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WORSHIP AT HOME
As we end the year 2020, which will be a year none
of us forget anytime soon let’s take a moment to
look ahead. We finished the year in a season of
renewal and we can’t think of a better way to step
into the new year than by renewing our covenant
with God. This is not new to us Methodists; in fact
it is something that started with John Wesley in
1775. We hope that this Sunday you can spend
some time worshiping by yourself, with your
spouse, or as a family. One of the reasons we are
not meeting this Sunday and we are encouraging
everyone to worship at home is so that everyone
can experience the power of the Holy Spirit at
work wherever you find yourself. True worship
does not happen at church, or when you hear a
good sermon, or even when the music is live. True
worship happens when you open your heart to the
Holy Spirit and stop the noise in your life long
enough to listen to the voice of God that
(cont. on p. 2)

∞
One design
you are to
pursue to the
end of time –
the enjoyment
of God in
time and in
eternity.
~John Wesley

We invite you to use this guide by yourself, with your
spouse, or with your family to create a memorable
time of worship.

(cont. from page 1)

is constantly calling us
into His presence. That is
what we are inviting you
to do today. Turn off the
TV, make a cup of coffee,
gather with you family, or
find your favorite quiet
space, take a minute to let
go of all of the
distractions and tell your
mind that today you are
going to give everything
you have to God for a new
worship experience. We
will know this is a real
worship experience when
we leave ready to step
into the New Year
renewed in heart, mind,
soul, and spirit, ready to
see transformation
happen not only in our

church lives, but our daily
lives as well. When you’re
ready to spend the next 30
– 45 minutes in worship
we invite you to go
through the following
worship service and do all
you can to be present to
how God is renewing you
this Sunday. Be authentic!
Be present to the Holy
Spirit! Tell yourself you
are not going to hold
back. Be Renewed!

PREPARATION
Worship starts with
preparation. Preparing our
hearts and mind to enter
into God’s presence and lift
our voices in praise and
adoration. Start with a
prayer of invitation, here is
one you can pray out loud.
Almighty God, You
search our hearts and
you see every part of us.
All our heart’s desires
are known to You, and
from You no secrets are
hidden. By the
inspiration of Your Holy
Spirit, cleanse our hearts
so we may perfectly love
You and glorify Your
holy name. We pray this
through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, Amen.

We invite you to choose one or more of the
following options to do on your own or with
your family.




Listen to the following
song and focus on the
words and what it says
about who God is.
https://youtu.be/
nQWFzMvCfLE (What
a Beautiful Name by
Hillsong) or play you
favorite worship song.
Spend 10 minutes in
silence (no TV, no
Phones, No talking)
focusing on who God is,
creator, comforter,
father, healer,
redeemer, promise

keeper, King of Kings
and Lord of Lords. End
by asking the Holy
Spirit to be present in
your worship
experience today.


Voice out loud any
obstacles that may be
stopping you from
stepping into true
worship this morning.
(If you can do this alone
that is big, if your
family can do this
together that is
powerful.)

You were the Word at the beginning
One with God the Lord Most High
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You our Christ

How sweet is Your name Lord
How good You are
We love to sing in Your name Lord
We love to sing it through Your...

What a beautiful name it is
What a beautiful name it is
The name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a beautiful name it is
The name of Jesus

Death could not hold You
The veil tore before You
You silenced the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring
The praise of Your glory
For You are raised to life again

You didn't want heaven without us
So Jesus, You brought heaven down
My sin was great, Your love was greater
What could separate us now
What a wonderful name it is
What a wonderful name it is
The name of Jesus Christ my King
What a wonderful name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a wonderful name it is
The name of Jesus
What a wonderful name it is
The name of Jesus

You have no rival
You have no equal
Now and forever, God You reign
Yours is the kingdom
Yours is the glory
Yours is the name above all names
What a powerful name it is
What a powerful name it is
The name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful name it is
Nothing can stand against
What a powerful name it is
The name of Jesus

Alternate Idea
If the video is not available
to you, read the lyrics
below aloud.

You have no rival
You have no equal
Now and forever, God You reign
Yours is the kingdom
Yours is the glory
Yours is the name above all names
What a powerful name it is
What a powerful name it is
The name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful name it is
Nothing can stand against
What a powerful name it is
The name of Jesus
What a powerful name it is
The name of Jesus
What a powerful name it is
The name of Jesus

Source: Musixmatch
Songwriters:
Ben Fielding / Brooke Ligertwood
What A Beautiful Name lyrics © Hillsong

SCRIPTURE READING
Next we invite you to read a passage of
scripture:
Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9 in your
favorite version.


Take a few minutes with these verses.



How can you put this passage of
scripture into practice?





How often do you talk about God in your
life? Family? Work? To yourself?
Where is one place you can give your
word to start talking about the life God
has called you to in your life after today?

