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A  NOTE  FROM  PASTOR  MATT  WILCOX

Every four years, communities all across America enter into a 
season of particular tension. The weeks and months leading 
up to a presidential election is a period of time saturated with 
compelling questions and hopeful expectations. We’re also 
aware of the troubling rhetoric and defensive posturing that is 
often commonplace as well. In a time when there is a dizzying 
whirlwind of both negativity and optimism, how can the 
followers of Jesus not only endure but also maybe even serve 
as an example of God’s great compassion and love? I think it 
begins with being committed to our own Precious Platforms. 
 
Every politician has platforms they champion and hold dearly. Honestly, so does every person. We 
might not call them platforms. Values, morals, they have many names. These important and centrally-
held beliefs serve to help us weather complicated decisions and uncertain moments. As we near 
the contentious and exciting occurrence of the presidential election, we will explore three Precious 
Platforms for Christ-followers: prayer, presence, and attitude. Even as a diverse group of people with 
different opinions, with these three ideals, we can be an example of God’s love even in a season 
such as this. Our three week “Precious Platforms” message series will begin on Sunday, October 11.  

Peace & Blessings, 
Pastor Matt Wilcox

We will hold a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, October 25 
via Zoom for the purpose of:
1. Election of Elders, Deacons, and Nominating Committee
2. Amend the By-Laws to:
 a. Allow for Electronic Voting by Session
 b. Align with the Book of Order re: Approval of the   
  Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer
 c. Reflect the Presbytery as an approving party for real  
  estate transactions and loans
3. Amend the Terms of Call for Pastor Matt Wilcox (due to a  
 clerical error in previously published terms)
4. An update from the Senior Pastor Nominating Committee



SUNDAY, OCT. 4 AT 3PM 
MEMORIAL GARDEN DEDICATION
All are invited to attend the Memorial Dedication 
service here at First Presbyterian Church. Special guests 
will be seated in the courtyard of the Garden. There 
will be plenty of nearby standing-room-only spaces. 
If the family is able to attend, Hal and Anita Gilmores’ 
ashes will be inurned as part of the service. We will be 
social distancing. Please contact Carole Ringer with any 
questions. We hope you can join us!

We don’t have to take any distributions this year – nice!  BUT those tax-free distributions we may take 
to give directly to charities are still a smart way to go. In addition, by reducing the amount in your IRA 
you may find the 2021 withdrawal requirement to be lower, as it is based on the value of your account 
at year’s end.   

Now is not too early to start your request to be processed and received by First Pres in 2020! 

• Notify your IRA custodian/administrator.   
• A check can be mailed to the charity OR to you to deliver.
• Note: The check MUST be made out to the charity, not to you.

This is how I will pay toward my 2021 First Pres pledge. I invite you to join me and others who make gifts 
to our church in this way. -Bob Hunt, Legacy Committee  

This study explores how to change our perspectives and look 
at unintended and often inconvenient interruptions in our lives 
to see God offering us new opportunities and direction. This 
study will take place on Zoom. Each Sunday, we will cover one 
of the five sections of the book. Each section is roughly three 
chapters, with 40 pages total. With that said, you will be able 
to participate and enjoy the sessions even if you can’t get to 
the reading. This study will take place, October 4-November 1, 
9-9:50am on Sunday mornings.

Note, there is a linked devotional to this book called “Jonah” 
which has a summary of the book as well as daily devotionals. 
It is structured in seven sessions (differently from how we will 
present), but may be a way to enhance your experience of the 
study. Note that Amazon often shows the two together. Either 
will be useful for the study. Additionally, there are various 
YouTube clips that you may find useful, and you can search for 
them using the author’s name and the book’s title.



0CT. 15 - TREK OR TREAT DRIVE-THRU EVENT
Join us for “Trek or Treat,” Thursday, October 15, 6:30-
7:30pm. Here is how it works: Pull into our church parking lot 
using the Hershey Street entrance, STAY in your cars, drive 
slowly past the people dressed in their Halloween best, and 
they will give you prepacked goodies. If your last name begins 
with the letters A-L, please drive through between 6:30-7pm.
If your last name begins with the letters M-Z, please drive 
through between 7-7:30pm. Save the Date!

