyt erian
333
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Church in Hyattsville, Maryland. The committee reported that it had
first received Mr. Knecht's name on August 31, 1982, and that since
that time his name had come to them a number of times through several different sources. "He is forceful, loving and very Presbyterian,"
the committee stated. "He speaks with polish and dignity from Scripture," heartily subscribes to the Westminster Standards, and appreciates the great Reformed theologians, such as Augustine, Calvin,
Thornwell, and Dabney. Glen Knecht's lovely wife, Betty Jane, will be
"a shining example for our congregation," the report continued, and
she will be "a supportive Christian wife and mother to her family."
The Knechts, the committee added, have six children: Thomas
Robert Knecht, Elizabeth Anne Knecht Myers, Wendy Jane Knecht
Higgins, Janet Lynn Knecht, Glen Charles Knecht, Jr., and Amy Carol
Knecht-"all committed Christians." The search committee concluded its report by listing the needs that it believed Glen Knecht
could meet-"he can tend our flock, feed our spiritual hungers, supply our saints, and equip us with the preached, taught, and lived
word." Furthermore, it added, he "can help our whole community."
The session enthusiastically approved the call.
On July 10, 1983, the congregation extended a unanimous call to
Mr. Knecht. On July 19 he was examined and received by Catawba
Presbytery, meeting at the Bethel ARP Church in Winnsboro. He
began his ministry at the church on September 1, 1983.
Glen Knecht was born March 19, 1930, in Ogdensburg, New York,
a town on the St. Lawrence River. His grandparents had come to the
United States from Europe-his father's family from Switzerland and
his mother's from Germany. Glen's grandfather had operated a silk
mill, but the business was lost in the Depression, and the family endured hard times. Glen's father, who had spent part of his boyhood
in Switzerland, and his mother were godly parents to Glen and his sister and two brothers. They were members of the Apostolic Christian
Church, a group born out of the nineteenth-century revival that enriched and enlarged Protestantism in France and Switzerland. When
Glen was sixteen years old, at a summer youth camp in Bloomington,
Illinois, he sensed God's grace and call and responded with faith and
repentance. Two evening messages, one on Ezekiel 4 7 and the other
about the martyrs of the early church, were used by God to speak to
his heart; he walked in the woods crying out to the Lord for peace
and forgiveness. "My own rebellion against the Lord was ended," he
later said, "and I was brought by His grace into a sweet fellowship with
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Him." Before that day, he had lacked "life purpose and goals," but
now he desired "to glorify Jesus Christ." How happy he was and how
excited to be part of "a world-wide movemen t" as a follower of Jesus
Christ!
By this time Glen had graduated from high school in Syracuse, New
York, and was on his way to Maryville College in Tennessee . The
school had been recommen ded to him by a Presbyteri an minister in
New York who had befriende d the young boy and urged him to study
for the ministry. Glen arrived at Maryville having surrender ed to the
Lord a few days before. His goal was to be an English teacher. At
Maryville, he joined a small group of students who met regularly to
study the Bible and pray. Glen soon became one of the leaders of the
group. Before long he found himself hitchhikin g out to Pine Grove
Church to preach. At Maryville Glen met Betty Jane Greenwald ; soon
they were dating. It was Betty Jane who asked Glen, "Have you ever
considere d going to seminary? " Glen graduated from Maryville and
began his theologica l study at Fuller Seminary in Pasadena, California. The next year Glen and Betty Jane were married. While she attended Pasadena College, Glen continued his studies at the seminary.
Fuller had been founded a few years earlier but already boasted an
outstandin g faculty-E verett Harrison, Wilbur Smith, William LaSor,
Gleason Archer, George Ladd, and Edward Carnell. At Fuller the
young preacher was grounded in orthodox doctrine, including that
of the inerrancy of the Bible.
Glen was interested in missions. Because he and Betty Jane had
joined a Presbyteri an church in Los Angeles, he wrote the Presbyterian board for advice. The board recomme nded that he transfer to
Princeton Seminary to complete his studies. Princeton 's president,
Dr. John McKay, said to Glen that it would take two years to put their
stamp upon him! His Fuller studies enabled Glen to identify teaching at Princeton that was not fully orthodox, but Princeton made a
positive contributi on to his preparatio n-especia lly in churchma nship, worship, and missions. The special missionary inspiration was
Professor Christy Wilson, Sr., who had served for twenty years as a
missionary in Iran. Glen enjoyed classes with Emile Caillet, including
one on the minister's lifestyle, and with New Testamen t professor
Bruce Metzger. Glen's last class, a homiletics class with Dr. Edward
Roberts, made a great impression . Roberts urged the students to
preach without notes. He challenge d them to go back to their rooms,
get down on their knees, and promise God that they would preach
without notes! Glen did just that, setting a lifelong pattern.
Glen completed his bachelor of divinity degree in 1954. He later
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returned to Princeton and earned the master of theology degree in
pastoral care. During his first pastorate he did additional theological
study at Conwell School of Theology in Philadelphia. There he had
classes with Dr. Andrew Blackwood, who had been, from 1914 to
1921, the pastor at First Presbyterian in Columbia. The saintly Blackwood, now in his eighties, had become the most prominent American
homiletician and the author of a number of practical books on pastoral theology. 321
Glen Knecht was ordained on July 13, 1954, by the Presbytery of
Donegal of the PCUSA. He and Betty Jane were still planning to become missionaries, but the board suggested that they first gain some
practical experience in this country. From 1954 to 1957 they served
a rural congregation, the Union Presbyterian Church, near Kirkwood, Pennsylvania. Then in 1957 the Knechts went to Tabriz, Iran,
as missionaries under the mission agency of the PCUSA. They studied Persian and Turkish and began a ministry in Iran that continued
for five years. On some days, Mr. Knecht preached in English at 9:30
a.m., in Turkish at 11:00 a.m., and in Persian at 6:00 p.m.l As their
first term came to an end, Glen realized more and more that his heart
was, as he put it, "a pastor's heart." "You really can't be a pastor on
the mission field," he decided. "The nationals hflve to be the pastors." The Knechts loved the work in Iran but decided that God was
leading them to a pastoral ministry in the United States.
In 1963 Glen Knecht became pastor of the Oxford Presbyterian
Church of Oxford, Pennsylvania, and in 1971 he was called to the
Wallace Memorial Presbyterian Church, near Washington, D.C., in
Maryland. He sadly observed theological liberalism growing in the
denomination and the presbytery, culminating in the 1979 Kaseman
case-in which the presbytery accepted a minister who openly denied
cardinal Christian doctrines. Mr. Knecht led conservatives within the
presbytery in an appeal that resulted in a second examination of
Kaseman a year later. Kaseman was again approved by the presbytery.
"Our worst fears were more than confirmed," Glen Knecht said. Increasing pressure was brought by the presbytery for all the churches
to ordain women as elders. Mr. Knecht and other evangelicals felt
more and more unloved and unwanted at presbytery. It was a time of
discouragement and depression for Glen Knecht and his elders, until
March 30,1981, when the congregation ofWallace Memorial voted to
withdraw from the UPCUSA. Remembering those difficult years, Mr.
Knecht said, "I think the Lord would only ask a man to go through
Dr. Knecht has said that he has found Andrew Blackwood's books particularly
helpful in his Columbia ministry.
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that once!" Mter a few months as an independent church, Wallace
Memorial joined the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical
Synod, on October 17, 1981. The next May the RPCES became part
of the Presbyterian Church in America.
The Knechts loved the people at Wallace. Although they were not
actively seeking another call, they shared a sense that they had perhaps finished a cycle of work there. Mr. Knecht turned down a call to
a large church, but they remained open to a move if God so indicated. Then the call came from Columbia on a Thursday night in
April 1983. One of the elders was on the phone. 'We've got three
problems down here," he said, "the church has burned; the pastor resigned; we're in a new denomination-and we need a shepherd."
"He just put it right out," Mr. Knecht said, "and something about that
grabbed my heart." Mter further contact with First Presbyterian
Church, the Knechts accepted the call. Glen Knecht had served as a
minister in the PCUSA and UPCUSA for 27 years and, for a short
time, in the RPCES and the PCA-and now he would become ARPI 522

--

Mr. Knecht was installed by the Presbytery of Catawba on September 25, 1983. Dr. William C. Brownson, Jr., a pastor in the Reformed
Church of America and director of the Words of Hope radio ministry,
preached the sermon. H e described the relationship of pastor and
people as "a partnership for the Gospel." Dr. David E. Tribble, ruling
elder of Columbia's Centennial Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church, gave the charge to the congregation-urging them to support the pastor and church with attendance, talents, money, prayers,
and service. Dr. Lucier G. Whitlock, president of Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi, gave the charge to the minister. Dr. Whitlock urged Glen Knecht, as pastor of "a landmark
church for Southern Presbyterians," to be a missionary pastor like the
Apostle Paul. Mter the service, church members and guests walked
through the old churchyard to a reception in J ackson Hall, at which
the Knechts were honored and welcomed to Columbia and to First
Presbyterian Church. Mr. Knecht said that he didn't know "if it's the
love of the South or the church," but that their first days in Columbia
had been "fabulous." His goal for First Presbyterian, he told The State
newspaper, was "to place the claims of Jesus Christ on the agenda of
this city." Soon the n ew pastor brought a series of Wednesday noon
messages on "The Welfare of the City" fromJeremiah 29:7-"Seek the
m The PCUSAjoined with the United Presbyterian Church of North America in
1958 and became the UPCUSA.
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peace and prosperity of the city. . . . Pray to the Lord for it, because
if it prospers, you too will prosper."
There was an air of excitement at First Church that was "almost incredible," according to Elder Henry D. Foster, Jr. The church was
worshiping in its fresh, bright sanctuary. It was now part of the ARP
denominatio n, in which it felt at home and began to assume a leadership role. The new pastor was present for the session meeting on
September 12, 1983. He listed his goals for the church-New Testament evangelism, Christian nurture, household religion, church
friendliness, community betterment, and national and world missions.
Pastor Knecht began his Sunday morning preaching ministry at
First Presbyterian Church with a series on "The Ladder of Faith" from
2 Peter 1:5-7. Walking on the beach during a few days of vacation before beginning his ministry in September, Glen was guided to this
topic. For weeks he took the congregation through the great themes
of Peter: "For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, p erseverance; and to perseverance , godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness,
love." To restore preaching to its primacy in the church-to make it
what "the Bible, the Westminster Confession, and our Reformed heritage" call it to be "will require determinatio n, sacrifice, and change,"
Mr. Knecht told his congregation . His biblically based and doctrinally
accurate sermons strengthene d members and drew a steady stream of
visitors to the church. In his messages, he quoted the Reformers, the
Puritans, the Westminster Confession of Faith, and American Presbyterians, including the great pastors at First Church. Associate Pastor
James Barnes spoke for many when he described the blessing of Glen
Knecht's preaching and teaching. Elder Foster summed up the new
pastor's ministry as "an emphasis on the mission of the church and
on correct doctrine followed through to its correct conclusion -a
changed life ."
In 1984 the session duties and responsibilities were reviewed and
organized under eight standing committees- Administrat ion, Christian Education, Church Affairs, Corporate Ministry and Evangelism,
Pastoral Care, Worship, Church's Mission, and Ministerial Relations.
Three continuing committees -Investment , Historical, and Churchyard-were also established, with members appointed annually. In
December of 1983 the new Casavant organ was installed. It was for-
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mally dedicated on Sunday, April 1, 1984. Organist Ronald Miller
presented a recital, accompanied by the University of South Carolina
Faculty Brass Quartet.
On june 21, 1984, Mark Edwin Ross was called as associate minister
for education. Mark and his wife, Connie, and their two children,
Stephen and Emily, moved to Columbia from Pennsylvania. A graduate of the University of Pittsburgh and Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Mark received the Ph.D. degree in philosophy from England's
University of Keele in December 1984. He brought to First Church
experience in youth work, teaching, counseling, and pastoral visitation. He had served on the staff of Presbyterian churches in Pittsburgh and Uniontown, Pennsylvania, and worked with innercity
youth in the Young Life Movement in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. He
was involved in student ministry and directed a youth program for minority children in Pittsburgh's Hill District. Dr. Ross was ordained
and installed on March 23, 1985. His father, Ralph Ross, Sr., a ruling
elder at Third Presbyterian Church in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, took
part in the service. Mark Ross supervised the educational staff and
program at First Presbyterian Church.
Harold Von Nessen was called by the session in 1985 to serve as assistant minister with major responsibility in pastoral care. Harold, a
native of New York, came to study at Columbia Bible College in 1962,
after retiring from ·the United States ·Army as a lieutenant colonel.
He had served as pastor ofWest Columbia Presbyterian Church from
1962 to 1980. The Reverend Von Nessen and his wife, Minnie, contributed faithful and loving service to the congregation.
First Presbyterian Church attempted to put into practice the historic Reformed "regulative principle" in worship. This principle, according to Pastor Knecht, "is that Christians are to worship God in the
ways that He has set forth and only in those ways." That being the
case, Knecht added,
we are kept from embellishing our worship with innovations
which may seem effective to us, but which are not given to
us by God. Preaching is established and preserved by this
principle, since it is one of the elements of worship in which
God takes pleasure, along with music, prayer with thanksgiving, and the sacraments. 323
There was concern to guard the teaching ministry of the church.
Glen Knecht declared to the session on June 3, 1985, that only the
Gle n C. Knecht, "Reaffirming the Primacy of Preaching," The Associate Reformed
Pres!Jyterian, February 1991, pp. 6, 7.
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doctrines of the Reformed faith would be preached from the pulpit
or taught in the Sunday school. The session decided that all teachers
must conform to the requireme nt imposed on elders, acceptanc e of
the Westmins ter Confessio n of Faith and catechisms . A commissio n
of elders (of the Christian Education Committe e) and Mark Ross
were named to examine and approve teachers.
"II!SI--

