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And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
 

(John 1:16, ESV) 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Rev. Bryan Bult  

 

PRELUDE: Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day  
  English Traditional Carol  

arr. Daniel Cole 

 Tomorrow shall be my dancing day:  
I would my true love did so chance 
To see the legend of my play, 
To call my true love to my dance: 
Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love;  
This have I done for my true love. 
 
In a manger laid and wrapped I was, 
So very poor this was my chance, 
Betwixt an ox and silly poor ass, 
To call my true love to my dance: 
Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love;  
This have I done for my true love. 
 

The Youth Chorus 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

+ HYMN:  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!” TRURO 

  Trinity Hymnal, no. 198 
 
  Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits; 
  The King of kings is drawing near, the Savior of the world is here. 
 
  A helper just he comes to thee, his chariot is humility, 
  His kingly crown is holiness, his scepter, pity in distress. 
 
  O blest the land, the city blest, where Christ the Ruler is confessed! 
  O happy hearts and happy homes to whom this King in triumph comes! 
   
  Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 
  From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy.

  
  Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide! 
  Let me thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in me reveal. 
 
  So come, my Sovereign, enter in! Let new and nobler life begin! 
  Thy Holy Spirit, guide us on, until the glorious crown be won. 

 

+ PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

+ HYMN:  “Once in Royal David’s City” IRBY 
 Trinity Hymnal, no. 225, stanzas 1-3 
    

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 
And through all his wondrous childhood he would honor and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, in whose gentle arms he lay; 
Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he. 
  

CHILDREN’S SERMON: “The True God” Ronny Hull  
Children’s Catechism #84 
Q. What is the first commandment? 
A. The first commandment is “You shall have no other gods before Me.” 
 
Children’s Catechism #85 
Q. What does the first commandment teach you? 
A. To worship the true God, and him only. 
  

 HYMN:  “Once in Royal David’s City” IRBY 
 Trinity Hymnal, no. 225, stanzas 4 and 5 
 

 And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
 For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above, 
 And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 

 
 Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
 We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 
 When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.  

 
EVENING PRAYER  

 
PRESENTATION OF EVENING OFFERINGS 

 
OFFERTORY:  Walk in Light Karen Marrolli 

 
 And we shall study war no more. 
 Come, O people,  
 O come and walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
 And we shall walk the paths of peace. 
 Come, O people,  
 O come and walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
 The night is far spent; the day is at hand. 

 
 And we shall study war no more. 
 Come, O people,  
 O Come and walk in the light of the Lord. 
 Dona nobis pacem. (grant us peace) 

 
 So let us cast off the works of night. 

 
 So we may wear a Shield of Day. 
 Come, O people,  
 O come and walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
 Evermore and evermore. Evermore and evermore. 

 
 And we shall walk in paths of peace. 
 Come, O people, 
 O Come and walk in the light of the Lord. 
 Dona nobis pacem. Based on Isaiah 2:4-5 and Romans 13:12 

 
Julie Anne Russell, violin 

+ ADVENT DOXOLOGY PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Genesis 43:1-34
  (Pew Bible, page 36)  
 
SERMON:  

 “Grace Upon Grace” Dr. Gabriel N. E. Fluhrer 
  

 PRAYER 
 
+ HYMN:  “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” HELMSLEY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Claudia and Robin Holmes 

 
After serving with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Chad, the Holmes have 
joined the World Witness Bridge Europe Team in France.  They are 
located in Nantes, France.  Their years of ministry in Chad, a French-
speaking country, makes them especially well suited for this ministry to 
immigrants and refugees.   

“Grace Upon Grace” 

Genesis 43:1-34 | Dr. Gabriel N. E. Fluhrer  

+ BENEDICTION 

 

+  CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                  HYFRYDOL  

 Trinity Hymnal, no. 196, stanza 1  
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 

Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

    POSTLUDE:  Angels We Have Heard on High  arr. Christopher Uehlein 

  
 
 
 
 
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service. 
  
Please leave any food or drink outside the Sanctuary. 
  
Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Thornwell 
Education Building. Parents of children who have been in the Nursery are 
asked to come for them promptly after the conclusion of the service. 
 
A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in 
Thornwell, Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the needs of their 
children.  
 
The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask 
deacons for a receiver. 



Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates! 
 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!  
Behold, the King of glory waits; 
The King of kings is drawing near,  
The Savior of the world is here. 
 
A helper just he comes to thee,  
His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness,  
His scepter, pity in distress. 
 
O blest the land, the city blest,  
Where Christ the Ruler is confessed! 
O happy hearts and happy homes  
To whom this King in triumph comes! 
   
Fling wide the portals of your heart;  
Make it a temple, set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ,  
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.  
 
Redeemer, come! I open wide  
my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide! 
Let me thy inner presence feel;  
Thy grace and love in me reveal. 
 
So come, my Sovereign, enter in!  
Let new and nobler life begin! 
Thy Holy Spirit, guide us on,  
Until the glorious crown be won. 



Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
 

Infant holy, infant lowly,  
For his bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, little knowing  
Christ, the babe, is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing,  
Noels ringing, tidings bringing:  
Christ the babe is Lord of all.  
Christ the babe is Lord of all.  
 
Flocks were sleeping: shepherds keeping  
Vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, heard the story,  
Tidings of a gospel true.  
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,  
Praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you.  
Christ the babe was born for you. 
            
