Welchvword

“On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen;

All day and night they will never keep silent

You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves,

And give Him no rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”

XXVI

Isaiah 62:6-7

The purpose of this newsletter is to
encourage prayer and passion for a true
revival of Apostolic Christianity. ,

The following material is offered in the
hopes of provoking zeal and providing a
vision of what the church could be if we would
fervently pray.

PRAYER MAKES HISTORY

Mr. Evans, often called ‘the John
Bunyan of Wales”, was born on Christ-
mas Day in 1766. “He was eminently a
man of prayer. Prayer was his daily
bread, the very breath of his spirit. He
considered himself entitled, through
Christ, to all the blessings of the gospel,
and came boldly to the throne of grace in
every time of need. During his whole
ministerial life, much of his time was
spentin the closet. It was his custom for
many years, to retire for devotion three
times during the day, and rise regularly
for the same purpose at midnight.”

“When he was about to preach at an
association, or any important occasion,
he would wrestle for hours with The
Angel of the covenant, nor relinquish his
holdtill he felt himself ‘endued with power
from on high.’ Then he came forth to the
congregation, as Moses from the Taber-
nacle, when he had communed with God.”
This was his secret, to tarry in prayer until
the anointing of the Spirit came. Al-
though he was often shabbily dressed
and awkward, large crowds came to hear
him preach and often there were tears,
weeping and an uncontrollable excite-
ment.

“On his arrival in Angleses, he found
ten small Baptist societies, in lukewarm
and distracted condition; himselfthe only
minister, and no brother to aid him within
a hundred and fifty miles. He com-
menced his labors in earnest. One of his

Christmas Evans

first movements was the appointment of
a day of fasting and prayer in all the
preaching places. He soon had the
satisfaction to realize an extensive re-
vival, which continued under his faithful
ministry for many years.”

Those who witnessed this great sea-
son of spiritual blessing reported that the
people were often so affected by Evans'
sermons that they literally danced for joy.
As aresultthey were nicknamed, “Welsh
Jumpers”. Others said the people
seemed like the inhabitants of a city
shaken by an earthquake, they rushed
into the streets, falling upon the ground,
screaming and calling upon God.

“In 1794, the South West Baptist
Association was held in Caermarthen-
shire. Mr. Evans was invited, as one of
the preachers on the occasion. It was a
Jjourney of about 200 miles. He under-
took it on foot, with his usual fortitude,
preaching at different places as he went

along. The meeting was to commence
with three consecutive sermons, the last
of which was to be preached by Mr.
Evans. The service was outdoors, and
the heatwas very oppressive. Mr. Evans
arose and began his sermon. Before he
had spoken fifteen minutes, scores of
people were on their feet, some weep-
ing, some praising, some leaping and
clapping their hands for joy. Nor did the
effect end with the discourse. Through-
out the evening, and during the whole
night, the voice of rejoicing and prayer
was heard in every direction; and the
dawning of the next day, awakening the
few that had fallen asleep from fatigue,
only renewed the heavenly rapture.”

Christmas Evans knew how to pray
and therefore knew the power of the Holy
Ghost. He viewed prayer, not as a pas-
sive or a casual thing, but as a responsi-
bility that must be PRACTICED. In a
sermon preached on the Holy Spirit, he
reminds us of this often neglected truth.
“Christ is making intercession on our
behalf without us and independently of
us. Butthe Holy Spiritis making interces-
sion through us, pleading in our prayers
with groanings that cannot be uttered.
He never acts without us. He inspires us
to pray, but the act of prayer is our own.
He works in us to will and to do His good
pleasure. But He does not will and do for
us!” If we are going to see revival WE
must pray!

References Used -

“Life & Sermons of
Christmas Evans”
byJoseph Cross

“Deeper Experiences of
Famous Christians”
by J. G. Lawson
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The true Church is the scene of a
continual, spiritual struggle for its own
existence. “Hold the pattern of sound
words which thou hast heard from me,”
Paul exhorts Timothy (2 Tim. 1:13). Ifwe
do not hold firmly on to the fellowship of
the Church, it will slip from our grasp. It
is of all things most vehemently assailed.
It is tempted to compromise with orga-
nized Christianity. Itis tempted to orga-
nize itself in order to conserve what it
has gained. Itis tempted to sectarian-
ism by limiting its growth to a certain
emphasis of Christian truth. When it
succumbs to any of these temptations,
declension follows, for progress has been
limited, and when it has reached the end
of its possible progress, it must fade out
as a spiritual power. This is the picture
that history so graphically portrays, the
picture of spiritual power followed by
declension, but from every scene of de-
clension God calls out His remnant.

The denominations of today are oftenthe
churches of yesterday. They each car-
ried the torch of the testimony so far,
then strayed from the path to rest
content with what they had achieved.
Butthe torch was taken up by others, and
will be borne forward till the Lord Himself
comes. The Church, therefore, knows
no organizational continuance. Its con-
tinuance lies in the spiritual life of the
Lord’s people wherever it has the oppor-
tunity of manifesting itself by their com-
ing together in His name.