Beginning January 1, 1985, Anne Harley began her work as assistant to the minister of education . Anne, who grew up in Columbia ,
joined First Presbyteri an Church in 1979 and served during the summer of 1981 as director of Christian education . She was a graduate of
Furman University and Gordon-C onwell Theologic al Seminary. She
came back to First Presbyteri an from her work as director of Christian education at Trinity Presbyteri an Church in Montgome ry, Alabama:
Business Manager Robert Horne retired Septembe r 30, 1985. At
his appreciati on dinner on Septembe r 17, the women presented him
with a life membersh ip in the Women of the Church, for his many
contributi ons to their organization and to the church at large. He
was the only man to be so honored by the women of First Presbyterian. On March 12, 1987, LeGrand Cooper,Jr ., was added to the staff
as church administra tor.
At a congregational meeting on Septembe r 21, 1986, Lance Edwards Hudgens was called as minister of evangelism and missions; he
was installed November 23, 1986. Lance, from Peoria, Illinois, studied for the ministry at Princeton Seminary. Mter graduatio n and ordination, he became assistant pastor to Glen Knecht at Wallace
Memorial Presbyteri an Church. In 1976 he was made associate pastor and served as interim pastor when Mr. Knecht left for First
Church in Columbia. Lance and his wife, Jacque, and their children,
Jonathan, Gregory, and Kristin, were soon part of the church family.
Lance's key verse for. his ministry was John 13:34-"A new commandmen t I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye also love one another."
Arpad Darazs, director of music at First Presbyteri an Church for fifteen years, died on December 17, 1986. Dr. Darazs had received the
Elizabeth O'Neil Verner Award for 1984-1985, given to the person
judged to have made the most outstandin g contributi on to the arts in
South Carolina. In 1984, the Palmetto Mastersin gers-cond ucted by
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Dr. Darazs-had placed second in international competition at Llangollen, Wales. As the congregation gathered for a memorial service
in January 1987, selections of Arpad Darazs' recorded music were
played; and Dr. Knecht spoke on "A Fruitful Bough Hanging over the
Wall," from Genesis 49: 22.
As in the past, special services and observances enriched the life of
First Presbyterian. Beginning in 1984, joint Thanksgiving services
were held with Centennial and Arsenal Hill ARP churches. Thanksgiving 1988 was celebrated with a service at First Church and a sermon by former pastor Sherrard Rice. A tradition of Reformation Day
services was inaugurated, with outstanding invited preachers. In
1984, Dr. Roger Nicole, professor of theology at Gordon-Conwell
Seminary, was the speaker. Dr. Sinclair Ferguson, Church of Scotland
minister teaching at Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, carne in 1986. Episcopalian John Guest conducted evangelistic
services at the church in April 1986. (When Guest carne to Columbia
in May 1990 for a citywide crusade, Dr. Knecht was chairman of the
Pastors' Advisory Committee.)
By the end of 1984, membership had reached 1,651. On August
31, 1985, it was 1,700. In June 1985 the church welcomed its thousandth farnily-Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Russo. By May 31, 1986,
membership was 1,802. By the end of 1986, it reached 1,853.
During these years some old contacts were maintained, but new
ministries and associations developed. First Presbyterian Church now
supported Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship at the University of
South Carolina while continuing assistance for the Presbyterian Student Center until 1986. Support continued for Thornwell Horne.
Bethany Christian Services and South Carolina Citizens for Life were
added to the church's benevolences. The old friendship with Columbia Bible College was restored. College music groups contributed
to the church's worship from time to time, and staff and students attended the church. Bible College faculty taught Sunday school
classes, and Dr. Ross lectured in theology at CBC's graduate schoolColumbia Biblical Seminary. Cordial relationships developed with
the pastors and congregations of the PCA churches in the Columbia
area. In 1986, Glen Knecht received an honorary doctor of divinity
degree from Covenant College, the PCA college at Lookout Mountain, Georgia.
The First Presbyterian Church steeple, a Columbia landmark since
1853, was repaired at the cost of $34,000 in December 1985, just in
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time for the bicente nnial of the city. The sermon preach ed by Dr.
Knecht on Palm Sunday, March 23, 1986-" I Will Remem ber the
Works of the Lord"- marke d Columb ia's bicente nnial and the 192
years of history of First Presbyt erian Church . Dr. Knecht read Psalm
77:1-12 and said:
Here in Psalm 77, Asaph, the poet, finds himself on the edge
of despair and depress ion. He cannot seem to salvage his
soul from sorrow. What does he do? "I will remem ber the
works of the Lord. I will meditat e on them. I will speak
about them." Asaph knew that history and prophe cy are the
great sources of the church 's comfor t. History is what God
has done, and prophe cy what he will do; and God wants us
to retrace both of these wondro us sources .
Dr. Knecht traced some of the "works of the Lord" and "his wonders of old" in the history of First Presbyt erian Church , from the initial call of David Dunlap in 1794 to the ministr y of Samuel Macon
Smith. Describ ing how the Psalmist not only remem bered the works
of God but medita ted on them, the pastor drew lessons from the history of the church -"the ministr y of Christ as a gift from his hand to
us," "the wonder of our doctrin es of Reform ed theology," and "the
centrali ty of the Lord Jesus Christ and of the Word of God." Dr.
Knecht conclud ed his sermon by stating:
Two ministe rs have no shrine to their memor y in our city,
and I would like to suggest one today. I would propos e
today the beginn ing of the Thornw ell Memor ial Lecture ship, in which distingu ished Christia n scholar s are invited to
bring address es on sacred themes from this pulpit to be dissemina ted to the world.
·
I would also like to propos e the Benjam in Palmer Sabbati cal
Fund, so that ministe rs of our denomi nation, young and
promisi ng, may be given the opportu nity to study and hone
their gifts that they might come into the power and influence of the men of old. We have dwarfs behind giant pulpits. There were giants in those days, and we need giants
again. Let this congreg ation, in the name of these venerable men of old, begin to place those giants in the field.s21
The Thornwe ll Lectures hip was established and has brought an outstand ing
speaker to First Church each year; the Benjamin Palmer Fund, however, did not actually come into existence .
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At
the beginning of 1987, Dr. Knecht restated the church's vision: "the

goal is a city famous for God-a city reaching the world,"
he told the congregation. ''We get there by being a vital, loving
chu rch at the h eart of [Columbia] . We believe God has put us right
where H e wants us. We have an Antioch location and an Antioch calling, to be a center for Christian growth and missionary activity."
On Easter Sunday, Dr. Knecht spoke on "The Resurrection of
Christ and the Revival of a City," as preparation for the Billy Graham
Crusade which began on April 25 and continued through May 2 at
Williams-Brice Stadium. First Presbyterian Church, with six hundred
oth er churches in South Carolina, supported the crusade. Banners
advertising the meetings decorated the brick wall on Lady and Marion streets. First Presbyterian Church ministers and members were
active in the crusade. Steve Deller, who· served as crusade chairman
for the church , said, "Our church's presence and participation was
highly visible throughout the Crusade-on the speaker's platform,
on the playing field, in the stands, and under the stands very late each
evening."
On july 16, 1987, Larry D. Wyatt was named director of music, and
Organist Ronald Miller became associate director of music. Dr.
Wyatt, a native of Kentucky, studied music at Murray State University,
the University of North Texas, and Florida State University, where he
earned the Ph.D. degree in 1974. From 1973 untill987 he was choral
343
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director at Loyola University in New Orleans. Larry and his wife,
Susan, moved to Columbia in 1987, where he became director of
choral studies at the University of South Carolina. Dr. Wyatt continued the Christmas music traditions at First Church. On December 6,
1987, he directed the University of South Carolina Concert Choir in
its Christmas concert and, on December 13, the Palmetto Mastersingers concert-both in the sanctuary of First Presbyterian.
In September 1987 the Reverend James Albert Turner became
minister of youth education. Jimmy was a graduate of Belhaven College and Columbia Theological Seminary. He had served as minister
of youth in the First Presbyterian Church of Jackson, Mississippi, assistant pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Columbus, Mississippi, and, for ten years, in campus ministry with Reformed University Fellowship at the University of Mississippi. Jimmy and his wife,
Ellen, and their three children-Elizabeth, David, and Mary 1\.a.therine-became an important part of First Church.
~·

..

