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PRACTICAL GRACE, PART 6 

HOLY HATRED 
Romans 12:9 

 
Believers must learn to love what God loves and hate what God hates. 

 
GENUINE LOVE is preeminent. 

 
Genuine love is the central aim of this collection of commands. 
Genuine love is the fruit of God’s grace, not the means of acquiring God’s grace. 
Genuine love is the exact opposite of what Judas showed to Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.  
 

GENUINE LOVE hates what is evil. 
 
Genuine love is opposed to whatever destroys the beloved. 
Genuine love takes sides and makes deep commitments. 
Genuine love is passionate, not dispassionate. 
Genuine love is modeled by God himself for his people. 
Genuine love is a regular choice to be made in the depths of one’s soul. 
 
The Boardroom of Your Soul 
 
§ Will—Chairman of the Soul 
§ Mind—Member of the Soul 
§ Heart—Member of the Soul 
§ Conscience—Advisory Member of the Soul 
§ Memory—Advisory Member of the Soul 
§ Imagination—Advisory Member of the Soul 
 
A Typical Battle in the Boardroom of Your Soul 
 
§ Imagination—“I’m bored, and I’m hungry. So, I would really enjoy ____________.” 
§ Conscience—“Hey, wait a minute. I can’t agree to that. This is a Christian soul!” 
§ Mind—“I’m tired and in no mood for another meeting. Is this issue really that big a deal?” 
§ Will—“I’ll eventually need to call for the vote, so I’d really like to hear everyone’s views on this.” 
§ Memory—“I remember pleasure, but I also remember guilt, so I’m not sure how to vote.” 
§ Heart—“I would really like to feel some pleasure, but I don’t want to feel any guilt. So, I’m torn.” 
 

GENUINE LOVE hates what is evil, and clings to what is good. 
 
Learn to hate evil with your mind, and mentally cling to what is good. (Proverbs 6:16-19; Philippians 4:8) 
Learn to hate evil with your heart, and emotionally cling to what is good. (John 3:20; John 21:15-17) 
Learn to hate evil with your will, and volitionally cling to what is good. (James 1:13-14; Romans 13:13-14) 
Call upon your conscience, your memory, and your imagination to help settle the debate! 
 
When the Holy Spirit Is Invited to Preside in the Boardroom of Your Soul 
 
§ Heart—“I love Christ, and I cannot do what will grieve him.” 
§ Mind—“I know Christ, and I cannot support what he hates.” 
§ Memory—“I remember Christ and all that he’s done for me, so I cannot vote against him.” 
§ Conscience—“I sense Christ’s guidance on this, and I cannot violate his leading.” 
§ Imagination—“I envision Christ on the cross, and I cannot enjoy what made him suffer.” 
§ Will—“I want Christ to have his way, so I move that we call the question without further delay.” 


