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God has placed within the human heart the need for answers to questions that only 

He, our Creator can answer.  In His great mercy, He says to us, “Seek my face.”  According to 
His love for us, He causes us to answer, “Your face, Lord, I will seek.”  He knows that what we 
need over any lesser solution or answer is God Himself in the person of Jesus Christ.   

 
My soul was bent toward idolatries of every kind: fearing man more than God, 

addictions, over-reliance on comfort, demands for love and fulfillment of desires in ways to 
which God says “no”, and the necessity for me to be in control of my life.  There came a 
season of pruning several years ago (and more severely this past spring when Covid came) 
when God said, “Enough,” to the idols I had built up.  He graciously stripped me of many 
things I held dear, relationships I held too tightly;-things that had become more important to 
me than my Creator and Savior Jesus Christ.  He wants my affection and adoration and will 
not give up His glory to another for the sake of His own great name as well as for the good 
of my soul.  This song was my heart’s cry-a prayer to Almighty God, for I knew in the deepest 
part of my heart that He was the only One worthy to receive my soul and most certainly the 
only One who could satisfy my need for salvation, support, rescue, light, and love.  Only the 
Word of God brings us to the answer to all of our questions: Jesus.  Precious, holy, wondrous, 
Jesus.  Emmanuel, God with us, the Word made flesh who dwelt among us.  He is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life.  Nothing else and no one else will ever compare to the person of 
Jesus.  “All men are like the flowers of the field that wither and die, but the Word of the Lord 
stands forever.”  We try to fill the “eternity in our hearts” with many things but that will only 
increase our sorrows.  Our souls were made for Jesus and no one else, nothing else can bear 
that weight.  And, praise God, He found a way to bring us salvation through His One and only 
Son, Precious Jesus. 
 

What have I that I should cling to 
As for life, as for salvation? 

Who have I that I should lean on? 
Who can bear the weight of all I am? 

Precious Jesus, only You 
Are the Way, the Truth, the Life; 

No other love compares, 
No other satisfies, 

Never has there been such selfless sacrifice, 
Only You my Precious Christ. 

Who can find a hand to rescue 
One who’s drowning, one who’s dying? 
Where is light to pierce the darkness 
From without this broken, sinful soul? 
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EXCERPTED FROM A NOTE FROM ECO LEADERSHIP: 
 
 
Dear ECO Family,  
 
Did you know that this Sunday, October 11, is Clergy Appreciation Day?  

 First, to our clergy.   The Synod staff and I deeply appreciate your dedication to the cause 
of Christ.  You are facing numerous and unrelenting challenges, yet are faithfully seeking 
to both shepherd your people and lead them towards God’s mission in an ever changing 
world.  A HUGE appreciation for all you do regularly - and especially in this season.  We 
are grateful to get the privilege of walking alongside you.  

 Second, to lay leaders, I want to encourage you to find ways to both appreciate and care 
for your pastors and staff in this season.  Your pastors may not express these things to 
you, so I pray my comments may help you understand the burdens that they are facing.  

1. Give your pastor the time and finances to get away for rest, refreshment, and 
renewal.  Perhaps it is a family getaway; perhaps it is a personal spiritual retreat in a 
quiet, reflective setting; you can support and encourage your pastor to join his or her 
Pastor Covenant Group for 4-5 days together in prayer, reflection, fellowship and fun. 

2. Help take down the temperature of the congregation.  Be aware of your own 
interactions with the pastor and staff.  Help other covenant partners and congregants 
bring in a gracious and supporting attitude with pastor and staff.  Express unity and 
love (even in disagreement!); I know that would be greatly appreciated. 

3. Provide opportunities for pastors to get spiritual direction, counseling or coaching.  
This past spring, ECO paid for any pastor who wanted it to get a few sessions of 
spiritual direction or coaching. 

One pastor said, “This season is like thinking you are going to run a 5K, then being 
told you are participating in a triathlon…and you don’t know how to swim.” 

Doesn’t that description feel accurate?  I am reminded on the last sentence of Hebrews 
13: 17, which says, “Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, 
because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account.  Do this so that 
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you.”  I know that 
you all love and care for your pastors.  The more you can do to help their ministry be a 
joy and not a burden, the better it will be for you and them. 

In the Synod office we continue to pray for your churches and leaders by name.  Use the 
coming days to pray and encourage in practical and tangible ways.  Your pastors could 
use it now more than ever.  Thank you for coming alongside them in appreciation.  We 
continue to trust in our all-knowing and loving God as we continue to navigate this 
difficult season together. 

 
In Christ,  
Dana Allin, ECO Synod Executive 
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