First Presbyterian, from the beginning of its membership in the ABsociate Reformed Presbyterian Church, was generous in its support of
the denomination's ministries. On July 10, 1983, it began to support
the James Coads-ARP missionaries in Mexico. Iri 1984 the church
made a five-year pledge of $128,200 to the Church Extension Campaign of the ARP denomination. During 1985, the church supported
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Oates in Pakistan. Other missionaries and
Christian workers receiving support from First Presbyterian Church
included Miss Susan Layman in India; Miss Kim Jacobs in Ecuador;
Mrs. Paul Kemp in Turkey; Mr. and Mrs. Mike Kirchner with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at Georgia Tech; and Miss Carol Fullerton, who was conducting a ministry among women on the professional tennis tour. Paul A. Pepin, First Presbyterian's first ministerial
contribution to the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Synod, was
called to the church in Mayesville, South Carolina, in 1988.
When they became part of the ABsociate Reformed Presbyterian
Church, the women of First Presbyterian were organized according to
the d enominational plan, with officers, circle chairmen, and Bible
moderators. They participated in the Catawba Presbyterial Union
and in the Women's Synodical Union of the ARPC. Henrietta (Mrs.
Fred H.) Gantt, president of the Women of the Church for 1985,
thanked the women for their many activities during the year:
You have encouraged missionaries with your notes and remembrances. You have encouraged new churches and
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helped them financially. You have made the international
students aware that you care about them through your donations of food and time. Providence Home, Daybreak Maternity Home, Harvest Hope, Carolina Children's Home,
Thornwell, and Babcock Center all have been the recipients
of your generosity, love, and interest. Our members, with
difficulties of all kinds, have seen your love for them shown
by the many visits and casseroles received. New babies have
been welcomed and students remembered.
Church giving exceeded all expenses for 1986. Over ninety-seven
per cent of pledges were fulfilled. The budget for 1987$1,230,107-was adopted on January 15, 1987, with a "prayer of
thanksgiving and praise."
The church was again experiencing the need for more space.
Church offices and meeting rooms were located on the first floor of
the Sunday school building. Preschool children were taught on the
second floor of the building, not on the first as the fire marshal required. Late in 1975 the building at 1321 Bull Street-the only part
of the block not owned by the church-had been offered for sale, but
the session decided not to purchase it. This building, the headquarters of the South Carolina Bar Association, became available again in
1987-for $495,000. The bar association was moving to a new center
at the corner of Taylor and Park streets, which they expected to have
ready in a year. The building seemed ideal for the church; it would
complete its ownership of the entire block and would provide badly
needed office space. But where would the money come from? On
April 14, 1987, Robert L. Sumwalt, Jr., chairman of the Administration Committee, wrote a letter to the church members. "It seems to
us, the session, that this purchase fits in with the vision of a downtown
church, vibrantly alive with learning and growing opportunities for
people of all ages, " he wrote. He continued:
We have decided to put the matter before you and before
God in this way. Let each one prayerfully consider what we
could give for this work between now and May 1, 1988. We
will gather these intentions and see whether or not we are
being led by God to the acquiring of this property. This will
enable God to withhold the property from us if He chooses
to do so or to give the property to us if that is His will.
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Elder Sumwalt proposed that canvass cards be filled out, brought to
the church on Sunday, May 3, 1987, and dedicated to God. "Let us
join together in prayer for this effort," he concluded . 'We want to be
a living illustration of God's power. God wants to exhibit to the world
that H e exists and that He is able to meet the needs of His people."
The sanctuary was "substantially occupied" when on August 16,
1987, the congregat ion met (in a corporatio n meeting) to decide
whether to purchase the building. There was only one negative vote.
Pledges had amounted to $330,000; later more money came in. A bequest was dedicated to this purpose, an old van was sold, and two
pieces of real estate were turned into cash. The money was in sight
but not yet in hand. A few days before the closing date, the church
was still $12,000 short of the purchase price. Then a representa tive
of the bar association asked that the closing be delayed for two or
· three weeks so that their new parking lot could be paved. During that
time the additional money came in! On May 19, 1988, the property
was purchased . Staff offices were moved from various locations in the
education al building to the new building, named the Benjamin Morgan Palmer Ministry Center. A special, large gift of $100,000 from a
church member provided for the remodelin g of the first floor of the
education al building- now named the James Henley Thornwell Education Building.
Membersh ip at the end of 1987 was 1 ,893. The budget for 1988 was
$1,394,090 . Once again, a goal of fifty per cent for benevolen ces was
establishe d (benevole nce giving was averaging about twenty-two per
cent of the total giving). Average Sunday school attendanc e had risen
from 380 in 1984 to 524 in 1988. Attendanc e during March 1989 averaged 609-the first time all Sundays in the same month had had
600 present. A new high attendanc e was reached on November 5,
1989, when 708 people were present for Sunday school.
Solid preaching and Bible study characterized First Presbyteri an
Church. During 1987, Sunday morning themes included the Miracles, the Cross Revealed and Applied, the Key Words of Christ's
Atonemen t, Scriptural Principles of Renewal, the Ten Command ments, the Doctrine of the Church, I\nowing our Enemy-S atan, the
Doctrine of the Word of God, What the Bible Teaches about Wealth,
Advent from the Prophet Zechariah , and the Advent Names of Christ.
At the Wednesda y services, members and visitors heard messages on
the Sermon on the Mount; the Lives of Joseph, Moses, David, and
Jonah; and the Supernatu ral Birth of Christ.
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Dr. John Gerstner, for over thirty years professor of church history
at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, was the first Thornwell Lecturer,
November 22-24, 1987. "It is with deep thanks to God for what He
has given to us through the life and labors of James Henley Thornwell that we inaugurate this memorial lectureship," the church announced. "We do so with the prayer that it may be used of God as was
Thornwell, in the defense and proclamation of the gospel of Jesus
Christ." Dr. Gerstner's four lectures were on the topic "The Bible: the
Word of Life." Dr. David Wells of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary came as Thornwelllecturer in 1988 and Dr. Douglas Kelly of Reformed Theological Seminary, in 1989. Dr.]. Richard de Witt, pastor
of the Second Presbyterian Church of Memphis, Tennessee, spoke on
"The Doctrines of Grace" in 1991. The 1992 lecturer was Dr. Art
Lindsley of the C. S. Lewis Institute in Washington, D.C. His topic was
"A Critique of the New Age." In 1993 Dr. Robert Norris, pastor of
Fourth Presbyterian Church in Bethesda, Maryland, set forth the
main points of the Reformed system of thought in a series on "The
Shepherd and His Sheep," based on the first twenty-eight verses of
the tenth chapter ofJohn's Gospel.
On January 24, 1988, Dr. Richard Halverson, chaplain of the
United States Senate, preached at First Presbyterian Church. Dr.
Leighton Ford led evangelistic services at the church April 29-May 1,
1988. Dr. Knecht preached at the Banner of Truth Conference held
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, May 24-27, 1988.
Dr. and Mrs. Knecht's missionary years gave them a strong commitment to overseas missions. Dr. Knecht traveled to Pakistan to
preach at the annual Muree Christian Conference and to visit the
mission stations of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. 325
The church's high school students went each year on a mission trip
to help conduct vacation Bible schools in Appalachian mountain
towns. Others went to Mexico to help ARP missionaries there. The
church added to its list of overseas missionaries. With an annual international friendship dinner, it reached out to students and others
from foreign countries living in Columbia.
By 1994 Dr. Knecht had made five missions trips to assist ARP missionaries in
Pakistan. In May 1994 the Reverend P. Frank van Dalen, chairman of the ARP Mission
in Pakistan, wrote to the session and congregation of First Presbyterian Church: "Rev.
and Mrs. Knecht have become more and more special to the Pakistan Mission as each
year passes. Their insight and encouragement have meant a great deal to us. We are
grateful for their willingness to make the difficult and tiring journey in order to be a
blessing to us. We are also grateful to you for your blessing to us through them."
325

348

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian also joined in ministry with the Reverend Victor
Kulbich and the Reverend Ivan Borisovich Mazur, pastors overseeing
the work of church planting in Ukraine. A church in Vinnitsa, a city
of 400,000 people halfway between Kiev and the Romanian border,
became First Presbyterian's sister church. During the years of Nazi
and Soviet oppression, no building permits for churches had been issued; so when the opportunity materialized, this group of Christians
seized it. With the help of gifts from First Church, the congregation
of the Vinnitsa Church began to build-with their own hands-an
impressive building seating 1,500 people. Elder Kenneth Wingate
and Pastor Knecht visited the church and ministered in the city during June 1992. Later that summer, on August 9, Pastor Kulbich
preached at First Presbyterian Church. Associate Minister John Hopkins and Elder Henry Foster visited the Vinnitsa church during the
summer of 1993, and Elder Wingate and Deacon Stewart Rodman
went in the fall (Mr. Rodman visited the church again in March
1994) . These teams from First Presbyterian Church have joined in
preaching at jails, hospitals, schools, homes, the marketplace, parks,
the university, and village mission churches, as well as in the Vinnitsa
church's four two-hour services each week. Mter his visit to Ukraine,
John Hopkins wrote, "The First Presbyterian teams have seen many
people come to acknowledge Jesus as Savior and Lord during their
brief stays with the most hospitable Vinnitsa believers. "326 By the fall
of 1994, the nearly one thousand believers in the Vinnitsa congregation completed their new church, the largest Protestant structure in
Ukraine. Pastor Ivan Mazur wrote to First Presbyterian Church of Columbia, 'We don't even know the words which would constitute a fitting thank you. Without your immense help our construction would
have stopped, or would h ave moved forward very slowly. Truly, this is
also your new church, into which you have invested your graciousness." In November 1994 Dr. Knecht and Neal Mathias, associate minister of missions, visited First Church missionaries Andrew and Nannette Howard and Ron and Pam Brunson in Russia and then traveled
to Ukraine to meet with the pastors and people of the Vinnitsa
church.
The 1989 budget reflected the church's goals and priorities. The
total budget of $1,322,893 was divided among public worship and pastoral care, education and growth ministries, music ministry, general
John Hopkins, "First Columbia's Ukrainian Sister," The Associate Reformed Presbyterian, December 1993, p. 9.
'

26

I

I'
f

A

DYNAMIC CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

349

support of ministries, facility operations, food service ministry, employee benefits, and missions. Support for foreign missions went to
missionaries with World Witness-the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church's board of foreign missions-in Pakistan, Mexico, and
Tanzania, and to missionaries in India and Turkey. A large portion of
the budget for national missions was designated for denominational
and presbytery church extension. There was support for Erskine College and Erskine Seminary, but also money was designated for the
Presbyterian Horne of South Carolina, King College, Montreat Anderson College, and Thornwell Children's Home. Local ministries in
the city of Columbia supported by the church included Bethany
Christian Services, Daybreak Crisis Pregnancy Center, Salvation Army,
and Young Life. In presenting the 1989 budget to the congregation,
Dr. Knecht said, "Ours is a faith ministry, in that we depend upon
God's providing the funds week by week to enable us to do what we
set out to do."
First Presbyterian Church attracted people from many different
backgrounds. Thirty-three new members were received on February
12, 1989. Four of these came on reaffirmation of faith and two on
profession of faith, the rest by letter·of transfer. Ten were from Presbyterian churches-five from the PC (USA), two from the ARPC, two
from an independent Presbyterian church, and one ftorn the PCA.
Nine transferred from Baptist churches, six from Methodist
churches, and two from Bible churches. There was a great increase
in men received under care as candidates for the ministry, as a growing number of First Presbyterian Church members were called into
Christian service and went off to Erskine, Reformed, Westminster,
and Covenant seminaries to prepare. 327
In 1989 a popular Sunday evening seminar program, begun earlier
by the Reverend james Barnes, resumed. Classes were offered in such
areas as "The Unfolding Mystery: Seeing Christ in the Old Testament" (taught by Mark Ross); 'James" (taught by Warren Wardlaw);
"For Women Only: Issues for All Ages" (taught by Cynthia Hamilton,
Ellen Turner, Connie Ross, Mary J ane Finney, and Anne Harley);
"Marriage, Divorce and Re-marriage: What the Bible Says" (taught by
Glen Knecht); and "Being a Dad and Loving It" (taught by Lance
Hudgens). Other seminars were offered by elders and guest teachers.
327 Ministers
of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church who came from First
Presbyterian in Columbia are Paul A. Pepin, john C. Dorr,Jr.,Joel S. Gillespie, Bryan
J. Jurkowski, David H. Lauten, J. Mark McClamrock, Andrew K. Putnam, Charles H.
Roberts, and H. Mark Wright.
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In September 1989, Hurricane Hugo devastated the South Carolina coast and cut ;:t path of destruction across the state. Columbia
escaped the brunt of the storm, but Charleston was directly hit. First
Presbyterian Church made a contribution of $500 to First (Scots)
Church of Charleston. (Mter the First Presbyterian Church fire in
1983, one of the first gifts received was from First Scots.) Total gifts
from First Presbyterian for Hugo victims came to $30,000. Deacons,
Women of the Church, and others worked tirelessly to assist those in
need in Mayesville, South Carolina, a community with an ARP
church, which was badly damaged.
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On November 16, 1989, the session adopted a new mission statement for First Presbyterian:
In keeping with the Great Commission, First Presbyterian
Church of Columbia aspires to be a dynamic Christian community within the heart of South Carolina, centered in the
worship of God and bearing witness to the gospel of Jesus
Christ our Lord.

