






SPOTLIGHT ON MISSION
UPDATE FROM JEFF AND CHRISTI BOYD
Our Mission, Peacemaking and Justice Committee recently decided to allocate a portion of our 2021 budget 
to a program recommended by Jeff and Christi Boyd, mission workers in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The program is focused on orphans and other vulnerable children in DRC. Following are excerpts from a recent 
message from the Boyds:

Greetings! Christi and I remain in Kinshasa,  continuing to follow a work method that more-or-less follows public 
health recommendations.  We work from home, avoid large gatherings, limit other in-person meetings, try to 
maintain safe distancing, wear masks and wash hands frequently when out. And we were able to get vaccinated 
with the Astra Zeneca vaccine back in May-June.

Thank you for sharing this news of funds available to support ministries of our partners. We would like to suggest 
that your gift go toward a training needed to implement a strategic shift in how the Presbyterian Community 
of Congo cares for vulnerable children. The shift is away from institution based care to reintegration of children 
with families with possible short-term (3- months) foster care as families of children are sought and reintegration 
discussed.  Trainings have been held in four synods to equip short-term foster care families, who are supported 
by congregations in their presbytery. Two of four synods have received training for “alert-teams” in each 
Presbyterian Church. Those teams look out for vulnerable children and work for the rights and well-being of the 
children. The third training will soon take place and as funds become available we hope to support the fourth 
and final training in the East Kasai region of the Congo.

Pastor Benoît, who has envisioned and spearheaded the strategic shift, has been appointed as the Coordinator 
for vulnerable children’s ministries for the whole Presbyterian Community of Congo (CPC). The CPC church 
leaders have asked him to also implement the new strategy in West Kasaï, where the CPC headquarters are 
located. There is a ministry in Kananga that followed the center-based model and for various reasons it has 
proven unsustainable. So, once the ground has been prepared there, we can anticipate similar trainings for 
West Kasaï. This shift has been very exciting, it is such an appropriate model for a church-wide ministry in an 
economically challenged context. The church’ courage and efforts to undertake this overhaul can be lifted up 
beyond Congo’s borders!

This shift in strategy should allow the church to support many more vulnerable children, these children will 
be more quickly reintegrated into family life (often extended family), and congregations come along side the 
vulnerable families to support them. The Church works to ensure that children can attend school without paying 
school fees, with modest contributions from the PCUSA helping to provide “school kits” for these children. That 
includes notebooks, pens, pencils, uniforms, shoes, and backpacks.

NILE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE
You may remember that Bob and Kristi Rice returned from South Sudan to the USA in the early days of the 
Covid-19 outbreak. They have recently returned to South Sudan and have been excited to get back to work 
there. Our MPJ committee has allocated funding to the scholarship program at Nile Theological College, where 
Bob teaches. NTC provides theological and practical training to equip men and women for effective ministry in 
fulfilling the Great Commission in South Sudan. It also helps secondary education school by providing teachers 
who teach Christian Education.



Contact the church office (info@firstpresnormal.org) to be added or removed from this list.
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