
As October goes by, I am reminded how thankful I am for this 
community of faith at First Presbyterian Church of Normal. Oc-
tober is widely observed as “Pastor Appreciation Month” and 
hopefully provides pastors the opportunity to feel the love and 
support of the congregations they serve. I am fortunate to be 
part of and serve our family of faith here and am continually 
reminded of how much this church loves me and my family. It 
is a gift, more rare than maybe many of us realize. I truly do not 
know where myself, Caitlin, and our boys would be after what 
we endured in the Spring without this place, and all of you. And 
as thankful as I am for the appreciation and affection that comes 
my way, I feel it is so important to celebrate and acknowledge 
those leaders and servants who don’t have their own appreci-
ation month. We are so blessed to have many who give sacrifi-
cially and passionately to all of the ministries and missions of 
our church. We have an incredible staff, a remarkable session of 
elders, compassionate deacons, and such an astounding group 
of volunteers who serve in so many ways. Our children and stu-
dents are fostered because of these volunteers. The facility and 
gardens of our church are breath-taking because of these vol-
unteers. Small groups and classes are offered because of these 
volunteers. Bulletins folded, soundboards managed, envelopes 
sealed, prayer-squares knit, welcomes given, meals served, and 
so much more…all because of the incredible servants who vol-
unteer here within our church. To each and every one of you 
- thank You!

-Pastor Matt Wilcox

First Presbyterian Church in Normal

“WEIRD”
MESSAGE SERIES

The Bible is filled with all sorts 
of people, each as unique as 
the last. Still, it doesn’t take a 
scholar to identify that there are 
some figures in Scripture more 
odd than others. 

One such individual is the man 
known as John the Baptist. This 
forerunner of Jesus is, if we’re 
honest, just plain weird. And 
this figure will be the focal point 
of our next message series be-
ginning November 10. We will 
explore how the truly unique 
and unusual life and practice of 
John the Baptist can not only 
raise our eyebrows but also in-
crease our ability to understand 
and follow Jesus Christ. 



PLAYMATES PRESCHOOL NEWS
Playmates Preschool is collaborating with 
Westminster Village this school year.  Seniors are 
visiting our preschool periodically to participate 
in our “Intergenerational Program.”  Some of the 
seniors are First Presbyterian Church members, 
including Charline Watts, the very first Playmates 
Preschool “director” back in 1966 (and a former 
First Pres Pastor’s wife).  We are excited to see 
the relationships grow between the seniors and 
preschoolers as our year continues. Research 
shows these type of interactions are mutually 
beneficial and a blessing to all those involved.  We 
know God has good things in store for Playmates 
Preschool and Westminster residents.

NOVEMBER 17 | KEMMERER VILLAGE 
& FAIRVIEW SCHOOL CHRISTMAS TREE
This year the Deacons are partnering with both 
Kemmerer Village and Fairview School in Unit 
5 to provide Christmas gifts for youth who 
experience emotional challenges or general lack 
of support. The Board of Deacons says, “thank 
you for your faithfulness to share the love of 
Christ”. On Sunday, November 17, select a boy or 
girl’s wishlist from the Christmas tree located in 
the church narthex. You can pick from residents 
from Kemmerer Village and/or students from 
Fairview School. It is requested that the total 
purchased for each youth be approximately 
$60.00. Cash donations, gift cards, and general 
gifts are welcomed. Bring your unwrapped gift 
for Kemmerer Village youth and/or wrapped 
gift for Fairview School students by Sunday, 
December 15. Contact Diane Brent  or Irene 
DenBesten about Kemmerer Village and William 
Schaupe about Fairview School.

Family Ministry invites you to Family Bowling 
Night! We’ll meet at the ISU lanes at the Bone 
Student Center, 5:30-7:30pm, Saturday, Nov. 23. 
We’ll have several lanes reserved (and bumpers)! 
This will be a great time for families and kids! 
We’ll also have pizza! The cost is $10 per family. 
You can sign up on the church website under the 
“Resources” tab.

ARTISANS NEEDED
The Knit-Crochet Ministry will be hosting the 
annual Artisan Sale, Sunday, December 8. The 
proceeds will go to Neville House to benefit 
victims of domestic violence. If you have an art 
or craft and would like to contribute items to the 
sale, please contact becky.mentzer@gmail.com.



NOVEMBER 15 | ALMOST LOCK-IN
The lock-in is 6-9pm. It’s glow in the dark night. 
Wear old clothes and something that is white. 
Please RSVP to alamkey@firstpresnormal.org so 
we have enough pizza! Thank you! 

We’ll begin our night in the Great Hall with sup-
per and end downstairs in the Lower Fellowship 
Hall. Please remember to bring all your items for 
Operation Christmas Child. I (Ann Lamkey) have 
the boxes and we will pack them that night. If 
you are a preschool family and are also packing 
a box, you are welcome to come and pack. Just 
let me know so I have enough food.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATES YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATES

We will begin with pizza at 7pm! Then time for 
some GAMES, FUN, & more FOOD! And may-
be, just maybe - some sleep! Pick up is at 8am 
on Saturday morning. This event is FREE! Feel 
free to bring a friend, please RSVP so we know 
how much food and supplies to have on hand. 
Please RSVP at firstpresnormal.org under the 
“Resources” tab.

