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The Mighty Deeds Of God 
Acts 2 

 
Read Acts 2 
This is the Word of the LORD. 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
My brother is three years older than I am.  I was still in high school – and had just gotten my driver’s 
license – when he invited me to come to visit him at Lafayette College where he was a student. It 
was a big deal for me, driving from West Chester to Easton, PA.   
 
This was – literally – forty (40) years ago. It was a big weekend on campus. It was early in the winter 
semester, so there was not a lot of anxiety about projects, papers, and tests. I was kind of wide-
eyed about the whole thing, trying to take in as much of the college scene as I could figure out. We 
were in his dorm room in the late afternoon when all of a sudden there was an explosion of voices. 
People were rushing out of their rooms and shouting and yelling and high fiving and hugging each 
other. The only thing we could make out was, “U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.!” 
 
The Miracle on Ice – the 1980 Olympic Hockey team victory over the Soviet Union’s team – had just 
occurred and the place went wild. We ran to the fraternity where he was pledging to find a 
television. People were running all over campus. Crowds gathered and the noise was tremendous 
and we all were watching the reports: the people crying with joy in the stands, the buzz of the 
announcers, the replay of Al Michael’s calling, “McClenehan is there, the puck is still loose; eleven 
seconds, you got ten seconds, the countdown going on right now, Morrow, up to Shultz, five 
seconds, do you believe in miracles? Yes!”  

I still get chills seeing that clip. I remember.  

It made no sense. It was all people could talk about. It was bigger than a hockey game, it was a 
moment of national redemption.  

A few years later, I remember watching the national news and seeing reports of people with 
sledgehammers on top of the Berlin Wall. Now, granted, I was not the most worldly or savvy 
individual, but it seemed odd to me that people would be chipping away – with vigor – at this 
heavily guarded place. There were people running and hugging and celebrating and there was 
music and tears and shouting. It made no sense. It was all people could talk about. 

And then, we have right now. Right now, there is this invisible thing out there that has stopped the 
world in its tracks. There we were, minding our own business in January and February of this year – 
just a few months ago – thinking about celebrating Holy Week when all of a sudden, everything shut 
down. This invisible thing is so big, so strong, so powerful, that we are still trying to figure out the 
ways to cope with it and to discern what it means for the future. How will things look 3 months, 6 
months, a year from now? Things will not be as they were.  It makes no sense. It is all people can 
talk about right now. 
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These were big events. Sudden. Powerful. Meaningful. When you don’t see it coming (like the 
hockey), it is bewildering. Even when you do see it coming sometimes an event is so big and so 
transformative that it is still bewildering.  
 
That’s Pentecost. Pentecost is bewildering. And transformative. Today, even looking back, it can 
give us chills to think about how it must have felt to be there, to experience this overwhelming 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
Pentecost is when God empowered the church for mission. 
 
A little review: the name we attribute to this celebration, Pentecost, actually refers to one of the 
three great festivals in Jerusalem that would draw Jews from all over the world. Passover, or the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, which Jesus celebrated with his disciples on the last night of his life 
prior to the crucifixion, was the first. Pentecost, or the Feast of the Harvest, which is a festival 
making offerings to God for the harvest of the first fruits of the season, was the second and it would 
be scheduled for 50 days after the Passover. The third was the Feast of the Ingathering at the end of 
the year, when they gathered in all the crops at the final harvest. (Exodus 23).  

(There is a sermon in here about giving – tithing – and the expectation that God gets the first and 
the best, and not just what is left over or however much we think we can do without.) 

So, Jews from around the world were gathering in Jerusalem in order to make their “thank offering” 
to God for the first fruits.  

As Luke’s reporting seems to indicate, Jerusalem must have been an interesting place. Things still 
would not have completely settled from the events of the Passover week. The news of Jesus’ 
triumphant ride into the city, his arrest, torture, and crucifixion would have still be on many minds; 
particularly now because the first fruits offerings would be the first major event in Jerusalem since 
that time. There may have been rumors of Jesus’ resurrection floating around, but the disciples had 
been mostly invisible, pretty much keeping to themselves. 

Suddenly, there was this remarkable sound, this unexplainable jubilation, this incredible 
manifestation of energy and conversation, people declaring the mighty acts of God. The Holy Spirit 
was moving among them, convicting hearts and drawing many together to receive the message of 
salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Pentecost is God’s confirmation that we have everything we need in order to share the gospel with 
others. It is not in our own strength that the kingdom of God is built, it is with our witness, with our 
testimony, with our sharing the things we have seen and experienced God do in our midst.  