As Christ's disciples we strive to build vibrant lives, strong
families, and a fellowship in which members care for and
love one another and together seek the well-being of our
city, state, nation and the world.
By the power of the Holy Spirit we seek to develop a vital
preaching and teaching ministry, aimed at drawing men and
women to Christ; h ealing, comforting and nurturing them
in the faith; equipping them for service, and d eploying
them effectively into all walks of life.
About this time an effort was made to take more seriously the examination of persons for membership-reflecting a desire to return
to the earlier practice of the church. The session studied the matter
for months, supplied with theological and biblical papers written by
Mark Ross. In his first paper-"The Role and Responsibilities of Elders in Admitting Persons to Church Membership"-Dr. Ross explained that laxity in the admission of persons to membership in the
church was not a kindness to the people involved. Furthermore, he
stated, it was actually unfaithfulness to Christ and His church. Dr.
Ross pointed out that "the role of the elders in admitting persons to
membership in our church is that of acting in the name of Christ to
mark out publicly those who are His people in the world. " 'We are
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not able to look upon the heart," he told the session ; "only God can
do that." But "we must look upon the outwar d signs, the fruits," he
said. "What fruits must we find?" Dr. Ross answer ed the questio n:
"Our Form of Govern ment specifie s three as essenti al"-a knowle dge
of spiritua l need, faith in Christ, and intentio n to be obedie nt to Him.
Some session membe rs though t that Dr. Ross was imposin g conditions for membe rship beyond those found in the Form of Govern ment. In a second paper he clarifie d his intentio n not to add conditions for membe rship but to ensure that the examin ation of candidates for membe rship be conduc ted carefull y and effectively. 328
The session then adopte d a numbe r of guiding princip les for admission of new membe rs. It would attemp t to admit only those people who had "a saving relation ship with jesus Christ," as evidenc ed by
a knowle dge of their spiritua l need, persona l faith in Christ, and a
commi tment to follow Him in obedien ce. This would presupp ose
persona l knowle dge of a candida te's faith and commi tment. It was
decided that the concur rence of two or more elders should be required before receivin g a person into membe rship.329
A renewe d emphas is on the role of church officers , both elders and
deacon s, revitali zed the church . Too often in Presbyt erianism the
manage ment of the church 's funds has been the main- and in some
cases the only-w ork of the deacon s. The primary duty of the deacons, accordi ng to First Presbyt erian Church 's Form of Govern ment,
"is attendi ng to those within the church who are in materia l need and
distress." "This is a work so import ant that it must not be neglect ed,"
Mark Ross wrote. ''Witho ut it the preachi ng and teachin g of the
Word of God will be much less effective, for then we will lack the concrete demons trations that make the messag e credibl e before an unbelievin g but watchin g world. "330
Public worship in an approp riate manne r and with serious but joyful hearts was a goal constan tly placed before the congreg ation. The
In his second paper, Mark Ross stated that he believed that at one point the
Form of Governm ent went beyond wh at was required for members hip. One of
the
seven questions to be asked of those seeking members hip, accordin g to the Form
of
Governm ent, is: "Do you accept the docu·ines and principle s of the Associate
Reformed Presbyter ian Church, so far as you understa nd them, as agreeable to
and
founded on the Word of God?" Dr. Ross argued that people should not have to accept
all the doctrines of the church in order to become members and pointed out that
this
question was not even asked of persons seeking members hip in First Presbyter
ian
Church. The church had been given permissio n not to use this question, when
Dr.
Knecht had objected to it when he was being examine d in 1983 by the presbyter
y's
Commiss ion on the Minister a nd His Work.
329
For a statemen t of the "Summar y of Principle s" adopted by the session, see Appendix H.
328
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bulletin for the Lord's Day,June 23, 1991, contained the words: "How
serious a thing it is when we propose to worship God! Not at all a
light and casual undertaking, rather worshiping the true God is the
most important, the most weighty enterprise of our week." Communion services were times of special worship and thanksgiving as the
congregation celebrated the gift of the body and b lood of Christ for
the forgiveness of sins and the feeding on Him by faith. Since 1985,
Virginia Draffin (Mrs. Thomas A., Jr.) Waites had been making the
communion bread for the church, using a recipe for Scottish shortbread (containing flour, butter, margarine, and sugar) that had been
followed for ARP communion services since 1850. After Mrs. Waites
attended her first communion service at First Presbyterian, she asked
Dr. Knecht if she could bake the bread for the service. She later
heard what happened when the elders sampled her shortbread.
"They took the bread and passed it around," she said, "and then they
passed it around again, and then they passed it around a third time
and said, 'We'll take it!"'
Fellowship was another major part of the church's life. During
1989 it was noted that the condition of the kitchen-"center of
warmth and nourishment for the church family"-was badly in need
of repair and new equipment. There was nothing in the budget for
such an expense, so the deacons and elders decided to wait until the
year's end and use whatever surplus remained for this project. Some
years had indeed produced a surplus but never one so large as was
required for the kitchen renovation. The church leaders waited and
prayed. When the year 1989 ended, there was a greater surplus than
ever before, and, in the summer of 1990, the long-needed work was
done.
Having been instrumental in the forming of two retirement centers
in South Carolina, First Presbyterian Church once again turned its attention to this important work. Aileen S. and David M. Pennington
b ecame members of First Presbyterian in May 1983, the same month
in which the church was received into the Associate Reformed Presbyterian denomination. They were interested in founding an ARP retirement center in Columbia and made a generous contribution in
1984 that led to the establishment of a fund for this purpose.
By June 1985 a retirement center study committee was active, with
Joseph Walker Clarke, Sr., serving as chairman. Early in 1986, a gift
830
Mark E. Ross, "Deacons: Their Role in the Overall Mission of the Church," The
Associate Reformed Presbyterian, October 1992, 11.
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of fifty-six acres relatively near the church was received from David W.
Robinson. When the property did not prove to be suitable, the Retirement Center Board, which had been formed by the church session to succeed the study committee, was authorized to sell or exchange it for another property, if a desirable one became available.
In August 1988 the board announced plans to purchase the Dixon
property, a seventeen-acre tract-filled with majestic hardwood trees,
the Spanish moss of the low country of South Carolina, and mountain laurel of the upcountry-on the west bank of the Congaree
River. The board and the church were greatly encouraged when
Alice Robinson Johnson left a sizable bequest for the retirement center. In December 1989 the board set a goal for the congregation of
$2.3 million for the retirement center, Laurel Crest.
The first action of the Retirement Center Board when it was
formed in 1987 was to charter a separate corporation. Wilson W. Farrell, Sr., was named chairman of the board and led the early stages of
the development of the project. In July 1988 Richard H. deMontmollin was elected president, so that daily attention could be given to
the work. In 1990 Mr. Farrell moved to Cincinnati, and Mr. d eMontmollin was named chairman to succeed him. Mr. Robert C. Walker
became president. Charlene S. (Mrs. William B., Sr.) Wells continued
as secretary and Aileen (Mrs. David M.) Pennington, as treasurer
until early 1991.
The firm of Van Scoyoc of Arlington, Virginia, was retained to
guide the development of Laurel Crest. This relationship continued
until the project obtained its financing through an issue of tax-exempt bonds early in 1992. At this time Wilson Farrell returned to Columbia and was hired as director of development, joining Marketing
Director William E. DeLoache, Jr. , on the Laurel Crest staff. Board
members and staff offered a variety of talents and served with steadfastness and loyalty while acknowledging God's blessings and His perfect timing.
On May 23, 1993, a ground-breaking service was held on the property. Dr. Knecht brought a message entitled "God at the Beginning."
Construction was begun on june 1 by M. B. Kahn Construction Company. The first phase included seventy-eight independent-living
apartments, eight cottages, a community building, a health-care wing,
and an activities building. Future plans include a residential-care
wing of ten units, ten additional nursing beds, and six additional cottages. The completed Laurel Crest Retirement Center will be a $17
million project, the largest single ministry ever undertaken by First
Presbyterian Church.
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Banyan Retirement Services of Greenville, South Carolina, was selected to manage Laurel Crest, and Diana B. Jones was named executive director. The first residents moved in on August 29, and ground
was broken for the first of the cottages in late September. A little later
construction began on the Jennie Feagle Residential Care wing, with
completion scheduled for spring 1995.
Climaxing ten years of prayer and work, the dedication of Laurel
Crest took place on October 2, 1994. Master of ceremonies was
chairman deMontmoll in. The Chancel Choir of First Presbyterian
Church, directed by Mrs. Charlotte Kirby, sang. In his dedicatory sermon "God: The Refuge of the Retired," Dr. Knecht called for Laurel
Crest to be "a symbol of God as the Rock to the aging" by treating the
elderly with dignity, by upholding the sacredness of life, by strengthening family ties, and by becoming a center of worshiping Christians.
"We have a vision of service from this place," the First Church pastor
told the residents and friends of Laurel Crest. "This community of
gifted and dedicated persons will be to the church and community a
great resource of wise and able people who can teach and serve and
work and make Columbia a city known for God." Dr. Knecht concluded by reminding his hearers that "the Saviour's last picture is in
the Book of Revelation. There His hair is white and He is called the
Ancient of Days. He has reached His full glory is that picture. And
the prayer we offer today is that our aging friends here may reach
their fullest glory on these lovely grounds, and mirror forth the glory
of the Lord."
In 1990 the ministerial staff at First Presbyterian Church comprised
Glen Knecht, pastor; Warren Wardlaw, minister of congregation al
care; Harold Von Nessen, assistant in congregation al care; Mark Ross,
pastoral teacher; Lance Hudgens, minister of evangelism and missions; Jimmy Turner, minister of youth; Anne Harley, coordinator of
women's ministries (in May 24, 1990, Anne Harley was granted a
leave of absence for further study); Ellen (Mrs.James H.) Turner, director of preschool education; Kathy (Mrs. William Randolph, Jr.)
Folks, director of elementary education; Larry Wyatt, director of
music; and Ronald Miller, associate director of music. In 1991 Mark
Ross was named associate pastor with special responsibilit y for teaching, and Lance Hudgens was made minister of Christian education.
Dr. Ross's Bible study classes-the Thursday morning Bible survey
class (later with a Wednesday evening section) and the Friday morning breakfast study for men-becam e popular. As interest grew, a
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Thursday morning men's Bible study was added. These Bible studies
deepened the lives of members and brought new people into the
church.
Average Sunday school attendance rose from 547 in 1989 to 605 in
1990. The year 1990 also produced $76,000 over expenses. Dr.
Knecht, in his "State of the Church Address" for 1990, said that he saw
"a new sense of family emerging" at First Presbyterian. "I am amazed
at the network of relationships that I see building within the congregation," he added, "and this not by any master plan of mine but as a
genuine operation of the Holy Spirit as He intertwines our lives with
one another."
In 1991 the membership of First Presbyterian Church exceeded
2,000 for the first time in its history-reaching 2,075 at the end of
1991. During the year, the church had welcomed 161 new members.
Average attendance for: Sunday school was 650, with over 700 people
in Sunday school for fifteen Sundays. On September 8, 1991, a new
high for Sunday school attendance was recorded: 890 were present.
The church ended the year 1991 with a surplus of $181,000. In October James Turner left to become associate pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Clarksdale, Mississippi.
During the early 1980s, as the Vacation Bible School grew, a day
camp was begun for the elementary-age children. The camp met at
the old Girl Scout Camp, then at the Boy Scout Camp, and next at the
YMCA Family Center in Lexington. Led by Kathy Folks, the 1991 day
campers studied John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, which had been developed into a curriculum called The Wicket Gate.
Women of the Church, under the leadership of Beverly (Mrs.
Robert) Taylor, and Men of the Church continued active ministries in
1991 . In October, the first Festival of Creativity-suggested by Dr.
Larry Wyatt- allowed church members and friends to appreciate
each other's talents in the performing arts, the fine arts, and crafts,
and to give thanks and praise to God for His gifts.
The music program continued to grow under the direction of Dr.
Wyatt; the children's choirs, supervised by Charlotte (Mrs. James M.)
Kirby, and the chancel choir contributed regularly to worship. A Sunday-evening choir was formed under the direction of Bonnie Hoyt.
During the worship service on June 30, 1991, the church recognized
Ronald Miller's twenty years as organist. In his response in First
Things, First Presbyterian's weekly publication, Mr. Miller wrote that it
had been "a most spiritually and musically rewarding experience for
me to have served the Lord in this wonderful church during these
years."
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In 1992 Dr. Warren Wardlaw retired and was named minister emeritus. Thirty-six years of his ministry had been in South Carolina, the
last twelve at First Presbyterian Church. In the summer of 1992 the
Reverend John Howard Hopkins II came as associate minister for
congregational care. A native of Pennsylvania and son of a Presbyterian pastor,John was called into the ministry while working as a missionary intern in Ethiopia. He graduated from Fuller Theological
Seminary and served Presbyterian church es in California and Pennsylvania, and the Union Church of Manila, Philippines, before joining the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Synod in 1982. He was a
pastor in Melbourne Beach, Florida, and a mission developer in
Charlotte, North Carolina, and then came to First Presbyterian. John
and Kathy Hopkins and. their three children-Erin, Evan, and Elliot-moved to Columbia and happily joined the church family.
At the installation service for John Hopkins on July 26, 1992, Dr.
Knecht preached on "The Apostolic Vision of Pastoral Care" from
Acts 20:28-"Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the
Holy Spirit has made you guardians, to feed the church of the Lord
which h e obtained with his own blood." "The whole work of nurture
in the church," Dr. Knecht said, "is to ensure that believers come to
the end of their days having endured and not fallen by the wayside."
'When you look at salvation that way," he continued, "you get very interested in pastoral care." Dr. Knecht reminded the congregation
that although "the function of tending the flock" was concentrated in
the work of the n ew minister of pastoral care, "it exists in all of the
elders as well." John Hopkins' father, Dr. Joseph M. Hopkins, former
professor at Westminster College in New Wilmington, Pennsylvania,
and now a missionary, gave the charge to his son.
First Presbyterian Church had found a happy home in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church-and made a significant contribution in turn. After a period of doctrinal decline, the ARPs began
to recover and reassert their historic orthodoxy. First Presbyterian
Church's Associate Minister Mark Ross was the fraternal observer
from the General Synod of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church to the General Assembly of the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church, meeting at Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis, Tennessee,June 26-29, 1992. The two d enominations were attempting to
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move beyond the traditional exchange of fraternal greetings to closer
fellowship. Dr. Ross told the EPC commissione rs that "in the days of
our [ARPC] wandering we had murmured against the Lord's provision for us within the defined boundaries of the biblical and Reformed faith. We cried out for meat in addition to manna; and God
gave us meat to eat, but He sent leanness into our souls." For some
time, loss of vision and declining membership marked the denomination. But then ''God in His saving mercy" applied "His reviving
grace" to the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, Dr. Ross said.
"God preserved us and brought us new health. By 1979 we were able
to adopt a firm statement on the authority of the Bible in all that it
teaches." Further actions of the General Synod, year by year, demonstrated that the old denominatio n increasingly was committing itself
to the faith of its mothers and fathers-and First Church of Columbia was a significant part of that renewal.
Dr. Ross wrote an article entitled "Revival Purifies Theology" in The
Associate Reformed Presbyterian in September 1992, in which he said:
As one looks closely at the ARP Church, it is obvious that
God has been at work among us. There is much cause for
rejoicing and thanksgiving . But we cannot be content with
what we are now. . . . We must press on to greater understanding of what God would have of us, and we must do it
with all our might. God's Spirit could as unexpectedly depart from us as He has come upon us, if we show ourselves
slack in obedience and indifferent toward God.

