
June 26, 2020

To: The members and friends of First Presbyterian Church of Normal

The apostle Paul faced an important but difficult set of circumstances when he ministered to the Christ 
followers who lived in the city of Corinth. Corinth was a city saturated with different people groups and 
even more opinions. Within this diverse and lively city existed a group of people who had begun to follow 
the teachings and example of Jesus Christ. The unity of this body of believers faced a difference of opinion 
regarding how best to faithfully live out their daily lives as followers of Christ. We, as the church today, face 
our own opportunity to seek out the good of our church community amidst a variety of opinions regarding 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

All of us have had our lives altered by the presence of COVID-19, and like many organizations that serve the 
community, our church has had to adapt and change as well. A new change approaches First Presbyterian 
Church of Normal and the community where we have been called: the process of reopening the facilities 
and programs of our church. While we have seen some restrictions lifted in other communities, we must 
approach our return to the facilities and programs of the church with compassionate care and mindful 
consideration for all who call this their church home. With that goal in mind, we all should foster the attitude 
and wisdom of Paul in his direction to the Corinthian church:

“We are allowed to do all things,” but not all things are good for us to do. “We are allowed to do all things,” 
but not all things help others grow stronger. Do not look out only for yourselves. Look out for the good of 
others also. -1 Corinthians 10:23-24 (CEV)

Your session of elders and I have been discerning these important decisions with prayer and careful attention. 
Our foremost concern has been and will continue to be the health and well-being of all who participate in 
the life and work of First Presbyterian Church of Normal with special emphasis on those who are the most 
vulnerable within our family of faith. We understand that there is very little permanence right now as the 
situation, both locally and nationally, continues to remain fluid. We also understand that as we progress 
through our phased plan of reopening, there will be some who will feel more comfortable continuing to 
worship from home for some time. Thanks to the efforts of our staff and volunteers, we are thrilled that 
everyone will continue to be able to join our worship services through live streaming. 

As we embark on the journey of reopening and returning to the familiar spaces and opportunities of our 
church, we want to assure you that we will do so with the utmost care and consideration for everyone within 
our congregation. From the children who frequent the nursery to those who have called this their church 
home for decades. All of our decisions will be made based on the knowledge offered from the scientific and 
medical communities and will also adhere to all of the guidelines and precautions given from our local and 
national leaders. 

It is our hope that our church community might practice the patience and wisdom displayed by the apostle 
Paul. There is no perfect or standard method for this process. Opinions will vary and grace will be needed as 
we navigate these unprecedented transitions together.
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There will undoubtedly be awkward moments as we adjust to the necessary measures and protocols 
put in place for the safety of all who gather with us. As a family of faith, we will endure moments of 
disappointment and frustration. We will likely also mourn the loss of what used to be normal, but we 
must also move with care and compassion. Ryan Landino, the Lead Presbytery for Transformation of 
Great Rivers Presbytery, offers this encouragement: “Let us remind ourselves in good faith that our 
operation is different than the many services at the center of our cultural debates, for our primary trade 
is not in goods and services, but rather in relationships and community.” We must remember that while 
we seek to discern our own level of safety for ourselves and for our families, we are also called to humbly 
consider the needs and well-being of others. We will have the chance to embody values that this world is 
desperate to see: patience, kindness, gentleness, self-control, and love. Most importantly, love. 

We also hope you begin to perceive the excitement and hope fostered within this plan. We are hoping 
that this phased plan of reopening feels like an extended homecoming - a homecoming complete with 
great joys, reunions, celebrations, and unexpected blessings. We fully intend to dedicate a specific Sunday 
in the future as our Homecoming Sunday, where we hope many, if not all of our members and friends will 
be comfortable joining us in person. Once that date is determined, we will share it with great joy. 

In the meantime, we hope you will continue to join us for worship through our live stream and Facebook 
page. In addition, please remember that our staff and deacons are available to you for prayer and support. 
I pray you are finding encouragement in God’s Word, hope in your personal prayers, and warmth in the 
new and innovative forms of connection we have established during this season. I have said every Sunday 
since I have served in this wonderful place that you have not left the church - you are the Church! A 
building does not change our identity and our calling. So, until I can greet you in person, I offer you 
blessings and the reminder that our God is sovereign and most loving. 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Matt Wilcox

& The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Normal

CLASS 2020
Carpenter, Rachel
Garrett, Sara
Gillespie, Kathryn
Pantaleone, Tim

CLASS 2021      
Herbert, Teresa
Schaup, William
Stombaugh, Matt
White, Marilea 

CLASS 2022            
Schwalm, Doug 
Smith, Sabrina 
Swearingen, Kurt
Warren, Pat 

“Inspired by God’s grace and love, we seek to be a community that follows Jesus.”


