
O Antiphon – O Oriens – O Rising Dawn/Dayspring  

                             Antiphon for December 21st 

O Oriens, 

splendor lucis aeternae, et sol justitiae: 

veni, et illumina sedentes in tenebris, et umbra mortis. 

 

O Morning Star, 

splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness: 

Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. 

 

The Latin word “oriens” means morning or east, hence the Orient. Think, “We three kings of 

orient are.”  The text is from: 

Isaiah 9:2 “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness—on them light has shined." 

Malachi 4:2 “But for you who revere my name the Sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in 

its wings.” 

This antiphon as part of the “final crescendo” into the Feast of Christmas, as one writer has put it, 

gives hope to anyone who feels that his or her world has been plunged into darkness. We yearn for 

that light which will lift our spirits and keeps us on the right path. Those of us who endure short 

winter days, often with the sun obscured by cloud cover, and long winter nights, get the metaphor 

fairly quickly: we know the darkness of spirit that needs the Light.  “Come, enlighten us.” We can 

see the light at the end of the tunnel. The hymn puts it so eloquently: 

“O come, thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by thy drawing nigh; Disperse the gloomy 

clouds of night, And death’s dark shadow put to flight.” 

The arrangement you will hear is by John Behnke. Notice the rising notes at the beginning and 

throughout the piece, bringing to mind “the Sun of righteousness shall rise.” The windchimes add 

a flourish that may remind us of a gentle morning breeze, or perhaps the presence of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Link: https://youtu.be/5NW_lxpUvQY 

 

 

https://youtu.be/5NW_lxpUvQY