-·-

During 1992 First Presbyterian received 134 new members, bringing membership to 2,127. Harold Von Nessen retired at the end of
1992, but he later returned to serve temporarily as missions pastor (as
First Presbyterian Church continued its efforts to become what Dr.
Knecht described as a "missions-active" congregatio n). In addition to
John Hopkins, Paul Cook joined the church's staff in youth work and
William Schmidt, in singles ministry during 1992. Attendance at Sunday school classes continued to grow-with 732 an average attendance for the year, compared with 650 in 1991. The Sunday school
met the needs of an increasing number of people of all ages.
In the fall of 1992, First Church established the Reformed Fellowship of the Southeastern United States, "to provide support, instruction, spiritual nurture, and fellowship for pastors, elders, teachers,
and students so that their service to the Lord in Reformed churches
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and institutions [might] be more effective to the glory of God."
Members of the Reformed Fellowship accept the inerrancy of the
Bible, the doctrines of grace, and subscribe to one or more of the Reformed confessions-the Westminster Confession of Faith, the Belgic
Confession, the Canons of the Synod of Dort, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Second London Confession of 1689. Speakers such as
Jay Adams, Mark Ross, R. C. Sproul, Ligon Duncan, Jerry Bridges,
and Robert Norris have presented helpful, challenging lectures and
sermons to the Reformed Fellowship.
The First Church tradition of strong preaching and great music
continued during 1993, with special care to focus the praise and attention on God. Each Sunday there were about fifty visitors. Six cycles of the Inquirers' Class brought 124 new members. The total
membership as of December 31 was 2,191. Twice during 1993 over
one thousand people attended Sunday school classes; the average
number of students for the year was eighty more than in 1992. Giving in 1993 exceeded any year in the history of First Presbyterian
Church-with over two million dollars for Christ and His kingdom.
More than two hundred adults took part in the seminar training sessions during Sunday evenings. The Bible survey classes taught by Dr.
Ross continued to attract many students, and a new men's morning
Bible study was added. The church library, under the direction of
Ellen (Mrs. Arthur D.) Mosher, made an increasingly valuable contribution to the life of the congregation. Leona (Mrs. Gordon S.)
Query joined the church staff as Coordinator of Women's Ministries,
and Bill Schmidt continued to supervise the Singles' Ministry. Deacon James H. Easterby III managed the church's ten sports teams, assisting the athletes in developing character and Christian fellowship.
The church continued to reach out in ministry to the city and the
world. Twenty-five adults and forty-five young people participated in
mission trips to Ukraine, Pakistan, Mexico, and Appalachia.
An increasing number of First Presbyterian women attended the
August Adult Bible Conference at Bonclarken and assumed leadership roles in the denomination's Women's Synodical Union. In 1993,
Dot (Mrs. David) Tribble served as Synodical president (and as vicepresident in 1994). Kathy (Mrs. W. R.) Folks, Jr., was Leadership
Training Chairman, and Harriett (Mrs. John T.) Moore was Youth
Chairman for 1993-1994. Phyllis (Mrs. HenryS.) Hastings served as
a member of the Literature Committee in 1993 and became chairman of the committee in 1994.
During August 1993 Associate Pastor Mark Ross brought sermons
based on Benjamin Morgan Palmer's book The Threefold Fellowship and
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the Threefold Assurance. In Septemb er, Dr. and Mrs. Ross represen ted
First Presbyte rian Church at Westmin ster Abbey in London for the
celebrat ion of the 350th annivers ary of the convenin g of the Westminster Assembly. In apprecia tion for this opportun ity, Connie and
Mark presente d to the church a limited-e dition print of a painting of
the Westmin ster Assembly, which was placed in the church's redecorated small dining room. Later in 1993 Dr. Ross gave a series of Sunday evening lectures on the significa nce of the Westmin ster Assembly's work. Dr. Ross, with Philip Rollinso n, was the author of The Children's Catechism: A New Modern Version- "a theologically accurate ,
modern version of the 1840 Catechism for Younger Children by Joseph P.
Engels, designed as an introduc tion to the Westmin ster Shorter Catechism."331
Reflectin g First Presbyte rian Church' s steadily growing commitment to local, national , and world missions , the Reveren d Neal R.
Mathias began his work as associate mi~ister of missions on August 1,
1994. Born in Pittsburg h, Pennsylv ania, in 1951, Neal graduate d
from the Universi ty of Pittsburg h with a B.A. in religious studies in
1974. He earned the master of divinity degree from Gordon- Conwell
Theolog ical Seminar y in 1979. He served as youth director of a
church in Ohio from 1979 to 1981, when he was called as pastor to
the New Hope Presbyte rian Church (Associate Reforme d Synod) in
Tampa, Florida. In 1986, he became director of candidat e ministry
for World Witness, the ARP board of foreign missions . Neal and his
wife, Anne, have three chidren -Sarah, Andrew, and Peter.

In his morning message for Septemb er 12, 1993, Dr. Knecht reviewed the church's long-ran ge plan adopted in September 1991,
adding "insights and convictio ns that have d eveloped since then." He
set forth nine goals. (1) The church should be a growing church "not to make an empire but to bring glory to God and strength to His
body." (2) The church must remain committ ed to historic Christian ity. "God honors His Word, and unless our church is true to that,
there is no hope of being a real church." (3) "Househ old religion"
must be practiced . ( 4) "The centralit y of worship" must be m aintained. (5) There must be New Testame nt evangeli sm. 'We believe
that men and women are lost without saving faith in Jesus Christ, and
God has commiss ioned us to tell His Good News to them." ( 6) First
m Philip Rollinson and Mark E. Ross, The Childen 's Catechism: A New Modem Version
(Signal Mountain, Tenn.: Summe rtown Texts, 1988).
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Presbyterian Church must "aspire to be a teaching center not only for
our own people but for the city and the denomination." (7) The
church must be a missions-minded church. 'We must rearrange our
priorities and our schedules for the sake of world evangelization."
(8) "God has called us into a loving and caring family. We seek to
bear each other's burdens." And (9) "our goal is to see where God is
working in the city and to be there with Him. . . . In the process of
reaching out to the hurts [of the city] we shall be transformed. Our
self-centeredness will disappear when we become servants of God in
the midst of Columbia."

