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Friends: 

 

I want to spend a few minutes with you today reflecting on the despair, sadness, anger, and 

frustration that I have heard voiced by those of First Presbyterian Church, Carson City, and 

those beyond.  The reason why I am doing this on a Wednesday is because the gospel applies 

all week, not just on Sunday morning.  

 

This has been a tough year.  

 

Many things beyond our control have gone awry.  The big one, obviously, is that we are still in 

the midst of this pandemic without a clear path to full recovery or restoration.  The devastating 

impact is obvious: the social order has come to a stop, we have isolated, we are seeing record 

unemployment, and businesses closing.  We have moved worship online – which is not the 

same as in-person.  It is a temporary adaptation to our current situation.  However, the longer 

we go, the more people really feel the loss of our community fellowship.  For many, not 

knowing what is next our not seeing a path forward has led to sadness and resignation. 

 

Many things in our control have gone awry.  The big one, obviously, is that we are in the midst 

of an outbreak of racial tension.  Longstanding problems have manifest in horrific episodes 

caught on tape.  The images of George Floyd and Ahmaud Arbery being killed are beyond 

terrible.  Protests that have resulted have expressed the depths of hurt, anger, and despair felt 

by those whose fears and experiences have gone unheard, unheeded and unaddressed for a 

long time.  For many, not knowing what to do or say has led to a combination of guilt, 

frustration, and helplessness.  

 

Further still, we see the nation being torn apart.  Some have used the protests as an 

opportunity to pursue destruction, to foment chaos and anarchy, and to tear down.  Riots, 

looting, and the instigation to violence has muted, complicated, and confused the message that 

needs to be heard if there is to be social healing.  There are groups and individuals strategically 

those trying to delegitimize the protestors.  There are other groups and individuals trying to 

take advantage of the protestors to destroy capitalism and to destroy the U.S.A.  They are 

trying to undermine any common foundation upon which order can come out of the disorder.  

For many, watching the nation they love attacked and undermined has caused red-hot anger 

and defensiveness. 

 

Finally, the public has been inundated with images and information from mass media and 

from social media.  The flood of images, voices, opinions, and conflicting “expert” commentary 

has led to confusion about who can be trusted. There is the feeling that “news” has just 
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become another commodity and there are competitors sensationalizing every story in the 

hopes of holding viewers for the purposes of ratings and advertisement income.  The internet is 

not a safe place – not that it ever has been, but right now it is even more toxic.  We are 

overwhelmed and have not adapted to the point of being able to assimilate and discern from 

the firehose of information coming at us all day, every day.  For many, this has devolved into a 

feeling of helplessness and hopelessness. 

 

Does any of that resonate with you? 

 

So, what do we do?  What are we supposed to do?  What can we do?  Assuming that throwing 

our hands up and giving up is not the answer – and it is not – where do we look and how do we 

respond? 

 

Let me start here: all the things that are being proposed right now are important, but they are 

neither ultimate nor sufficient.  For example, yes, we can all be prepared to vote.  Yes, we can 

all engage in listening and dialogue for the purpose of understanding the root and scope of the 

hurt that is being expressed – both the hurt that comes from the loneliness and isolation of the 

pandemic and the hurt that comes from the historic and systemic racial tensions that have 

pervaded our culture.  Both are plagues.  Yes, we can take action by volunteering to positively 

address our community.  All of these things are good things.  

 

But please do not put your hope that any or all of these will solve our current dilemma.  

 

Voting will not change the system to cure the current pandemic, prevent a future one, resolve 

institutionalized injustice, or eliminate individually experienced racism.  Neither Joe Biden nor 

Donald Trump is going to make everything all better.  They may promise that; but the truth we 

all know is that neither can nor will.  We can improve policies and improve practices – and we 

should.  However, no politician and no government can legislate or program out what takes 

place in the hearts of people. 

 

Listening and dialogue is important.  For those experiencing isolation and loneliness, it 

connects.  For those experiencing hurt, anger, and injustice, it is an opportunity to be heard.  

Those are good things.  We need to listen.  We need to dialogue.  However, as good as they are, 

listening and dialogue are not ends unto themselves.  Listening and dialogue are valuable as 

they serve a larger purpose.  That is, they need to lead us toward something, not just away 

from something.  There must be something more or somewhere that listening and dialogue 

leads.  
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Volunteering and doing good deeds are – obviously – good things to do.  They bless the 

community and the bless the ones who are doing the good deeds. But we are never going to 

volunteer or do enough to erase the damage done by a corrupt nature – biological or social.  

Covid-19 is a corruption of God’s perfect creation.  Racism is a corruption of God’s perfect 

community.  

 

Money cannot solve our problems.  Power cannot solve our problems.  Fame cannot solve our 

problems. P atriotism cannot solve our problems.  Our best intentions and our concerted effort 

cannot solve our problems.  Why?  Because none of those things are ultimately foundational.  

 

Here is the simple truth: Without God, we will not know healing.  Without God, we will not 

know peace.  Without God, we will not experience resolution.  

 

Here is another simple truth: until Christ returns and the kingdom of God is fully realized, we 

will not be ultimately healed. U ntil that time, we will not see peace in all of creation.  Until 

then, we will not see everything made all better.  

 

We will be covering this in a sermon in a few weeks, but it is worth previewing now: in Mark 

13:5-8,  

 

Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray.  6 Many will come in 

my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray.  7 When you hear of wars 

and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to 

come.  8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be 

earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the 

birth pangs. 

 

Jesus went on to describe the rejection, persecution, violence, and trials Christians will 

experience for his name.  What he described sounds like what we are seeing right now.  

Whether Christ returns today, tomorrow or a thousand years from now, the things we are 

seeing right now are absolutely consistent with what Jesus told the disciples to expect. 