The assembly based on the sure
ground of Scripture faces a most subtle
peril, the peril not of willingly accepting a
denominational or sectarian position, but
of allowing itself to be pushed into it.
‘Exclusivism’, among those who are truly
children of God, is an odious word. The
assembly is separate from worldly and
ecclesiastical organizations not to be
exclusive, butto be inclusive, foritis only
outside the camp of denominationalism

and sectarianism that a welcome for all
who are regenerate can be maintained,
whatever their own religious background.

The spiritual life and the Scriptural
order of the Church go together. The
order is the outcome of life, but it is also
conversely true that the continuance of
life is dependent on the order. All believ-
ers are priests and all are witnesses. The
assembly does not recognize any mem-
ber of its fellowship as a non-participant.
The assembly is the focal point of Chris-
tian service and responsibility. Its order
must encourage the constant flow of
spiritual life, otherwise the order itself will
be destroyed.

In some countries today there is
great concern among the large Christian
bodies to make the Church popular. Every
conceivable scheme is being brought
into play in order to attract people to the
Church. It is forgotten that the true
Church can never be attractive to the
world, and was never meant to be. It
is something which is completely beyond
the world’s understanding. People are
brought into the Church through the wit-
ness of the Lord’s children who comprise
the Church. When the life of Christ is
expressed through a spiritual order, be-
lievers will maintain a witness that is
spiritually effective. Others will be regen-
erated, and they will be added to the
Church, not because they, as worldly
people, were attracted to it, but because
they have been subjectto adivine change
which enables them to enterinto life on a
higher plane. The Church’s mission is
notto fitinto the world, butto see men
changed so that they will fit into the
Church.

The Church of the New Testamentis
no mere theory. Itis afact of the twenti-
eth century, as it was of the first. The
principles of the unchanging Word of
God, having been demonstrated and

tested for almost two thousand years,
have proved themselves applicable to
every age and every circumstance. The
Church authoritative, holy, witnessing,
invincible has continued and will con-
tinue, not in outward show and ostenta-
tion, but wherever the Lord has found a
people willing to gather round Him in
submission and obedience. Itisa Church
that is indissolubly one, bound by ties of
the Spirit.

Amid the bitter conflicts and trag-
edies of so-called Church history, the life
of the spiritual movement of the Church
has flowed on through the ages. The
splendid unity of a heavenly race, living
a heavenly life passed down from spiri-
tual generation to spiritual generation
has never been broken. They are pil-
grims and strangers still upon the
earth, bearing the reproach of Christ
outside the camp, pressing ‘on to-
ward the goal unto the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus"’.
They gather round Christ their Head,
owning His Word their guide, bearing the
torch of the testimony.

Jrom “The Torch of the Testimony”

L3220 0000

the>
ni

Qatch

Daily Prayer

Times at Western Hills Church
Monday thru Friday;

6 to 7am (auditorium)

Saturday; 8-11am (prayer room)




GRIEVING THE SPIRIT
OF REVIVAL

by G. D. Watson “Types of The Holy Spirit”

A true revival is preeminently the work of the
Holy Spirit, and the depth and magnitude of the
work depends largely on the number of people who
are in perfect union with the Holy Spirit. In times of
revival all spiritual forces come to a crisis, both good and
bad. Satan is on hand to muster all

There is often in the church a whimsical stubborn fault-
finding disposition. A watching for defects among God's
children, a picking out of blemishes in the singing, or the
praying, or the preaching. All this forms an enormous
barrier to the flow of the Holy Spirit. Such persons are
deceitful, hard to please, and what-

his children against a thorough work
of grace. He will also be busy in
society, devising all sorts of social
matters against revival. He will in-
fluence all weak, half-hearted be-
lievers in every way against a thor-
ough work. He will do everything
to discourage workers. He will
make them sick or cripple their
zeal, or tempt them in some way
to grieve the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit is more frequently grieved by
hidden things than by things which
are outward and visible. In times of
revival it is almost impossible to get
six persons out of a large commu-
nity, who in heart perfectly agree.
There may be an outward profession
of unity, and no one may detect any
definite sign of disharmony, yet the
human heart is so deceitful, and the

“The Spirit is
More
Frequently
Grieved by
Hidden Things
Than by Things
Which are
Outward and
Visible.”

ever excellencies they may have
they are a definite hindrance to
God’'s work. There is always a
company of evil spirits that cluster
around such persons to neutralize
all the good they attempt to do.

