






SPOTLIGHT ON MISSION 
 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILDING PROJECT – PUT YOUR FAITH INTO ACTION 
Our congregation is once again planning to partner with Habitat for Humanity to help a local family in 
need of safe, affordable housing — experience firsthand how God touches the hearts of new homeowners 
and the volunteers who work alongside them. 
 
The 2021 house sponsorship will look different than it did the last time we sponsored a project in 2019. 
Like many of our mission partners, Habitat has been impacted dramatically by the coronavirus pandemic. 
All construction was suspended for quite some time, resulting in one house remaining unfinished for many 
months. Completing that house is high on Habitat's priority list for 2021. Volunteer opportunities will be 
somewhat restricted this building season, including limits on the number of volunteers inside the house 
once the structure is enclosed. Habitat has always employed physical safety protocols; additional steps 
will be taken this year in response to the pandemic. 
 
Plans for the 2021 building season have not yet been finalized beyond our commitment to provide partial 
funding and volunteer labor for one house this summer. Watch for further information as it becomes 
available. 
 
GLOBAL MISSIONS 
A portion of our church's mission budget is allocated to ministries outside the US borders. For several 
years, we have contributed to the support of Bob and Kristi Rice, who serve in South Sudan. Bob teaches 
theology, church history, and discipleship at Nile Theological College, and Kristi works on community 
development efforts. Together they seek to empower and encourage the churches in South Sudan to be 
a light for Christ and a voice for peace in the midst of suffering and conflict, living out the gospel and 
ministering holistically to their communities.  At the urging of the Presbyterian Mission Agency, Bob and 
Kristi returned to the US about a year ago in response to the coronavirus pandemic. They hope to be able 
to return to South Sudan in the near future. 
 
In 2020, in addition to direct funding for the Rices' ministries, we also contributed to a scholarship at Nile 
Theological College. NTC is the highest-level theological training institution offering a bachelor's degree 
for the churches in South Sudan.  NTC provides theological and practical training to equip men and women 
for effective ministry in fulfilling the Great Commission in South Sudan. It also helps secondary education 
schools by providing teachers who teach Christian Education. 
 
We have also contributed to the support of Jeff and Christi Boyd. As regional liaison for Central Africa, Jeff 
facilitates support for the relationships, programs, and activities of Presbyterian Church (USA) partners in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Cameroon, and Equatorial Guinea. He also resources PC(USA) 
mission personnel and helps connect partner churches with PC(USA) congregations that want to be 
involved in ministry in the region. Christi serves as the Regional Facilitator for Women and Children's 
Interests in Congo and three other French-speaking African countries— Madagascar, Niger, and Rwanda—
and in one non-French-speaking country, South Sudan. She works where African women's and children's 



interests meet Presbyterian World Mission's critical global initiatives of poverty alleviation, evangelism, 
and reconciliation. Christi accompanies global partners as they seek to strengthen their ministry to women 
and children and remedy the marginalization of women and children in their communities. She also 
engages with Presbyterian constituencies in the US that wish to come alongside and promote those 
efforts.  
 
In 2020, we contributed to a PC(USA) program designated as Education for Kinshasa, CPK. The 
Presbyterian Community of Kinshasa (CPK) has set basic education as a priority area of ministry. The CPK 
shares the Good News in its 198 schools nurturing new leaders. Contributions are used to buy teaching 
materials, make repairs to school buildings such as putting roofs on rural thatched roof schools, support 
in-service teacher training, and assist the transportation of school supervisors. 
 
In 2020, we also contributed to a PC(USA) program designated as Congo Presbyterian Church Educational 
Ministries. The Presbyterian Community of Congo (CPC) manages more than 750 primary and secondary 
schools and considers this a priority ministry. Over 80% of schools do not meet in durable buildings. 
Contributions help the CPC with the priorities they have set; furnish schools with teaching materials, train 
teachers, provide safe and durable facilities, assist school supervisors with transportation to distant 
schools and increase opportunities for girls to get quality education. 
 