Come and enjoy some tacos starting at 5:30pm. 
Trivia will start at 6pm. Please RSVP on the church 
website. The cost is $10 per person. The money 
raised will go towards funding spring semester 
youth group events. Thank you!

If you would like to receive reg-
ular updates via email about 

upcoming youth events, email 
leslie.sabick@gmail.com and 

we will add you to our mailing 
list. Thank you!



MEET THE DEACONS
Each month we’ll introduce you to another few Deacons. If you don’t see your name on any flock lists, 
please let Diane Brent know at cdianebrent@gmail.com. Deacons focus on helping members of our 

church family who are in need, by providing sympathy, support, and service.

Deacons support their flocks with personal visits, notes and calls. They respond to home communion 
requests, coordinate funeral receptions and other hospitality events as requested. Additionally, 
Deacons coordinate meals and other help for those who are in need of assistance. Deacons also 

organize numerous service projects for church participation.

O U R  D E A C O N S
2019

Debbie Brown
Irene Denbesten

Joyce & Roger Reinmann

2020

Sally Bailey
Diane & David Brent

Katie & Scott Hendereson
Fred Lamkey

2021

Darren & Angela Brant
Cheryl Hoepker

Bruce & Kathy Patterson
Sam & Shirley Redd
Jim & Rachel Wilson

SAM & SHIRLEY REDD
We joined the church in the 80s at the previous location. We have one son 
who got married this summer and is living in Kansas City. Sam is retired 
from State Farm and I’m retired from Distict 87. Sam volunteers at Advocate 
Hospital and I volunteer at Faith In Action and Advocate Adult Day Care. I 
have volunteered on committees, small groups, handbells, and was an elder 
and the Clerk of Session. We both enjoy reading and travel.

LUKE FLOCK: Gary and Ann Beck, Eldon and Carol Brewer, Michele Cheeseman, Sharon Cunningham, 
Cyndy Diedrich, Greg and Sara Frankowiak, Dorothy Lambert, Bruce and Kathy Patterson, Don and Janet 
Peters, Gene & Brenda Pish, Roger and Joyce Reinmann, Jerry and Carole Ringer, Linda Sabick, Garrett 
Scott, Todd and Susan Smith, James Thompson and April O’Keefe, Terry and Kathy Tosh, Gordon and 
Patricia Warren, Emily Wissmiller.

JIM & RACHEL WILSON
We have been married for 54 years just days after Jim graduated from 
U of I and I was already a practicing nurse at Gailey Eye Clinic. We have 
lived in IN, OH, and northern Illinois before returning to McLean County to 
farm.   We have enjoyed our five children adding three spouses and now six 
grandchildren. We retired from farming six years ago but enjoy assisting with 
planting and harvest. We enjoy fishing, birding, some travel, volunteering at 
Sugar Grove Nature Center and making sirup at home from our maple trees.
We have always been active elders in the Presbyterian churches where we 

REVELATIONS FLOCK: Our flock, Revelations, reside at Westminister Village. We have gathered twice for 
conversation, coffee and their fabulous chocolate chip cookies. Members are: Dick Baley, Shirley Bogren, 
Marianne Bullard, Elaine Burkett, Ann & David Eaton, Joan Edgren, Pat Fisher, Clara Fry, Don Haerr, 
Hyla Henderson, Edna Johnston, Mary Lou Kimble, Charlene & Dick Marley, Jean & Charles Morris, Jack 
Porter, Jim Roderick, Carol Schrantz, Kathy Sherman, Judy Stone, Marilyn Townley.

have lived and joined First Pres. in 1998. After “graduating” from teaching in the church, we like to 
participate in adult classes, small groups and mission activities. This is the first time we have been 
deacons at this church. 



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

If you would like to be added or removed from the monthly birthday list, please 
contact Anne Lunt, Administrative Assistant, at alunt@firstpresnormal.org, 
or, call the office at (309) 452-4459. 

Melissa Pish
Rowen Kruger
Lynn Litwiller
Matt Stombaugh
Jane Turley
Susan Smith
McKinley Pate
Greg Frankowiak
Marily Hargesheimer
Tyler Gatto
Grace Henderson
Clint Kruger
Maddie Woodward
Corinne Attwood
Lucy Walles

8
10
11
12
13
15
15
16
19
19
20
20
21
21
21

Ben Henderson
Kyle Pott
Karen Schulz
Glenn Kinley
Dan Cobert
Scott Henderson
Bryan Bathe
Pat Warren
Mitchell Pauley
Ella Cryer
Shirley Ryan
Allen Melzer
Claire Koh

