
Lenten Message Series: Tall Tales
As a child, I grew up hearing and reading tall tales. 
I remember turning the pages of stories about 
characters like Paul Bunyan and Babe, his giant blue ox, 
and John Henry and his incredible competition against 
a machine to hammer in railroads. These stories 
sparked my imagination but also provided lessons of 
perseverance, wonder, and sacrifice. Growing older, 
I found myself actively working to make sure I didn’t 
lump those tall tales with the extraordinary stories I 
read in Scripture, but one thing became clear to me: I could learn from both kinds of stories. 

Our message series this Lent, Tall Tales, will provide us an opportunity to explore some of the 
most renowned and fantastic biblical tales. The parting of the Red Sea, the walls of Jericho, 
David and Goliath, etc. Each of these stories sparks our imagination and leave us wide-eyed in 
wonder, but they can also do something more. These biblical accounts are not Tall Tales, but 
they do have the power to break us out of our misconceptions and free us from lies we might 
be trapped within. This message series will start Sunday, March 10.

“DUSTY WEDNESDAY” MEAL & SERVICE
The beginning of Lent is marked by what is 
typically called Ash Wednesday. A day of somber 
observance. This year, we will embark on the 
season of Lent with a different emphasis on Ash 
Wednesday. All are invited to a meal in the Great 
Hall at 5:30pm, followed by worship at 6:30pm. 
Our service will offer more emphasis for kids and 
a new way to consider the mark of ashes that we 
receive on our hands and forehead. Please RSVP 
using the sign up outside the church office.



FLASHBACK FRIDAY FAMILY FLIX
Family Ministry is excited to show the Disney 
movie, The Lion King! We’ll have popcorn, drinks 
and everyone is encouraged to bring blankets and 
pillows. This event is 6-8:30pm, in the Great Hall. 
Feel free to bring a snack to share! 

CARE AND SHARE DONATIONS
March Care and Share donations will go to The 
Salvation Army. Their needs are: Proteins (canned 
meats and peanut butter), hot cereal boxes, bar 
soaps, deodorant, razors, shaving cream, body 
lotion, dental items, diapers (size 5 and 6). The 
local agencies that you support, and our Deacons, 
thank you all for your generous donations. We 
couldn’t do what we do without you!

NEW LENTEN STUDY: DRAW THE CIRCLE
Prayer is a central principle and rhythm of  
Christian life. We practice it from our youngest 
days and every week during our worship services. 
But could our prayer life be richer? Fuller? 
Deeper? Over the season of Lent, we invite you to 
join us for our study of Mark Batterson’s, “Draw 
the Circle” as we explore stories and experiences 
of many others who have sought out a more 
impactful and touching prayer life. This will be 
as much a challenge and discipline as it will be a 
study. Join us in the Great Hall between services.

MISSION BUDGET INFORMATION
The funds from our mission budget go toward 
advocating for many ventures of God’s 
redemptive plan for this world. Denominational 
efforts, our supported missionary co-workers in 
Congo and South Sudan, partnering with local 
mission agencies benefiting people of all ages 
and needs, and more. With the goal of allocating 
10% of our budget to mission giving, we have 
steadily increased our mission budget over the 
last few years from $38,000 in 2017 to $59,000 
in 2018 and now $66,000 in 2019. These figures 
also only include our funds from the unrestricted 
account line, not the restricted funds or other 
expenditures that go toward missions efforts.
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WHILE MATT IS AWAY
Pastor Matt and his family will be out of town March 
20-29. During that time, Rev. Dave Terrinoni will be 
available for emergency pastoral care. His contact 
information is (334) 354-5904 and his email is 
ChappyT91@msn.com. A reminder that the church 
office phone is (309) 452-4459. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
We approved Guy and Youngsun Williams and 
Vicki Terrinoni as new members. Vicki’s husband 
Dave will also be attending First Presbyterian but 
is a retired minister and is considered a member 
of the Presbytery.  Jacque Hansing was elected as 
a member of the Investment Committee.



BAKERS WELCOMED
If you would like to be on our “bakers list” for 
church functions, please contact Cheryl Hoepker 
at choepker@comcast.net. Your baked goods 
are served at funeral receptions and other 
hospitality events. Also, Cheryl would like to 
thank those who have been on this committee 
in 2018 and continue to serve in 2019!

