
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E  

 

“The	Weeping	King”	Palm	Sunday	Sermon	
(Luke	19:28-44)	

 
 

� 	Review	
 

Leaders try hard not to cry in public. Instead, they seek to project a measure of strength and 
courage in difficult situations. They usually want to send a message that everything is under 
control, and crying just unnerves the people who have to watch it. So politicians and public 
figures try to stuff their tears and stifle their emotions. If, for some reason, they do cry in public, 
they strive to “leak” a little, not gush. On the first Palm Sunday, Jesus cried openly in public. 
Luke 19:41 says he wept over the city of Jerusalem, and the word for “wept” there means to sob 
or to wail. It was a great lament, not a little sniffle. But why was Jesus so upset? His answer was 
both bold and blunt: “because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you” (Luke 
19:44). It’s a passage that reminds us that to receive Jesus is to receive God, and to reject 
Jesus is to reject God. Ultimately, Jesus’ tears were an ominous sign that the week ahead 
would be a long and difficult one for him. 
 
 

� 	Reflect	
 

1. Describe a time when you saw someone cry (or get uncharacteristically angry), and it upset 
you greatly. Why do you suppose you were unnerved by such a display of raw emotion? 
 

2. When other people express deep emotions, do you feel the need to respond in a certain 
way? Do you feel the need to “fix” them (or perhaps flee from them)? Might different 
situations call for different responses on your part? 
 

3. Do Jesus’ tears in this passage suggest that he was “losing it”? What hints in the text suggest 
that he was in complete control of all the unfolding events? 
 

4. Review the manner in which Jesus entered Jerusalem. What was the significance of his 
arriving this way, rather than just casually walking in? What message was he trying to 
communicate? What of that message do you think the people got, and what did they miss? 

 
5. Luke 19:38 is based on an Old Testament quotation. Indicate where the Old Testament 

verse is found and why it may have been quoted. How do the people change it? Also, what 
does “Hosanna” mean?  (The term is not found in Luke but is present in Matthew and Mark.) 

 
6. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus warns his disciples and others not to talk about the miracles 

they had seen, or the revelation that they had received that he was the Messiah. Why do you 
suppose he now reverses that policy on Palm Sunday? 



7. What does it say about Jesus when he claims that if people do not praise him, the stones will 
cry out (cf. Luke 19:40)? How is such an audacious claim even justified? Defended? 

 
8. In Luke 19:42-44, Jesus describes a coming holocaust for the people of Israel. This holocaust 

culminated in 70 A.D. when Titus destroyed Jerusalem. Jesus’ reason for the disaster: Israel 
refused to acknowledge the time of God’s visitation. Was this judgment “just” or “overkill”? 
 

9. Do verses 42-44 have a message for us today, or do they apply only to a past situation? 
(Hint: What is the final judgment?) Could such verses ever be used to justify anti-Semitism?  
 
 

� 	Respond	
 

1. Pastor Tim presented several dangers suggested by Luke’s Palm Sunday story. Briefly 
comment on the spiritual dynamics of each (i.e., what does it look like to do these things?): 

 
§ It is dangerous to sacrifice to Jesus without surrendering to him. 
§ It is dangerous to respect Jesus publicly without receiving him personally. 
§ It is dangerous to call Jesus your king while denying him the throne of your heart. 
§ It is dangerous to view Jesus as a good moral teacher but not as the Son of God. 
§ It is dangerous to think Jesus is always affirming but never challenging toward his people. 
§ It is dangerous to see Jesus as a great spiritual leader without recognizing his deity. 

 
2.  Pastor Tim also stated that the kingship of Jesus presses upon us several questions that we 

as believers need to wrestle with. Personally reflect on these questions: 
  

§ What kind of subject am I in the kingdom of Christ? 
§ Am I living an obedient life, or am I cultivating a life of secret sin? 
§ Is there anything I am continuing to do that I know God wants me to stop? 
§ Is there anything I know God wants me to do that I have not yet done? 
§ Are there any limits I have placed on what I am willing to do for God and his kingdom? 
§ Is there any part of my life where I am failing to “let go” and trust God completely? 
§ Do I take God’s commands to praise him seriously, or am I indifferent toward worship? 

 
3. Who in your life can help you answer these questions honestly? What is the remedy for any 

areas where we have failed? What hope do we have in “the weeping King”? 
 
 
 

 
What is God saying to you? What are you going 

to do about what God is saying to you? 
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