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 The
Message
4 Attention, Israel!

God, our God! God the one
and only!
5 Love God, your God, with
your whole heart: love him
with all that’s in you, love him
with all you’ve got!
6-9 Write these
commandments that I’ve
given you today on your
hearts. Get them inside of you
and then get them inside your
children. Talk about them
wherever you are, sitting at
home or walking in the street;
talk about them from the time
you get up in the morning to
when you fall into bed at
night. Tie them on your hands
and foreheads as a reminder;
inscribe them on the
doorposts of your homes and
on your city gates.

We invite you to choose one or more of the
following options to do on your own or with
your family.




Listen to the following
song and focus on the
words and what it says
about who God is.
https://
youtu.be/0hDlKm2TAv
Y (Your Love Never
Fails by Newsboys)
Spend 10 minutes in
silence thinking about
what it means to trust
God’s word, what God’s
word says about you,
what it means to trust
God, what a life

Nothing can separate
Even if I run away
Your love never fails
I know I still make mistakes
You have new mercy for me
everyday
Cause your love never fails
You stay the same through the
ages
Your love never changes
There may be pain in the night
But joy comes in the morning
The wind is strong and the
water's deep
I'm not alone here in these open
seas
Cause your love never fails
The chasm is far too wide
I never thought I'd reach the
other side

trusting God will look
like for you.


Voice out loud where
you have seen God at
work in your life.
Prayers answered,
Strength given, Peace
found, healing
happened.

But your love never fails
You stay the same through the
ages
Your love never changes
There may be pain in the night
But joy comes in the morning

Alternate Idea
If the video is not available
to you, read the lyrics
below aloud.

And when the oceans rage
I don't have to be afraid
Because I know that you love me
Your love never fails
Oh oh oh, oh oh oh, oh oh
Cause your love never fails

And when the oceans rage
I don't have to be afraid
Source: LyricFind
Because I know that you love me Songwriters: Anthony Skinner / Chris
Mcclarney
Your love never fails
You make all things work
together for my good
You make all things work
together for my good
You stay the same through the
ages
Your love never changes
There may be pain in the night
But joy comes in the morning

SCRIPTURE READING
Read the following scripture in your favorite version:
Colossians 3:7-17.
Take a few minutes to read, process, and then think through or talk
about the following questions.
 What was the first thing that came to mind when you read this passage?


Are there things you still cling to instead of giving everything to God?



What would a new nature look like in your life?



What does the peace of Christ look like?

Col. 3:7-17 The Message
5-8 And that means killing off everything connected with that way of death: sexual promiscuity,
impurity, lust, doing whatever you feel like whenever you feel like it, and grabbing whatever attracts
your fancy. That’s a life shaped by things and feelings instead of by God. It’s because of this kind of
thing that God is about to explode in anger. It wasn’t long ago that you were doing all that stuff and
not knowing any better. But you know better now, so make sure it’s all gone for good: bad temper,
irritability, meanness, profanity, dirty talk.
9-11 Don’t lie to one another. You’re done with that old life. It’s like a filthy set of ill-fitting clothes
you’ve stripped off and put in the fire. Now you’re dressed in a new wardrobe. Every item of your new
way of life is custom-made by the Creator, with his label on it. All the old fashions are now obsolete.
Words like Jewish and non-Jewish, religious and irreligious, insider and outsider, uncivilized and
uncouth, slave and free, mean nothing. From now on everyone is defined by Christ, everyone is
included in Christ.
12-14 So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you:
compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content with second
place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you. And
regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without
it.
15-17 Let the peace of Christ keep you in tune with each other, in step with each other. None of this
going off and doing your own thing. And cultivate thankfulness. Let the Word of Christ—the
Message—have the run of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives. Instruct and direct one
another using good common sense. And sing, sing your hearts out to God! Let every detail in your
lives—words, actions, whatever—be done in the name of the Master, Jesus, thanking God the Father
every step of the way.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God invites us into a new
life. This life is exemplified
in the life of Jesus. So often
we profess or knowledge
of Jesus, but how often do
we sincerely give our lives
over to Jesus and
experience a new life. In
order to truly do this we
often have to be brave
enough to confess our
weaknesses and failures.
This does not make us bad
or failures, but instead it
confesses that we are
human and need Him to
renew us in every way. We
invite you to read this
confession prayer aloud
and be open to where God
might be showing you
places in your own heart
that might need to be
renewed in Him.
Pray out loud.
We are those who seek to live
as true disciples of Jesus
Christ, but sometimes we fall
short. Let us now examine

ourselves before God, humbly
confessing our sins, and
submitting our hearts so that
we do not deceive ourselves
and cut ourselves away from
God. Let us pray. Father God,
you have set forth the way of
life through Your Son Jesus
Christ, whom You dearly love.
We confess that we have been
slow to learn of Him and have
been reluctant to follow Him.
You have spoken and called to
us but we have not listened.
You have revealed Your
beauty to us, but we have
been blind. You have
stretched out Your hands to
us through our friends, but we
have passed them by. We
have accepted Your gifts and
offered little thanks. We are
unworthy of Your unchanging
love.