 

Which brings me back to the questions I asked earlier: what do we do?  What are we supposed 

to do?  What can we do?  At this point, throwing up our hands and giving up seems like it might 

be the only answer; but, it is not the answer. 

 

This is the point: what we are supposed to do is to be the church.  We are supposed to endure 

for the sake of the gospel.  We are supposed to be disciples – followers, learners, imitators – of 
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Christ.  This is not just a platitude.  This is a calling, a commission, a purpose and a goal.  Our 

hope does not reside in human things or created things; our hope resides in the Word – the one 

through whom all things were created.  It is in Him we will see all things restored. 

 

Todd Butterworth recently posted a piece reminding us of 59 places in the New Testament 

talking about how disciples are to treat one another.  By a wide margin, the most oft repeated 

is “love one another.”  Some others include,  

 

1. “…Be at peace with each other.” (Mark 9:50) 

2. “…Wash one another’s feet.” (John 13:14) 

8. “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love…” (Romans 12:10) 

9. “…Honor one another above yourselves. (Romans 12:10) 

10. “Live in harmony with one another…” (Romans 12:16) 

12. “…Stop passing judgment on one another.” (Romans 14:13) 

13. “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you…” (Romans 15:7) 

14. “…Instruct one another.” (Romans 15:14) 

15. “Greet one another with a holy kiss…” (Romans 16:16) 

16. “…When you come together to eat, wait for each other.” (I Cor. 11:33) 

17. “…Have equal concern for each other.” (I Corinthians 12:25) 

22. “Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.” (Galatians 5:26) 

23. “Carry each other’s burdens…” (Galatians 6:2) 

24. “…Be patient, bearing with one another in love.” (Ephesians 4:2) 

25. “Be kind and compassionate to one another…” (Ephesians 4:32) 

26. “…Forgiving each other…” (Ephesians 4:32) 

27. “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.” (Ephesians 5:19) 

28. “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” (Ephesians 5:21) 

29. “…In humility consider others better than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3) 

30. “Do not lie to each other…” (Colossians 3:9) 

31. “Bear with each other…” (Colossians 3:13) 

37. “…Encourage each other…”(I Thessalonians 4:18) 

43. “…Do not slander one another.” (James 4:11) 

44. “Don’t grumble against each other…” (James 5:9) 

45. “Confess your sins to each other…” (James 5:16) 

46. “…Pray for each other.” (James 5:16) 

50. “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” (I Peter 4:9) 

We aspire to these virtuous activities.  In our best moments, we do these things well and bear 

witness well.  In the moments when we are not paying attention, are not feeling our best, or 

are simply not willing to follow where Christ is leading, these are the things we let slip.  Even if 
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we were perfect, though, our perfection would not generate perfection.  Only Christ will do 

that. 

Even so, we aspire to these virtuous activities for the purposes of loving God, loving neighbor, 

bearing witness, and glorifying God.  We endure and persevere in pursuing these purposes 

despite and because of the world’s rejection of God.  This is our hope.  It is the good news we 

have to share: we know the one who is able to make all things right.  

We have a remarkable moment to bear witness right now.  We have a world in which 

confusion, chaos and destruction is taking center stage; and there are many who are 

desperately seeking to find hope.  Bear witness with words, with deeds, with hope and with joy.  

The words Peter wrote to early congregations could apply to us: 

1Pet. 3:8    Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, 

a tender heart, and a humble mind.  9Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for 

abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were 

called—that you might inherit a blessing.  

1Pet. 3:14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed.  Do 

not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify 

Christ as Lord.  Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands 

from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness 

and reverence.  Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 

those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 

We are messengers with good news.  Today is the day to find a way to step out of your own 

circle to engage someone who is scared or ailing with a blessing.  Today is the day to move 

beyond your comfort and security by praying for someone else who is hurting or lost, 

despairing or angry.  Today is the day to listen and feel the pain of someone who has lived 

injustice.  Today is the day to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, 

clothe the naked, and visit the prisoner.  Today is the day to do those things – not because we 

are righteous or can make everything all better; but because we serve the one who is able.  

 

Friends, we have the opportunity to serve and bear witness to Jesus in tangible, practical, 

immediate ways:  

 

It is not a time to give up, it is a time to stand up.  

 

It is not a time to despair, it is a time to live with hope.  

 



 6 

It is not a time to yield to sorrow, it is a time to live with the joy of our salvation in Jesus 

Christ as the foundation of our day-to-day, moment-by-moment focus.  

 

In the movie Apollo 13, the true story is told of how scientists and engineers took a disaster and 

joined together to try to accomplish the seemingly impossible.  Towards the end, as the capsule 

was about to re-enter the earth’s atmosphere, there is a scene in the control room in Houston: 

 

Man 1: The parachute situation, the heat shield, the angle of the trajectory and the 

typhoon; these are some of the variables in play. 

 

Man 2: I know what the problems are, Henry. This could be the worst disaster NASA has 

ever experienced. 

 

Gene Kranz turns to the man: With all due respect, sir, I believe this is going to be our 

finest hour. 

 

I hope, pray, and believe that this can be our finest hour, too.  Remember whom we follow: 

Jesus came to Friday, when all look lost.  Betrayed, abandoned, arrested, wrongfully convicted, 

humiliated, tortured, and crucified. But Sunday was coming.  

 

This has been a tough year.  Many things are awry.  We are surrounded and overwhelmed by 

despair, sadness, anger, and frustration.  That all is accurate.  

 

But so is this:  

 

We proclaim a crucified savior. He knows our frame. He knows our pain.  

 

We worship a risen Lord.  Jesus is our hope.  He is our salvation.  He is our reason to 

persist and endure.  And, He has promised that we will overcome.  

 

Amen.  