There are no impediments to our participation in the mission of the church in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Let me say that again: there are no obstacles to our participation in the mission of the church 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. There is no one stopping us from sharing the gospel – but us. There 
is no hurdle we have to put behind us before we share the gospel – other than our own fear and 
reluctance. Right now, we have excused ourselves because of the quarantine, “Really, who can we 
talk with? We are supposed to keep our distance. Besides, we need to get through this and then we 
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can talk about Jesus.” By the way, I am not pointing the fingers at any of you, I have wrestled with 
that thought.  

We are good at finding hurdles: for Presbyterians, there was the generation-long hurdle about 
ordination standards. For years when I was traveling, I heard Presbyterians say sincerely, “If only we 
could stop talking about sex and ordination standards, we could get back to the real work of the 
church.” Even as they were saying it, they were deaf to the relief in their voices, as if these debates 
excused them from the privilege – the blessing – of being Christ’s witnesses. Friends, debates on 
issues – whether within the church or beyond in local or national politics --  do not relieve us or 
prevent us from sharing God’s deeds of power with others.  

Pentecost means that you and I have been equipped with everything we need: the Holy Spirit. We 
have all the power and all the information we need. No one else can share your story; no one else 
has seen the things you have seen and no one else has experienced the things you have 
experienced. You have been uniquely gifted and equipped to share your life with others. When you 
do not share your life and testimony of what God has done, it is like you are burying in the back 
yard the gift you have been given. 

Pentecost is a time to remember how God has empowered the church for its mission. It is vital that 
we remember why the church exists. Remember: as the Westminster Shorter Catechism begins, 
“The chief end of mankind is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever!” 

That is the part of this text serves as an encouragement and affirmation for believers. There is 
another aspect of this story as Luke shared it.   

 
Christians should not expect everyone else to understand or affirm God. 
 
This is not a standard part of a Pentecost sermon, but I think it is important for us to see and to 
remember. Verses 12 and 13 give the scope of the crowd’s reaction. “All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are 
filled with new wine.’” 
 
We often speed right by this last group because we want to get to Peter’s sermon and the great 
conclusion, “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  
 
But what about the people who sneered?  
 
Some people discounted what they saw. “Drunks,” they said. Today’s equivalent would be just as 
dismissive, “bunch of hippies.” “Slackers.” “Freaks.” “Fanatics.” Those are scary words for us, aren’t 
they? We do not like to be singled out. It is uncomfortable to be labeled as “different.” When I start 
down this road in my mind, I tend to start thinking, “I am not that different; I am the same. It is just 
that I have found something great and want to share it.”  
 
The dismissive sneering is how the world responds to God. Think about that for a moment. The 
world shuns and shames those who respond to God.   
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When we cringe and when we begin to get nervous about standing out from the world, it is helpful 
to remember Jesus’ words: 

“If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. If you belonged to 
the world, the world would love you as its own. Because you do not belong to the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world—therefore the world hates you. Remember the 
word that I said to you, ‘Servants are not greater than their master.’ If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they will do all 
these things to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.  

We see this happening in our midst today. (It is not unique to our time, but it certainly is evident.) 
What does our culture value? Hedonism. Pleasure is the highest good. Wealth, power, sex, security; 
if it feels good, then it must be right. What is sin? Denying yourself the things that please you.  
 
We live in a time when comedians – particularly, late night talk show hosts – serve as the moral 
barometer in our nation. In the name of “jokes,” they lash out at the backward values of those who 
stand faithfully. They revel in finding inconsistencies in believer’s public lives to demonstrate that 
they are untrustworthy hypocrites. They mock and scorn relentlessly, while demanding that their 
own failures remain unexamined.  
 
If those are the accepted judges of morality, what is America valuing?  

There is an irony in recent days. An article posted on-line highlighted the absurdity of the world in 
which we find ourselves: 

Historian Tom Holland is known primarily as a storyteller of the ancient world. Thus, his 
newest book Dominion: How the Christian Revolution Remade the World, came as 
something of a surprise for several reasons. First, Tom Holland is not a Christian. Second, 
Holland’s book is one of the most ambitious historical defenses of Christianity in a very 
long time. 
 
While studying the ancient world, Holland writes, he realized something. Simply, the 
ancients were cruel, and their values utterly foreign to him. The Spartans routinely 
murdered “imperfect” children. The bodies of slaves were treated like outlets for the 
physical pleasure of those with power. Infanticide was common. The poor and the weak 
had no rights. 
 
How did we get from there to here? It was Christianity, Holland writes. Christianity 
revolutionized sex and marriage, demanding that men control themselves and prohibiting 
all forms of rape. Christianity confined sexuality within monogamy. (It is ironic, Holland 
notes, that these are now the very standards for which Christianity is derided.) Christianity 
elevated women. In short, Christianity utterly transformed the world. 
 