You are probably familiar with Midwest Food Bank, a local, volunteer-driven, grassroots effort that has 
had a huge impact on food insecurity and disaster assistance. From humble beginnings in 
Bloomington/Normal, Midwest Food Bank has grown to several facilities in seven states and remote 
distribution sites in several other states. They also have operations in Haiti and East Africa. In 2020, we 
contributed toward support for MFB's "Tender Mercies" nutrition program in East Africa. Tender Mercies 
is an important initiative at Midwest Food Bank that enables nutritious meals to be produced and 
distributed to those most in need. The Tender Mercies meal packet consists of high-grade rice, pre-cooked 
pinto beans, fortified chicken seasoning, and a soy protein. The result is delicious food at the cost of 20¢ 
per meal. One packet feeds about four people with 14 grams of protein, 7 grams of fiber, and 1 1/2 gram 
of fat per serving. Tender Mercies is an essential component of Midwest Food Bank's international effort. 
In East Africa, Tender Mercies is locally sourced and packaged for distribution. The main focus of Midwest 
Food Bank's efforts in Haiti is providing Tender Mercies meals to school children. The nature of Tender 
Mercies allows it to be adapted to different cultures' tastes.  
 
 
 



 
Candidate Recommendation Form  
First Presbyterian Church: Normal, IL  

Members,  

The Nominating Committee of First Presbyterian Church asks for your input on candidates to be considered for the 
positions of Elder or Deacon.  Our committee is responsible for creating a slate of candidates to be presented to the 
congregation for election.  Submission of a name to our committee does not automatically guarantee nomination, 
however our committee will thoughtfully consider the recommendation as we develop our slate of nominations. 

Definitions of Deacon and Elder per The Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

● G-2.02 DEACONS: THE MINISTRY OF COMPASSION AND SERVICE G-2.0201 Deacon Defined: The 
ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the 
redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those 
burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, 
exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment should be chosen for 
this ministry.  

G-2.0202 Under Authority of the Session: Deacons may be individually commissioned or organized as a board 
of deacons. In either case, their ministry is under the supervision and authority of the session. Deacons may 
also be given special assignments in the congregation, such as caring for members in need, handling 
educational tasks, cultivating liberality in giving, collecting and disbursing monies to specific persons or 
causes, or overseeing the buildings and property of the congregation. Deacons shall assume other duties as 
may be delegated to them by the session, including assisting with the Lord’s Supper. (W-3.0414).  

● G-2.03 RULING ELDERS: THE MINISTRY OF DISCERNMENT AND GOVERNANCE G-2.0301 Ruling Elder 
Defined: As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the New Testament 
church provided persons with particular gifts to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s 
people. Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated 
skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders are so named not because they “lord it 
over” the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by the congregation to discern and 
measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Ruling elders, together 
with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and 
discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a congregation as well as the whole church, including 
ecumenical relationships. When elected by the congregation, they shall serve faithfully as members of the 
session. When elected as commissioners to higher councils, ruling elders participate and vote with the same 
authority as ministers of the Word and Sacrament, and they are eligible for any office.  

 

Please complete the other side of this form and return in a sealed envelope by May 31, 2021. 
First Presbyterian Church 
ATTENTION: Nominating Committee  
2000 E. College Ave 
Normal, IL 61761  
 

 
Thank you for your help and prayerful considerations. 
The FPC Nominating Committee 
 
 
 
  
 
 



 
Candidate Recommendation Form  
First Presbyterian Church: Normal, IL  
 
 
 
I suggest the following individual(s) be considered by the Nominating Committee.   
Please indicate which position(s) you are recommending the individual for. More than one may be chosen. 
 

 
Name 

 
Elder 

 
Deacon 

   

   

   

   

   

 

Additional Information: To help us evaluate the individuals, please comment briefly on the following areas.  If you 
have listed multiple individuals in the table, please complete the questions for each candidate using a separate 
piece of paper.  

● Why do you feel this person would be a good candidate? 

 

 

● What gifts does this person have that the church could benefit from? 

 

 

● YES / NO    Have you let this person know you are submitting their name for consideration? 

 

 

 

 

Printed name:: _______________________________________  Date: ____________________  
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