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What are we supposed to do next? How do we do this? What does 
all this mean? These are common questions for us these days. 
We’ve been asking them, in some fashion, for the last few months. 
More, we’ve been asking them for a number of different reasons. 
Many parents approached homeschooling for the first time and 
asked (likely more than once), “How do we do this?” As more and 
more information surfaced concerning COVID-19, all of us have felt 
at a loss and asked the question, “What does all this mean?” But 
these are also questions the church is asking right now. In fact, the 
church and followers of Jesus have been asking questions like these 
since the moment Christ left the earth. The first account we have of 
how Christians answered those questions is the book of Acts. 

This summer, we will explore the remarkable and relatable book 
of Acts for our summer message series. Acts immediately follows 
the gospel stories of Jesus’ ministry, death, and resurrection. We 
will have a chance to witness pivotal moments in the formation of 
what we know of as Christianity as well as accounts of shipwrecks, 
sorcerers, and roadside conversions. We will even learn the answer 
to the age-old question: What happens if I fall asleep during the 
sermon? I hope you’ll join us throughout the summer as we explore 
this relevant and powerful portion of Scripture together. 
- Pastor, Matt Wilcox

Easter lilies and anise hysop, 
penstemon and yarrow fill a small 
garden patch near the columbarium. 
A stone path leads to a simple wooden 
bench made for George Wolf and 
given to the church by Margaret. 

An evergreen provides privacy and a 
towering oak will someday provide 
shade. Now, tucked into that simple 
space is a concrete art piece shared 
from Bob and Dee Hunt’s garden. 

The area already elicits memories of 
dear members and will someday be 
part of the scatter garden. 

A GARDEN PATCHAN UPDATE FROM PASTOR MATT WILCOX

FIRST FOCUS
NEWSLETTER

We invite you to 
come, pause, and 
enjoy a moment of 
nature in our Peace 
Garden, here at the 
church.

WE HAVE A NEW DONATION PAGE
First Presbyterian Church has a new donation page 
on our website at firstpresnormal.org. On the home 
page, you will notice an “online giving” graphic with 
a computer - click on that image to be directed to 
the new donation page. This is a reminder that 
you can still mail-in your church donations as well. 
Thank you for your continued giving and generosity.
 First Presbyterian Church
 2000 E College Ave.
 Normal, IL 61761



ZOOM BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMEN
Hey friends! Let’s get together and study the book 
of Colossians. There is no workbook to buy. All you 
need is your Bible and a way to connect on Zoom. 

You can sign up for Monday evenings, 6:30-7:30pm 
or Thursday mornings, 9-10am. The Monday dates 
are June 1, 8, 15, and 22. The Thursday dates are 
June 4, 11, 18, and 25. 

You can sign up by going to firstpresnormal.org, click 
the Resources tab at the top. You choose the time 
and day that works best for you. You will be given 
the ID and password for Zoom once we know who is 
coming!  

We will be using the 3 Question Method for this 
study. What is this passage about? What can we 
learn about God? How can we apply it to our lives? 
We will try to cover one chapter per week. Let’s stay 
connected through God’s WORD!

NEW! ZOOM ADULT BOOK STUDY
In An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith, 
Barbara Brown Taylor reveals meaningful ways to 
discover the sacred in the small things we do and see, 
from simple practices such as walking, working, and 
prayer. Something as ordinary as hanging clothes on 
a clothesline becomes an act of meditation if we pay 
attention to what we’re doing and take time to notice 
the sights, smells, and sounds around us. Making eye 
contact with the cashier at the grocery store becomes a 
moment of true human connection. 
 
As we incorporate these practices into our daily lives, 
we begin to discover altars everywhere we go, in nearly 
everything we do. Through Taylor’s expert guidance 
and delicate, thought-provoking prose, we learn to live 
with purpose, pay attention, slow down, and revere 
the world we live in. Connect with other First Pres folks 
as we join together to read and discuss this inspiring 
book.  The book is available in paperback and Kindle on 
Amazon. 

