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When I was much younger, I rode my bicycle - a lot.  My parents gave me freedom to ride 

wherever I wanted or needed to go.  In Junior High school, the buses didn’t serve our area, so I 

rode about 3 miles each way, sun or rain, to school. (That’s my story to Katie about how “back 

in my day, we walked to school 10 miles in the snow, uphill both ways”). 

During my senior year in high school, I got a bit more serious in my riding and it culminated in a 

4 ½ day ride from Los Angeles to Yosemite with a church group.  I would routinely ride 50 miles 

a day and while preparing for the trip, made a few 100-mile days.  I enjoyed stopping at the 

bank where my mother worked, just to say “hi.”  She always took the time to introduce me to 

her co-workers with something like, “Gladys, I want you to meet Alan.  He’s my baby” as she 

reached up and grabbed me by my shoulders.  Mom was 5’ 2” and here I was at 6’ 4” in riding 

shorts and well-developed leg muscles.   

In preparation for the trip, I needed to downsize my packing, so I rode to the local Bible book 

store and purchased [a pocket-size Bible].  When I returned home, my parents were sitting in 

the back yard, and I showed them my purchase.  My father, who was among other things a full-

time preacher, asked to look at it.  I then went on about my business and saw my dad had left 

my Bible for me on the kitchen table. 

Some time later, I was reading my little Bible and noticed “someone” had put squiggly lines 

around a passage:  Romans 8:28-39 [see last page] 

I suspect most of you remember the game show “Deal or No Deal” with Howie Mandel (2005-

2019).  It featured 26 cases with dollar values ranging from 1 cent to $1 million dollars.  The 

contestant would start by selecting one case for themselves that they hoped contained a large 

dollar amount.  Throughout the game, the contestant would select other cases to eliminate – 

hoping they would have small amounts.  Each time cases were eliminated, the “banker” would 

offer a dollar amount to the contestant to entice him or her to take the offered amount and 

abandon the case they originally selected. 

It was an intriguing game, to say the least.  Part of my professional education includes statistics, 

with an emphasis on probabilities.  My mind, and indeed my participation in the game went to 

estimating how much the banker was going to offer the contestant, based on the dollar 

amounts remaining in play.  



Making deals is part of our daily life.  How much are you willing to pay for a head of lettuce?  Is 

it worth the extra money and time it takes to have a garden? Do I need a new car, and if so, 

how much should I spend? 

A “deal” is simply an exchange of goods and/or services – you do that, I’ll do this.  It may 

involve money, time, work, or property.  It’s been going on since the dawn of man.  Now there’s 

an entire section of modern law that deals with it – “contract law.” 

Last week, I was in North Carolina visiting my mother and sister.  While I was there, I met with 

my Realtor and contractor.  You see, two years ago, my then 94-year-old mother’s house was 

flooded by hurricane Florence.  We properly evacuated her before the storm, but with water 

above the countertops, the house became uninhabitable.  My sister and I found an assisted 

care facility in Raleigh that has turned out to be a great blessing.  I subsequently purchased the 

house from her to relieve her of the burden and cost of the renovations (she had no flood 

insurance) and after a significant investment in repairs, it was put on the market this past 

February.  Month after month went by with few showings and no offers.  I was discouraged 

and, needless to say, a bit upset with my Realtor.  Finally, about a month ago, an unsolicited 

offer came in.  We negotiated in good faith and reached an agreement – a “contract.”  I was 

incredibly excited to finally be out from under the burden of this “investment.” 

Two weeks ago, they opted out of the contract due to some issues that they found with the 

repairs.  They broke the deal because I didn’t provide an acceptable product. 

My excitement turned to disappointment.  I won’t give you the details of my 2-hour meeting 

with the Realtor and contractor… 

We have a deal with God on the table.  In our historical writings – our scriptures – we have 

stories of God’s faithfulness and his intentions in dealing with us.  The passage from Jeremiah 

that was read this morning is one of my favorites.  It was a latter prophecy and encouragement 

written to the Jews exiled in Babylon.  To summarize it, God, through Jeremiah, was telling 

them to settle down and build a new life for themselves.  They were going to be there a while, 

but they still need to be the people of God.  However, it’s verse 11 that gets our attention: 

Jeremiah 29:11 – “’For I know the plans that I have for you’, declares the Lord, ‘plans for 

welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.’”  

Some dear friends of mine have that as a “theme” passage for their lives.  They have seen both 

incredible challenges, and amazing blessings in their lives.  I suspect you’ll hear more about 

them sometime soon, so I won’t tell you their story right now. 

