
FIRST FOCUS
MAY 2019

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NORMAL

CONGREGATIONAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT
As many of you know, temporary 
points of contact have been put 
in place to cover church needs 
while both pastors are unavailable. 
Please contact your deacon with 
pastoral care needs or you can 
email the worship committee at 
worship@firstpresnormal.org 
for any updates, questions, or 
concerns you may have regarding 
worship services. This email is also 
the contact for any updates on the 
Wilcox family or for those of you 
offering to lend a helping hand 
during this difficult time. Thank you 
all for your support.

A NOTE FROM PASTOR MATT WILCOX
I recently had the opportunity to tour a very historic and 
beautiful church with some friends of mine. The sanctuary was 
ornate and I marveled at the stone work and the stained glass. 
As one of the pastors of the church walked us down to the 
altar and shared with us some history of the church, one of my 
friends noticed numbered metal plates at the end of each pew 
and asked about them. The pastor told us that those used to 
be reservation numbers. Members would purchase their pew 
seat in the same way we might purchase seats in a theater. The 
pastor laughed a little about it and remarked how he was glad 
they retired that custom. Then he said, “It’s not exactly the 
friendliest way to welcome visitors.” While some of us might 
have our own “favorite spot” here at First Pres, we don’t go quite 
as far as having reserved seats. But that conversation has been 
one of many subtle but strong nudging’s I have experienced 
recently concerning the way we greet and welcome visitors 
and new members in our church. So, with that in mind, I want 
to offer a few encouragements. We recently celebrated Easter 
and the resurrection of our Savior. We had many folks join us 
for worship for the first time either in a long while or ever, and 
we have been thankful to see them in worship with us in the 
weeks since. I want to encourage all of us to be intentional 
with looking for faces we might not recognize. It is easy to 
gravitate toward our friends on a Sunday morning but your 
warm and kind welcome to a person new to our church might 
be the affirmation they are looking for that they belong at 
First Pres. Also, change things up. If you generally sit in the 
same area each Sunday morning, try out a different spot. Be 
intentional to connect with the people around you during the 
greeting time and after the service. Being a warm church is 
part of our identity but we can’t allow that to let us become 
complacent in the way we notice, welcome, and engage those 
who walk through our doors for the first time. After all, we 
were all visitors ourselves once upon a time.

MAY CARE & SHARE
May donations will go to the 
Salvation Army. Their high priority 
needs are: baby wipes, diapers 
(size NB and 4), canned meats and 
vegetables, peanut butter, Ramen 
Noodles, and sanitary napkins are 
also important. Thank you to all 
for your support! Donations can be 
dropped off in either grocery cart, 
available at both the Hershey Road 
and College Avenue entrances. 
The deacons thank you for your 
continued support of this ministry. 
We appreciate your on-going 
generosity and faithfulness.



JUNE 2 | SUNDAE SOFTBALL
Play ball! Family Ministry is excited to host our 
first Sundae Softball event, 2-4pm at Shepard 
Park on Hershey Drive. This event will have three 
components:

 1) An all-ages, kid-friendly game 
 2) A make-your-own ice cream sundae bar
 3) A slightly more competitive game for those  
  who completed 5th Grade and up.

All are welcome to join us for this event. Please 
sign-up on the church website and be sure to 
indicate if you want to be a part of the competitive 
game so we can make teams!

MAY 5 | MEMORIAL GARDEN
This Sunday, The Memorial Garden Committee 
will share their work on their plans for a 
columbarium and scatter garden on our property. 
Join us at 9:45am in the Great Hall. Both written 
information and visuals will be available. 

MAY 5 | LEGACY SUNDAY
One way we can leave our legacy is through estate 
planning. Estate planning offers us the opportunity 
to demonstrate our faith as we take an organized 
approach to be good stewards of what God has 
given us as we think of the generations who follow 
us. Our planning can address our own future 
needs related to health and financial matters. It 
can also provide for our spouse, dependents, and 
other loved ones, as well as our church and other 
charitable organizations.

Worship services on May 5 will include an 
emphasis on this subject. Several members 
will share their thoughts in worship via a brief 
video. Following worship - Legacy Committee 
members will be located outside the sanctuary to 
answer your individual questions and to provide 
information so you can determine your next step 
in the planning process. If you have questions, 
please contact Rob Kelley or Margaret Wolf. 

MAY 11  | HELP HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
We are once again co-sponsoring construction 
of a Habitat for Humanity house this summer. 
Our assigned workday is the second Saturday of 
each month, beginning May 11. Our site is 705 S. 
Evans, Bloomington. The minimum age to work is 
16. Volunteer registration and completion of the 
waiver must be done online. Plan to arrive about 
7:45am and work until 11:30am or so, then clean 
up and be on the way home by noon. Contact Bob 
Beerup or Don Peters with any questions.



