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A NOTE FROM REV. MATT WILCOX
“Lord, we don’t need another mountain. There are
mountains and hillsides enough to climb. There are oceans
and rivers enough to cross. Enough to last ‘til the end of
time. What the world needs now is love, sweet love. It’s
the only thing that there’s just too little of. What the world
needs now is love, sweet love. No, not just for some, but
for everyone” Jackie DeShannon had it right back in 1965
and it remains true today.
What our world needs is love. But one reality we all come
to discover is that love can be difficult to find, define, and
practice. Real love changes who we are, how we see and
treat others, and it has the power to transform the world.
And true love, transformative love, is displayed by and
found in our loving God.
Our first message series of 2021 is titled “Tough Love”
and it will be a deep dive in the book of 1 John. One of
the shorter books in the Bible, 1 John still manages to
mention the word “love” 46 times and reveals the breadth
and depth of what (or Who) true love really is. Love is
exhilarating, active, personal, and to be honest… love is
tough. As a church, we will explore what the book of 1
John has to show us as we seek to better understand and
share love in this world.

WO R K I N G TO B R I N G S O L A R POW E R
to First Presbyterian Church of Normal

As part of a mission of stewardship of the environment and church resources, an effort is underway
to bring solar energy to First Presbyterian Church. A preliminary agreement was recently signed with
Hawk-Attollo of Peoria, Illinois, to plan, develop and build a solar array in the northwest corner of the
church property, which will allow First Pres to purchase clean, renewable energy at a reduced price.
Hawk-Attollo’s financial investors fund the cost of constructing and maintaining the solar field and
are able to take advantage of the investment tax credits for which non-profit organizations, like
churches, are not eligible. This business model means that First Pres will have no up-front costs for
planning, constructing, and operating the solar array and connecting it into the building’s electrical
system and the utility power grid.
Once the ground mount solar array is installed (approximately 200’ X 130’), First Pres will purchase
most of its electricity directly from Hawk Attollo at well below what the church currently pays per
kilowatt-hour (k-Wh). If it chooses, the church can raise funds for an optional prepayment which
further lowers the monthly rate paid for electricity under the purchase agreement with Hawk-Attollo.
That money could be raised through donations specifically for the project from church members or
other fundraisers.
The solar array will have the generating capacity to provide approximately 80 percent of the church’s
electricity needs. The connection to the utility power grid will remain in place so there will never be
a disruption in electrical service on church property due to nightfall or cloudy days. Some power will
still be purchased from Corn Belt Energy at the current market rate.
Hawk Attollo LLC will install low maintenance, pollinator-friendly vegetation around the ground array
to eliminate the need for mowing between the rows of solar panels. The company will also bear the
cost of maintaining the array and associated equipment during the 20-year term of the PPA. At the
end of the 20-year contract, First Pres takes ownership of the system, and Hawk-Attollo will continue
to work with the church on any maintenance needs. First Pres also has the option to purchase the
system outright at any time before the end of the 20-year contract and no longer pay the power
purchase agreement rate.
Members of the Property Committee and Green Team were introduced to Jason Hawksworth of
Hawk-Attollo in August of 2017. That introduction was facilitated by Rev. Cindy Shepherd, the Central
Illinois coordinator for Faith in Place, an organization that helps faith communities further connect
with and care for the environment and local communities. Hawk-Attollo has worked with other
houses of worship in Illinois on similar solar projects with PPA’s.
Session members were kept apprised of the ongoing talks with Hawk-Attollo and have been
supportive throughout the process. In August of 2020, Session gave approval for moving forward
with a preliminary agreement to get the project started. Hawk-Attollo staff will present the project
to the Town of Normal Planning Commission at its meeting on January 7, 2021. Pending Commission
approval, the project would go before the Normal Town Council for final approval. Even with signed
agreements and Town approval, an exact construction time frame is not currently available. The
project must be placed on Illinois’ adjustable block grant program (Illinois Shines) waitlist for solar
projects undertaken by companies – like Hawk-Attollo -- that are looking to take advantage of solar
renewable energy credits (SREC’s).
Property and Green Team members will continue to keep Session and the congregation updated on
progress toward bringing this exciting project to completion. Solar energy supports the values of
sustainability and will help to reduce the church’s carbon footprint. It is a tangible and visible witness
to our mission of caring for God’s creation.

JANUARY BLESSINGS BIBLE STUDY

This 4-week study will look at some of
the parables of Jesus. Jesus used stories in His
teachings. He knew that regardless of age,
gender, or geography, stories have the power to
affect people, to move people, and to change
people. In these stories, we are going to
see the keys to living our own life story in
ways that matter. Join us January 18 and 25
and February 1 and 8, 6-7pm in the Great Hall. Please register online at firstpresnormal.org. If we
need to move this study to Zoom, we will email all those who have registered directly.
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