
Message in the Music – May 7, 2021 “Oceans” 

This Sunday, May 9, one of our lessons is Romans 10:9-15: “9 If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is 
Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

The above declaration is really a matter of faith. The song following the sermon is “Oceans,” a study and 
expression of faith that we will now consider. 

Songs that we sing in worship are either based in scripture, especially from the Book of Psalms, and can 
be literal quotations or paraphrases. Other songs, like “Oceans,” can be allusional to scriptures, and be 
metaphorical.  

This can get song writers into trouble when their imagery is not well-founded in scripture or the  
commonly-held tenants of one’s faith, or worse, just plain faulty. “Oceans” is one of these songs that 
have been called into question by some observers. Indeed, Saviour or Jesus (God) are not mentioned 
until the Bridge and the Interlude respectively. Some critics worry how the lyrics are received by people 
not well informed by Holy Scripture. Those who know scripture, however, may understand the song’s 
message very early on. 

The song is about FAITH, or lack of it. It is based on Matthew 14:28-33. The writer (singer) acknowledges 
a call from God, but understands that answering may come with grappling with the mysteries of God 
and pitfalls of the unknown. In Peter’s case, he wants to know that Jesus is not a ghost, and, I believe, by 
walking out on the water on command, that he will be part of a miracle, affirming Christ’s identity and 
power. We know he becomes frightened, starts to sink then cries out to Jesus. How often do we think 
we can do it all then realize we are in need of Jesus’ help and strength (“Lord, save me.”) Jesus reaches 
out his hand and catches Peter and admonishes him for his lack of faith. It takes this incident for those in 
the boat to say, “Truly you are the Son of God.” (See Psalm 107:23-32, a similar situation where those in 
peril call out to God for help, and only after God’s intervention are they able to praise God for mighty 
acts witnessed. 

The song continues to unfold the narrative of asking for a deeper faith and proclaiming an 
understanding that there will be times of trouble, but that comfort may be found in the embrace of the 
Saviour. The writer is also understanding the relationship of being a child of God, “For I am Yours and 
You are Mine.” (cf. Romans 8:14-17) 

The message of “Oceans” is reminiscent of the anthem by Robert Ray, “He Never Failed Me Yet,” which 
our Chancel Choir has done a couple of times. In stormy times, God is present, and our faith is 
strengthened by our recognition of God’s handiwork. 

“Oceans” is a beautiful ballad that like many of the Psalms, is a recognition of God’s ever-present help in 
times of need. 

“Oceans” (“Where Feet May Fail”) 

You call me out upon the waters 
The great unknown where feet may fail 
And there I find You in the mystery 
In oceans deep my faith will stand 



Chorus 1 

And I will call upon Your name 
And keep my eyes above the waves 
When oceans rise 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
For I am Yours and You are mine 

Verse 2 

Your grace abounds in deepest waters 
Your sov'reign hand will be my guide 
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me 
You've never failed and You won't start now 

Interlude 

Oh and You are mine oh 

Bridge 

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders 
Let me walk upon the waters 
Wherever You would call me 
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander 
And my faith will be made stronger 
In the presence of my Saviour 

Interlude 

Yeah yeah yeah yeah 
Oh Jesus yeah my God 

Chorus 2 

I will call upon Your name 
Keep my eyes above the waves 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
I am Yours and You are mine 
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