-· ....

First Presbyterian Church continues its strong teaching and
preaching ministry-setting forth clearly the truths of the Bible and
applying them strongly and accurately to the lives of its people. In its
teaching ministry and in special activities such as the Thornwell Lectures and the Reformed Fellowship, First Church advances the cause
of biblical thinking and Reformed theology among its people and
many others. Laurel Crest Retirement Center is rising impressively
on the banks of the Congaree. A strong missions program, with financial support of missionaries and personal involvement in mission
projects, includes assistance to a bold and flourishing sister congregation in Vinnitsa in Ukraine. Plans are underway for a Christian
counseling center, to provide "clinical counseling to the members of
First Presbyterian Church, the community of Columbia, and leadership within the ARP denomination." And the church is committed to
its historic goal, set forth in the past by the long line of First Presbyterian Church pastors, elders, and people, and now often repeated by
Dr. Knecht: ''The vision of this Church is to make Columbia a city
known for God."
On February 1, 1994, Dr. Knecht closed his "State of the Church"
address with the words:
God remembers the d ay when David and Susannah Dunlap
moved to Columbia and amid the heat and disease and the
newness of the place, they established this congregation. H e
remembers the buildings, the fires, the weddings, the souls
saved and the farewell services. And He will rejoice to see us
remember it too in the Bicentennial Celebration which will
have its beginnings in this year of 1994.
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CONCLUSION
-------- ~--------

Former pastor Andrew Blackwood wrote to the session of First
Presbyterian Church onJune 23, 1960, expressing the hope th at "the
future of the dear old First Church may be more than worthy of the
best in h er past."
Present pastor Glen Knecht said on January 21 , 1992:
Many challenges await us in this new year. We must be willing to change, yet firm in our commitment to Christ and orthodoxy. We must be zealous to seize the time when it is ripe
and not let it pass. We must be positive and contagious in
our attitudes about Our Lord and His Church. Above all we
must be faithful to Him in our worship, our conduct, our
willingness to serve, and in our stewardship. May we not rest
on the laurels of a good year, but move on to what lies
ahead. We haven't seen anything yet. The best is yet to b e!
These words sum up fittingly the first two hundred years of the life
of First Presbyterian Church-and introduce the church's third century. The challenges to an evangelical church in the years beyond
1995 will be immense, but First Church has learned that God is faithful-and patient, and loving, and forgiving. Most of all, it has learned
that God is sovereign. That sturdy, biblical Calvinistic emphasis
sounds from pulpit and classroom of the grand old church on the
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corner of Marion and Lady. Once again, the glory of the Lord has
risen upon it!
This book is a history of one of the most important churches of the
South. It is also a long sermon! It reviews the faithfulness of God who
calls His people, justifies them, and adopts them into His family. It
looks at the work of God in sanctification, as He shapes and uses men
and women in His church and in the world as His witnesses. It warns
us that church membership alone does not guarantee obedience and
faithfulness. But it also teaches us that "if we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot disown himself' (2 Timothy 2:13) .. And
it encourages and challenges us as we see how God has developed the
fruit of the Spirit and the life of faith in thousands of people during
the two hundred years of the existence of First Presbyterian Church
of Columbia, South Carolina.
It may be that God will use this story to bring people to faith in
Jesus Christ. He may use it to call some to greater appreciation for
the treasures of our Reformed faith. He will use it, I pray, to bring all
who read it to greater love for Him and His church, deeper commitment to His cause, and stronger obedience to His will.
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APPEN DIX
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pASTORS (bold print) AND SUPPLY PASTORS OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH with dates of service (based on church records
and session minutes)
David Ellison Dunlap (September 1794-September 1804)
John Brown (April 1810-May 1811)
Benjamin R. Montgomery Qanuary 1812-:July 1818)
Thomas Charleton Henry (November 1818-:January 1824)
Robert Means Qanuary 1824-March 1827)
John Rennie Qune 1827-:July 1831)
Thomas Goulding and George Howe-joint supply pastors
Quly 1831-:January 1833)
Daniel Baker (Summer 1832)
Samuel C. J ackson Qanuary 1833-May 1833)
John Fleetwood Lanneau (May 1833-September 1833)
Aaron Whitney Leland Qanuary 1834-January 1837)
John Witherspoon Quly 1837-May 1839)
James Henley Thornwell (May 1839-:January 1841)
George Howe and Aaron Leland-joint supply pastors
Qanuary 1841-:July 1842)
Benjamin Gildersleeve Quly 1842-January 1843)
Benjamin Morgan Palmer Qanuary 1843-December 1855)
James Henley Thornwell (February 1856-November 1861)
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Francis P. Mullally-co-pastor with Thornwell (May 1860November 1861) and pastor (November 1861:June 1863)
Benjamin Morgan Palmer (August 1863-February 1865)
George Howe (February 1865-May 1866)
William Ellison Boggs (May 1866:January 1871)
Joseph Ruggles Wilson (February 187l:July 1873)
James Fair Latimer (July 1873-August 1873)
Edward Melvin Green (August 1873-November 1873)
John H. Bryson (November 1873-April1877)
James Fair Latimer (June 1877-September 1877)
William Swan Plumer (September 1877:June 1878)
Joseph Bingham Mack (June 1878:January 1881)
John Lafayette Girardeau (March 1881-0ctober 1882)
William E. Boggs and Charles R. Hemphill-joint supply pastors
(November 1882-0ctober 1883)
Luther McKinnon (October 1883-September 1885)
James D. Tadlock (October 1885:June 1886)
Neander Montgomery Woods (June 1886-April 1889)
Samuel Macon Smith (September 1889:January 1910)
James Overton Reavis (Apri119ll:June 1914)
Andrew Watterson Blackwood (November 1914-March 1921)
Melton Clark (March 1921-May 1922)
Robert Albert Lapsley (May 1922-0ctober 1930)
John MacEachern-assistant pastor (May 1929-December 1930)
James Wyly Jackson (February 1931:July 1958)
Thomas Francis Wallace-assistant pastor
(February 1937-0ctober 1944)
Claude Mcintosh-assistant pastor (October 1945-March 1946)
Walter Paul Baldwin,Jr.-assistant pastor (April1946:June 1946)
Thomas Robert Fulton-assistant pastor
(November 1947-November 1948)
Elmer Donovan Wood-assistant pastor
(December 1954-April 1955)
Francis Borel Mayes-assistant pastor (August 1955:July 1958)
John McSween (May 1959-0ctober 1959)
J. Sherrard Rice (November 1959-0ctober 1966)
Cecil H. Lang-assistant pastor (September 1962-March 1968)
William Kendrick Borden-assistant pastor
(June 1966-0ctober 1968)
Hugh Walker McClure III (September 1967-May 1982)
Joseph Norton Dendy-assistant pastor; associate pastor
(September 1968:July 1978)
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Robert E. Herrmann-associate pastor (April1969-August 1973)
J ames H. Barnes-associate pastor Qanuary 1977-May 1984)
Warren M. Wardlaw-associate pastor; interim pastor
(August 1979:January 1992)
Glen Charles Knecht (September 1983Mark E. Ross-associate pastor Quly 1984Harold Von Nessen- assistant pastor; missions pastor (1985- )
Lance E. Hudgens-associate pastor (November 1986- )
James A. Turner-associate pastor (September 1987-0ctober 1991)
John H. Hopkins-associate pastor (May 1992- )
Neal R. Mathias-associate minister of missions (August 1994- )

Pictorial Collectio n of Some Former
Pastors of First Presbyterian Church

*George Howe
1831-33, 1841-42, 1865-66

Aaron W. Leland
1834-1837
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James H. Thornwell
1839-41, 1856-61

\

Benjamin M. Palmer
1843-1855

Joseph B. Mack
1878-1881

L.

*Supply pastor

William E. Boggs
1866-1871

John H. Bryson
1873-1877

*Charles R. Hemphill
1882-1883

Luther McKinnon
1883-1885
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Samuel M. Smith
1889-1910

James 0. Reavis
1911-1914

Andrew W. Blackwood
1914-1921

Robert A. Lapsley
1922-1930

James W. Jackson
1931-1958

*John McSween
1959

J. Sherrard Rice
1959-1966

Hugh W. McClure, III
1967-1982

Warren M. Wardlaw
Interim p astor
1982-1983

Glen C. Knecht
1983-
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ELDERS OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH with ordination
date or date installed a t First Presbyterian Church (based on church
records). Two honorary categories- Elderfor Life (used between 1947
and 1957) and Elder Emeritus (first given in 1969)- are indicated by
an asterisk and date . The three ruling elders (ordained elsewh ere)
who did not serve on the session of First Presbyterian Church, but
who were elected elders emeriti, were David M. Pennington (1984),
David W. Robinson (1990), and Thomas Waites (1991).
Thomas Lindsay (1810)
J o hn Murphy (1810)
Zebulon Rudolph (1 810)
Thomas Taylor (1810)
V. D. V.Jamison (1820)
William Law (1820)
Edward D. Smith (1820)
Robert Mills (1824)
Thomas Wells (1824)
J a mes Young (1824)
]. M. Beckett (1831)
J a mes Ewart (1831)
G. T. Snowden (1831)
Joh n Taylor (1831)
Sidney Crane (1835)
Andrew Crawford (1835)