Therefore going, thus beholding 
Christ, Emmanuel, prophesied. 
O what favor, this our Savior, 
Christ the babe is glorified. 
Let us join the angels' chorus 
For this infant, given for us. 
Christ the babe is glorified, 
Christ the babe is glorified. 



Genesis 42:1-38  
 

When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in 
Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you look at one 
another?” 2 And he said, “Behold, I have heard that 
there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy 
grain for us there, that we may live and not 
die.” 3 So ten of Joseph's brothers went down to 
buy grain in Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send 
Benjamin, Joseph's brother, with his brothers, 
for he feared that harm might happen to 
him. 5 Thus the sons of Israel came to buy among 
the others who came, for the famine was in the land 
of Canaan. 
6 Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was 
the one who sold to all the people of the land. And 
Joseph's brothers came and bowed themselves 
before him with their faces to the ground. 7 Joseph 
saw his brothers and recognized them, but he 
treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to 
them. “Where do you come from?” he said. They 
said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy 
food.” 8 And Joseph recognized his brothers, but 
they did not recognize him. 9 And 
Joseph remembered the dreams that he had 
dreamed of them. And he said to them, “You are 
spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the 
land.” 10 They said to him, “No, my lord, your 
servants have come to buy food. 11 We are all sons 
of one man. We are honest men. Your servants have 
never been spies.” 



12 He said to them, “No, it is the nakedness of the 
land that you have come to see.” 13 And they said, 
“We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of 
one man in the land of Canaan, and behold, the 
youngest is this day with our father, and one is no 
more.” 14 But Joseph said to them, “It is as I said to 
you. You are spies. 15 By this you shall be tested: by 
the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go from this place 
unless your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send 
one of you, and let him bring your brother, while 
you remain confined, that your words may be 
tested, whether there is truth in you. Or else, by the 
life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” 17 And he put 
them all together in custody for three days. 
 
18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this 
and you will live, for I fear God: 19 if you are 
honest men, let one of your brothers remain 
confined where you are in custody, and let the rest 
go and carry grain for the famine of your 
households, 20 and bring your youngest brother to 
me. So your words will be verified, and you shall 
not die.” And they did so. 21 Then they said to one 
another, “In truth we are guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when 
he begged us and we did not listen. That is why this 
distress has come upon us.” 22 And Reuben 
answered them, “Did I not tell you not to sin against 
the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes 
a reckoning for his blood.” 23 They did not know 



that Joseph understood them, for there was an 
interpreter between them. 24 Then he turned away 
from them and wept. And he returned to them and 
spoke to them. And he took Simeon from them and 
bound him before their eyes. 25 And Joseph gave 
orders to fill their bags with grain, and to replace 
every man's money in his sack, and to give them 
provisions for the journey. This was done for them. 
26 Then they loaded their donkeys with their grain 
and departed. 27 And as one of them opened his 
sack to give his donkey fodder at the lodging place, 
he saw his money in the mouth of his sack. 28 He 
said to his brothers, “My money has been put back; 
here it is in the mouth of my sack!” At this their 
hearts failed them, and they turned trembling to 
one another, saying, “What is this that God has 
done to us?” 
 
29 When they came to Jacob their father in the land 
of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to 
them, saying, 30 “The man, the lord of the 
land, spoke roughly to us and took us to be spies of 
the land. 31 But we said to him, ‘We are honest 
men; we have never been spies. 32 We are twelve 
brothers, sons of our father. One is no more, and the 
youngest is this day with our father in the land of 
Canaan.’ 33 Then the man, the lord of the land, said 
to us, ‘By this I shall know that you are honest men: 
leave one of your brothers with me, and take grain 
for the famine of your households, and go your 



way. 34 Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I 
shall know that you are not spies but honest men, 
and I will deliver your brother to you, and you 
shall trade in the land.’” 
 
35 As they emptied their sacks, behold, every man's 
bundle of money was in his sack. And when they 
and their father saw their bundles of money, they 
were afraid. 36 And Jacob their father said to them, 
“You have bereaved me of my children: Joseph is 
no more, and Simeon is no more, and now you 
would take Benjamin. All this has come against 
me.” 37 Then Reuben said to his father, “Kill my 
two sons if I do not bring him back to you. Put him 
in my hands, and I will bring him back to 
you.” 38 But he said, “My son shall not go down 
with you, for his brother is dead, and he is the only 
one left. If harm should happen to him on the 
journey that you are to make, you would bring 
down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.” 



Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
 

Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 
Once for favored sinners slain; 
Thousand, thousand saints attending 
Swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
God appears, on earth to reign. 
 
Ev’ry eye shall now behold him 
Robed in dreadful majesty; 
Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
Shall the true Messiah see.  
 
Ev’ry island, sea, and mountain, 
Heav’n and earth, shall flee away; 
All who hate him must, confounded, 
Hear the trump proclaim the day: 
Come to judgement! Come to judgement! 
Come to judgement! Come to judgement, come away! 
 
Now Redemption, long expected, 
See in solemn pomp appear! 
All his saints, by man rejected, 
Now shall meet him in the air. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
See the day of God appear! 
            (Over) 



Yea, amen! Let all adore thee, 
High on thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for thine own: 
O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly; 
Alleluia! Come, Lord, come. 
 

 
May the Peace 

 
May the peace of God our heav’nly Father, 
And the grace of Christ the risen Son, 
And the fellowship of God the Spirit 
Keep our hearts and minds within his love. 
  
And to him be praise for his glorious reign, 
From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n; 
We declare the name of the Lamb once slain, 
Christ eternal, the King of kings. 