THANK YOU - COFFEE SERVERS
Thank you to those who’ve prepared and served 
coffee after the early service. Currently, the 
volunteers are: Fred and LaVon Schultz, Carol 
Baker, John Anderson, Dave and Barb Lemmon, 
Marilyn Townley, Glenn Katzenbarger, Margaret 
Wolf, and Carol Kashian. We couldn’t enjoy 
coffee without you! - Nancy Wolter

Children’s Ministry Updates
MARCH 3 | KIDS OF THE KINGDOM YOUTH GROUP 
THANK YOU to the Cryer family for providing supper for us. We will have 
two special guests this evening,  Abby Briggs and State Trooper, Nate Lunt.  
We will be making candy gift bags for Officer Lunt’s unit. Join us at 5:30pm! 

OUR NEW, COOL T-SHIRTS HAVE ARRIVED!  
They are charcoal gray and have the Kids of the Kingdom logo on them. THANK YOU Anne Lunt for 
creating such a neat shirt. I do have a few extras if anyone didn’t get a chance to order one. 

KIDS   F THE
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If you would like to be added or removed from this list, please contact the church office at
(309) 452-4459 or email alunt@firstpresnormal.org.
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To our church family, 

Over the past several months our family has been embarking on an exciting journey. In the summer, 
we began exploring the possibility of Caitlin becoming a gestational surrogate. This journey began as 
a subtle nudging from the Holy Spirit and has become what we feel is a full and rich calling from the 
Lord. To clarify, becoming a gestational surrogate would mean Caitlin will carry and deliver a baby 
for another couple who is unable to conceive and carry on their own. This child would not have any 
biological relationship to Caitlin or myself. Caitlin will simply be carrying this child and providing this 
immeasurable blessing for parents praying to see their family grow.

There will, undoubtedly, be some questions many of you might have for us. We are happy to share 
conversations about this process, but one truth is paramount to us. This is a calling the Lord has placed 
on Caitlin’s heart. Pursuing it is something we went into after much thought, prayer, research, and 
consideration. We have been blessed with smooth pregnancies and two beautiful, healthy children, 
but we know this is not the case for so many. And while we have not personally experienced the pain 
of infertility, miscarriage, or infant loss, God has placed a burden on our hearts for those who have 
walked these roads. We realize God has blessed us with a tremendous gift, and we want to be used 
by God to bless another family. 

We have been astounded watching the Holy Spirit bring all the pieces together to bring us to where 
we are in the process. Currently, Caitlin has completed all of the medical screenings, and we have 
been matched with and introduced to the couple that will be the intended parents. We have worked 
through a professional agency based in Chicago, and they connected us with this young family from 
Wheaton, Illinois. As this process evolves, we are starting to get to know them more and expect our 
relationship and friendship to grow throughout this journey.

There are two other questions we wish to address before engaging in more conversation. First is the 
question of how we would feel “giving up a baby” after delivery. As explained, this baby will not be 
biologically related to either of us. So, we do not view it as ‘giving up’ a baby. Caitlin will be caring for, 
growing, and nurturing a precious human life, and then giving the family what is theirs. Second, are 
Caitlin and I finished having our own children? To be brief, we do not know yet. We have yet to see 
what the Lord has in store for our family down the road, but we have a clear sense of God’s calling in 
this new adventure of gestational surrogacy. 

We are excited to continue on our journey and to do so alongside our family of faith here at First Pres. 
We appreciate your prayers for God’s continued faithfulness during this process. Caitlin and I would 
be happy to answer any further questions you may have about our journey. 

In Christ’s faithfulness, 
Pastor Matt and Caitlin Wilcox



Memorial Garden Committee
Submitted by: Carole Ringer

In the fall of 2017, there were several inquiries about a columbarium at First Presbyterian Church. There 
had been a brief spark of interest about a dozen years ago. Now the interest was noticeably stronger.  
Pastor Larry reached out to those interested before, as well as a few others, to discuss the possibility of 
a columbarium on church property.

A study group was formed in very late December, 2017.  We discovered there is a lot to learn about 
columbaria and site planning. In August, the group was made an official committee of Session, titled: 
The Memorial Garden Committee. We envision linked options of a columbarium with a scatter garden.

Two major steps in the planning process:  
 1)  We chose the Eickhof Columbaria Company of Minnesota.  
 2)  We studied various locations on our church property because a Memorial Garden must have   
  permanence, the committee is moving deliberately.  

We expect to have much more information later this spring!

Committee Members: Carole Ringer (Chair), Stan Heitz, Barb Lemmon, Carol Schrantz, John Wolter, 
Kurt Swearingen (Property), Jerry Ringer (Session).