NOV. 1 | OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Preschool, elementary, and junior/senior kiddos are invited 
to participate. If you choose to help with this ministry, please 
pick up a box from Ms. Juliette or Ms. Ann, decide on the 
age of the boy or girl, fill it with small gifts, and return your 
box to the church by November 8. Junior and Senior High will 
be packing the boxes together on November 1, 5:30-7:30pm. 
Printed material will be provided soon. STAY TUNED!

OCTOBER BIRTHDAY LIST

Please contact the church office at info@firstpresnormal.org to be added or removed from this list.
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Ann Beck
LaVon Schultz
Stephen Kelly
Sara Frankowiak
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Darrin Hansing
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Michael Henderson
Rachel Smith
Tim Pantaleone
Dave Eaton
Jim Bouas
Kaien White
Larry Stahl
Abby Briggs
Kayla Byrd
Linda Berkowich
Elizabeth Hoskins
Pat Johnson
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Rose Yahnig
Marilea White
Andrea Doss
Susan Barnet
Steve Lott
Megan Florence
Diana Blair
Denver Brant
Morgan Pauley
Tom Collins
Steve Yahnig
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STEWARDSHIP 2021
Fall brings many things back into our lives each year. We start 
a new school year, a new football season, and lots of fall 
festivals are held - usually. While many of these events look 
quite different from years past, one thing remains the same: 
STEWARDSHIP season at First Pres! Committees, chairs, and 
church staff have been developing their goals for 2021, and 
of course, will need financial support to meet those goals. 

The theme for this year’s Stewardship Campaign is “Going Where God is Calling.” We will have an 
informational packet out to our church families in the coming weeks. A November message series will 
help us focus our prayerful consideration of God’s call to each of us - both in terms of monetary gifts 
and in service.



VICKI TERRINONI
I joined First Presbyterian Church of Normal about two years ago after my husband, Dave, and 
I moved to Normal. I love this community and church family. As a deacon, I hope to continue 
the tradition of loving and caring for our congregation. I am an ordained deacon from many 
years ago, and I love the mission of the office. I have twin daughters, one who lives in Normal, 
two grandsons, and a granddaughter. Another granddaughter will hopefully be born by the 
time you read this.

DIANA BLAIR
I look forward to being a sounding board, a comforter, a conveyor to appropriate sources 
where possible to all who are looking for comfort, solutions, and peace. “Here I Am, Lord.”

BYRON BLAIR
My hope for First Pres is that as we hopefully begin to meet in person in 2021, we will continue 
to be a helping community, welcoming all, and reaching out as Christian friends to those in 
need.

JOYCE MONCELLE-KAYE
I have been a member of First Pres for 15 years. I came from Second Presbyterian Church. I 
am widowed and have 1 child, my dog Babe. Previous to my retirement I was an elementary 
school teacher/counselor. I grew up in Bloomington and went to college at ISU. I am currently 
volunteering at Path and Faith in Action. I have previously been a deacon. I am looking forward 
to serving my flock.

ROSE AND STEVE YAHNIG
Rose & Steve were involved in local church ministry long before they met at Anderson University. 
Rose is an excellent pianist and was primarily involved in music ministry and Steve served in 
youth leadership roles at the state and local levels. Following their college graduation and 
marriage, they served as a team in church ministry as paid staff members and later, up to now 
as church ministry volunteers. Both have served as Elders at First Pres and as members of a 
variety of committees. Rose and Steve welcome the opportunity to serve as Deacons and look 
forward to establishing meaningful and lasting relationships with their flock.

DEACON BIOS
OCTOBER 2020 FIRST FOCUS NEWSLETTER

The following slate of candidates has been 
brought fourth by the Nominating Committee 
as future Deacons starting in 2021. We will vote 
to approve this list on Sunday, October 25 at 
11:30am during our Congregational Meeting via 
Zoom. 



