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From the Pastores Wor kshop
“CHRISTMAS PRESENCE"

Hard to believe it is already December. Today | looked at the top of my apple tree where one last apple hung

by itself out on a limb. When | looked more carefully | realized there was a sparrow above reaching down to

peck from the backside of the ferluoiotk. aMnd hAle tbhworudgsh to fo
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
thepARH | thought, eThis i ‘ .

God comes to feed us beyond anything we could do; on a
cold day when it seems t he

And if we LOOK, especially in this season of Advent we
will discover this everywhere. Inside and outside of
ourselves God is going out on a limb to give us himself;

to show us his faithfulness in our times of greatest need.
And by doing this; by coming in person Jesus defines our
need and t hen @resmasPréasanc& T h

Before the days, (daze) of the season overwhelm us with
activities and expectation
roomE to be our Christmas
be reflected in our lives such that others realize the

same need being met, not in over activity, but in standing
in awe at what God did in coming to find and feed us

with himself?

I have some suggestions; ones | have probably shared
with you in the past and have not taken to heart myself.
But with this being my last Christmas as your pastor | want to reflect on them in hopes that we will all STOP to

do some of this every day in this season; and if we are wise, continue in the new year. First, read the Christmas
story every day. (Luke 2:421) Ponder it. The Greek word for ponder means to connect the dots. Let the pieces

of the announcement of eEmmanuel E capture your heart
the dark that tries to sink us. Then, SING! Sing the Christmas songs that tell the old, old story of Jesus and his

love; that explain so clearly the wonder of what God did in giving us his Christmas Presence. Ponder the words

of the carols. You can find the words on the interne
them. Get a classic CD of carols and sing along with
wonder of how Christmas is the gift that tells us Go
things around us arenét. And may this open our heart

May this Christmas be an extra special one for us all as we ponder what God has given us and is giving us in
making us his own.

Merry Christmas my dear friends,
Bruce



PLEASE JOIN PRINCESS SUGAFOKIEand Coffee Candi
for a cookie exchange on Saturday, December ', noon to
2:00 p.m. Bring 5 dozen cookies to share and a container to
place your goodies in. RSVP to Wanda Brown at (775) 507
6208.

2019 GIVING ENVELOPES

This is a reminder that if you have a contribution number
between 1 and 100 you may pick up your new 2019GRAY
envelopes mid-December in the narthex. Some notes:

1 If you have had envelopes but do not want them in
2019, please notify office manager at the church office
as soon as possible. Your giving number will then
change.

1 If you did not have envelopes in 2018 but want them
for 2019 please notify the office manager as soon as
possible.

PLEASE DISCARD YOUR 2BBUEENVELOPES.

2018 ANNUAL REPORT INFORMATION DUE

Do you lead a ministry group or help

%
¥

Sk

IE0RICeECIONY,

Z  EomCecEsooIcS”

T
O
Crr
b

KOCHSMEIER'S
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, December 16*"
2:00-4:00 p.m.

YEAREND GIVING

We are so grateful for your generous hearts in

spend the c¢hur ch égivingtothe mission of First Presbyterian

preparation for the Annual Report,
Annual Repor‘t church officers, group leaders, staff

and other members of the
congregation that serve at First Presbyterian Church will
need to submit their year-end report. In order to allow
sufficient time to assemble the Annual Report, we ask that
your submission be received byThursday, December 27 or
before if possible. Please email your report to
dawn@fpccarsoncity.org. You may also deliver your
information to the Church office via a flash drive.

Church in 2018. It has been a year of many
blessings.

We would like to remind you that if you are
giving in December and would like your
donation to be credited to calendar year 2018,
your gift must be in the church offering by the
morning of Sunday, December 30 2018, or
postmarked by December 31, 2018.

Thank you again for your gifts to this church!
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gJesus said, ELet the I|ittle children come to medgfor |i

THANK YOU for your support of the KINGéS
OPERATI ON CHRI STMAS CHI LD (Samari tjane
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Shopping for Operation Christmas Child

We filled close to 100 shoeboxes with Christmas joy! They were delivered and will be sent to kids
around the world, sharing the GOOD NEWS of the SAVIOR!

This is a makeit-take-it workshop for kids to make Christmas decorations and crafts; decorate
cookies, and celebrate Jesuse birth. YOU ar e
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friends and kids in your neighborhood! 2XU DIWHUQRRQ ZLOO HQG ZLWK D SL]]D

Ki n g e will bK ligktisg the Advent Candles this Advent!
Come join them in Worship of the Babe who became our Savior!

gExperiencing GODJg Experiencing the BIBLEG(§
I n December, weéll b e eBlopking forwanddoithe gomiAgiofteent | es s on g
Christ-child.

Memory Verses

eTo you is born this day, in the city of David,

eBe alert. Stand firm in your faith. Be coura
1 Corinthians 16:1314

eTrust in the Lord with ALL your heart, and do

acknowl edge Him, and HE WILL direct you
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