
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E  

 

“Practical	Grace”	Sermon	Series	
Part	1:	Totally	Committed	to	Christ		

(Romans	12:1)	

 
 

� 	Review	
 

In the first eleven chapters of the book of Romans, the Apostle Paul sets forth a thorough 
description of our deep need for, and the deep riches of, God’s mercy in Christ. In chapter 12 
he transitions to describing our appropriate response to this divine mercy. In light of the gospel, 
he says, believers should offer their bodies as “living sacrifices” to God, ones that are “holy and 
pleasing” to him. In short, Paul is calling for a total commitment to the same Savior who totally 
committed himself to us at the cross. In view of God’s mercies, he argues, such a response 
would be “reasonable,” not extreme. Indeed, God’s mercy to us in the gospel is our 
motivation to be totally committed to Christ. Anything less is not worthy of the gospel. 

 
 

� 	Reflect	
 

1. What is the riskiest or scariest thing you’ve ever seen somebody do? Would you say that that 
person was “all in” for his or her particular project, sport, craft, occupation, or calling? What 
are the marks of someone who is “all in”? 
 

2. What is the riskiest or scariest thing you’ve ever done? What are your “all in” moments? Did 
the people around you understand your passion, commitment, and devotion, or did they 
just think you were crazy? (Since mental lapses are possible, might you have been crazy?) 
What made you decide to take the next step and go “all in” for such a risky venture?  
 

3. God’s Word challenges us to go “all in” with our lives for Christ. Sadly, many believers settle 
for simply giving Christ little pockets and portions of their lives. They give what is easy or 
convenient, when Christ calls us to surrender completely. Where does this “that’s far 
enough” mentality come from? What do you think most believers are afraid of in making a 
total commitment? Why might it actually be riskier in the long run for believers to settle for a 
half-hearted commitment to Christ than a full one? 

 
4. What does Paul mean by the expression “living sacrifice”? In our culture, how does the idea 

of complete surrender have negative overtones? When a person first comes to Christ, he or 
she often seeks Christ with “all in” fervor. What changes in a follower of Christ as time goes 
on? What does this reveal about many Christians’ understanding of salvation?  



5. How does the gospel (i.e., “God’s mercies”) motivate a response of total commitment to 
Christ? Review Pastor Tim’s flyover of Romans, locating the transitional verse (Romans 12:1) 
in the flow of Paul’s train of thought: 

 
§ God has something against us. (Romans 1:18-3:20) 
§ God has done something for us. (Romans 3:21-8:39) 
§ God has something to do through us. (Romans 9:1-11:36) 
§ God has something to do in and among us. (Romans 12:1-16:27) 

 
6. Read Jesus’ letter to the 1st-century churches of (a) Ephesus in Revelation 2:1-7; (b) Sardis in 

Revelation 3:1-6; and (c) Laodicea in Revelation 3:14-22. Do you get the impression that 
some of these churches were once filled with vibrant “living sacrifices” for Jesus? What does 
Jesus say caused their vibrancy to cool off? How can we prevent such a spiritual dynamic 
today?  

 
 

� 	Respond	
 

1. What kind of a “living sacrifice” are you being individually for Jesus right now? What kind of 
“living sacrifice” are we being corporately (as a church) for Jesus right now? What are the 
areas you (and we) might need to work on? Think at a very practical level, such as: 

 
§ Complaining, Gossiping, Cussing, Etc. 
§ Being Unkind, Unforgiving, Dismissive, Judgmental, Etc. 
§ Misplaced Passions, Priorities, Ventures, Spending, Etc. 

 
2. The continual nature of our “living sacrifice” is similar to one’s wedding vows. Although the 

bride and groom share meaningful words of commitment, the difficulty is not in making the 
vows, but in keeping them. How is your relationship with Christ like a marriage relationship? 
When are you typically challenged to compromise your vows before the Lord, even long 
after you’ve been “saved”? Like in a marriage, what mindsets and practices are vital to 
maintaining a relationship of submission to Christ throughout your spiritual journey?  

 
3. The famous evangelist D. L. Moody is often credited with saying, “The world has yet to see 

what God can do with a man fully consecrated to him. By God’s help, I aim to be that man” 
What would your life look like if you aimed “to be that man”? 

 
 

What is God saying to you? What are you going 
to do about what God is saying to you? 

 

 

2847 Moselem Springs Road (Route 662) 
P.O. Box 205 • Fleetwood, Pennsylvania 19522-0205 
Telephone (610) 944-9235 • Fax (610) 944-5350 
office@fleetwoodbible.org • www.fleetwoodbible.org 

 