E L D E R  B I O S

ERIC JOME
My wife, Sarah, and I were drawn to First Presbyterian Church because of its openness and 
embrace of all God’s children. That commitment to faith, inclusion, and making the world 
a better place is what keeps us active members of the congregation. Sarah and I have been 
married for more than 28 years and have a daughter, Bergen (24), and a son, Brian (20). I want 
to be a part of First Presbyterian’s ongoing mission to share God’s love with the world through 
caring for people and the planet. I have a particular interest in caring for Creation through 
work that supports a healthy ecosystem for people and the larger land community.

LINDA SABICK
I grew up in Fairbury, IL and have lived in Bloomington since 1987. I have been a member 
of First Pres since that time as my parents, Don and Wilma Haerr, were members here. My 
husband, Rod and I have two daughters, Leslie Walker, who is married to Cody Walker, and 
lives in Bloomington and Rachel Sabick, who lives in Berlin, Germany. 

During my working years, I worked in the finance area and am a CPA. In February 2019, I 
retired from State Farm and have been enjoying retirement. I am involved in a wonderful 
small group here at church. I also volunteer at Midwest Food Bank, As Good as Gold Golden 
Retriever Rescue of Illinois and did therapy dog work with our golden, Lucy before COVID hit. 
During my leisure I like to sew, cook/bake, knit and thrift shop. My hope for First Pres would be 
for an inclusive church family that is open, welcoming and loving to all people.  

ANDREA DOSS
Andrea Doss is originally from Clinton, Iowa, where she first met her now husband, Ken, in fifth 
grade band.  Andrea attended the University of Iowa and studied Finance and Economics.  She 
works at State Farm Insurance and is currently in the P&C Claims department. Andrea and Ken 
have two children - Rory (8) and Maia (5). The kids and their activities keep her pretty busy, but 
in her free time Andrea does enjoy reading, gardening, and cooking. She loves being outdoors 
with her family, and she is happiest on or near the water. Andrea and Ken have attended 
First Presbyterian Church since they moved to Bloomington in 2005. They felt welcome here 
immediately, and Andrea’s vision for the church is to be an inviting place where people of all 
backgrounds can be seen, heard, and loved.

SCOTT ELDER
My wife Jen and I have three children, Dylan, Devon, and Brooklynn. We have been attending 
First Presbyterian for over five years and really cherish our faith family. My hope and vision in 
the years to come is that First Pres can be and mean to many other families what it has meant 
to mine. I hope to see new families join our church family and seek Christ with us and spread 
God’s word to our community.   

The following slate of candidates has been brought fourth by the Nominating 

Committee as future elders starting in 2021. We will vote to approve this list on 

Sunday, October 25, via Zoom. More information to come.



INTRODUCTION
When the COVID-19 pandemic first became a part of the life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church of Normal, 
the Session approved a reopening plan which places a priority on the health, safety, and well-being of all who 
call this place their church home. No one could have anticipated the true marathon of creativity, ingenuity, and 
faithfulness that would have been required for this odd season that has now already lasted six months. Through 
our staff, leaders, and volunteers, our church has been faithful and fortunate to continue ministries of worship, 
discipleship, and mission, albeit in a very new and different fashion. 

There has always been a sense of anticipation and hopefulness for the ability to return to in-person worship 
when the Session of Elders adopted the offered reopening plan and affirmed the Reopening Task Force (RTF). The 
RTF members have diligently observed and considered the available metrics of data regarding COVID-19 within 
our community in addition to the wider-reaching mandates and recommendations offered by government and 
health agencies. With an equal degree of attention, the RTF has also consulted with and listened to the voices 
and feelings of our congregation. 

