
Hello Everyone! 

My name is Melanie McCormick and I am the Executive Director here at CASA of 
Carson City. 

As of April 28, 2020, there are 57 Cases of Child Abuse and Neglect in Carson City. 
Over 100 children. 
30 children unassigned a CASA. 

Many of you have perhaps seen the recent articles that in our State alone there has been 
a steep decline in the number of child abuse reports. Children are no longer physically 
attending school and those men and women who interact with our community’s 
children on the daily, don’t have eyes and ears on our most vulnerable population. 

Let’s face it, these restrictions put in place due to the COVID-19 virus are affecting 
everyone. People are depressed, angry, shut down emotionally, we are all struggling. The 
most poignant quote that I have read recently is that “We are NOT all in the same boat, 
but we are all EXPERIENCING the same storm”. Some of us are doing okay, others feel 
the pressure and weight on a daily. Things are happening and we all are facing the 
momentous task of getting through this. 

Here’s where you come in, as the public. 

CASA is in desperate need of volunteers to advocate for children that have been 
removed from their homes due to allegations of abuse or neglect. CASA stands for Court 
Appointed Special Advocate. These are men and women, from all walks of life, who 
volunteer to advocate for a child in child welfare cases. To be that child’s voice. To speak 
with them and to hear their story. 

Right now, Carson City is facing a shortage of volunteers. There are 30 children waiting 
to have a CASA assigned to them. The bottom line? We don’t have the volunteers. It’s a 
scary time for a child who has been removed from their home, placed into foster care, 
and their schools, where their friends are, are shut down. They don’t know what’s going 
to happen and they’re scared. 

How can you help? 

By learning more about CASA and what it means to be a CASA volunteer of course! For 
the next two weeks beginning on Thursday, April 30 at 12:00pm (and every Monday – 
Friday after that until Friday, May 8, 2020) CASA will be going live on Facebook in 
hopes of reaching out to the Community so you can ask your questions to learn more 
about how you can help a child in need. 

Questions such as: 
What does it take to become a volunteer? 
How many hours do you commit to each month? 
How do you advocate for a child with COVID-19 restrictions? 
What is CASA training like and how is it to be facilitated with gatherings of 
10 or more not allowed? 
What does a CASA do? 
What are the challenges faced by a CASA? 

These are scary times and I know that as a Community we all are feeling the weight and 
burden of our current predicament. But my goal? By August 31, 2020 CASA of Carson 



City will have 25 new, highly trained, compassionate volunteers ready to represent and 
support our youth. We will make that goal! We will advocate for our youth. 

Come see us “virtually” as we go LIVE on Facebook, beginning Thursday, April 30 at 
12:00pm. 
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