
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E  

 

“The	Incomparable	Christ”	Sermon	Series	
Part	1:	Transforming	Power	(John	2:1-11)	

 
 
Series Overview 
 
In the Gospel of John, Jesus performs seven significant miracles that John refers to as “signs.” These 
signs form the backbone of the first half of the book, and each sign is meant to reveal something about 
the person and work of Christ. One of the interesting features of the fourth Gospel is that the author 
hangs its key by the back door. That is, John doesn’t give us his purpose for writing in the opening 
paragraph as Luke does. Rather, he saves his purpose statement for the end: “Jesus did many other 
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written so that 
you may believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name” (John 20:30-31). The author states explicitly that his purpose for writing is expressed through 
these signs. Moreover, he has selected seven of them from a much larger number known to him to 
form the central core of Jesus’ ministry before his death, burial, and resurrection. They can be 
understood as divine endorsements of his authority, even as they clearly mark him out as “the 
incomparable Christ.” 
 
1. Changing Water into Wine (John 2:1-11)  
2. Healing the Royal Official’s Son (John 4:43-54)  
3. Healing the Disabled Man at the Pool (5:1-18)  
4. Feeding the Five Thousand (6:1-15)  
5. Walking on the Water (6:16-25)  
6. Healing the Man Born Blind (9:1-12)  
7. Raising Lazarus from the Dead (11:1-44)  
 
 
Review 
 
If you set out to create a myth about an awesome deliverer who could do amazing things, what would 
you invent as the inaugural feat of his career? If you were fabricating a biography about some great 
messianic legend—just making up stories to get people to believe in his power and glory—how would 
you begin your tale? A marvelous healing? A mighty exorcism? A mind-blowing resurrection? Jesus’ 
first miracle was to prevent a catering disaster! That’s not a likely place to start a landmark biography, 
but that’s what happened in history, so that’s how John recorded it. Before Jesus saved any souls, he 
saved a wedding reception. The story of Jesus changing the water to wine at Cana of Galilee shows us 
that Jesus is the promised messiah whose mission is your joy and transformation. At this particular 
wedding reception, Jesus functions in three different roles—as a guest, a son, and a host. What he did 
there was so great, we’re still talking about it 2,000 years later. 



Reflect 
 
1. What is the most memorable experience you’ve ever had at a wedding?  
2. What makes weddings so special? What makes weddings a difficult time for families?  
3. Why do people want their weddings to be so perfect?  
4. Is there any significance in Jesus being at a wedding?  
5. Why do you suppose Jesus comes across so abruptly with his mother? 
6. What was so significant about Jesus changing water into wine?  
7. If you had been one of the servants, how would you have felt about carrying ceremonial washing 

water (cf. water from our footwashing basin) to the banquet master? 
8. The servants willingly took the water to the master; what does this say about them?  
9. What do you think the servants thought when they heard that the water they had taken to the 

banquet master had been miraculously turned into wine?  
10. Why do you think this was Jesus’ first miracle?  
11. Do you have a hard time believing in miracles? If they happen today, are they rare or frequent? 
12. What areas of your life do you think might need transformation? 
 
 
Respond 
 
During the sermon, Pastor Tim suggested six applications from the text. Discuss how each might be 
practically lived out in your own life and in the life of your Community Group. 
 
1. Take your concerns to Jesus—however large or small you think they may be. 
2. Obey Jesus even when you don’t fully understand what he may be up to at any given moment. 
3. Let Jesus operate on his own timetable, trusting that he orders all things according to his perfect 

wisdom. 
4. Recognize that even the best things in life are just “water” compared to Jesus, who is “the best 

wine.” 
5. Let the coming joys of the eternal feast encourage you amidst the trials and sorrows of this life. 
6. Believe in Jesus and treasure him as your ultimate purification, satisfaction, and delight. 
 
 

What is God saying to you? What are you going to 
do about what God is saying to you? 
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