We invite you to choose one or more of the
following to do by yourself or with your family.



Listen to the following song focusing on the words and what is says about God. https://
youtu.be/r2zhf2mqEMI (Come As You Are by Crowder)



Spend 10 minutes in silence thinking about God’s love, God’s grace, God’s mercy, God’s redeeming heart.



Voice out loud how God has redeemed you. What is a story you can voice of a time when you
were at a low point and felt God’s love renew your spirit? (These are sometimes the hardest
things to voice, but most often are the most powerful especially if you are brave enough to
share with someone else. We feel like we are the only person in the world that has fallen but
when we are authentic with others we often find out we are more alike than we thought. )

Confession often leaves us feeling empty, but that is exactly where we need to be when we
come to worship. Who better to refill and renew our spirits than the creator God who knows
everything we try to keep hidden. When we feel down and helpless, or when we feel unworthy
and unclean that is exactly where God meets us to renew us, to lift us up, and to set us back
on the right path. As we finish 2020 and we have all been tested in new ways by everything
that has been thrown at us. We challenge you to empty yourself today so that God can refill
you with His Holy Spirit. What if this past year is exactly what we needed in order to remind
us that we are not in control? What if we needed to be broken in order to be truly healed?
How many people are worn out from trying to hold everything together this past year and if
2021 turns out to be as bad they feel like they might not make it? As you are worshipping today listen to God’s voice, He is telling you to let go, stop trying to manage everything, trust
Him, He is inviting you to a new life not defined by the events of the world around you but
rather a life that transform the world around you. Recognize today that without Jesus we are
nothing. (Read John 15:1-8) We encourage you to step into 2021 renewed in mind, body, and
soul, filled with the Holy Spirit and ready to transform the world around you, stepping fully
into the Kingdom of God here and now. No longer waiting for the kingdom to come but rather working to transform the world you find yourself in into the Kingdom of God around
you. We challenge you to see where God is already at work around you and to give your word
to joining Him in that work.

As we close, we invite you to choose one or
more of the following to do by yourself or with
your family.


Listen to the following song focusing on the words and what is says about God: https://youtu.be/
lA7n7TwPDmw (Joy by for King and Country).
 Spend 10 minutes in silence thinking about what life will look like living in the Kingdom of God today. How will life change for you? How will you interact with people differently? How will you see
those around you differently? How will you react to “bad news” differently? How will you show up
differently?
 Voice out loud your word to respond differently. Talk about ways to live differently despite what
circumstances you might be in. Talk about what you will do to help transform the world around
you into the Kingdom of God here and now. (What are some areas you will join God in mission today?)
Pray out loud.
Jesus, I here and now accept You as the only new and living Way. I join myself in covenant with You.
I come to You hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, unworthy even to wash the feet of Your
servants. With all my power, I accept You as my Lord and Head. I renounce my own unworthiness,
and vow that You are the Lord, my righteousness. I renounce my own wisdom and take You for my
only guide. I renounce my own will and take Your will as my law. Jesus, I hear and now make this
covenant with You and accept whatever comes in life. Through Your grace I promise that neither
death nor life will separate me from You. I here and now take on Your yoke and burden. All Your laws
are holy, just, and good. I accept them as the rule for my words, thoughts, and actions, promising I
will strive to order my whole life around Your direction. I will not allow myself to neglect anything I
know to be my duty. O God, You know that we have made this covenant today in sincerity, without
deceit or reluctance. If You find anything false in us, guide us and help us to set it right. And now,
glory be to You, God the Father. From this day forward, I shall look upon You as my God and Father.
Glory be to You, God the Son. You have loved me and washed me from my sins in Your own blood.
From this day forward, I shall look upon You as my Savior and Redeemer. Glory be to you. O God the
Holy Spirit. By Your almighty power, You have turned my heart from my sin to God. From this day
forward I shall look upon You as my Comforter and Guide. O mighty God, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, you have now become my covenant Friend. And I, through Your infinite grace, have become
Your covenant servant. You are mine and I am Yours. So be it. May this covenant that I have made
here on earth be ratified in heaven. Amen.

We hope you have had a powerful worship experience. Wherever
you are and whatever is going on in your life, you can always hear
God’s call to enter into His presence and worship. We hope this has
been as powerful for you as it has been for us. We can’t wait to see
how God is going to transform our community into His kingdom
here and now and what role He has for you and your family in His
kingdom.
Consider journaling about your experience….either here or on your
own paper.

Go in peace to love and transform the world around you.