2. THE SPIRIT OF FEAR. Timid-
ity, moral cowardice, the fear of
public opinion, the fear of relatives
and friends, which prevents per-
sons from taking a bold, decisive
partin the church. Which prevents
them from leading in prayer, or
giving public testimony, or speak-
ing to souls on personal salvation,
all this fearfulness of spirit greatly
grieves the Holy Ghost. Some are
afraid that God will overburden
them with work, or make de-
mands of consecration beyond

interior conditions of perfect har-

mony require such utter unselfishness and transpar-
ency of spirit, that very few persons ever comply with
them in the sight of God. The following are some of the
things that grieve the Holy Spirit and hinder Him in
revivals:

1. ACRITICAL SPIRIT. Ido not mean the open rebuke
of sin, for this is commanded in God's Word. Neither do
I mean the just rebuke of ill-behaved persons in a
meeting, for this is a necessity, and no company of
worshipers should be disturbed by misconduct. But I
mean those who claim to be in sympathy with God's
work, yet they have a critical spirit against the leaders
of the meeting, or the methods of work that may be
adopted. Even though this criticism is not outspoken,
it greatly hinders the Holy Ghost.

their strength, and so they fail to
yield themselves fully to the Lord. While they may try
to busy themselves in the church and think they are
helping wonderfully, yet by that HIDDEN, miserable
fearfulness of heart, which is the very essence of disobe-
dience in the sight of God, they greatly hinder the power
of the Spirit!

3. SELF-OPINION GREATLY GRIEVES THE SPIRIT.
Many a revival is utterly prevented because prominent
ones in the meeting stubbornly hold on to a wrong
education, or to old theological notions. Some may have
anti-scriptural views concerning inbred sin, or growth
into heart purity, or the annihilation of the wicked.
Others may be prejudiced against the manifestations of
the Spirit, or divine healing. These things are unseen
hindrances to the operation of the Spirit. Teachableness

(continued on next page)




(continued from previous page)

of mind, a perfect willingness to have
only scriptural views, is a prerequi-
site condition for the descent of the
power of God.

4. A SPIRIT OF RESERVE WITH
GOD IS ANOTHER GRIEF TO THE
HOLY GHOST. In every revival there
are so many whose inner nature is
tied up with a cautious conserva-
tism, that persistently holds them
back from a full abandonment to
God and His work. They will boast of
wanting such wonderfully great
things. Yet there is an unexpressed
unwillingness to be and do all the
Lord wants, or to suffer all the Lord
wants them to suffer. They are con-
sciously holding themselves back,
lest they should slide down some
steep place and get drowned in the
ocean of God's will. This internal
checking of themselves not only pre-
vents their own full salvation, but
hinders the Spirit from using them
for the blessing of others.

5. SELF-PLANNING AS TO GOD'S
WORK. At the beginning of most
every revival, it is almost a universal
thing for those who are most inter-
ested to form some plan in their own
mind as to how God ought to come
and how the work ought to be done.
Each one forms a standard as to who
should lead the work or how it ought
to be conducted, or what divine dem-
onstrations should occur. So there

are a large number of mental sched-
ules which are invisible to mortal
eyes, but which bristle like antago-
nistic bayonets before the all-seeing
eye, and the blessed Holy Ghost who
reads the thoughts and interests of
the mind, finds Himself dictated to,
by the very people who outwardly
profess that they want God to have
His way.

“Man y Pray
for the
Outpouring of
the Spirit,
Whose Lives
Provoke the
Spirit.”

6. THE SPIRIT IS GRIEVED BY
OUR HAVING LIMITED VIEWS OF
CHRIST'S POWER. Oftentimes God

wants to begin with the leaders ofa

meeting and lead them into a fresh
baptism of fire or into a new depth of
self denial. But their rigid and nar-
row views of God’s saving grace is a
definite hindrance to the Spirit's

power. As aresult, the people under
such leadership often suffer with lim-
ited views of Christ's saving and sanc-

tifying power.

7. THE SPIRIT IS OFTEN GRIEVED
WHEN TESTS OF OBEDIENCE ARE
SHUNNED. It may be a question of
restitution or reconciliation, or the
confession of a backslidden state, or
the giving up of some indulgence.
There have been meetings where two
or three conspicuous persons utterly
failed to obey God on some test point,
and the work was a failure; the Spirit
was grieved away, Satan and his
black angels triumphed and the
work of God was put back for years.

8. THE SPIRIT IS OFTEN GRIEVED
BY OUR UNWILLINGNESS TO GO
BEYOND OTHERS. God often wants
some of us to go out into His will on
lines of prayer and faith and obedi-
ence, even beyond what other pro-
fessors of holiness will consent to.
When He calls, if we stop to measure
ourselves with others, and compare
ourselves among ourselves we may
greatly hinder a work of grace. God
can overcome the open and recog-
nized hindrances to His work a
great deal easier than He can the
hidden barriersin the hearts of His
people.

ALWAYS REMEMBER

The Watchword is a free monthly publication designed
to awaken the Church to her need for humility, repen-
tance and revival. We gratefully welcome your prayers
and financial support as the Holy Spirit leads. Please
Jeel free to make copies of the Watchword for your
Jamily, friends and ministry use.

Hidden In Him Prayer Watch

A truly prayerful and
consecrated life unto God can
only be established by faith.

It is by trusting in the
finished work of Christ that we
are empowered to produce the
fruit of love and righteousness.

“For whatever is born of
God overcomes the world; and
this is the victory that has
overcome the world; our
faith.” (IJohn 5:4)

HIDDEN IN HIM prayer watch “. .. thatin all things, He (JESUS CHRIST) may have the preeminence.” (Col 1:15-18)
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