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Who was your best friend before 
the two of you met? Who was 
your neighbor before you moved 
into the neighborhood? Who 
was your spouse before that first 
encounter or date? Strangers. All 
of these people and the countless 
others that make up our networks 
of friendship and community 

FROM KATHY MITCHELLA NOTE FROM PASTOR MATT WILCOX

were all strangers until something changed. From that point on, they 
were strangers no more. They were something more, and they became 
precious to you. I fully believe that God is in the work of transforming 
strangers into friends and partners into creating community. Community 
is more than the street we live on or the name of our town; it is a part 
of the very fabric our Creator wove into each of us in our formation. But 
how does that happen, and how can we be a part of that life-giving and 
transforming work? 
 Beginning on Sunday, September 13, we will be starting a new preaching 
series called “Strangers No More.” We will look to Scripture for several 
moments where a stranger or outsider was brought into the community 
of God’s people so that we might glean wisdom as to how we too can 
engage in the work of helping strangers become friends and fellow 
followers of Jesus Christ. 

WEBSITE CHANGES
The church website, firstpresnormal.org has 
undergone many updates over the past few 
months. We now have an updated navigaton 
panel that includes a “Media” tab as well as 
an updated “Resources” tab which houses all 
of our sign-ups and church announcements. 
We also created three NEW Sunday School 
pages which will be published to the “Media” 
tab starting Sunday, September 13 for our 
Children and Youth Ministries. As announced 
in our August newsletter, our Local and Global 
Missions pages have also been updated.

Now that the Pastor 
Nominating Committee 
has begun its work, 
my role here at First 
Presbyterian will change 
to one of support for 
Pastor Matt. 

I will be working with 
Adult Education, the 
Deacons, and providing 
pastoral care along with 
Pastor Matt, as well as 
preaching monthly. 

I will be available by phone 
at (309) 825-1578 (I do 
text) or contact me by 
email at k.s.mitchell333@
gmail.com.



The Peace & Global Witness Offering encourages 
the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord 
and division, and embrace out reconciling God’s 
mission to those around the corner and around 
the world. A gift to the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering enables the church to promote the 
Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict 
and injustice across the world. 25% of this 
offering stays with our congregation to support 
peacemaking and reconciliation in our own 
community to connect with the global witness of 
Christ’s peace. 25% of this offering will go to our 
mid council, joining with other congregations 
in our area to support peacemaking work 
in our region. The remaining 50% is used by 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate 
for peace and justice in cultures of violence, 
including our own, through collaborative projects 
of education and Christian witness. This offering 
provides the means that allows us to offer 
ourselves to the pursuit of ending violence and 
bringing about reconciliation, no matter where it 
occurs in the world.

Each week, Director of Music, Philip Enge, will 
explore the stories and history of favorite hymns, 
perhaps some unfamiliar hymns, and newer songs 
of the church. Each session will include an organ 
or piano arrangement of the hymn with a brief 
discussion. This series will launch September 10. 
More information coming soon!

We are hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive, Friday, 
September 11, 1:30-5:30pm in the Great Hall. 
Masks must be worn and all safety precautions 
will be taken before entry. The Red Cross is now 
testing for Covid-19 antibodies, hopefully giving 
insight into whether one has been exposed to 
the virus. To sign up, go to redcrossblood.org and 
scroll down to September 11- First Presbyterian 
Church. If you have any questions or need help 
registering - please contact Sally Bailey at 662-
8362 or sbailey@ilstu.edu. On donation day, 
please enter through the Great Hall entrance by 
the Hershey Road parking lot. Your participation 
is most welcome - especially now, blood is 
desperately needed!

Blessings Women’s Small Group is offering a new 
study, “Divided” - September 14, 21, and 28, 
6:30-7:30pm in the Great Hall. Please sign up at 
firstpresnormal.org, under the “Resources” tab. 
Please contact Ann Lamkey with any questions.
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Adult Discipleship is excited to offer Dave Ramsey’s 
9-week course, Financial Peace University. We’ll 
meet Thursdays, 6-7:30pm, starting September 
24, in the Great Hall. This class is based on Biblical 
teachings and will teach you how to: budget, save, 
pay off debt, invest, and give generously. A sign-
up is available at firstpresnormal.org, under the 
“Resources” tab. Up to 20 people can register so we 
can comply with social distancing measures. Please 
contact Josh Hoffman at (309) 369-7272 with any 
questions.



CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY UPDATES

For Children in Grades Pre-K through 5th Grade

SEPTEMBER 13 | SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS
Join us for remote Sunday School! To access 
the Sunday School pages, please go to 
firstpresnormal.org and click on the “Media” 
tab and click on either the preschool or 
elementary drop-down. At the start of each 
lesson you will be welcomed by one of our 
amazing church families. Families may view 
the videos, Sunday-Saturday - at any time.
There will be a new lesson each Sunday!

SEPTEMBER 25 | FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
Join us, 6:30-8:30pm for Family Movie Night! 
Thank you to the Kruger family for loaning 
us their screen which we will set up on the 
north lawn. You may sit in your cars or bring 
lawn chairs. We will social distance and we’ll 
have free popcorn! We are showing the Disney 
movie, “Dora, The Lost City of Gold.” It is rated 
PG. It is an adventure movie with a great lesson 
on friendship. We can’t wait to see you there!

SEPTEMBER 14 | MISS YOU MONDAYS
I will be stopping by the homes of 4 or 5 kiddos 
each week and I’m bringing you a surprise! I 
will email you to let you know I will be arriving 
at your home, between 2:30-4:30pm. Don’t 
worry if you are not at home, I will just leave 
your surprise by your front door!  I hope to see 
you soon! - ANN LAMKEY

Ann Lamkey
Director of Children’s Ministry

Grades Pre-K Through 5th Grade

Phone: (309) 452-4459, Ext: 203



SEPTEMBER 18 | TOBY MAC CONCERT
Join us at the Harvest Moon Drive-in Theater 
to watch Toby Mac in concert. The cost is $59 
per car, with a 6 person limit per car.

S T U D E N T  & 
YOUNG ADULT
MINISTRY UPDATES

For Students in Grades 6 & Up

Youth Groups will look a little different this fall than it has in the past. Due to the pandemic, we will 
be taking as many precautions as we can to ensure everyone’s safety. We will REQUIRE that you 
have a mask with you and are wearing it while you are in the building. We will be splitting Junior and 
Senior High into different locations to make sure that we do not have too many people gathered in 
one place. Both youth groups will happen at the same time, 5:30-7:30pm. We will still be serving 
dinner at youth group. If you are not comfortable participating in dinner we welcome you to show 
up after dinner is over, at 6pm.

Our Fall 2020 calendar is available online at 
firstpresnormal.org and can be found under 
the Student & Young Adult Ministries page. 
Everything is tentative and subject to change. 

Juliette Kuhn
Director of Student
& Young Adult Ministry

PH: (309) 452-4459
Ext: 216

Feel free to call anytime 
with questions or just 
to talk!

SEPTEMBER 13 | WELCOME BACK BASH!
Our Youth Group Welcome Back Bash is on 
Sunday, September 13th, 5:30-7:30pm on the 
church patio. We will have a barbeque, play 
games, and get to know each other! We’ll 
meet on the Patio at 5:30pm.

SEPTEMBER 13 | SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS
After our Student Ministry House Church, 
we will be leading students grades 6-12 in a 
Sunday School lesson. We will also have a 
virtual option for Sunday School if you are not 
comfortable attending in-person lessons.


