
The story of “Thy Word” by Amy Grant & Michael W. Smith 

Youth Sunday, this year May 16, is always a very special day when we honor our youth and their 
accomplishments – Confirmation & Graduation – and their milestones, this year, a Baptism. The 
students also have a part in planning and leading the worship service. 

One of the songs chosen is special to some of them, “Thy Word.” We sang this song a lot when 
they were younger, and it became part of their repertoire. 

As you will see in my analysis of the song (see below), it is inspired by scripture, though the 
scripture passages I have cited are my references, not attributed to the composers, except for 
the chorus. M.W. Smith wrote the melody and text for the chorus (Psalm 119:105), Grant wrote 
the verses. I wonder if any of my scripture references were going through her mind. You may 
have others in mind that make sense, too. 

Grant and Smith were together at Caribou Ranch, a recording studio, in the Rocky Mountains 
when Smith sang the newly composed chorus to Grant who fell in love with it. He asked if she 
would write lyrics and music for the verses. As the story goes, she began walking back to her 
cabin and lost her way, not something one wants to do on a ranch of 8,000 acres. She finally 
saw a light in the distance, decided to walk toward it not realizing it was her cabin. When she 
arrived, she sat down and penned the verses to what became a big hit for her and a favorite 
song to be sung in churches. 

Worth noting from a compositional basis is that the CHORUS, which proclaims that God’s Word 
lightens our paths, is all in major keys. The music for the verses strays into minor keys, not an 
unusual thing to do for variety in the music, but it does so with this text, “When I feel afraid 
and think I’ve lost my way . . . .” 

I believe this modern-day psalm was popular due to its tunefulness and its message of comfort 
and assurance that God is present even in our dark times. Though released in 1984, it is a song 
of faith that is still timely today. 

Sunday’s worship service will begin with a piano arrangement by M.W. Smith of this song, and 
we will sing it after the sermon. 

                                                                                                                        May 12, 2021 Philip J. Enge 

 

 

 



Thy Word – M.W. Smith/Amy Grant 

Chorus 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 

Verse 1 

When I feel afraid 
And I think I've lost my way 
Still You're there right beside me 
Nothing will I fear 
As long as You are near 
Please be near me to the end 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Verse 2 

I will not forget 
Your love for me and yet 
My heart forever is wandering 
Jesus be my guide 
And hold me to Your side 
I will love You to the end 
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Scriptural Allusions 

 

Psalm 119:105 

“When I am afraid, I put my trust in you."  Ps. 56:3 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand.” Isaiah 41:10 

“The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid.  What can 
man do to me?  The Lord is with me; he is my 
helper.” Psalm 118:6-7 

“Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid or 
terrified because of them, for the Lord your God 
goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake 
you.” Deuteronomy 31:6 

“Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 
me.”  Psalm 23:4 

“and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.’ Matt. 28:20 

________________________________________ 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.’ John 3:16 

“I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek out your 
servant, for I do not forget your commandments.”                            
Ps.119:176 

“Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee 
from your presence?” Ps. 139:7 

“For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be 
our guide even to the end.” Psalm 48:14 

“even there your hand shall lead me, 
   and your right hand shall hold me fast.” Ps.139:10  

“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the 
crown of life" Revelation 2:10 
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