J ames Martin (1835)
R. T. Brumby (1852)
Levi H awley (1853)
A. L. Kline (1853)
J o hnS. Scott (1853)
]. McF. Gaston (1856)
Henry Muller (1856)
FitzWilliam McMaster (1856)
W.J. Duffie (1869)
Eben Stenhouse (1869)
Washington A. Clark (1878)
William Sloane (1878)
D. F. Bradley (1 887)
D. R. Fle nniken (1887)
George Howe,Jr. (1887)
David B. J ohnson ( 1887)
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Douglas McKay (1887)
D. Latham Bryan (1898)
J. S. Muller (1898)
T. S. Bryan (1903)
R. A. Lancaster (1903)
A. C. Moore (1903)
J. S. Verner (1903)
G. A. Wauchope (1903)
L. T. Wilds (1903)
T. S. Kinkead (1913)
R. L. Moore (1913)
W. H. Townsend (1913)
F. F. Whilden (1913)
W. S. Curren (1915)
Charles]. Catf' (1915)
B. M. English (1915)
J. T. Gray (1915)
W. D. Love (1915)
FitzHugh McMaster (1915)
David Cardwell (1919)
S. B. McMaster (1919)
John W. Simpson (1919)
J. A. Stoddard (1919)
Cyrus H. Baldwin ( 1922)
Hayward T. Baylis (1922)
T. Hal Dick (1922)
William D. Melton (1922)
A. C. Squier (1922)
Wyatt A. Taylor ( 1922)
John M. Bateman (1925)
L. W.Jarman (1925)
S. L. Miller, Sr. (1925)
Thornwell Muller (1925)
B. L. Parkinson ( 1925)
C. Fred Williams (1925)
E. S. Cardwell (1929)
Percival Jamieson (1929) *
(1957)
George McCutcheon (1929)
W. S. Neil (1929)
C. F. Piper (1929) * (1950)
John T. Sloane (1929)
Reed Smith (1929)
James S. Verner (1929)
J. W. Wassum (1929)
Robert G. Bell (1933)
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E. L. Craig (1933)
E. P. Davis (1933)
J. H. Eleazar (1933)
Lee A. Lorick (1933)
P. V. Mikell (1933)
J. M. Ray (1933)
H. M. Shannon (1933) * (1949)
E. T. Burdell, Sr. (1934)
W. F. Cleveland (1934)
W. B. Guy (1934)
F. M. Hair (1 934)
David R. Hopkins ( 1934)
Henry S.Johnson (1934)
James A. Neal (1934)
Marion Rich (1934) * (1948)
C. P. Robinson ( 1934)
W. L. Williamson (1934)
E. L. Green (1936) * (1947)
J. C. Lott (1936)
D. S. Matheson (1936)
U. R. Updike (1936)
Thomas M. Watts (1936)
B. C. Church (1937)
S. L. Latimer, Sr. (1938)
Walter]. Bristow (1939) * (1976)
E. 0. DePass (1939)
William Peter Beckman (1940)
William C. Morton (1940)
Neill W. Macaulay (1940) * (1980)
Frank P. McGowan (1940)
James M. Smith (1940)
Joel E. Elcan (1941) * (1952)
Charles B. Elliott (1941) * (1955)
S. R. Spencer (1941)
M. E. Tatem (1941)
R. B. Cunningham,Jr. (1942)
Harold M. DeLorme ( 1942)
Job H. Little (1943) * (1976)
Clarke W. McCants, Sr. (1943)
Eugene H. Salmon (1943)
W. P. Baldwin ( 1944)
Fred H . Gantt (1944)
David M. Bankhead (1945)
Nicholas Peay (1945)* (1949)
L. Welford Pollard (1945) * (1972)
Charles C. Foster (1946) * (1990)
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Joe H. Miller (1946)
JesseS. Agnew (1947)
C. Mays Earle (1947) * (1970)
Charles F. Elliott (1947)
Lucius B. Lee (1947)
Robert B. Cunningham, Sr. (1948)
Fred Howard Parker (1948) *
(1979)
J ohn C. B. Smith (1948) * (1984)
Roy G. Smarr (1948)
]. Theron Woodward (1948)
E. Dex Goodwin (1949)
Sam L. Latimer, Jr. (1949)
Colin C. Murchison (1949)
W. Frank Taylor (1949) * (1971)
William L. Heinz (1950)
Sam A. McPherson (1950)
J. Lester Perkins (1950)
Charles]. Cate,Jr. (1951) * (1982)
Walter T. Love (1951)
]. M. Harris Fitzgerald (1952) *
(1972)
William D. Fulton (1952)
Boyd B.Johnson (1952)
Guy F. Lipscomb, Sr. (1952)
George E. Prince (1952)
Wingate Waring ( 1952)
Otis W. Livingstone (1953) * (1973)
Thomas D. Temple (1953)
James C. Dozier (1953) * (1969)
Thomas B. Whaley (1953) * (1991)
William T. Linton (1953)
Guy F. Lipscomb,Jr. (1953)
John D. MacRae (1953)
William N. Cork (1954)
Walter G. Edwards, Sr. (1954) *
(1982)
Arthur B. Everett (1954) * (1972)
Edward C. Salley (1954) * (1984)
T. Clyde Whetsell ( 1954)
T. Smyth Flinn (1955)
Robert]. McCarley,Jr. (1955) *
(1990)
F. DeVere Smith (1955) *
(posthumously 199~)
Lester H. Bohm (1956)
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James N. Caldwell (1956)
J. F. Diggs (1956)
Karl M. Lippert (1956) * (1984)
john Gregg McMaster (1956)
Lewis F. Robinson (1956)
j ack M. Scoville (1956)
Robert L. Sumwalt (1957)
John C. Heslep (1958)
Manly E. Hutchinson (1958) *
(1977)
S. C. McMeekin ( 1958)
E. S. Cardwell,Jr. (1959)
Henry C. Garrett (1959)
AJex. D. Graham (1959)
Theodore J. Ledeen ( 1959)
Patrick C. Smith (1959) * (1992)
Richard C. Strachan (1961)
Eddie M. Williams,Jr. (1961)
Richard B. Wilson (1961)
Samuel Clarke, Sr. (1962) * (1990)
John I. Rice (1962) * (1971)
D. C. Brooks (1963)
C. M. Gittinger (1963)
j ohn H. Laffitte (1964)
Clarke W. McCants, Jr. (1964)
J ohn Thompson (1964)
Frank G. Vance (1964) * (1969)
Robert C. Aiken (1965)
Robert C. Walker (1965)
James N. Caldwell,Jr. (1967)
Wilton B. Fowler (1967)
JackS. Graybill (1967)
J ames Mcintosh (1967)
William E. Gore (1968)
john H. Haynes, Sr. (1968)
M. Tucker Laffitte,Jr. (1968)
FrankS. Smith, Sr. (1968)
Claude M. Walker (1968) * (1993)
John C. Floyd, Sr. ( 1968)
Rollin E. Godfrey (1969)
Thomas E. McCutchen (1969)
Roy A. Little, Jr. (1970)
0. P. Newman (1970)
0. Wilson Farrell (1970)
Kermit H. Potts (1971)
Daniel W. Hollis (1971)
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Fred H. Gantt, Jr. (1972)
F. Lockeha rt Mays (1972)
Joseph H. Miller (1972)
JohnS. Walker (1972)
William F. Blackbu rn (1973)
John H . Doudou kjian (1973)
H. Bronson Smith ( 1973)
Charles H. Cate (1974)
John M. Cooper, Jr. (1974)
Joseph M. Cunning ham,Jr. (1974)
George M. Floyd (1974)
Hugh McMaster Chapma n (1975)
Alexand er Grant Donald (1975)
Edward 0. Hunter, Jr. (1975)
John Samuel Herin (1975)
Carter Lee Redd,Jr. (1975)
Harold C. Reynolds (1975)
W. Patrick Dorn,Jr. (1976)
Walker L. Hudson (1976)
John R. McPher son (1976)
J. Thomas Smith (1976)
William C.Jame s,Jr. (1977)
G. Raymon d McElve en,Jr. (1977)
E. Chandle r McNair (1977)
Charles A. Jones (1977)
J. Walker Clarke (1978)
John H. Haynes, Jr. (1978)
Robert W. Horne, Sr. (1978)
Robert L. Sumwalt,Jr. (1978)
Barton K. Yount III (1978)
Joseph W. Taber,Jr . (1978)
Kaufma n Bell (1979) * (1991)
Clarence H. Bistline (1979) *
(1990)

Charles A. Jenning s (1979)
Harris Barnes, Jr. (1980)
Charles E. Carpent er, Jr. (1980)
Karmy Murdich ian (1980) * (1991)
Philip Rollinson (1980)
James H. Turner (1980)
Clarenc e D. Bellamy (1980)
Wilson W. Farrell (1981)
William Randolp h Folks, Jr. (1981)
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T. Mack Crawfor d (1981)
Henry D. Foster, Jr. (1982)
Gordon S. Query (1982)
Wallace L. Reed (1982)
Jerry C. Whitley (1983)
John C. Floyd,Jr . (1984)
Donald L. McLaur in (1984)
Henry C. Nelson, Jr. (1984)
William B. Curtiss (1985)
R. Davis Howser (1985)
Robert E. McElveen II (1985)
Walter G. Edwards, Jr. (1985)
S. Calhoun McMeekin , Jr. (1985)
Curtis C. Jones ( 1985)
David E. Mynatt (1986)
J. Key Powell (1986)
David E. Tribble (1986)
John 0. Bumgar dner (1986)
Richard deMont mollin (1986)
Zeke H. Montgo mery (1986)
A. Eugene Groves (1987)
Harry G. Salley (1987)
O.Jack Kaneft,J r. (1987)
Arthur D . Mosher (1988)
Charlto n E. Law ( 1988)
Otis Jack Matthews (1988)
Pride G. Ratterre e (1988)
William E. DeLoache,Jr. (1989)
LeifE. Maseng (1989)
Marion E. Burns (1990)
James M. Kirby (1990)
Leroy L. Phaup (1990)
Robert L. Dargan II (199 1)
William B. DePass, Jr. (1991)
Kenneth B. Wingate (1991)
Stephen G. Deller (1991)
Roy R. Schneid er (1991)
Eric W. Ruschky (1992)
William 0. Sweeny III (1992)
James R. Augusti ne (1992)
Robert H . Philp,Jr . (1992)
Denis Yeo (1992)
B. Palmer McArth ur (1993)
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH PRESIDENTS
from 1935-1982
Mrs. J. M. H. Fitzgerald
Mrs. David H opkins

Mrs. W. C. Abel
Mrs. L. W. Pollard
Mrs. L. M. Milling
Mrs. Clyde S. Mattison
Mrs. J. M. Ray
Mrs. F. DeVere Smith
Mrs. L. W. Pollard
Mrs. S. B. McMaster
Mrs. Austin Butler
Mrs. Bruce C. Baker
Mrs. Boyd B. Johnson
Mrs. W. P. Backman
Mrs. Frank W. Smith

Mrs. Dixon B. Brown
Mrs. C. H . Bistline
Mrs. E. C. Salley
Mrs. Samuel Clarke, Sr.
Mrs. R. Patten Watson
Mrs. Richard B. Wilson
Mrs. J ack Scoville
Mrs. Eddie M. Williams
Mrs. M. Tucker Laffitte, Jr.
Mrs. W. Powers McElveen
Mrs. Charles A. J ones
Mrs. Harris Barnes, Jr.