The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Normal has approved the below recommendation from the RTF to 
reopen the sanctuary for in-person worship. This proposal was adopted and approved with the recommendations 
to implement and enforce sanctuary worship with the measures and preparations described below. This proposal 
was adopted with an understanding that not all people who call First Pres their church home will be ready 
to return to in-person worship. We will continue all efforts of live streaming to ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to worship with their church family. This proposal serves as a first step toward the hopeful goal of 
one day bringing everyone back together for worship with no fear of contracting COVID-19. 

MOVING INTO LUKE 
First Presbyterian Church of Normal will move into a modified version of the Luke phase of the reopening 
plan by offering in-person worship during one service at 10 a.m. beginning on Sunday, October 11. The RTF 
intends to gather data and gauge how many people wish to gather in-person in the first few weeks after the 
sanctuary is reopened. Having one service enables the RTF and Session to focus on ensuring and strengthening 
the necessary measures of health and safety while also fostering a reasonable commitment level from the music 
team, technology team, and volunteers including liturgists and ushers. 

Because initial weeks of worship attendance will be less than average, no advance sign-up will be necessary for 
attending in-person worship and will be based on a first come, first served.  Although there is potential for more 
than 50 worshipers to be seated in the sanctuary, it is unlikely due to some pews being occupied by couples and 
not families. The Great Hall will also be open and available for a combination of table seating and chair seating. 
The maximum capacity within the Great Hall will be increased from 20 to 50. Everyone will have the choice to be 
seated in the Great Hall if they wish to have their own table or just more space. 

Everyone must enter the church through the two sets of exterior doors closest to the sanctuary.  Before entering 
the church facility, masks covering the mouth and nose will be required for all individuals while inside the church 
facility.  If a worshiper has a medical reason for not wearing a mask, they must wear a face shield.  No one will 
gain entrance to the church facility without either a face mask or a face shield. We will have masks available for 
individuals who do not have one.  The only exception to the mask requirement is that singers and speakers will 
not be required to wear masks only while singing and speaking.  



Ushers will greet worshipers at the exterior doors of the church. They will hold the door open for people, ensure 
they are wearing masks, and direct everyone to sign the contact tracing documents located at both entrances. 
The contact tracing station will use paper and sanitized pens. Once someone has used a pen to sign in, that pen 
will be dropped into a container and not used again until it is sanitized. We will have hand sanitizer at the sign-in 
stations, and multiple wall-mounted hand sanitizer dispensers have also been installed.  After signing in, ushers 
will direct worshipers to either the sanctuary or the Great Hall for worship.

Within the sanctuary, worshipers will be distanced using an every-other pew system. In addition, open pews will 
be sectioned off so that there is the proper distance within each occupied pew. It was determined that it is more 
practical to manage social distancing using sectional capacity within the sanctuary instead of setting a maximum 
capacity of individuals. This is based, in large part, on the reality that some sections of the open pews will be 
occupied by larger families, and some will be occupied by individuals and couples. A diagram of the proposed 
seating arrangement for the sanctuary can be found at the end of this document.

A second set of ushers will greet worshipers at the sanctuary doors and walk them to the next available seating 
space. The sanctuary will be filled by ushers front to back.  Ushers will not be providing bulletins. Bibles and 
hymnals will not be provided either.  All liturgical materials will be projected on the screen, and a contactless 
offering container will be located outside the sanctuary.  Worshipers will be encouraged to hum in lieu of singing 
during the hymns and worship songs. A third set of ushers will assist with seating in the Great Hall, directing 
worshipers to their seats in the same front to back sequence. 

After the benediction, ushers will dismiss worshipers, beginning at the back of the sanctuary and moving towards 
the front. This effort avoids congestion and interaction within the sanctuary and halls.  Great Hall worshipers 
will exit through the doors in or by the Great Hall, using a back to front approach.  Any fellowship should take 
place outside of the church building. The patio/pergola space will be available for this, weather permitting. No 
refreshments will be offered.

The sanctuary and Great Hall will be closed after the service and then cleaned and sanitized (including the use 
of the electrostatic sprayer) on Monday mornings.