Please read the first six chapters, and we’ll come 
together via Zoom to discuss on Thursday, July 16, 
7-9pm, to share how we are incorporating these 
practices in our lives.  

Mary Ann Pullin will facilitate the discussion and will 
provide details for the Zoom conference. Please RSVP 
to Mary Ann at map310@comcast.net.

ENJOY MUSIC MONDAYS!
Each Monday, you will have the opportunity to watch 
your church family showcase their musical talents! 
The video will post at 10am on Monday mornings on 
our Vimeo page. You can access this link by going to 
our website, firstpresnormal.org and clicking on the 
Music Monday Graphic. You can also bookmark this 
page as well on your browser for quick reference.



JUNE BIRTHDAYS

If you would like to be added or removed from 
this list, please contact Anne Lunt, Administrative 

Assistant at alunt@firstpresnormal.org.

Joni Painter
Gary Satchwell
Jamie Pott
Juliette Ramsey
Diane Brent
Roger Garrett
Bob Morris
Olivia Florence
Jenny Hoffman
Jack Porter
Emma Litwiller
Lucy Lannin
Caroline Walles
Karen Zappa
Heather Hanchett
Laurie Larsen
Guy Williams
Carrie Ewan
Tyler Frankowiak
Tyler Blanks
Edie Erzen
Rob Rice
Jeff Bathe
Pamela Maier
Teegan Hobbs
Andrew Woodward
Isaac Wilcox
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Lincoln Lannin
Youngsun Williams
Frank Miles
Bruce Patterson
Nicholas Florence
Forrest Harris
Elizabeth Sorenson
Laken Kruger
Tim Cobert
Emily McAllister
Barbara Miller
Kyle Pish
Gabrielle Schwalm
Linda Sabick
Drew Johnston
Tyler Swearingen
Morgan Brant
Joan Steinburg
Kathy Harms
Logan Henderson
Cheryl Abernathy
Myra Fincham
Cooper Flitz
Dalton Kruger
Stan Heitz
Tara Kruger

SENIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP CANCELED
Due to logistical concerns of getting supplies, 
coordinating safe sleep, and work arrangements, 
Youthworks has canceled ALL mission trips for 
summer 2020. Please reach out to Dana Sutton  at 
dana.ksutton@comcast.net or (309) 530-7552 with 
any questions that you may have. Please continue 
to pray for the communities that would have been 
served by Youthworks this summer across the 
country. Thank you!

CHURCH CAMP IS COMING!
Church Camp is August, 14-16! The registration 
forms are available at firstpresnormal.org, under 
the Resources tab. If you are even remotely thinking 
about going, please let Ann Lamkey know by June 
7, via email at alamkey@firstpresnormal.org. Don’t 
worry about money at this time. Also, those of you 
who have finished the 8th grade get a discount 
because you are a counselor-in -training!
-Ann Lamkey, Dir. of Children’s Ministry

VIRTUAL VBS IS COMING!
JULY 26-30!
Yes, it is true. History is 
being made at First Pres, 
as we empower parents 
this summer to teach “The 
Knights of North Castle” at 
home. Here is what you 
do. Registration begins 
June 7-21. Please register 

on our church website at firstpresnormal.org, under 
the “Resources” tab. You can register children age 3 
through 5th grade. 

Please note, we only have supplies for 70 kids. Inside 
each kit will be five daily art projects that go along 
with the daily theme, a CD of VBS music, a lanyard 
with the five Daily Bible Buddies, a name tag for each 
kid, bubbles, and sidewalk chalk for our preschool 
friends. 

There will also be a simple set of directions that will 
tell you how to access the Live Streaming Bible story 
with Sir Matthew, the Knight of the LORD’S table, 
music with Lady Julia, and a puppet show each day. 
Once we know who is coming, we will assign you a 
time on July 24 to drive to the church and pick up 
your VBS kit.  It will be fun! It will be easy! Parents 
will be the heroes! Stay tuned!
-Ann Lamkey, Dir. of Children’s Ministry
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