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH PRESIDENTS (ARP)
from 1982-1995
Mrs. F. Lockehart Mays (Miriam)
Mrs. Raymond Spagnolo (Marian)
Mrs. John S. Walker (Dolores)
Mrs. Fred H. Gantt,Jr. (Henrietta)
Mrs. Ann R. McCain
Mrs. Henry S. Hastings (Phyllis)
Mrs. George D. Haimbaugh, Jr. (Kay)

Mrs. G. Raymond McElveen, Jr. (Harriet)
Mrs. Henry D. Foster (Marshall)
Mrs. Robert R. Taylor (Beverly)
Mrs. Hardwick Stuart, Jr. (Rose)
Mrs. William B. Wells (Charlene)
Mrs. James M. Kirby (Charlotte)
Mrs. Gordon S. Query (Leona)
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH HONORARY
LIFE MEMBERS (with date of election)
Miss Genevieve Marchant (1940)
Mrs. James W.Jackson (1942)
Mrs. W. L. Dunavant (1947)
Mrs. C.J. Hill (1948)
Mrs. Charles Wright (1952)
Mrs. Leslie H. Patterson (1957)
Mrs. A. B. Everett (1959)
Miss Elizabeth English (1959)
Mrs.James Montgomery (1960)
Mrs. F. S. Brockman (1960)
Miss Susan McD. Currell (1960)
Mrs. Virginia McM. Foard (1960)
Mrs. H. W. McCreight (1960)
Mrs. Fred Gantt (1962)
Mrs . Arthur Martin (1962)
Mrs. Hayward Baylis (1966)
Mrs. E. T. Burdell (1966)
Mrs. G. F. Lipscomb, Sr. (1966)
Mrs. John C. Lott (1967)
Mrs. T. Smyth Flinn (1968)
Mrs. Ralph K. Foster (1968)
Mrs. Clarke W. McCants (1968)

Mrs. L. W. Pollard (1970)
Mrs. M. B. Robinson (1970)
Mrs. Raymond C. Lynch (1971)
Mrs. William L. Heins ( 1972)
Miss Elise Heriott (1972)
Mrs. Elliott E. Dodson (1973)
Mrs. Boyd B. Johnson (1973)
Mrs. Neill W. Macaulay (1974)
Mrs. S. R. Spencer (1975)
Mrs. C. Wilmot Brown (1975)
Mrs. Samuel Clarke, Sr. (1976)
Mrs. Joseph A. Neal (1976)
Mrs. F. DeVere Smith (1976)
Mrs. C. Mays Earle ( 1977)
Mrs. T. R. Bethune (1978)
Mrs. Fred H. Parker (1978)
Mrs. Jack Scoville ( 1978)
Mrs. Wm. F. Blackburn (1979)
Miss S. Frances Taber (1979)
Miss Ella Sloan Wyman (1979)
Mrs. E. 0. Hunter (1980)
Mrs. Charles A. Jones (1980)
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Mrs. C. V. Salmond (1980)
Miss ClaraAlbergotti (1981)
Mrs. Arthur Laird (1981)
Mrs. E. M. Schlaefer (1981)
Mrs. Job H. Little (1981)
Mrs. E. C. Salley (1982)
Mrs. Patrick C. Smith (1982)
Mrs. Clarence Bistline (1983)
Mrs. Robert McCarley (1983)
Mrs. Andrew Norgan (1983)
Mrs. Herbert Racoff (1983)
Mrs. Harris Barnes (1984)
Mrs. M. E. Hutchinson (1984)
Mrs. Robert C. Walker (1984)
Mrs. H. S. Hastings (1985)
Mr. Robert W. Horne, Sr. (1985)
Mrs. F. M.Joye (1985)
Mrs. S.C. McMeekin (1985)
Mrs. Warren M. Wardlaw (1986)
Mrs. R. Patten Watson,Jr. (1986)
Mrs. Charles C. Foster (1987)
Mrs. M. Tucker Laffitte, Jr. (1987)
Mrs. W. Powers McElveen ( 1987)
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Mrs.John S. Walker (1987)
Miss Elinor F. Fisher (1988)
Mrs. Fred Hay Gantt (1988)
Mrs.]. Smith Harrison (1988)
Mrs. Raymond Spagnola (1988)
Mrs. Lockehart Mays (1989)
Miss Sadie Snowden (1989)
Mrs. Claude Moore Walker (1989)
Mrs. Glen E. Craig (1990)
Mrs. Walter G. Edwards,Jr. (1990)
Mrs. George Dow Haimbaugh
(1990)
Mrs. Donald Hoshaw (1990)
Mrs. Samuel Lever (1990) .
Mrs. Gordon S. Query (1991)
Mrs. Marion W. Dantzler (1992)
Mrs. Ann R. McCain (1992)
Mrs. Dave M. Pennington (1992)
Mrs. Harold W. Von Nessen (1992)
Mrs. 0. L. Ussery (1993)
Mrs. John F. Hooker (1993)
Mrs. William H. Mapp,Jr. (1993)
Mrs. W. Randolph Folks, Jr. (1993)
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PETITION FOR INCORPORATION
1813)

anne

To the Honorable
President of the Senate of the State
of South Carolina
The humble petition of the subscribers inhabiting Columbia
sheweth,
That they have formed themselves into a Congregation for the purpose of celebrating the regular solemn & public worship of Almighty
God, according to the Presbyterian form of service & discipline. And
they find it necessary to obtain an act of Incorporation to enable
them to give full effect to their Intentions.
They therefore pray that they may be Incorporated as a religious society by the name & title of "the first Presbyterian Church in the Town
of Columbia," with the usual privileges of such corporations.
John Hooker
Ainsley Hall
B. R. Montgomery
Robert Haile
James Davis
G. Chapman
H. T. McGowan
William F. DeSaussure
J. Richardson
Thomas Taylor, Jr.

Thomas Taylor, Sr.
Henry Wm. DeSaussure
James Douglas
. Henry Dana Ward
John Murphy
Thomas Lindsay
Abram Nott
Ben Haile
David Coulter
Zebulon Rudolph
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CORPORATION CHARTER GRANTED BY THE
SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(December 18, 1813)
. .. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid that the persons
who have formed themselves into a congregation for the purpose of
Religious worship according to the Presbyterian service and discipline in the town of Columbia and all those who may hereafter regularly become members of that congregation shall be and they are
hereby declared to be a body corporate indeed and in law by the
name and style of the first Presbyterian Church in the Town of Columbia. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid that the balance
of monies arising from the sale of two acres of land originally destined as sites for places of public worship but lately disposed of for the
purpose of purchasing land in a situation better adapted for a public
burial ground after completing the payments on said purchase shall
be equally divided between the following four named religious societies viz, the Protestant Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian, Baptist &
Methodist congregations of the Town of Columbia for the benefit
and use of the said named congregations forever. . . . And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid that the lots no. thirty seven, thirty
eight, thirty nine and forty being the one half of the old burying
ground in the town of Columbia be appraised by Col. Thomas Taylor,

379
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Judge Gaillard, and Judge DeSaussure and as soon as such appraisement shall be made the Intendant and Wardens of the said Town are
authorized and are hereby required to convey the said lots to the first
Presbyterian Church in the Town of Columbia and to the Protestant
Episcopal Church in said Town and their successors in office forever
for the purpose of erecting churches thereon and the said appraisors
aforesaid are hereby required to divide the said lots between the said
churches in equal proportions in such manner as in their opinion will
be most advantageous to the said churches for the purposes aforesaid. Provided nev~rtheless and it is hereby enacted that before the
title shall be executed so as aforesaid the said first Presbyterian
Church and the said Protestant Episcopal Church shall pay to the
Methodist and Baptist Churches established in the said town the one
half of the sum to which said lots shall be appraised as aforesaid to be
equally divided between them for the purpose of enabling them to
finish and compleat their said Churches.
In the Senate House the eighteenth
day of December in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred
and thirteen and in the thirty
eighth year of the American Independence.
Savage Smith President of the
Senate
John Geddes Speaker of the House
of Representatives
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ARTICLES OF FAITH AND THE COVENANT
OF THE ·(FIRST) PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
COLUMBIA, S. C. (1850)
That the world may know what we as Christians profess to believe
and engage to do, I read for your public assent and approbation the
following summary of our faith and covenant engagement:

1. We believe that there is one living and true God, the Creator,
Preserver and Governor of this and all worlds; and that this God subsists in a wonderful, mysterious, incomprehensible manner, in three
persons, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who are equal in all perfection and but one God.
2. We believe the Sacred Scriptures of the Old and New Testament
to be the inspired Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith
and practice.
3. We approve of the Confession of Faith, of the Larger and Shorter
Catechisms and of the discipline of the Presbyterian church as
adopted and ratified by the church in these United States, and we
adopt these standards as the rule of our faith and practice, so far as
they are consistent with the Word of God.
4. In a particular manner, we believe that God made man upright,
but that he, by sin, broke covenant with God, and thus brought him381
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self and all his posterity under the awful curse of God into a state of
total corruption and infinite guilt and misery.
5. We believe that God in his boundless mercy, out of his mere
good pleasure, hath sent his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, in union with
our nature, into our world to redeem and save sinners. That this Saviour, by his obedience, sufferings and death, as made under the law,
hath made an ample atonement for sin, and wrought out a perfect
righteousness: so that whosoever believeth on him is now perfectly
justified, shall be more and more sanctified, and will persevere in
faith and holiness, being kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation.
6. We believe that all mankind in their native fallen sinful state are
so depraved and such determined enemies to God, that they never
will repent and seek the salvation of the Gospel, until their hearts are
renewed by the Holy Spirit.
7. We believe that it is the office and work of God, the Holy Spirit,
to apply the redemption of Jesus to the souls of the perishing children of men.
8. We believe that the Holy Law of God is still the rule of the Christian's duty to God and to his neighbour and to himself.
9. We believe that at the end of the world there will be a resurrection of all the bodies of the human race, both of the righteous and
the wicked. That tl1ere will also be a day ofjudgment when Christ the
Judge will sentence the wicked to eternal punishment and receive the
righteous to the full enjoyment of life eternal.

(

Do you thus believe?
THE COVENANT

You do now in the presence of God the searcher of h earts, and before the church and the world, profess to dedicate yourself to the
Lord Jehovah and to choose him, so far as you know your own heart,
to be your God, your Saviour and Sanctifier-renouncing all the ways
of sin and choosing the ways of God as your greatest happiness and
privilege and d esiring to love and serve him forever. You engage in
dependence on the grace of God to lead a holy life, to cultivate the
Spirit of Christ, to attend faithfully upon all the institutions and ordinances of God's House, as administered here, and to submit to the
discipline of the church so long as you shall remain in the place and
continue to be of the number of its members-and should you leave
us in the course of Divine Providence, it will be your duty to ask for,
as it will be ours to give, a certificate of membership and regular dis-
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mission, for h enceforward you belong to the Lord, and cannot any
more go back to the world.
You also promise to study the peace and purity of the church and
to treat all its members with all that Christian charity and kind n ess
which are so becoming the disciples of Jesus Christ, ever rem embering that "of Him the whole family in Heaven and Earth are named."
Thus you engage in the strength ofyour Lord and Saviour. You do
now profess your cordial approbation of Infant Baptism and, while
you feel grateful to you r parents for their dedication of you to God by
baptism in your infancy, you do now, as adult believers, take your baptismal engagements upon yourself; and those of you who have not
been baptized in infancy now express your desire to be baptized in
this faith which you have thus publicly professed.
In con sequence of this your public profession and covenant, I do
in the name and by the authority of the Head of the Church receive
you into the number and give you a right to all the privileges of its visible members.
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SUMMARY OF PRINCIPLES ON RECEIVING
APPLICANTS INTO COMMUNICANT CHURCH
MEMBERSIDP ADOPTED BY THE SESSION (1990)
1. The ways in which people are related to the church (as nonmembers, communicant members, or non-communicant members)
are to reflect the ways in which people are related to God (as lost,
saved, or as children of believers who have yet to profess faith).
2. Admission to communicant church membership is to reflect that
a person has a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.
3. A saving relationship to Jesus Christ involves three basic elements: (a) a knowledge of one's spiritual need; (b) personal faith in
Jesus Christ; and (c) a commitment to follow Jesus Christ in obedience.
4. Elders have the responsibility under Christ to act in His name in
receiving applicants into communicant church membership.
5. Elders must exercise this responsibility according to the teaching
of the Scriptures.
6. Elders must admit to communicant church membership only
those who, according to the criteria mentioned in (3) above, have a
saving relationship with Jesus Christ.
7. To make such a determination about a person requires elders to
have personal knowledge of an applicant's faith and commitment.
8. The concurrence of two or more elders should be required before receiving applicants into communicant membership.
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