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I have been thinking about the Hebrew people of the Old Testament a lot recently. My two-year old, Levi, 
really likes reading the Bible. It’s a part of our night time routine. But for a while he would always want to go 
back and reread previous stories instead of moving ahead to the next one. So I’ve spent a lot of time in the 
Genesis/Exodus parts of the Children’s Bible. It’s shown me that God’s people really were incredible during 
that time. From Abram being willing to obey the Lord and pack up his family and all he knew and go to an 
unknown place to the entirety of the Hebrew people wandering the desert in search of the promised place 
God had prepared for them…it is simply incredible. 

Right now, our church is within its own time of transition and change. We are traversing from that which we 
have known into a new and hopeful future. We do so, first and foremost, knowing that the Lord goes before 
us. Just as the pillars of cloud and fire set the path for the Hebrew people, so too does God set a path for us. 
One where we cannot see the details clearly at the moment but instead have the opportunity to faithfully 
rest in the promise and goodness of our Lord who has led us through the last 150 years of ministry.

There were times where the journey was difficult for God’s people. Believe it or not, there were even people 
who complained about the walking and the waiting and many other things. But in each instance, God’s people 
were provided for. Time after time, God reminded them they were not alone. The Lord gave them water and 
bread and quail. The Lord gave them leaders to instruct and guide them. The Lord gave them a promise. 

Church family, I know that any time of transition can have its moments of uncertainty and anxiety. As we 
faithfully journey through our own in the coming months, I would ask that you focus on the goodness and 
faithfulness of our God. Remember that our Lord has guided this community through chapters much like 
this in the past. Encourage the leaders who seek to serve you. Our session of elders, deacons, and countless 
committees and teams are working and praying hard for the Lord to continue to use our church as a platform 
for hope and wholeness in our community of Bloomington-Normal. Take heart and faith knowing that our 
God has a bright and exciting future set before our church. We need simply to walk together, in faith, toward 
that promise.

A NOTE FROM PASTOR MATT WILCOX



TEACHER INFORMATION BREAKFAST
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

AUG. 25, 9:15-10AM

Enjoy breakfast while Ann Lamkey shares some highlights for the coming year.

JUICE DONATIONS 
We are currently in need of apple or white 
grape juice for coffee hour on Sundays. 
Donations can be put on the counter in the 
kitchen on the main level. Thank you for your 
ongoing generosity.

CARE & SHARE DONATIONS
August donations will go Home Sweet Home 
Ministries. Their current needs are: canned chicken 
and tuna, cooking oil, pasta sauce, canned pasta 
meals, cereal, peanut butter, low sodium food items, 
bottled water, and 100% fruit juices.



AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

If you would like to be added/removed from the monthly birthday list, please 
contact Anne Lunt, Administrative Assistant, at alunt@firstpresnormal.org, or 
call the church office at (309) 452-4459. 

Eddie Harris
Jane VanSchelt
James Turley
Suzanne Hinthorn
Melissa Palma
Betsy Blanks
Sandra Harmon
Kurt Swearingen
Matthew Swearingen
Brayden Stombaugh
Sharon Heitz
Kylie Thompson
Angela Brant
Mylea White
Dave Lemmon
Jason Pokrzywinski
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Sverre Olsen
William Schaup
Ken Hoepker
John Anderson
Rachel Carpenter
Lena Flitz
Dorothy Lambert
Douglas Schwalm
Dick Baley
Cindy Schrantz
Kristin Harms
Jeanne Olson
Robert Schwalm
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Ryan Ehredt
Matt Johnson
Kaeleigh Hinthorn
Kathyrn Gillespie
Michael Hager
Joan Chapman
Rob Kelley
Erin Cheeseman
Lauren Seyller
Cheryl Hoepker
Joan Sloneker
Charlotte Cooney
Dave Seyller
Gene Pish
Judy Ehlers
Dave Blanks
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GREEN CORNER NEWS: LIBRARY RESOURCES
If you have environmental books about renewable energy that you would like to share,
the Green Team is gathering books for our library, for both children and adults. You 
can check out the Green Books for children and adults already in our library. Contact 
Marilea White with questions at (309) 451-1790.

