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FIRST FOCUS
NEWSLETTER
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NORMAL

I’ve been thinking a lot recently about the way people communicate with 
one another; why we say what we say and how we say it. Even if English 
is the only language we claim to know, the truth is we all speak several 
languages. I always marvel a bit at individuals who possess extensive 
knowledge of technology. Even feigning to be a bit tech-savvy myself, it can 
sometimes seem like an entirely different language when an expert begins 
explaining something to me. The scientific and medical communities have 
entire encyclopedias of terms and definitions crafted explicitly for those 
fields of study and service. Even my own 6-year old can go on for minutes 
(hours?) talking about the intricacies of his favorite cartoons and movies. All 
of these and more make up languages and ways in which we communicate. 
  
But what about us? What about the followers of Jesus Christ? What 
language should we speak? Contrary to popular belief and practice, I 
don’t think heavily inundated theological jargon or what is commonly 
called Christianese are intended to be our language. Ephesians 4:25 
encourages “all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members 
of one another.” Truth and compassion should be our universal language.  
 
It should be how we speak to our families, how we speak to our neighbors, 
how we speak to our co-workers, how we speak regarding politics, how 
we speak concerning our feelings and our hopes, as well as our fears. It 
should be how we communicate in-person, over the phone, in email, on 
social media, and even how we speak to ourselves. Sadly, we know that 
is not the language everyone chooses to speak. Nonetheless, we have an 
opportunity to be an example of what it looks and sounds like to speak 
truthfully and compassionately. Let’s be that example; let’s be that voice.

ANNOUNCEMENTSA NOTE FROM PASTOR MATT WILCOX

FAREWELL FROM PASTOR DAVE TERRINONI
Dear friends and members of First Presbyterian Church, my six-month contract 
as your Transitional Teaching Elder ends on July 31. It’s hard to believe how much 
our nation and world has changed in these six months; a pandemic, live-streaming 
worship, our nation and world facing our human nature of how we treat people who 
may not look or think like “us,” and learning to live in a new “abnormal.” It’s been 
my privilege to serve among you and with your AWESOME church staff – both paid 
and volunteer staff.  Don’t worry, Vicki and I will continue to be visible in volunteer 
activities. So, as Jesus did with His disciples (Mark 6:46), I send you on your “boat” to 
the other side while I’m on the “mountain” praying for you all, the PNC, and the next 
chapter in the life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church.

AWAY ON VACATION
Pastor Matt will be away on 
vacation, August 1-9. Rev. 
Kathy Mitchell, our temporary 
teaching elder, will be available 
for any pastoral concerns or 
support. She can be reached at 
k.s.mitchell333@gmail.com or 
(309) 825-1578.

NO RUMMAGE SALE IN 2020
After careful deliberation, we 
have decided to cancel our 
annual Rummage Sale this year 
in consideration for the safety 
of our members, volunteers, 
and attendees. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL “TWEAKS”
Yes, we will have Sunday 
School in the fall, however, it 
will look a bit different than it 
has in the past. More details 
are coming soon!
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All K-5th graders are invited to the church patio, Saturday, August 15, 9:30am-noon 
for some end of summer water fun! For those who RSVP, lunch will be delivered by 
Chick-Fil-A and we’ll have plenty of water to drink. Please wear clothes that can get 
wet, bring a towel, and don’t forget shoes! There will be Super Soakers, water balloons, 
a water balloon launcher, a scavenger hunt for individually wrapped ice cream, and 
more! The cost is $10/child. Participation is limited to 40 students, and we will further 
divide those who come into groups of 10 (with a leader). Please RSVP by August 
8 at firstpresnormal.org, under the Resources tab - see the “sign-ups” dropdown. 
-Ann Lamkey, Director of Children’s Ministry

You’re invited to see our lovely 
MEMORIAL GARDEN! Phase 1 
landscaping is in place, replete with 
significant references via three trees, 
a boulder, and a weeping maple 
anchored by a beautiful cross in the 
courtyard pavers. 

MUM SALE FUNDRAISER
PROCEEDS WILL GO TO FAITH IN ACTION
Beautiful large 9” plants are available in: purple, red, orange, 
bronze, yellow and white. Prepaid orders will be taken through 
September 10, 2020. The cost is $9.50 (cash or check) or $10 if 
you’re paying with a credit card. Please call the FIA office at (309) 
827-7780 to order, or order online at: https://bit.ly/FIAMums20. 
Pick up is September 17, 10am-3pm at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
1617 E. Emerson St., in Bloomington.



THE “MISSION WORK” SECTION OF OUR WEBSITE HAS BEEN UPDATED!
The “Mission Work” tab under the “Ministries” tab of our website, firstpresnormal.org now includes 
a description of all the mission partners supported through our church’s missions budget. Almost all 
of these partners have their own websites, which have been linked when you click on the partner’s 
name. As you learn more about their stories, you no doubt will be inspired and challenged.

You might also ask, “How can I get involved?” First, all these partners sincerely desire and need 
our prayers and support. Of course, they all can use additional financial support as well. You can 
offer financial support by making a designated contribution to our church. As long as the intended 
recipient is clearly indicated on the memo line, we will see that the contribution is passed through 
to the mission partner. Their individual websites also generally include information on where to send 
financial support if you prefer to send it directly. For those of us looking for a more hands-on way to 
support these ministries, their websites will generally provide information about volunteer needs 
and opportunities, along with contact information.