The scripture is one of encouragement, but also outlines God’s part of the deal.  



But just as I had to wait for the contract on my house to be fulfilled, we must wait on God.  So 

what’s that waiting time like?  What are we to do?  What does our side of the contract require? 

1) We study the terms of the agreement – read your Bible.  Participate in discussions 

and studies.  I recently read a debate regarding Calvinism vs. Arminianism – rather 

esoteric, but for me it was enlightening and enjoyable.  When you’re becoming 

discouraged by the world, take the time to read about others who have experienced 

the power and the victory that comes from having THIS “contract.”  

 

2) We stay in touch with the other party – pray.  I’m guilty of not spending enough time 

in quiet prayer.  It’s either “go time” or I’m relaxing, but not necessarily spending the 

time dwelling on the joys of being in a relationship with God.  I currently get a daily 

email from Christianity.com with a short selection by Max Lucado and that helps.  

I’m tempted to try the “Pray” app for my phone that I see advertised.  If you’ve tried 

it, I’d be interested to hear your thoughts. 

 

You’ve probably heard it from friends that they can be spiritual without going to 

church…  For those of you in this congregation, I suspect you’re starting to 

appreciate the fellowship of the body.  I miss seeing your smiling faces and catching 

up, face-to-face, on how you are doing.  When the time comes that we once again 

worship and celebrate as a family, I know I’ll be singing with a little more joy than I 

used to because I’ve learned how valuable you are to me. 

      

3) We look forward to the fulfilment of the contract!  We don’t know when or how God 

will deliver on His part of the deal, but our faith assures us that it will be a great day!  

For various reasons, Winter is my favorite time of year.  Liturgically, I especially love 

the celebration of Advent.  It is a time of anticipation.  It is a time of joy.  People - 

even non-Christians - treat each other differently during the run-up to Christmas.  

We think of giving to others and greet each other with a little more enthusiasm than 

other times of the year. 

 

Life as a whole can have that same feeling of excited anticipation, and I think that is 

something we can all be developing.  Did I mention that two days after my meeting 

with the Realtor, as I was laying over in Seattle on my way home I received another 

offer on the house?  I’m in contract again – and I’m having trouble keeping my 

excitement in check. 

 



4) We rest in the knowledge of God’s promise.  This is where “faith” comes in.  I can’t 

scientifically prove to you what’s going to happen next week, but I am confident in 

the salvation that awaits me.   

 

My brother died a couple of years ago from a stroke.  As he was in the hospital, 

mostly immobile, my sister went to visit him and was encouraging him to be strong 

and to push through this so he could get back to his regular life.  As she was sharing 

this story with me, she acknowledged that there was no way he was going back to a 

“normal” life.  But he looked at her and with some difficulty said, “I want to go 

home.”  Her thoughts were of him returning to his house in Richmond, Virginia, but 

he said it again and looked up.  He was ready to close the deal. 

 

But this deal has a whole section devoted to the here-and-now.  Anyone who has talked religion 

and faith with me knows that I enjoy the reformed doctrine and the freedom it provides me 

(that’s some of that “Calvinism” I referred to earlier).  But I am also a firm believer in the 

presence and absence of God in our daily lives – in a phrase, heaven or hell on earth. 

5) We demonstrate the fruits of that promise and avoid the evils of the present world. 

a. In Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus explains that we are to be the light of the world! 

b. The apostle Paul wrote innumerable letters to the early churches about living 

the Christian life in the here-and-now.  His letter to the Galatians is replete 

with instructions allow me to read some of chapter 5. 

Galatians 5:19-23 [see last page] 

6) And finally, we share the Good News.  This is not an offer that is “limited to stock on-

hand.”  If we’re living the Christian life, people are going to ask you why you’re 

different.  You don’t need to convert people – that’s not your job.  You need to share 

with them the “what” it is that you’ve found in Christ Jesus.  The Holy Spirit will give 

you words – watch for those opportunities. 

So there you are, just like the game show, with your “case” under your arm, hoping for the 

best.  The “banker” calls and makes you an offer.  The offer is simple, straightforward, and 

you’ve heard it many times:  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

So I have to ask you… Deal, or no deal? 

  



Romans 8:28-39 NRSV 
28 We know that all things work together for good[a] for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.[b] 30 And 
those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 

God’s Love in Christ Jesus 

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed intercedes for us.[c] 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

------------------------------------------------------- 

Galatians 5:19-23 NRSV 
19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 envy,[a] drunkenness, 
carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

The Fruit of the Spirit 

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208%3A28-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28130a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208%3A28-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28131b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208%3A28-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28136c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A19-23&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29167a