2019 RUMMAGE SALE - SAVE THE DATE & YOUR STUFF!
Mark your calendars!  This year’s church-wide rummage sale will be Saturday, October 5th, 8am-1pm, and we 
need your help in three ways:

 1.  Set aside all that great stuff you CAN live without to donate to the sale, such as children’s clothing, 
  adult coats and outerwear, sports equipment, office materials, small furniture items, books, CD’s,  
  jewelry, purses, suitcases, linens and bedspreads, tools, pictures and lots more.  Please no adult clothing 
  or old style TV’s. The things you don’t need might be very important to someone else.  
 2.  We need volunteers! You can sign up to help during the week leading up to the sale or on the 
  day of the sale. A volunteer information table will be outside the sanctuary on several Sundays
  in September.  
 3.  Come shop with us! There are going to be a lot of bargains, bring your friends too!

The proceeds this year will go to environmental causes including the Ecology Action Center and the newly 
forming First Pres Green Team. Please feel free to contact either Becky or Rob with questions.

Becky Mentzer
becky.mentzer@gmail.com
(309) 826-1308

Rob Mentzer
rementz@yahoo.com
(309) 824-0966



SPOTLIGHT 

ON MISSION

In the 25th chapter of Matthew, Jesus tells his disciples about the final judgment. Some are deemed 
righteous because when they ministered to others they were, in effect, ministering to the Lord 
himself. One specific ministry He mentioned was visiting prisoners. Here at First Pres, we minister 
to prisoners and the formerly imprisoned in a number of ways. Some of our members have been 
involved in prison ministry on an individual basis.  A more recent church-wide ministry is the “Fresh 
Start” clothing pantry, which collects clothing articles for soon-to-be-released prisoners. We also 
provide direct financial support through our local mission budget to Mom and Me Camp, the Joy Care 
Jobs Partnership, and YWCA’s Labyrinth Outreach Services to Women program. In addition to budget 
support, a number of our members volunteer in these ministries.

The Mom and Me Camp program provides a unique opportunity for 7 to 12 year old children whose 
mothers are inmates at the Logan and Decatur Illinois Correctional Centers. For three days, the children 
participate in a day-camp at the prison with their mothers. Each evening, the children return to East 
Bay Camp, Lake Bloomington, for swimming, hiking, boating and the fellowship of a summer camping 
experience. Mom and Me Camp was organized in 2002 by volunteers from the Correctional Center 
for the purpose of bringing inmates together with their children in supportive Christian experiences. 
Maintaining any semblance of normal, healthy family relationships is extremely challenging when a 
parent is incarcerated. Mom and Me Camp is one way to make a difference.

The Joy Care Center was founded in 1993 by a coalition of local clergy, judicial, business and community 
volunteers.  Joy Care’s purpose is to assist those released from prison into Bloomington-Normal, 
strengthening and improving spiritual and practical skills with the goal of seeing them become 
contributing members of their families, churches and communities. The Jobs Partnership program 
was founded in North Carolina with similar objectives, and has expanded to become a national 
program. Bloomington’s Joy Care Center is the local provider for the Jobs Partnership program. With 
no paid staff and financial support from individuals, churches, social service agencies and businesses, 
Joy Care has had phenomenal results. They have helped more than 1,500 individuals, with only 19 
lost back into the Department of Corrections. Programs include classes, mentoring, employment 
assistance, transportation assistance, a food bank, a clothing bank, a support group and Bible study.

The Labyrinth program offers reintegration services to formerly incarcerate women residing in McLean 
County, with the vision to significantly reduce recidivism. Upon assessing each woman’s needs, 
Labyrinth staff and volunteers provide support and guidance for clients to obtain the resources to aid 
them on their new journey. Labyrinth is a liaison to social service agencies that provide essential services 
including state identification, transportation assistance, medical services, education, employment 
skills, clothing and other personal needs. Specific programs include mentoring, economic and 
employment services, transitional housing and case management. Volunteer opportunities include 
mentoring formerly incarcerated women (training required), cleaning/maintenance/yard work at the 
transitional housing facility, and clerical work (training required).

-Mission Peace Justice Committee