In fact, Holland points out that without Christianity, the Western world would not exist. 
Even the claims of the social justice warriors who despise the faith of their ancestors rest 
on a foundation of Judeo-Christian values. Those who make arguments based on love, 

https://www.amazon.com/Dominion-Christian-Revolution-Remade-World/dp/0465093507
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tolerance, and compassion are borrowing fundamentally Christian arguments. If the West 
had not become Christian, Holland writes, “no one would have gotten woke.”1 
 

The point here is that we should not be surprised that the world seems strange and alien to us; and 
we seem strange and alien to the world. It has taken me a long time to realize just how insightful 
was Paul when he wrote to Timothy, “For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boasters, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, inhuman, implacable, 
slanderers, profligates, brutes, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to the outward form of godliness but denying its 
power.” Yep. We see that.  

 It is important we proclaim the truth. 
 
Pentecost reminds us that the world will not respond favorably even to the visible manifestation of 
the Holy Spirit in our midst. We do not have to “succeed” in making converts in order to be 
successful in bearing witness.  

Regardless of how the world reacts, it is important we share God’s deeds of power with those 
around us. Their unbelief, their offense, their rejection does not change the fact that God’s 
salvation is good news that we are to proclaim. We need not be offensive; but we need to share 
even if the world may be offended.  
 
Note what the disciples were doing. They were not trying to win an argument. They were not trying 
to prove God. All they were doing was pointing out what God has done – in Jerusalem, where they 
were. They were bearing witness where they were.  
 
More than ever, right now, we are being called to bear witness to what we have seen God do. God 
is at work in the midst of this pandemic. During our session meeting, there were several comments 
about how people have heard stories of others coming to faith or being renewed in their faith 
because of worship services are being posted on-line. They have encountered the living God in this 
time. We pray that happens more and more; we pray that happens with this video.  

The Holy Spirit is at work in the life of the church – in your life, in my life, in our life together – to 
proclaim the gospel and to make disciples of all nations. The church is to bear fruit, and everyone in 
the church is to bear fruit. We talk about the Holy Spirt today at Pentecost; however, just like the 
spiritual harvest was not concluded and fulfilled on that first Pentecost, so also it is not complete 
now on this Pentecost. 

One of my favorite stories about Jesus is the time he got into a boat and sailed across Lake Galilee 
to a place called the Gerasenes. The boat is pulled ashore just a short distance from a cemetery. As 
Jesus sets foot on the shore a wild madman comes charging out of the graveyard and runs at him 
screaming. This guy is terrifying. He’s mentally deranged, lives in the cemetery, is always self 
mutilating himself – he has cuts and bruises all over his body; has amazing strength – the locals are 
so terrified of him they try to chain him up but he always manages to break free. Now he comes 

                                                        
1 https://stream.org/atheists-in-praise-of-
christianity/?fbclid=IwAR1Dr_tpZpB8gxJAbFYJNUN8tmSojZiGrUncZvNxw5Yn46lKrZGrVCqSlho 
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charging at Jesus, screaming "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?! Do you 
want to torture me?!" 

A dramatic encounter takes place in which Jesus confronts this man’s deranged personality and 
casts his demons out. The man finds himself healed, calm and peaceful, in his right mind. Now, 
here’s what I like. Here’s how the story ends: "As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had 
been demon-possessed begged to go with him. Jesus did not let him, but said ‘Go home to your 
family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." 

Hear that? We’re so used to stories of people leaving their homes and families to follow Jesus. 
We’re so used to stories of people called out of the ordinary, out of the everyday. Here it was the 
reverse. Tell you family, your friends, your neighbors how much the Lord has done for you and how 
he has had mercy on you. 

God does call some of us out of the ordinary, but for most Christians spirituality is not about leaving 
the ordinary, it’s about recognizing how extraordinary God is in the ordinary. And then sharing it 
with others.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Pentecost is a celebration of God’s giving of the Holy Spirit to the church so that he can accomplish 
his mission through the church.  As we remember the Pentecost event, remember also how God 
has touched your life. Remember how God has given you everything you need. Go, tell your family, 
your friends, your neighbors, about the mighty deeds of God in your life and how he has had mercy 
on you. They may just be bewildered. 
 
Amen. 
 
Questions: 

1. Where and how in your lifetime have you seen the Holy Spirit moving – remarkable things 
that reveal, verify, and proclaim the mighty deeds of God? 

2. What has God done in your life? When were the times that – now as you look back – you can 
see the hand of God guiding you, directing you, stopping you, or moving you that you did not 
see coming?  

3. What stories can you tell in your own life or in the lives of people you know about where and 
how God’s kingdom is being revealed in the present time? 

 