22
22
23
24
24
25
25
25
26
26
26
27
29

Tim Rink
Wayne Nice
Will Ewan
Marilyn Townley
Brian Jome
Chris Anderson
Miriam Zappa
Josh Hoffman
Kathy Tosh
Debbie Hanchett
Scott Tippy
Jennifer Ewan
Joyce Reinmann
Scott Elder
Shelley Bruning

1
1
1
1
1
3
3
3
5
5
5
6
7
7
8



Believe it or not, Christmas shopping time is almost upon us (if you haven’t started already). Again 
this year, we will have the opportunity to provide Christmas gifts to a child through two adopt-a-child 
projects. One group of recipients are the local students at Fairview Elementary School, in Normal. 
This opportunity has grown out of our participation in the Kids Hope USA program at Fairview School. 
The second group of recipients is children residing at Kemmerer Village, near Assumption, Illinois. 
We have been actively supporting both these ministries. Here is some additional information about 
these exciting ministries.

KEMMERER VILLAGE
Kemmerer Village is a mission of the Synod of Lincoln Trails of the PC(USA). Kemmerer Village 
combines the traditional spiritual beliefs of the Presbyterian Church with the high professional child 
welfare standards of today. The mission of Kemmerer Village is to help the Presbyterian Church 
fulfill its responsibility to minister to children and families who face stress and turmoil in their lives. 
Kemmerer Village carries out this mission through its direct services to individual families, and by 
assisting individuals to advocate for the needs and rights of children and families in their community. 
Kemmerer Village serves upwards of 120 children daily through its residential treatment and foster 
care programs.

The success of Kemmerer children is the top priority. 70% of clients successfully returned to a family 
home and did not require additional in-patient treatment up to 12 months following their time at 
Kemmerer.

Residents live in one of seven cottages, with a residential counselor assigned to each cottage. Each 
child is also assigned a primary therapist whose office is located in the same cottage. Therapists 
hold a master’s degree in psychology, social work or counseling. The average case load for a primary 
therapist is seven clients.

A major on-site program is regular and special education for children with educational and behavioral 
disabilities. This program is approved by the Illinois State Board of Education. Class sizes are limited 
to 4 - 8 students per teacher and teacher’s aide. Teaching staff are certified for learning disabilities, 
behavioral disabilities and severe emotional disabilities. Each child receives specialized therapy 
services provided by specially trained staff. Therapists are supervised by a licensed clinical social 
worker, and an Illinois State Board Certified child psychiatrist is employed in a consulting role.

Virtually all aspects of Kemmerer’s services revolve around therapeutic activities. An important 
component is group and individual therapeutic recreation, including art therapy, music therapy, and 
team and individual sports. One unique aspect to Kemmerer’s therapy program is equine therapy. 
On-campus horse stables, an indoor riding arena and pastures make this program possible. The 
equine therapy program has been extremely successful in helping the residents.

SPOTLIGHT ON MISSION

Continued on back...



Additional community-based services include foster care, specialized foster care, supervised 
independent living, foster care support and advocacy, and life skills training.

Kemmerer Village traces its roots to 1884, when an Assumption area farmer drafted his will, leaving 
his farm to the Presbyterian Churches of Central Illinois to create a home for the “orphans and 
friendless poor of all denominations.” The doors of Kemmerer Orphan’s Home originally opened 
in 1914. The current 60-acre campus includes the original orphanage, now used for office space, 
laundry and storage, plus more than 20 other buildings - including residential cottages, an education 
center, gymnasium and riding arena.

KIDS HOPE USA
Kids Hope USA is an expanding national network of public school-church partnerships that provide 
inspiring mentor relationships for students. Kids Hope USA builds life-changing relationships one at 
a time: One Child. One Hour. One School. One Church.

Too many students stand just one close adult relationship away from thriving in school and in life. 
This gap hinders education. Kids Hope USA provides structure, training, support and resources 
designed for use in public schools by churches to give kids what they need most – hope and love 
from a mentor.

The basic concept is for each mentor to meet with one child for one hour every week at school, 
during school hours. The top priority is relationship building activities, with time spent on academics, 
fun activities and life skills. Life-building conversations take place, together.

It is important to note that this is a relationship program, NOT a tutoring program. Some of the time 
may be spent on homework, but the primary goal is life mentoring.

All volunteer mentors must complete an application, interview and background check process. Kids 
Hope USA provides training. The church’s program director meets with the school principal or social 
worker to match mentors with students selected by the school. In addition to the program director 
and mentors, prayer partners are needed to support the mentors.

Our church has been participating in the Kids Hope USA program in partnership with Fairview School 
for several years. As a result of this ongoing partnership, we have responded to other needs that have 
come to our attention. One of these opportunities is the Christmas gift adopt-a-child program that 
will be getting underway soon. Also, our Mission, Peacemaking and Justice Committee has committed 
a portion of our local missions budget to meeting emergency needs of Fairview students. Fairview 
School administration has been promised a certain amount of funding, to be used for student needs 
at the School’s discretion. The funding generally provides such basics as shoes and winter coats for 
kids that would otherwise do without.

In response to the positive results of our involvement with Fairview School, we are investigating the 
possibilities of providing similar services to other local schools.