The biggest challenge may be deciding where and how to plug in, as our mission partners provide a 
wide range of services to a wide array of constituents. A good starting point would be to study the 
particular client groups being served, to see what resonates most with you. For example, are you 
more concerned about children and youth at risk, senior citizens, prisoners, food insecurity, housing 
insecurity, healthcare, immigrants, social justice, etc.? Do you have particular skills you would like to 
put to use, such as construction skills or language skills? There should be something for everyone.

If you would like further assistance in learning about our mission partners and opportunities for 
service, feel free to contact any member of our Mission, Peacemaking and Justice Committee (Will 
Schaup, Chairperson; Bob Beerup, Kathryn Gillespie, Bob Hunt, Leslie Walker, and Marilea White). 

UPDATE FROM JEFF AND CHRISTI BOYD
MISSION WORKERS IN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 
(NOTE: THIS UPDATE IS NOW A FEW WEEKS OLD)

Christi and I are well, sheltering at our home in Kinshasa. Though the PCUSA had requested all 
mission co-workers to return to the US, we are grateful that World Mission granted us permission to 
stay in Kinshasa with the understanding that we will isolate at home, from where we normally work 
anyways. Our other PCUSA colleagues here in Kinshasa, Larry and Inge Sthreshley, likewise asked to 
stay. The Sthreshley’s are seconded to work with Interchurch Medical Assistance (IMA) World Health, 
and their focus is on public health and nutrition programs in Congo. One of the projects they’re 
undertaking is providing face masks for vulnerable people groups in Kinshasa. As a result, Christi was 
asked by IMA to work with the women of the Presbyterian Church in Kinshasa, who usually have 
sewing classes for vulnerable women that now have been canceled due to the pandemic, for the 
production of up to 25,000 masks.   
 
In Kinshasa, the virus didn’t spread as quickly as first feared which can partly be attributed to early, 
strong measures by the Congolese government. Almost immediately, schools were closed, gatherings 
of more than 20 people were banned, including worship services and funerals, and Kinshasa was 
isolated from the rest of the country with the suspension of all personal travels be it by air, land or 
river. Beginning in April, Kinshasa was supposed to go into an intermittent two-week lockdown, 

SPOTLIGHT ON MISSION



but as soon as the announcement was made, food prices spiked, which prohibited people who live 
from hand to mouth, to even meet their daily needs. So, the lockdown was annulled even before it 
got started. All people who test positive, whether they are symptomatic or not, have to stay put at 
a particular hospital. Treatments are done at a few central hospitals, but overall, the capacity here 
is very limited for a city of 12 million. The health ministry office of our partner church in Kinshasa 
is requesting help to purchase wash stations, masks, gowns, thermometers, etc. and Jeff has been 
working with our colleagues at Presbyterian World Mission to send them funds for that purpose. 
Despite the strong measures taken by the government, the risk for the virus to spread more widely in 
Kinshasa is probably high. The city quarters are crowded and lack running water for the recommended 
hygiene measures like frequent handwashing. People live day-to-day by what they can make or sell, 
and this makes it difficult for them to respect a strict stay at home request. 

The current situation has, of course, implications on our ongoing work, such as the inability to visit 
some of the schools and churches to follow-up on projects. We have needed to put on hold trauma 
healing sessions and a large training event that was planned for later this summer.  With that said, 
the reality also has allowed for new church ministries to develop, or for ministries to prepare for new 
approaches. We’re thankful for the passion and commitment with which the Presbyterian Church 
in East Kasaï (CPC/East Kasaï) has embraced a new vision for its ministry for vulnerable children. 
Support from some churches in the US for Educational Scholarship Programs for vulnerable children 
has enabled the maturation of this vision, which is much more community-based and prevention- 
oriented than the way the ministry was set up 20 years ago. It involves congregation-based foster 
families for the care of unaccompanied children rather than the current three residential centers, 
and so-called “Alert Circuits” in all CPC congregations across East Kasai to raise awareness about 
(violation of) children’s rights and identify at-risk children. This is a really encouraging development 
in which the church will be able to help more children reunite with their biological families within a 
shorter period of time, while the children find nurture in family settings during the time of transition 
rather than being institutionalized. 
 
This is a ministry that operates on less than a shoestring budget. For the restructuring to be successful, 
we’re working with the CPC to try and ensure continued support from the less-than-a-handful of 
people in the US that have been helping to finance the care, tracing, and reintegration of the children 
in the current set-up. We’ll approach a Presbyterian organization with a request to help finance the 
necessary training that will be held in each of the four Synods: one for foster families and another 
for the committee members of Alert Circuits that will be established in all 192 CPC congregations in 
East Kasai.
  
Please, pray for our partners and their communities, in particular, the restructuring of the ministry 
for vulnerable children in East Kasaï. We’d also covet your prayers for our own children and their 
health and well-being, and for ourselves. With COVID-19 symptoms, much like malaria and other 
tropical diseases, it is extra stressful in these times when someone is not feeling 100%.