MAY 5 | LAST SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School will resume on September 8.  
A huge THANK YOU to Rebecca Bishop, Erin 
Stombaugh, Scott and Jenny Elder, Tara Kruger 
and Jessica Briggs. Our subs this year have been 
Jacque Hansing and Heather Flitz.

MAY 5 | LAST KIDS OF THE KINGDOM
One of our activities for the evening will involve 
walking the neighborhood around our church 
and praying for our neighbors. Join us! There 
will be a special event planned for the end of 
September, more details to come! Kids of the 
Kingdom will resume Sunday, October 6.

Another BIG THANK YOU to our youth leaders 
Kyle and Jamie Pott, Kristen Harms, Dorothy 
Lambert, Jason Cryer, Scott Elder, and David 
White. 

WACKY WEDNESDAY’S ARE BACK
If you like to play games, hang out with your friends, and are in grades K-5th, then Wacky Wednesdays 
are for you.  Plan to come May 22 from 6-7:30pm, or May 29 from 6-7:30pm or June 5 from 6-8pm, 
and just have some summer fun!  For our last Wacky Wednesday, we are partnering with our older 
youth group friends!  SAVE the DATES and come!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
HIGHLIGHTS

JULY 28-AUGUST 1 | VBS REGISTRATION 
This year we’re going to Athens, July 28-August 
1. Register at firstpresnormal.org, under the 
Resources tab. We also need volunteers!!! You 
can register to be a volunteer online as well, using 
the same link available on our website. 

If you would like to volunteer or have questions, 
please contact Ann Lamkey, our Director of 
Children at alamkey@firstpresnormal.org. 

MAY 10 | CAMP REGISTRATION DEADLINE
Your health form is due to Conner and Ann by May 10 - this form is your registration form. No camper 
is able to attend CAMP unless they have turned this in. You can find information about CAMP and 
the required HEALTH FORM online - at firstpresnormal.org under the “Resources” tab. This is also a 
reminder that camp is June 10-14! 

MAY 19 | YOUTH SUNDAY & TEACHER/VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
All of our faithful Sunday School teachers and youth group leaders will be recognized during the 
worship service on this Sunday. Come help us recognize all of their hard work and dedication. 

PENTECOST OFFERING
A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church 
encourage, develop, and support its young people, 
and also address the needs of at-risk children. 
40% of the Pentecost offering can be retained 
by individual congregations wanting to make an 
impact in the lives of young people within their own 
community. The remaining 60% is used to support 
ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 
Offering envelopes are available in the pews.



Welcome to “Spotlight on Mission,” the new quarterly mission supplement prepared by our 
Mission, Peacemaking and Justice (MPJ) Committee.  The objective is to provide more in-depth 
knowledge about our mission partners, as well as updates on mission-related matters. We hope 
you find it interesting  and informative.  Please direct any feedback to Will Schaup or Bob Beerup.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILDING PROJECT – PUT YOUR FAITH INTO ACTION
Our congregation is partnering with Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent Financial in a Faith Build to 
help a local family in need of safe, affordable housing. Experience firsthand how God touches the 
hearts of new homeowners – and the volunteers who work alongside them.

The build site is 705 S. Evans, Bloomington. The homeowner will be Joan Dennis, a survivor who has 
overcome a long history of trauma and abuse. She is determined to remain resilient and strong, and 
not let her past experiences define her. Joan is a dispatcher for Connect Transit and will be sharing 
her home with her support dog, Oliver, who has been her constant companion for several years.

HABITAT HOMEOWNERS:
 • Apply and are accepted into the home ownership program
 • Put in sweat equity building their home
 • Take financial management and home ownership classes
 • Pay a no-interest mortgage on their home

Workers must register in advance, and sign a waiver form. This will be done online this year. 
The minimum age to work on-site is 16. We will work the second Saturday of each month, beginning 
May 11.

Can’t do construction work? Please consider providing mid-morning snacks for the work crew of 
about 12 people. Also, please pray for the workers and the new homeowners.

Contact Don Peters or Bob Beerup with any questions.

UPDATE FROM SOUTH SUDAN
Mission co-workers Bob and Kristi Rice have been working in South Sudan since May 2017, after 
several years in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Bob serves as an instructor at Nile Theological 
College and teaches a broad range of courses in theology and biblical studies, with a specific focus 
in the academic disciplines of systematic theology, public theology, and ethics. Kristi serves as an 
economic and development advisor for the South Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church. She works 
to strengthen the identification, development, and management of church development projects that 
support the financial goals of the church and improve the health and wellbeing of the communities. 

Bob and Kristi will be back in the US on furlough this summer, and will visit our church on July 14. 
You won’t want to miss this opportunity to learn more about what God is doing in South Sudan.

SPOTLIGHT ON
MISSION



If you would like to be added or removed from this list, please contact the church office at
(309) 452-4459 or email alunt@firstpresnormal.org.
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Martin Hobbs
Debbie Brown
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Kelly Wilson
Alison Smith
Dustin Sutton
Sharry Zimmerman
Shirley Aten
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